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West Covina Elks Lodge #1996
Committee Chairman 2022 - 2023 

Accident Prevention Manager Sandie Sesanto                   626-675-6565
Alternate Delegate   Dannie Parker, PER   818-371-5232 
Americanism    Julie Walker  626-222-2935
Audio/Lighting    Rhiannan Britney  626-206-2832 
Auditor/Accounting   Joanna Howard, Ben Ortega, 
    Carmen Gabaldon
BLT    Judith Lumbreras, PAVP 626-587-6489
Bulletin Director/Editor  Ben Ortega, PDDGER 626-926-4501
Charity/Major Project  Dana Williams, PER  714-240-1647
Christmas Tree Lane  Ben Ortega, PDDGER                626-926-4046 
Community Public Relations  Robert Leon  626-827-6726
Crab Crack   Ben Ortega, PDDGER 626-926-4046
Crab Crack   Mike Salazar, PER  626-827-6700
Decorating   By Event Chairperson   
Drug Awareness   Nancy Lucero  323-371-2228
Elks National Foundation  Robert Hollis-Brau PDDGER 909-622-9861
Elks Memorial Service  Olivia Pompa                   626-377-2767
Entertainment Chairperson  Sandie Sesanto                   626-675-6565 
Family Fun Night   Trish Gonzalez      909-268-4137
Flag Day                    Ceci Avila   626-893-9756    
Funeral Service   Michael Salazar, PER 626-827-6700
Golfing    Bill Schmko  626-862-6533
Grants Coordinators  Dee Varela  626-705-2763 
Grants Coordinators  Veronica Aslan  323-646-3317
Greeters    Christina Carter  626-646-3490                                                        
Government Relations  Maria Ortega  626-806-7003
Hoop Shoot   Julie Walker  626-222-2935
House Rules    Chuck Dalool, PDDGER 626-332-6945
Indoctrination   Michael Salazar, PER 626-827-6700
Investigations/Interviews  Michael Salazar, PER 626-827-6700 
Lapsation/Membership  Dee Varela  626-705-2763
Laughlin Trip   Ben Ortega, PDDGER 626-926-4046
     Co-Chairman   Joanna Howard  909-392-2685
Lodge Activities   Trish Gonzalez  909-268-4137 
Mail Out    Chuck Dalool, PDDGER 626-332-6945
Major Project   Dana Williams, PER  714-240-1647
Major Project 50/50  Dee Varela        626-705-2763 
Mediator    Ben Ortega, PDDGER 626-926-4046
Membership/Lapsation  Dee Varela  626-705-2763
Mobile Pancake Maker  Vince McCauley  626-422-2812
Mothers Day   Olivia Pompa                   626-377-2767 
Newsletter Elks Tracks   Ben Ortega, PDDGER 626-926-4046  
New Years Eve   Christina Carter                         626-646-3490 
PER Association Pres.  William Salinas, PER  562-298-6194 
Photographer   Robert Leon  626-827-6726
Presiding Justice   Michael Salazar, PER 626-827-6700
Public Relations   Carlos Virgen  626-780-5712
Ritual Coach   Rick Dana PER  626-484-4165 
Asst: Ritual Coach   Chuck Dalool PDDGER 626-332-6945
Roamin Elks   Bill Zeason  951-903-4192
Saturday Night Entertainment Sandie Sesanto  626-675-6565
Co-Chair    Ceci Avila   626-485-6285
Co-Chair    Jeannette Garcia  626-347-6144 
Scholarships   Michael Salazar, PER 626-827-6700
Scouting Boys/Girls   Anthony Reymann  626-827-8102 
Sickness & Distress   Dana Williams, PER  714-240-1647
Super Bowl   Trish Gonzalez                  909-268-4137         
Veterans    Angel Vasquez  909-210-3707
Volunteers   Carmen Gabaldon  626-264-0007
Web Site    Ben Ortega, PDDGER 626-926-4046
Youth Activities   Christina Carter                         626-646-3490 
 

Elks Tracks Newsletter
NonProfit Bulletin Published monthly by

West Covina Elks Lodge No. 1996
841 W. Merced Ave., West Covina Ca. 91790

Lodge Lounge Bar (626) 338-8111
Lodge Office: (626) 962-0113
Lodge FAX: (626) 960-3512

