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AROUND 

TOWN

 The busiest holiday travel sea-
son in state history begins this Sat-
urday with AAA predicting that 
more than 12 million Californians 
will hit the road during what for 
many will be a four-day weekend. 
 “There will be almost 700,000 
more Californians traveling in 
2018 compared with last year, 
which was the state’s previous re-
cord forecast, says Michael Blasky 
of Triple-A.
 INRIX, a global mobility an-
alytics company, expects driv-
ers will experience the greatest 
amount of congestion starting to-
day – as commuters and holiday 
travelers mix on the busiest road-
ways. Tomorrow, Dec. 20, will be 
the nation’s worst day to travel.
 In addition, more than 1.5 mil-
lion Californians will take flight, 
up about 5.5 percent from last 
year. Expect all major airports 
to be extremely busy — this is 
AAA’s highest projected air travel 
since 2003. 

Record
Holiday
Travel

By Amy Sylvestri
CASTRO VALLEY FORUM

 

 The Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors has approved a three-
year “homelessness action plan” 
for Castro Valley and other unin-
corporated areas, including San 
Lorenzo, Cherryland and Ashland.
 The plan would include dedicat-
ed parking sites for people living 
in their cars, the construction of 
tiny homes, a mobile hygiene unit, 
two winter shelters, a downtown 
street litter team, and more.
 The $10.5-million plan begins 
in January on services for the 
estimated 440 homeless people 
living in the unincorporated area, 
said Chris Bazar, director of the 
county’s community development 
agency at a Board of Supervisors 
meeting last week.
 The plan’s basic goal is to meet 
immediate needs of the homeless 
by linking them to services includ-
ing temporary shelter, food, and 
showers. The overall goal is to re-
duce the number of people living 
on the streets, Bazar said. 
 For every homeless person seen 
on the street, many more are liv-

$10 Million Plan to Assist Homeless OK’d

ing in the creeks and in hidden 
encampments according to data 
from both the county public works 
and sheriff’s offices. The homeless 
population has increased in Ala-
meda County by nearly 40 percent 
just since 
 According to data from both the 

county public works and sheriff’s 
offices, for every homeless per-
son you see on the street, there are 
many more living in the creeks and 
in hidden encampments, Bazar 
said. The county says the homeless 
population has increased by nearly 
40 percent in the past three years.

 Last January, the county 
mapped out these encampments 
where up to 15 people live to-
gether on a semipermanent basis. 
Many are located along the San 
Lorenzo Creek. There’s one at 
Cull Canyon in Castro Valley and 
another by the railroad tracks on 
Springlake Drive.
 One of the first steps of the new 
action plan will be to contact the 
residents of the encampments and 
determine how to best help them, 
county officials said.
The biggest cost identified so far 
is $1.2-million to establish three 
to five safe parking sites where 
people living in their cars can park 
overnight. There would be access 
to restrooms and outreach workers 
at each site, but locations have not 
yet been decided. 
  The county estimates that 
around 50 people are living in their 
cars in the unincorporated area on 
any given night.
 The plan also includes $310,000 
in funding earmarked for the “tiny 
home” project in the First Presby-
terian Church parking lot at 2490 
Grove Way in Castro Valley.

see PLAN on page 6

BIG IDEA: Tom Flemming, who was long bothered by the 
plight of the homeless, with one of the “tiny houses” he 
built last year in his Hayward back yard.

FILE PHOTO BY BRUCE ROBERTS

PHOTOS BY CV ROTARY CLUB

Santa Claus and his helpers arrive at the Adult School by fire engine — sirens blaring and lights 
flashing —as the The Rotary Club of Castro Valley hosted its annual Children’s Christmas Party 
for kids and families living in local shelters. More than a  hundred children and adults attended the 
Dec.11 event where each child received a personal gift and a word of encouragement from Santa. 
Dinner was prepared and served by Rotary members Cliff Sherwood, Randy Vanderbilt, Stephen 
Gray and Dan Willits, and members of the Castro Valley Sanitary District. The party was chaired by 
Rotarian Mark Poniatowski with help from others in the club and the community. Gifts were provided 
by the local California Highway Patrol Toy Collection Program and wrapped by student members of 
the Redwood Christian High School InterAct Club. 
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michele.estatesales@gmail.com 
20407 Santa Maria Ave. and 2510 San Carlos Ave.

ESTATE LIQUIDATION
Estate Sales & Consignments

Michele Markovich Antiques

Cell- 882-3242

177 Lewelling Blvd  •  San Lorenzo, CA  
510.924.4200  •  CrunchSanLorenzo.com
Offer valid at the specified location only and expires 12/31/2018. Amenities and pricing vary by membership 
level and location. Guest pass valid for 1st time guests with local ID and must be used for consecutive days. 
Additional fees and restrictions may apply. See club for details. © 2018 Crunch IP Holdings, LLC

awesome classes  •  tons of weights  •  personal & group training 
miles of cardio  •  tanning & HydroMassage®  •  #NOJUDGMENTS

TRY US  OUT BY 12/31  WITH A

3-day guest pass!

Join today for $10.95/month! 

