
Life Consist in… 

Luke 12:13-21 

“It is an unhappy business that God has given to the children of 

man to be busy with. I have seen everything that is done under 

the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after the wind.” 

says Solomon. Do we believe it? 

Other translations use words like meaningless, worthless, or 

futile. “All is meaningless… all is worthless… all is futile… all 

is vanity and a striving after the wind. Do we believe it? 

We would like to say that the things of this world are not overly 

important to us because we just heard Jesus say, “One’s life does 

not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” But do we 

believe it? 

Can we sing the words of A Mighty Fortress wholeheartedly: 

“Were they to take our house, Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

Though life be wrenched away, They cannot win the day...”? All 

of us have sung those words, but do we believe them? 

I would rather not have to find out what it would be like to lose 

honor, child, spouse, or house. I already know what it feels like 

to read my investment statements and see that they have lost 

thousands upon thousands of dollars in the past six months. 

My brain may grasp the concept that the things of this world are 

meaningless, but my heart is not so easily convinced. 

On Friday, Darla and I attended the funeral of a twenty one year 

old. We saw in the faces of the parents the anguish experienced 

when a child is wrenched away. 

Yesterday Darla shared with me a story from the Kentucky 

flooding. I Googled it. “As the rising tide filled their Knott 

County home, Riley Noble and Amber Smith escaped to the roof 

with their children, 18-month-old Chance; Nevaeh, 4; Riley Jr., 

6; and Maddison, 8. But when the structure washed out from 

underneath them, the six of them “managed to get to a tree,” 

cousin Brittany Trejo said. 

There, Noble and Smith “held the children a few hours before a 

big tide came and wash[ed] them all away at the same time,” 

Trejo told the Lexington Herald-Leader. “The mother and father 

was stranded in the tree for 8 hours before anyone got there to 

help.” 

Rescuers found Riley Jr. and Nevaeh’s bodies yesterday, 

according to Trejo. Maddison and Chance’s remains were 

discovered early Friday, she said…” 

All of us have experience loss. Maybe not in such a tragic way or 

on such a grand scale, but each of us has had loved ones, wealth, 

or health wrenched away. 

How do we make sense of all this? … Do the words of Solomon 

and Jesus help? “All is vanity and a striving after the wind.” 

“One’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.” “I have seen everything under the sun, and behold, 

all is vanity and a striving after wind.” 

If God created us for this world, why is it that all is vanity and a 

striving after wind? But did God create us for this world? No! 

At the Youth Gathering the speakers put it this way: We know 

the beginning of the story – how God created everything good. 

We know the end of the story – how we will be without sin and 

enjoy all the wonders of the new heaven and new earth. For now, 

though, we live in the messy middle. 

As earthly creatures, we are very much in this world. This reality 

is the only one we know until we are introduced to another one. 

This world, and the things of this world, are all we know until we 

are introduced to something better. 

https://www.kentucky.com/news/state/kentucky/article263953661.html


Jesus acknowledges this tension as He prays to His Father for 

you just before His arrest, trial, and crucifixion: “But now I am 

coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they 

may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your 

word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the 

world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that you take 

them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 

They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world” (John 

17:13-16). 

We are in this world, but not of this world. In this world, 

Solomon says, “There is nothing better for a person than that he 

should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I 

saw, is from the hand of God, for apart from him who can eat or 

who can have enjoyment?”  

The best we can do in this life is to recognize that the things of 

this world are gifts from God, and to enjoy the simple pleasures 

of having enough to eat and drink and having something we like 

to do 

But there is more, much more, than just this life! St. Paul writes 

in Romans 8: “For I consider that the sufferings of this present 

time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 

revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 

revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to 

futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 

hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 

corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 

God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning 

together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the 

creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 

redemption of our bodies” (Vv. 18-23). 

God did not create us for this life. He created Adam and Eve to 

live in a perfect world. And they did, until they ignored God’s 

will and word and chased after something that seemed better. 

Their sin has caused all who follow, and even creation itself to 

groan and long for something better. 

The forbidden fruit was not better. But what God has planned for 

us is better. And it is only possible through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Jesus became a man and lived in our sinful world. But He did it 

without sinning. He could see beyond the messy middle to the 

end of the story. 

He was not without groaning. His ministry began with forty days 

of fasting and being tempted by the devil. His earthly ministry 

ended with Him groaning in pain as He hung from nails driven 

into His hands and feet into a cross on which He would hang 

until He died. Before He died He also groaned as He paid the 

price for our sins by suffering hell in our place crying out, My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

We know why – so that we are not forsaken. The Father turned 

His face away from His Son so that His face shines on us. Jesus 

suffered the Father’s wrath so that the Father is gracious to us – 

so that He looks upon us with favor and gives us peace. 

And we need it. We are in the messy middle. And things will not 

always make sense or be good right and salutary until this world 

passes away. 

And it will. Jesus will come to judge the living and the dead. We 

will rise to everlasting life – the life God created us for. Thanks 

be to God through our Lord Jesus Christ! Amen. 