Lodge Office Hours 
Tuesday through Friday. 10:00am-5:00pm 

Lodge Office Email:         
1996wcelks@gmail.com

 
Hall Rental  & Lease Info:

Contact Alex at Office (626) 338-2119
alex.manager.elks.1996@gmail.com

2022-2023  LODGE OFFICERS
Exalted Ruler Vivian Salinas     562-298-3247
Leading Knight Dana Williams     714-240-1647
Loyal Knight Christina Carter     626-646-3490
Lecturing Knight   Trish Gonzalez     909-268-4137
Treasurer       Veronica Aslan     323-646-3317
Secretary Dee Varela     626-705-2763

LODGE TRUSTEES
1st Year  Gerardo Pompa     626-674-7364
2nd Year  George Alcala     626-472-3485
3rd Year  Angel Vasquez     909-210-3707
4th Year  Lou Aguilar     626-404-4999 
5th year  Sandie Sesanto     626-675-6565   

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Esquire        Michael Salazar        626-827-6700
Chaplain           Olivia Pompa      626-377-2767
Inner Guard          Ceci Avila          626-485-6285
Organist   VACANT
Tiler  Charlene Rasmussen 626-622-8485

2021-2022    HONORED ELKS
Elk of the Year  -  Olivia Pompa
Tall Elk  -  Terry Ortega
Officer of the Year  - Angel Vasquez 
Citizen of the Year  -  Robert Leon
Spirit of Elkdom - Grace Capp, Carlos Virgen,   
   Martin Resendez,                
Exalted Ruler Award - Veronica Aslan, Delia Varela
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Leading Knights 
Station

Loyal Knights 
Station

Lecturing Knights 
Station
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H ello my Members
I hope this letter 

finds you and your fami-
lies in good health.  
We have ended our first 
month of the New Year 
and look forward to ha-
ving dances and special 
events for the year.
We continue to have 
dinners Monday, Wed-
nesday, Friday and Sa-
turdays.  We are able to 
serve dinner with the help 
of Volunteers
who have been doing 
a GREAT job. THANK 
YOU for all you do.
Carmen who is in charge 
of volunteers can allways 
use your help so please  
call her and set up time to 
help.
New Members this is a 
fun way to meet other 
members and you get to 
see first hand how our 
lodge runs.
Update on bathrooms is 
that we are looking at 
doing more repairs beside 
painting so has pushed us 
back a bit.
  The BOD will announce 
which improvements we 
decide to go with.
If you like to cook please 
put a team together to fill 
a spot at our Monday ni-
ght No Frills dinners.  We 
have a great menu for Ja-
nuary. Lets continue this 
into February.  Ask any
officer for more informa-
tion if you are interested.
We have great events 
planeed for February and 
I hope to
see you there.

Thank you

H ello Friends,
Here we are, fast 

approaching the end of 
winter. February is 
SUPERBOWL month! 
I, as a sports fan can 
hardly wait. Our Super-
bowl Party is on February 
12th. The doors will open 
at 11:30. DJ Cesar will en-
tertain us from 12- to 3PM. 
Please be sure to look for 
the Superbowl flyer. That 
will answer many of the 
questions you may have.
Although my team didn’t 
make it, I wish much luck 
to the two teams who will
move on. 
    Let’s not forget about 
Pork-E-Que.
This event will take pla-
ce on March 12. Enter-
tainment by Whiskey Hay-
ride and DJ Cesar. Tickets 
will go on sale on February 
1st. You can purchase your 
tickets through our Lodge 
Secretary, Dee and Our 
Lodge Treasurer, Veronica 
at the front office. Tables 
will fill up quickly.
Please contact me (Trish 
909-268-4137) if you 
would like to help out with 
any of the two events. I am 
looking forward to seeing 
YOU there.
    This month is when the 
lodge is starting the electi-
on of new officers for the 
2023 – 2024 year. There 
will be some leadership 
changes.
We want to have a strong 
leadership team as we go 
into the next year. Elec-
tion of new officers is on 
February 21st. 
Be safe, be careful and 
stay healthy.
See you soon at the Lodge.