TIME TO:
#itscrunchtime

Former High School Performers 
Teaming Up for New Year’s Eve

Dr. Maggie Francisco

 Third in a series highlighting 
local talent featured in “Duettos,” 
the Second Annual New Year’s 
Eve celebration at Castro Valley 
Center for the Arts on Dec. 31 at 
6:00 p.m. For tickets, please visit:  
www.cvartsfoundation.org.shows

 Children are constantly being 
asked, “What do you want to do 
when you grow up? 
 Maggie Francisco (CVHS ’08) 
and Erin Sullivan (CVHS ’12) 
credit their opportunities with the 
choir and drama programs at Cas-
tro Valley High School as instru-
mental in achieving their career 
goals. 
 Maggie Francisco headed to 
University of Pacific majoring in 
Biochemistry (minoring in music) 
on her way to becoming an Op-
tometrist.
 Erin Sullivan graduated from 
NYU Tisch in Drama with an em-
phasis in musical theater and still 
lives in New York pursuing her 
dream of earning her living as an 
actor. She has since expanded her 
work to include TV/film, and voi-
ceovers.
 At the CV Center for the Arts, 

Maggie had “many hats” during 
high school as actress, soloist, 
stage manager, director. Erin add-
ed choreographer to the list. 
 Maggie’s starring role was 
playing Belle in “Beauty and the 
Beast,” a role she had been prep-
ping for since preschool when 
she used a diaper for Belle’s sig-
nature headscarf and her Easter 
basket filled with Legos to “feed 

the chickens” as she mimicked the 
Disney movie.
 Erin showed her interest early 
too, when she danced on stage as 
a three year old, entertaining  the 
cast of “King and I” on the Broad-
way stage where her uncle was 
performing. 
 Erin studied at Tamie’s Stu-
dio and later at Michelle’s Dance 
X-plosion. She played Sharpay in 
“High School Musical” and Ros-
ie in “Bye, Bye Birdie” as well as 
choreographed the popular Pops 
Concerts while at CVHS.  
 As top students, both wom-
en credit their involvement with 
the arts in giving balance to their 
lives, engendering confidence and 
teaching them leadership skills. 
Come see Erin and Maggie as they 
return to their alma mater.
 Terry Liebowitz is a founding 
member of the Castro Valley Arts 
Foundation.

 Davis Street Family Resource 
Center in San Leandro is facing 
a severe toy shortage for its Holi-
day Basket program. Some 1,500 
children are at risk of not receiving 
toys for Christmas. The biggest 

shortage of toys is for children 
ages 9-15 although all age appro-
priate toys are needed. Drop off 
new, unwrapped toys at 3081 Tea-
garden Street in San Leandro from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. through tomorrow.

Toy Shortage at Davis Street

By Terry Liebowitz
SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

Almanac Moon Phases

Castro Valley Weather      Dec. 19 - 23, 2018

Dec.
22

Dec.
29

Sun sets at 4:52 p.m. today, rises at 7:20 a.m. Thursday.   

Wednesday
Partly Cloudy

 High 62° Low 47°      

Thursday
Partly Sunny

High 58° Low 49°      

Saturday
Partly Sunny

High 58° Low 43°

Sunday
Showers

 High 59° Low 47°

Past Week’s Rain:  00.85
Season To Date:     06.43
Normal To Date:   06.19
Season Average:     21.22

Jan.
5

Friday
Partly Cloudy

High 58 Low 41°

Jan.
13
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 Bahroz Mohmad and wife Hus-
sna took their oath of allegiance to 
become new U.S. citizens at Hay-
ward City Hall on Friday. 
 Bahroz was recently honored at 
the White House for his outstand-
ing service in a battle in Afghani-
stan. He entered the U.S. in 2012 
on a special visa for Afghans who 
served the Army as translators.  
 The Hayward couple were 
among 44 immigrants from 19 na-
tions sworn in by U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services District 
Director John Kramar during the 
morning ceremony. PHOTO BY SHARON RUMMERY

Spousal Battery
Sunday, December 16: at 9:21 
a.m., a 911 call about a loud and 
aggressive-sounding argument 
sent Sheriff’s deputies to an apart-
ment on Grove Way near Cen-
ter Street. There, they arrested a 
39-year-old woman on suspicion 
of spousal battery. Deputies took 
the woman into custody. The vic-
tim was treated at the scene.
 

Probation Violation
And Illegal Narcotics

Friday, December 14: at 8:37 p.m., 
a 27-year-old man from San Lo-
renzo was arrested on suspicion 
of violating the terms of his pro-
bation, possession of illegal nar-
cotics, and possession of metham-
phetamine drugs. Deputies pulled 
the man over for a traffic citation 
on Castro Valley Boulevard near 
the on ramp for westbound In-
terstate 580. The man was hand-
cuffed and taken into custody.
 

Wanted Man with
A Stolen Vehicle

Thursday, December 13: at 8:21 
p.m., deputies arrested a 21-year-
old man from Castro Valley on 
suspicion of possession of a stolen 
vehicle. The man was also wanted 
for a related warrant issued for his 
capture. Deputies served the war-
rant at a home on Ada Street near 
Star Avenue. The man was taken 
to Santa Rita Jail pending $5,000 
in bail.
 

Family Spat in Parking Lot
Thursday, December 13: at 9:30 
p.m., a 30-year-old man from San 
Leandro was arrested on suspicion 
of spousal battery and damaging a 
phone used to call for help. Depu-
ties responded to an altercation in 
the parking lot of a grocery store 
on Redwood Road near Castro 
Valley Boulevard. The man was 
handcuffed and taken into custo-
dy. The victim was treated at the 
scene.

Wanted Man, Hidden Knife
Friday, December 14: at 1:51 a.m., 
deputies arrested a 39-year-old 
man with no permanent address on 
suspicion of possession of a con-
cealed knife with a blade longer 
than 2 inches. The man was also 
wanted as part of a warrant issued 
for his capture. Deputies stopped 
the man for questioning outside 
a business on Castro Valley Bou-
levard and Marshall Street where 
they confirmed his warrant. They 
took the man to Santa Rita Jail 
pending $5,000 in bail.

Wanted Man Blasting Music
Friday, December 14: at 3:33 a.m., 
a 51-year-old man with no per-
manent address was arrested after 
deputies pulled him over for blast-
ing his car stereo in the middle of 
the night. Deputies report the man 
was wanted as part of a warrant is-
sued for his capture. During their 
questioning, the man was addi-
tionally charged with possession 
of illegal drugs and paraphernalia. 
Deputies transported the man to 
Santa Rita Jail pending $32,000 
in bail.

Taking Oath of Allegiance

SHERIFF’S REPORTS
COMPILED BY MICHAEL SINGER • CASTRO VALLEY FORUM

FACIAL ........$40

HOT STONE
60 minutes....$50

Cannot be
combined
with any

other
offers.

Exp. 12/25/18

$5 Off
On All Services

Bring In Ad Get

over $35

FOOT & BODY TREATMENT
70 minutes....$40 • 90 minutes....$45

20660 Redwood Rd., Castro Valley
510-889-0268 • 10am - 9:30pm Daily

(Wells Fargo Plaza)

5¢ OFF*

EVERY WED.
Quality Gas At
OFF BRAND

PRICES! 
Reg. & Unleaded 

Gas

Gas Station
18950 Lake Chabot Rd., 
Castro Valley 

Must Present Coupon At 
The Time Of Write-Up. 

SMOG
TEST

510-888-1334

Castro Valley

6 Days/Week

$1000
OFF

Mon-Sat 8:30am-5:30pm

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 
Ester-C
With Citrus
Bioflavonoids
500mg
240 caps

American Health
Vitamins
Including...

FREE In-Home Consultation!
We help you improve your home

entertainment and home automation
systems one step at a time.

“Quality Home Theater
at a Reasonable Price”

510-473-2887  

brian@nextstepae.com | www.nextstepae.com
Castro Valley

19992 Redwood Rd., Castro Valley, CA 94546

Alan D. West
Attorney at Law

Specializing in Estate Planning

LIVING TRUSTS
...Avoid probate
...Eliminate or significantly  
   reduce estate taxes

510-889-6692

RECENT HOME SALES
Castro Valley ————————
18110 Apricot Way  94546: $814,000 3 BD - 2,248 SF - 2002  
18651 Pepper Street  94546: $875,000 3 BD - 1,562 SF - 2000  
19998 Shadow Creek Cir  94552: $925,000 4 BD - 1,970 SF - 1999  
20967 Glenwood Drive  94552: $935,000 3 BD - 2,197 SF - 1994  
18549 Greenridge Court  94552:  $1,125,000 
18549 Greenridge Court  94552: $1,125,000     2,119 SF - 1976  
20175 San Miguel Ave  94546: $1,850,000 3 BD - 756 SF - 1953  
7144 Dublin Meadows St  94568: $540,000 2 BD - 1,007 SF - 1992  
TOTAL SALES: 8 
LOWEST AMOUNT: $508,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT: $930,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,850,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT:  $1,019,625

San Leandro —————————
3811 Yorkshire Street #2  94578: $435,000 2 BD - 918 SF - 1987  
357 Maud Avenue  94577: $475,000 2 BD - 1,568 SF - 1972  
16800 Los Banos Street  94578: $508,000 4 BD - 1,603 SF - 1955  
1353 Jean Way  94577: $515,000 2 BD - 995 SF - 1942  
891 Martin Boulevard  94577: $545,000 2 BD - 817 SF - 1942  
2078 Trombas Avenue  94577: $605,000 2 BD - 1,009 SF - 1944  
1661 Grand Avenue  94577: $610,000 3 BD - 1,060 SF - 1946  
1096 Auburn Avenue  94579: $615,000 3 BD - 1,081 SF - 1951  
15305 Churchill Street  94579: $630,000 3 BD - 1,092 SF - 1950  
3733 Carmel Way  94578: $650,000 3 BD - 1,606 SF - 1954  
1582 Wayne Avenue  94577: $670,000 4 BD - 1,968 SF - 1942  
380 Bowling Green Street  94577: $680,000 3 BD - 1,067 SF - 1942  
1060 Belleau Street  94579: $700,000 3 BD - 1,419 SF - 1958  
523 Warden Avenue  94577: $730,000 4 BD - 2,080 SF - 1946  
1910 Lomita Drive  94578: $751,000 3 BD - 2,115 SF - 1968  
15568 Baypoint Avenue  94579: $827,000 4 BD - 2,405 SF - 2000  
16621 Selby Drive  94578: $830,000 3 BD - 1,837 SF - 1965  
2093 Fairway Drive  94577: $1,300,000 8 BD - 3,240 SF - 1963  
1049 Via Honda  194580: $700,000 3 BD - 1,484 SF - 1965  
TOTAL SALES: 19 
LOWEST AMOUNT: $315,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT: $630,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,300,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $652,157

 Castro Valley resident Dr. Harry 
Carter made a special encore ap-
pearance last month at a 40th anni-
versary gala for the San Francisco 
Bay Area Chamber Choir, which 
he founded in 1978. 
 Carter and the choir’s subse-
quent three directors each took a 
turn conducting at the event, invit-
ing past choir members to join in 
the final two pieces. 
 The choir, which has traveled 
the world and also gives local 
performances, practices at Faith 
Lutheran Church in Castro Valley. 
They sing a cappella and accom-
panied masterworks from the 15th 
through the 21st centuries.
 “It all started when my wife El-
len and I went to Europe to teach at 
the U.S. Army dependents’ school 
in Karlsruhe, Germany. This was 
1960 to 1961, and during that year 
we sang in a German chamber 
choir,” says Carter. 
 A musical event called “Europa 
Cantat” was organized by a friend 
there, in hopes of bridging the 
continued animosity between the 
German and French people after 
WWII.