Fraternally,

Trish Gonzalez
Esteemed Lecturing Knight

Greetings, to all 
members and fri-

ends. I hope everyone 
is staying in good he-
alth and staying warm. 
The rainy season has 
hit us very hard, But!, 
The weather doesn’t 
stop us Elks from ha-
ving to volunteer and 
lend a helping hand to 
other team members 
events.
    I was so thrilled to 
hear the turnout on the 
New Year ’s Eve. Party 
was a great success. I 
am also so thankful for 
all the volunteers and 
for all the teamwork 
that was put into this 
Event to make it a tre-
mendous success.
   February is a warm 
and loving month so 
many great events this 
month. Hope to see 
everyone there ,our 
Elks Tracks has a lot 
more information, on 
our events and dinners.
    We have a visitati-
on this month from the 
California -Hawaii Elks 
Association President 
Bradford Smith & First 
Lady Agnes Smith.  
Our President will visit 
West Covina Lodge on 
February 10th for our 
Friday dinner so stop 
by and say hello.

Stay in good health and 
I’ll see everyone soon.

Thank You,

Christina Carter
Esteemed Loyal Knight

W elcome to February. Lots 
of activities this month 

to appeal to all. January starts 
the beginning of No-Frills 
Monday Night Dinner. An 
all-volunteer meal at a spe-
cial reduced price. Let these 
creative culinary volunteer 
groups tantalize your taste 
buds that’s easy on the wallet. 
Wednesday Karaoke night 
With KJ Don. Even if you 
don’t sing it’s an entertaining 
night. Friday Night Dinners 
and dance. Saturday dances 
leading up to the months 
highlight Pre-Valentine Dance 
on the 11th. 
                                           
Starting with the first lodge 
meeting in February, nomi-
nations for officers for the 
2023-2024 fraternal year. 
There are many positions 
open, if you ever contempla-
ted becoming an officer of 
our lodge, now is the time. 
Chaplain, Inner-Guard, Tyler 
and Esquire are not voted on 
but are appointed by the Exal-
ted Ruler. These positions 
do have memorization and 
event responsibilities. A great 
way to start out. The Exalted 
Ruler, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Leading, Loyal and Lecturing 
Knights and 5th year Trus-
tees are voted upon officers. 
5th year Trustee is a five-ye-
ar commitment. Along with 
memorization and major event 
duties, these officers sit on 
the Board of Directors. The 
BOD makes the day-to-day 
decisions. Approve events and 
repairs and renovations of 
the lodge. So, when you vote 
for one of these positions, 
you’re not only voting on the 
officers you see on meeting 
nights, but the people invol-
ved with moving and shaping 
of our lodge moving forward. 
These positions require a lot 
of your time and effort and 
are very rewarding. Whether 
you run for a position or vote 
for someone else, be invol-
ved. Choose a candidate that 
matches closely to your own 
views. The one you feel the 
best to accomplish the de-
dication and devotion to the 
tasks at hand. Before making 
a decision of taking one of 
these officer ’s positions, talk 
to a current or past officer or 
Past Exalted Ruler who can 
give you all the details.

Fraternally,

Dana W, Williams, PER
Esteemed Leading Knight 



       None To Report 

The Faults Of Our Members We Write Upon The 
Sands, Their Virtues Upon The Tablets Of Love And 
Memory....
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In MEMORIUM

Major Project Purple Pig Donors 

Fill your Piggy banks up & bring ‘em in!
California-Hawaii Elks - Major Project, Inc.

Helping Children Since 1950
   Ask About Reccuring Donations!

All Major Project “Purple Pig” Donations are 
100% Tax Deductable

      
                           Carlos Duarte

                We thank all our recurring donors.

PROGRAM NEWS
Greet ings West Covina Elks. The Antlers 
wil l  begin to meet once a month on 
Thursdays as our program cont inues to 
develop. We cont inue to grow and look 
forward to welcome any new members 
from ages 12 to 20 yrs.  Stay tune to hear 

of  ways you can help support the West Covina Antlers!  Please 
contact  us with any quest ion or interest . 