Castro Valley resident 
Dr. Harry Carter

San Francisco Bay Area Chamber Choir’s 40th anniversary concert and gala was held last 
month at Kehilla Community Synagogue, Piedmont.

 

 “They couldn’t speak to each 
other, but they could sing togeth-
er,” Carter says.
 When he returned to the states, 
Carter eventually became a choral 
music professor at Cal State Hay-
ward. His European friends urged 
him to bring a choir over to a Eu-
ropa Cantat, which is held every 
three years. Carter took up the sug-
gestion, bringing a choir of about 
40 Cal State students to a 1979 
Cantat in Lucerne, Switzerland.
 One of the original choir mem-
bers, Sarah Cane, joined the group 

in her senior year of college.
 “The opportunities and adven-
tures brought to a 21-year-old 
informed my whole future. Over 
the next three decades, Harry and 
Ellen took us to Europe 10 times,” 
said Cane in the gala’s program 
notes.
 Carter adds, “It was great fun. 
When we started, we didn’t realize 
that this would still be a choir in 
40 years. It was always delightful 
traveling with them, because we 
all knew each other. 
 “We have lots of wonderful 
memories, and the level of singing 
difficult pieces was so good. We 
often did joint concerts with Euro-
pean choirs.”
 After Carter’s retirement, the 
group was directed by David 
Stein, Anthony Pasqua and Ofer 
Dal Lal. Many Castro Valley res-
idents have joined San Francisco 
Bay Area Chamber Choir over the 
years, including the Carter’s son 
Geoff and Canyon Middle School 
choir director Katie Burke.  
 The choir gives its final perfor-
mance for the year, directed by 
Ofer Dal Lal, this Saturday, Dec. 
22, at 7 p.m. at St. Gregory of Nys-
sa Episcopal Church, 500 DeHaro 
St., San Francisco.

PHOTOS BY LINDA SANDSMARK

Linda Sandsmark
CASTRO VALLEY FORUM

CV’s Dr. Harry Carter Honored 
At Choir’s 40th Anniversary Gala
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The Week Ahead
Community Calendar

REGULAR GOVERNMENT MEETINGS
• Castro Valley Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) meets on land-
use issues on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month, and holds general 
purpose meetings on most 3rd Mondays. Meetings are at 6 p.m. at the 
Castro Valley Library Chabot Room, 3600 Norbridge Avenue. 
• Castro Valley School Board usually meets at 7 p.m. on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of the month at 4400 Alma Ave.
• Castro Valley Sanitary District (CVSan) meets at 6:30 p.m. on 
the first Tuesday of the month at the District Headquarters, 21040 
Marshall St.  
• Alameda County Board of Supervisors meets every Tuesday at 
10:45 a.m. in the Supervisors Chambers in Oakland. 

CASTRO VALLEY CENTER FOR THE ARTS
 Tickets for Center for the Arts events listed below are available 
online at www.cvcfa.com; or at the Center Box Office, 19501 Red-
wood Road, Thursdays and Fridays 3-5 p.m. (phone 889-8961), or 
at the Castro Valley Adult School, 4430 Alma Avenue.
● “Duettos” New Year’s Eve Celebration, a magical evening 
of music, featuring Matthew Liebowitz, guitarist Glen Deardorff, and 
Maggie Francisco and Erin Sullivan performing Broadway favorites 
and Billboard hits. The party starts at 6 p.m. with champagne and small 
bites, followed by the show at 7:30 p.m. (Please, only 21+ may attend.) 
For tickets, visit cvartsfoundation.org/shows

● “The Nutcracker,” Tchaikovsky’s classic ballet, will be presented 
in its full length by the Alameda Civic Ballet as it returns to the Castro 
Valley Center for the Arts for three performances: at 7 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 21, and at 2 p.m. on  Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 22-23. Alameda 
Civic Ballet is celebrating its 13th production of its Nutcracker ballet 
this year. Purchase tickets ($24-$38) at www.AlamedaNutcracker.com 
or www.brownpapertickets.com/event/3601382 or call 1-800-838-3006 
for these performances.

OTHER THEATRICAL & MUSICAL PERFORMANCES
● “Kill Me, Deadly,” a theatre production of Bill Robens’ hilarious 
film noir spoof, will be performed by students of the Castro Valley Dra-
matic Arts Academy on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 21-22 at 7 p.m. at 
the Douglas Morrisson Theatre in Hayward. For tickets ($25 adults/$20 
students) visit cvdaa.org

ART GALLERIES & ART INSTRUCTION
l Learn to Paint with Watercolor: San Lorenzo Adult School 
is offering a watercolor painting class on Wednesday mornings with 
instructor Monica Satterthwaite. All levels are welcome, beginners to 
experienced painters. The 12-week course is $75 plus materials. Regis-
ter in person at the San Lorenzo Adult School, 820 Bockman Road, San 
Lorenzo. For time and other information, call 510-317-4200.

● “Cultures in Transition: Photos by Oliver Klink, celebrat-
ing the cultures of Asia including Bhutan, Myanmar, China, Mongolia, 
and India, will be on exhibit through Feb. 15 in the PhotoCentral Gal-
lery, at the HARD District Offices, 1099 E St. in Hayward. For more 
info, call 510-881-6721 or email info@photocentral.org or visit www.
photocentral.org

● “Celebrate Women!” presenting the works of over 50 accom-
plished artists, writers, and musicians, is currently being show-
cased at the John O’Lague Galleria in Hayward City Hall. It is 
the second regional exhibit of the Northern California branch of 
the National League of American Pen Women.

l Artist Open Studio Every Thursday: Join this informal gath-
ering of artists working together in a friendly and helpful atmosphere. 
Adobe Art Center hosts provides tables, chairs and easels. $3. Thurs-
days 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Redwood Studio 1 at the Adobe Art Center, 
20395 San Miguel Ave, Castro Valley 

l Wednesday, December 19:  Free Holiday Concert
 Get your family and friends together for some holiday cheer at a free 
concert this evening at 7:30. The Castro Valley Adult School Commu-
nity Band gets rave reviews for its holiday concerts conducted by Kathy 
Maier. The event will be held in the Castro Valley High School Cafeteria 
and be followed by free refreshments courtesy of Castro Valley Adult & 
Career Education.

l Saturday, December 22:  Caroling, Cookies & Cocoa
 Drop by the San Leandro Church of Christ at 601 MacArthur Blvd. 
from 5 - 7:30 p.m. this Saturday to munch on homemade cookies and 
sip hot chocolate while joining in singing a carol or two. Invite a friend! 
We’ll gather in front of the church building on the corner of MacArthur 
Blvd. and Lewis Avenue.

l Saturday, December 22:  Woodwind & Brass Concert
 Enjoy live music in the Chabot Room at Castro Valley Library at 2 
p.m. this Saturday as two local groups — the Hillside Woodwind Quin-
tet and the Montecito Brass Ensemble — present a program of light 
classical and seasonal music. Each group will perform individually and 
the program will conclude with an ensemble performance. Members of 

Submissions to The Forum
 The Community Calendar is for publicizing the activities of non-prof-
it organizations, local government agencies, charities and community 
groups. It is not intended to be used for the advertising of commercial 
events, whether admission is charged or free. Items for the Community 
Calendar as well as news submissions must be received by 6 p.m. Friday 
for inclusion in the following Wednesday’s newspaper. Send informa-
tion in an email to: fredz@ebpublishing.com. Do not send flyers or 
posters as we cannot use them. 

the groups are local residents who wish to share their love of music with 
the community. The groups have performed throughout the Bay Area. 
No reservations are required. For more information call 510-667-7900, 
or see Events at www.aclibrary.org/branches/CSV

l Tuesday, December 25:  Christmas Concert & Dinner
 Badarikashrama,, at 15602 Maubert Ave. in San Leandro, invites you 
to a Christmas Concert and International Vegetarian Dinner, featuring 
Indian and other cuisines, and many, many vegan items, at 3 p.m. on 
Christmas Day. The concert will be by Shubangi Sakhalkar with Vivek 
Datar. The event is free and open to all. Reservations suggested but no 
one will be turned away. Call 510-278-2444 for information.

l Monday, December 31:  Plethos New Year’s Eve Party
 Ring in 2019 with Castro Valley’s newest community theatre 
company — Plethos Productions — and a Talent Showdown with 
stand-up comedy and musical theatre, from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. New 
Year’s Eve at Ristorante Di Parma, 22532 Foothill Blvd. For tick-
ets ($50, which includes tasty Italian small plates and champagne 
toast), visit Plethos.org

l Wednesday, January 2:  Pirate Escape Room Adventure
 Can you beat the clock? The Castro Valley Library presents “Pirate 
Escape Room Adventure” starting at 12 noon on Wednesday, Jan. 2. 
Designed for families and teens, you’ll work as a team using your wits 
to solve puzzles, unlock clues and escape the Room to get the treasure. 
Register you and your family and friends for 1 of 3 time slots: 12 noon 
for families; 1:30 p.m. for teens; and 3 p.m. for families. Children under 
12 must be accompanied by at least 1 adult. For more information or to 
register, call 510-667-7900 or visit www.aclibrary.org

l Tuesday, January 8:  Buon Tempo Family-Style Dinner
 Everyone is welcome to attend the next Buon Tempo Club dinner on 
Jan. 8, when Chef John Tandi and crew will be serving a five-course 
family-style dinner of Chicken with Polenta, at 7 p.m. at Mt. Tabor Hall, 
Transfiguration Church, 4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd. (across from the 
580 Marketplace). Red and white wine and soda are also included. Hap-
py hour is at 6 p.m. The dinner is $15 for members, $20 for non-mem-
bers. Make reservations by Friday, Jan. 4, by calling the Buon Tempo 
dinner line at 510-483-6929 (option 1). For more information about 
events/membership visit www.buontempo.org

l Thursday, January 10:  “Science Fair” Movie Screening
 “Science Fair,” an award-winning National Geographic documentary 

that inspires students and community involvement in science programs, 
will be shown free at the Castro Valley Center for the Arts at 6:30 p.m. 
on Jan. 10. The film follows nine high school students from around the 
globe as they navigate rivalries and setbacks on their journey to compete 
at The International Science and Engineering Fair.

l Saturday, January 12:  Education Funding Rally
 The East Bay Coalition for Public Education will hold a rally for in-
creased funding for education, at noon on Jan. 12 in Frank Ogawa Plaza 
at Oakland City Hall. Let the incoming goverrnor and legislature know 
that students deserve better funded schools.