Carlos and Angel ica Virgen
cavirgen@charter.net
626-780-5712

Photos below were taken January 2nd & 3rd at 
Float Fest in the City of Pasadena.  The West Co-
vina Lodge Antlers Youth Organization distributed 
over 5,000 Drug Awareness coloring books and 
2, 000 mini Hoop Shoot basketballs    

A
N
T
L
E
R
S

Official Visitation 
of 

Califonia-Hawaii 
Elks Association  

President
Brad Smith & 

First Lady Agnes
Brad will be visiting the San 

Gabriel Valley District on Friday, Saturday, 
& Sunday February 10. 11 & 12.  Brad and 
Agnes will be having dinner at the West Covina 
Elks Lodge on Friday evening February 10th.  
Members are encouraged to join us as we wel-
come President Brad and First Lady Agnes.  
President Brad will be visiting all the 
Lodges in the San Gabriel Valley with the 
Presidents Dinner on Saturday February 11th 
at Duarte Elks Lodge.



PAST EXALTED RULERS

Ralph Gaither* 1956-57
Hugh M. Bagley* 1957-58
William T. Tanking* 1958-59
Albert E. Lindbeck* 1959-60
James R. Yost*, Jr. 1960-61
James L. Morgan* 1961-62
Harold Z. Dobbs* 1962-63
Laurence R. Tillman* 1963-64
Enrico (Hank) Salvo* 1964-65
Thomas E. Curtis 1965-66
Jack Cleveland* 1966-67
J. Paul Studer* 1967-68
Roy Williams, Jr.* 1968-69
Raiden V. Peterson*  1969-70
Donald M. Huff 1970-71
Albert D. Davis* 1971-72
Milo G. Summerhays* 1972-73
Robert E. Carlson *1973-74
H. Richard Harbert* 1974-75
James J. Andert* 1975-76
Anthony R. Mickols* 1976-77
John Asmundson* 1977-78
James E. Smith* 1978-79
Larry Henderson* 1979-80
Frank Rehor* 1980-81
Carl Mou 1981-82
Richard Marble* 1981-82
Robert E. Gubrud 1982-83
James Moseley* 1982-83
Al Putman* 1983-84
Dick Delauder *1983-84
Manny Zamudio* 1984-85
William Heller* 1984-85
Art Willard* 1985-86
Renee LaRose* 1986-87
Fidel Nieto Jr.* 1986-87
Charles Dalool 1987-88, 2011-12
Michael Sirchia 1987-88
Walt Doran* 1988-89
David La Sage* 1988-89
Bob Hollis-Brau 1989-90
Jerry Kober 1989-90
Ernie Gilbert 1990-91
Pat Shea* 1990-91
Ron Conger* 1991-92
Dave Southard* 1991-92
Gary Holmes* 1992-93
Roy Simes 1992-93
Bob Schachner* 1993-94
WM Ziegenbein *1993-94
Rick Dana 1994-95
Matt Jessup 1994-95
Roy Long* 1995-96
Tim LaMarca 1995-96
Ed Lima* 1996-97
Bernie Auld* 1997-98
Benjamin L. Ortega 1998-99, 2012-13, 13-14
Vern Campion* 1999-00
George Lunsford *2000-01
Phil Hawkins 2001-02
Don McMahon* 2002-03
Scott Matthews 2003-04 
Ralph Garcia 2004-05
Willie Koskela 2005-06
Juan Diaz* 2006-07
Lisa Ryken* 2007-08 
Patricia Gilliland 2008-09
Michael J. Salazar, Jr. PER 2009-10-11,18-19
Judith Lumbreras 2014-15
Mario Arellano* 2016-2017
Dana Williams 2015-16, 17-18, 19- 20
Sandra Mendoza* 2018-19
William Salinas 2020-2021
Dannie Parker 2021-2022

By Affiliation: Judge Al Miller*, Orville 
Miller,
Robert Cortez*, Joe Lozier, Frank Berry 
PER,
Jess Nelms, Charles Lein         
(*Deceased)  

Sickness and Distress

     
 APPLICANT                  PROPOSER                  
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Propositions For Membership / Affiliation / 
Transfers Demits / Reinstatements / Life Membership

  Lorenzo Porras   Emma Wilson
 Carol Talavera   Dee Varela
 Jonathan H. Carmona  Sue Augino
 Juan A. Soria   Eva Mejia
 Frank Duar te   Carlos Duar te