Tuesday, December 25, 2018
Christmas Day Schedules

l Government: Christmas will be observed as a federal, state, 
county and city holiday on Tuesday, Dec. 25. Except for emergency 
services, all government offices will be closed. The U.S. Postal Ser-
vice, however, will be making some package deliveries.

l Stores, Offices, Restaurants: Some supermarkets, restaurants 
and pharmacies may be open, but most of those will be operating on 
a shortened schedule, so plan ahead for food and medical needs. All 
banks and nearly all business offices, including the Forum office in 
San Leandro, will be closed on Monday. 

l Public Transit: BART trains and AC Transit buses will operate 
on a normal Sunday schedule. For other transit schedules (ferries, 
etc.), visit transit.511.org/schedules/holiday.aspx 

l Garbage Collection: Recycling, organics, and garbage collec-
tion services will occur one day later starting on Dec. 26. Residents 
and businesses with Thursday collection days will have pick up 
on Friday and those with Friday collection days will have pick up 
on Saturday. Holiday trees will be collected curbside on January 
7-11 and 14-18, 2019. Visit www.cvsan.org/HolidayTrees for more 
information on collection guidelines.
  Waste Management of Alameda County offices, the 98th Ave-
nue Cashier, Hayward Pay Station, and Call Center will be closed 
on Tuesday, Dec. 25. For solid waste service questions, call 510-
537-5500 (residential) or 510-613-8700 (commercial/business).

l Castro Valley Sanitary District offices will be closed on 
Monday, Dec. 24 and Tuesday, Dec. 25. Call 510-506-5821 for 
sewer emergencies. For other information regarding CVSan visit 
www.cvsan.org.
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You might be busier than you had expected 
right now. But between the socializing rounds and the workplace tasks, there 
are opportunities for special moments with that certain someone.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your creative approach leads to a quicker-
than-expected solution to a workplace problem. Now you can devote more 
time to that proposal you hope to introduce by midmonth.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Technological glitches create problems early 
on. But by midweek, all runs smoothly once again, and you’re well and truly 
on your way to meeting all your deadlines.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your energy levels are high, and you feel 
you can handle everything that comes along. But try to take a break from your 
hectic pace for some quiet time with someone close to you.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Before you pounce on that shiny new 
opportunity, take more time to check it out to see how much substance actually 
lies beneath all that glitter. A family member has important news.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A personal situation you thought 
was resolved resurfaces, thanks to a possibly well-intentioned move that went 
awry. Deal with it as soon as possible. Accept the help of a trusted friend.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) That goal you set way back when 
is finally in sight. Maintain your focus on achieving it, and don’t allow yourself 
to be distracted by unimportant demands for your attention.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A temperamental flare-up 
creates negative feelings that need to be dealt with immediately. But things 
once again go well after the apologies are made and hurt feelings are soothed.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) An early impulsive 
act causes confusion. But all is smoothed over once explanations are made. 
Expect a friend or family member to ask for your kind and always wise advice.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You might have to do some 
juggling of your priorities, as a personal matter appears to require more time 
and attention. Put your pride aside and accept help from those who offer it.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Your creative aspect is strong. 
Not only does it help you accomplish your goals, but it also inspires others. 
This could lead to a potentially rewarding collaboration opportunity.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Be careful about making major 
decisions when you’re not really committed to them. And resist any pressure 
to do otherwise. Better to delay action until all doubts are resolved.



Seniors

A visit to your parents can be a chance to assess whether 
they need help at home to stay healthy and  independent.

 Home care agencies often see a 
surge in calls in late December and 
early January. Why? Many grown 
children head home for the holi-
days and notice their aging parents 
need some help. 
 “We usually see a surge in de-
mand for care around the holi-
days as families get together and 
adult children notice changes in 
their parents’ well-being and re-
alize they need more support to 
remain safe and independent in 
their homes,” said Austin Hark-
ness, head of care for Honor, a San 
Francisco home care company.  
 Here are ways to tell:
 • If you notice unclean clothes, 
that could signal that a parent is 
having trouble bathing, maintain-
ing personal hygiene or keeping 
up with household chores such as 
laundry. 
 Next, check the kitchen. Open 
the fridge. You’ll notice pretty 
quickly if there’s spoiled food—
but your parents may not. The 
sense of smell diminishes with 
age, especially after 70. Many se-
niors can’t detect unpleasant odors 
that would normally tell them it’s 
time to toss last week’s meat loaf. 
 Diminished sense of smell can 
be an early indicator of Alzhei-
mer’s and Parkinson’s diseases. 
If you sense something isn’t quite 
right, help Mom or Dad to set up 
a doctor’s visit to see if there’s 
something else going on.

Signs Your Aging Parents Need More Help 

 • Have A Look Around
 Your childhood home may look 
the same as ever—but it may not 
work as well for older adults. As 
people age, their environment typ-
ically needs simple upgrades to 
keep them safe. 
 Significantly reduce fall risks by 
taping down throw rugs, removing 
extra furniture, securing electrical 
cords out of pathways and adding 
grab bars in the bathroom. Pay at-
tention to clutter as well. Stacks of 
unopened mail, broken appliances 
or drooping houseplants may also 
signal a need for help. 
 Being unable to manage every-
day activities can be a symptom of 

depression or of cognitive impair-
ment, which often presents like 
depression. 
 If you see any of the above 
warning signs, you may want to 
arrange for your parent to see a 
doctor and for family members or 
professional caregivers to stop by 
and help with projects and chores. 
Just knowing your parents have 
help and resources can relieve 
worry, both yours and theirs.
 • Listen Up
 Is the TV or radio volume blar-
ing? Are conversations repeated? 