 TRANSFER REQUEST

 Michael Hammerson From West Covina #1996 to Ontario #1419

  Julie Frank is recovering at home from a heart attack.
  Lucy Ibarra‘s mom is doing better from her knee surgery, hoping she   
  will be walking soon.
  Rhianna Brittney‘s fiance‘s sister had surgery.  Keep her in your prayers.
  Jay Lindsey had surgery and is better.
  Rick Dana‘s sister-in-law (Gene Dana , Past Emblem President‘s sister) 
  passed way.  
  Eddie Holguin had knee surgery.
 Please Keep Them All In Your Prayers

The West Covina Antlers participated this year in helping decorate the Elk 
Float for the Rose Parade. It has been 27 years since an Elks Float has been 
in the Tournament of Roses parade. At the end of the Parade all parade 
Floats are driven and parked at the Floatfest area for 2 days of viewing. 
The Elks had a 10 X 10 booth set up for us West Covina to do some Public 
Relations. We proudly placed a large West Covina Elks Banner above our 
booth. During the 2 days, the Antlers handed out 2,000 Elks mini bas-
ketballs and 5,000 Drug Awareness coloring books to all the visitors that 
stopped into our booth. This was quite a successful program for the Antlers 
and Elks as we had many visitors stop by.  
Robert Leon
Chea Public Relations Chairman, San Gabriel Valley District
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Gene Chavez   1
Richard L Green  1
Sergio Flores   2
Candace Leuthold  2
Dwayne L Koskela  3
Amador Santoyo  3
Frank Cannon   4
Maria Elena Ramos  5
Martha Saldana  6
William Lujan   7
Rudy Melendez  7
Nora A Serrano  7
Will Valdez   7
Carlos Herrera   8
James Salazar   8
Steven Martin   9
Angie Varela   9
Rafael Beltran   11
Maria Carmody  11
Leandra Gomez  11
Benjamin L Ortega, PDDGER  11
John Petrov   14
Joe De La Fuente  17
John A Gomez   17
Christina Carter  18
Marion Motta   19
Robert Duran   20
Dale S Falicon   21
Wanda Horton   22
Alicia Ochoa   22
Larry R Snow   22
Linn E Rickerd  23
Vicky Estrada Salazar  23
Sandra Sluka   23
Robert Castaneda  24
Jeffrey Stafford  25
Hubert S Bigger Jr  26
Martha De La Bretoniere 26
Lino R Barro   27
Tom Britt   27
Cynthia Jimenez-Alday 2 7  
 

 

Off icer Nominations
2023-2024  

1st Nominations 
Tues.  February 7th. 

2nd Nominations 
Tues.  February 14th.  

Elections will  be held on 
Tues.  February 21st
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west covina lodge let‘s get together & celebrate events
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West Covina Elks #1996
Exalted Ruler 
Vivian Salinas

Proudly Acknowledges 
Debbie Milan

Elk of the Month For 
January 2023
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Emblem Club #299 Corner West Covina Elks Lodge
February Friday & Saturday Nights

& 
Entertainment

February 2023

Entertainment -  DJ  CESAR                                                                     
Friday February 3
Baby Back Ribs     $20.00
Salmon      $20.00
Rotisserie  Chicken    $16.00
Crispy Chicken Salad     $16.00

Saturday February 4  (Birthday Bash) 
Entertainment -  Night grooves
Baby Back Ribs       $20.00 
Salmon      $20.00
Rotisserie  Chicken    $16.00  
Crispy Chicken     $16.00

Friday February 10 (presidents Visitation Dinner / 
Seated in  the Elkcove )  Entertainment -  bobby z   
Prime Rib       $26.00
Halibut     $22.00
Prime Rib  Salad    $18.00
Asian Chicken Salad    $16.00

friday February 17 Entertainment -  british invasion
Rib Eye Steak       $22.00
Salmon      $20.00
Chicken Marcella    $16.00
 
February 24 Entertainment -  bobby z
New York Steak & Lobster    $38.00
Lobster     $26.00
New York Steak    $22.00
herb chicken breast    $16.00

Saturday February 25 Entertainment -  rhythm jukeboxx 
Rib  Eye Steak     $22.00
Salmon      $20.00
Chicken Marcella     $16.00

Call by Wednesday for Reservations

Dear Elk Sisters and Brothers,
This is the last full month I have in Office as Emblem 
President, and it has been an honor to serve.  There 
have been challenges, losses and successes.  Challen-
ges are an opportunity, loss inevitable, success is 
when members come together for a common goal, and 
win!
Last year we gave 2 scholarships to deserving young 
people going to or continuing college.  The “Fore 
the Kids” golf Tournament yielded several thousand 
dollars to be given to children’s charities.  The next 
Golf Tournament is set for October 13th, 2023.  Dee 
Varela and Olivia Pompa will Co-Chair this event.   
Emblem collected can food for Shepherds Pantry 
which has been my President’s Project this year and 
we “Adopted” two families for Christmas, a Veteran 
and his family and a Mom and her son and Turkey’s 
and monetary gifts were given.
Due to our beneficial rainstorms, our January Busi-
ness Meeting was canceled.    
In closing I would like to thank the West Covina Elk 
Lodge for all your help. It was a great year for co-
ming together and helping each other.  Good Luck 
for 2023, I wish only the best for all of you, and your 
families.  Stay safe and keep well.  
Emblem Love, 
Maureen Miles, President
Emblem and Angels – Serving Our Community
It’s What We Do
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Setting a plan helps incoming officers
By Anthony Markarian, Committee Chairman

A new year beginning is the perfect time to reflect on the goals you set for your Lodge, in addition 
to establishing new goals for 2023.

Setting goals can help us move forward as officers and build bonds that will carry on forever. Crea-
te a road map for your team to follow by introducing new ideas while setting goals for your officers 
to follow. The next corps of officers will continue your ideas as an Exalted Ruler and as a team of 
officers. You might have three months left as a leader, so the incoming officers need to be inclu-
ded in the goal setting. Working together to achieve these goals helps us define what we can be in 
Elkdom.

We have determined that, on average, most Lodges have only been reporting a fraction of their cha-
ritable data. Using the calendar from your monthly newsletter should always be the guide to com-
pleting your report. We established a new monthly Government Relations report that asks specific 
questions reminding Lodge Chairs there is more work that needs to be done, like improving your 
relationship with your local government.

It’s a lot of work—this Lodge Committee cannot be run by one person. Every Lodge Chairper-
son should enter your monthly contributions into CLMS themselves; your Lodge Secretary has 
the discretion to make this available to you. This will save your Lodge Secretary valuable time 
and energy and the Chairperson will have a better idea of his or her job. Every Lodge Chairperson 
should be sending the last three-year totals (easily found on elks.org) to their local government. 
Every mayor, council member, and county supervisor needs to know how much your Lodge has 
contributed. Your report should include all the grant and scholarship opportunities that ENF has to 
offer.
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    Sunday       Monday       Tuesday      Wednesday     Thursday   Friday  Saturday
February 2023 Elktivities

www.westcovinaelks.org

1
Karaoke 6-10
Dinner 
Available 5-7
PER Mtg. 7:00
Lounge Open

2 3
DINE & DANCE

DJ Cesar

4
Bir thday Bash
Night Grooves

Call for Dinner

5 6
No Frills Meal
$8.00
INVESTIGATIONS
Lounge Open

7
Lodge Meeting 
7:30P
Officers 1st 
Nominations
Lounge Open

8
Karaoke 6-10
Dinner 
Available 5-7
BOD Mtg. 6:30
Lounge Open

9 10
DINE & DANCE

Presidents Visit

Bobby Z

11
Valentines 
Dance w/ACE

12
SUPERBOWL 
Sunday Doors 
Open 11:30 A

Adults $15

13
No Frills Meal
$8.00
Lounge Open
Emblem Club 
Mtg 7:00PM

14
Lodge Meeting 
7:30 P
Officers 2nd 
Nominations
BALLOTING
Lounge Open

15
Karaoke 6-10
Dinner 
Available 5-7
Lounge Open

16 17
DINE & DANCE

British Invasion

18

19 20
No Frills Meal
$8.00
INDOCTRINATION
Lounge Open

21
Lodge Meeting 
7:30 P
Officers 
Elections
Lounge Open

22
Karaoke 6-10
Dinner 
Available 5-7
Lounge Open

23 24

DINE & DANCE

Bobby Z

25
RYHTYM 
JUKEBOXX
Call for Dinner

26 27
No Frills Meal
$8.00
Emblem Social 
7:00PM
Lounge Open

28
Lodge Meeting 
7:30 P
INITIATION
Lounge Open