Does Mom keep asking “what?” 
or just smiling and nodding in-
stead of participating? Don’t brush 
it off. Difficulty following conver-
sations may be a sign of hearing 
loss, cognitive impairment or both.
 Seniors who begin losing their 
hearing are at greater risk of de-
veloping dementia over time 
since hearing is a brain function. 
Sometimes, hearing aids stimulate 
the sounds needed for the brain to 
restore organization and correctly 
process sounds.
 • Make Sense of Your Senses
 Talking to parents about warn-
ing signs you’ve noticed isn’t fun. 
But do it anyway. Let them know 
you want to be involved to help 
them stay independent for as long 
as possible. Even if you live far 
away there’s a lot you can do, such 
as scheduling appointments and 
finding help with transportation, 
chores and projects. Talk to nearby 
family members about how they 
can help out or set up a visit with a 
home care agency that can provide 
ongoing support. 
 Fear of losing independence 
keeps a lot of seniors tight lipped. 
If your parents are open and honest 
about changing needs, consider it 
a generous holiday gift. They trust 
you’ll know what to do with it.

—North American Precis Synd., Inc.

 Q. I am wondering if I can still 
get deductions for charitable gifts 
under the new tax law? Do you 
have any thoughts on this?

 A. Yes. Under the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act, effective this year, the 
traditional method of making a 
gift and itemizing your deductions 
on your tax form, as in years past, 
may not work. 
 This is because of the way the 
new Standard Deduction works: 
essentially, your charitable and 
other qualified itemized deductions 
would need to exceed the amount 
of the increased Standard Deduc-
tion before you would receive a 
tax benefit for your charitable gifts. 
Reason: you cannot claim both the 
Standard Deduction and itemized 
deductions; you must choose one 
or the other. 
 Under the new tax law, the 
Standard Deduction has been al-
most doubled: it is now $12,000 
per year for single individuals and 
$24,000 per year for a married 
couple filing jointly.  
 But, here’s the good news: there 
are some “workarounds” for those 
who are charitably minded, but 
also wish to also receive a tax ben-
efit. Here are three:
 1. Bunch Your Deductions and 
Make Them in Alternate Years.  
 For example,  if  you are sin-
gle and you normally make up to 
$10,000 per year in charitable de-
ductions consider, instead, making 
$20,000 per year in charitable de-
ductions in alternating years.
 2. Consider a Donor Advised 
Fund (“DAF”) Offered By a Pub-
lic Charity. 
 Many charities offer DAF’s to 
their contributors. A DAF allows 
you to contribute what would nor-
mally be several years’ worth of 
charitable donations into the fund 
in one year, and receive a charita-
ble deduction immediately. 
 Your contribution would then 
typically be invested and grow tax-
free. Meanwhile, you could make 
donations to charities from that 
account as time goes on, whether 
in the year of gift or in following 
years. Additional contributions to 
the DAF in later years would also 
be tax-deductible. 
 However, you should first 

check with your financial advisor 
to choose an appropriate DAF, se-
lecting one with a good manage-
ment and investment record. Since 
the advent of the new law, DAF’s 
have increased in popularity.
 3. Consider a Qualified Chari-
table Donation Through your IRA. 
 If you are at least 70.5 years of 
age, and already taking Minimum 
Required Distributions (“MRD’s”) 
as required by the IRS, you could 
arrange to allocate some of your 
MRD draws directly to a charity 
of your choice. 
 The contribution would still 
count toward your required 
MRD’s, and the distribution will 
not be included in your gross in-
come, which essentially lowers 
your overall income tax bill. 
 However, there are special 
rules. Notably, the contribution 
must be made directly from the 
IRA to the charity; it cannot be 
made to you initially, with you lat-
er turning around and sending the 
funds off to the charity. 
 Check with your IRA custodian 
to see if it offers this service. I un-
derstand that Fidelity, Vanguard, T. 
Rowe Price, and Charles Schwab 
offer this option to their customers. 
 Note: the charity must receive 
the contribution and cash the 
check before the end of the tax 
year to make this work.  Although 
you will then receive a Form 1099-
R, it is up to you – not your broker-
age company – to properly report 
the contribution as a nontaxable 
Qualified Charitable Donation.
 Gene L. Osofsky is an Elder 
Law and Estate Planning attorney 
in Hayward. Visit his website at 
www.LawyerForSeniors.com.

Q&A: Charitable Gifts 
Under New Tax Law?

By Gene L. Osofsky, Esq.
SPECIAL TO THE FORUM
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NMLS #291773

NMLS Consumer Access: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

HighTechLending, Inc. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential 
Mortgage Lending Act. NMLS #7147.  Licensed in CA# 4130937.
2030 Main Street #350, Irvine, CA 92614.

510-583-8123

Lori Reisfelt
Reverse Mortgage Consultant  

Live more comfortably today, and
be better prepared for tomorrow.

• Turn Home Equity into Cash
• Pay off existing Mortgage(s) and Other Debt
• No Monthly Mortgage Payments
• FHA Insured and HUD Regulated

“I pledge to provide straight forward information and excellent service.”

License#015601501

Senior Residential & Assisted Living
• 24 Hour Care • Socializing

• Activities • Chef Prepared Meals
• Housekeeping • Laundry

• Quality of Life • Independence
• Legacy

Private and Shared Apartments Available!
Call today for a Free

Lunch & Tour
510-276-2872

21000 Mission Blvd., Hayward CA 94541

Yes, we are
Pet Friendly!

www.the-creeks.com 
The Community that Remembers the Joy of Living.

• All Inclusive
 Pricing

• Engaging
 Activities

• Monthly Support
   Group

Call for
a Tour Today.

6127 E. Castro Valley Blvd. 
Castro Valley, CA 94552 

OAK
CREEK

RCFE#015601507

510-889-7515 

www.the-creeks.com 
Helping Our Seniors Find a Meaningful Day.

RCFE#015601256 

22424 Charlene Way 
Castro Valley, CA 94546 

510-889-1300 

WILLOW
CREEK

Alzheimer’s &
Dementia Care

Call for a Tour Today.

• All Inclusive
 Pricing
• Fully Furnished
 Suits
• Monthly Support
 Group

JORDAN LAW
WINKLER LAW

Living Trusts &
Trust Administration

Probate • Wills
Real Estate • Litigation

— Give Us a Call —
Most Initial Consultations

Are Free
(510) 357-3403

1883 East 14th Street
San Leandro

PG 05 SENIORS 12/19/18-CVF.indd   1 12/18/18   3:50 PM
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HOLIDAYS AROUND TOWN

*FREE ITEM MUST BE OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE. OFFERS EXPIRE 12-31-18.

VETERINARY CLINICS
Every Sunday

From 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Ho! Ho! Ho!

BUY 3 GET 4TH FREE
Dog & Cat Treats or Toys

710  E. 14th St. • San Leandro
510-638-2005

www.mikesfeedandpets.com
MONDAY-SATURDAY 9AM-7PM

SUNDAY 10AM-6PM

10% OFF ANYTHING!
With this ad, on any in-stock merchandise.
May not be combined with any other offer.

*

BUY 3 GET 4TH FREE
Fresh & Salt Water Fish

*

20% OFF ALL DOG HOUSES
Keep your best friend warm and dry this winter!

Holiday Sale!

BMW
Specialists

19592 Center Street,
Castro Valley, CA 94546

510-582-0201

www.Autoanalysts2.com

5 Stars on

Auto Analysts IIAuto Analysts II

REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE

Makes the Holidays 
a Bite Better

GHIRARDELLI CHOCOLATE
FACTORY OUTLET 

1111 139TH AVE SAN LEANDRO

15%OFF
TOTAL CHOCOLATE
PURCHASE

*Cannot be combined with any other discount or coupon.

2457 Grove Way, Castro Valley

Castro Valley Hayward
STORAGE

Wishes Our Community
A Very Safe and Festive

Holiday Season

Bakery Hours:
Wed. & Thurs.: 7am-3pm

Fridays: 7 a.m.- 4pm
Saturdays: 8am-4pmKARIN JOHNSON

Specialty Cakes and Pastries

Cakes           
Tarts           

Cookies 
Muffins 

Galettes
Breakfast Pastries

20865 Redwood Rd.,
Castro Valley

(Lucky Shopping Center)

ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY DESSERTS NOW!  ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY DESSERTS NOW!  

*Gluten Free Options

karinjohnsoncakes@yahoo.com

510-733- 3121 • 20641 Rustic Drive, Castro Valley
Open 7 days a week

$5 OFF*

Any In-store Purchase

We Now Offer FTD Flower Services

*When you place any FTD delivery order.

Send Flowers to Friends & Family!

582-7761
Boots-Shoes-Repairs

BOOTS & 
SLIPPERS

Mens & Womens

ALL 
MAJOR
CREDIT 
CARDS

Since 
1958

Free Water proofing • Free Christmas Lay-A-Way

22443 Foothill Blvd., Downtown Hayward

Twenty
Styles to 

choose
from

MON - THURS 9am-6pm/FRI 9am-7pm/SAT 9am-5:30pm, SUN 11am-4pm

STARTING DEC. 16th20408 San Miguel Ave., Castro Valley
Call 886-6887 or 332-1806 • Ask for Katy

A FULL SERVICE SALON
N-V-Us Looks

Katy & Daughter Danell

$  $  $  $  $  $  $
Can’t Qualify with the BANK?

Today is Your Lucky Day!
REAL ESTATE LOANS
510-909-0957

Gaukroger Enterprises LTD
MICHAEL GAUKROGER, Broker

47 Years Experience DRE# 01355785

Investments, Business Purpose

PIZZA SPECIAL 

25% OFF*
BREAKFAST
Sat. & Sun. 7am - 9am
*Excludes alcohol. Can’t be

combined with any other offer. 

$300 OFF*  Any
Regular Size Pizza

3600 Castro Valley Blvd. Castro Valley
510-876-5151 • www.DineJPs.com

Banquet Room
Available

Santa
& Mrs. Clausecoming to Jp’s, Dec.1, 14, 21 • 5 - 8 pm

• Nightly Specials
• Soup made fresh daily
• Happy Hours: Weekdays
   3-6 pm, Sun. 3-8 pm
• Steak, Seafood, Pasta,
   Burgers, Salads,
   Sandwiches, Pizza,
   Chicken Wings
• Prime Rib Every Thursday
• Sunday’s Family Style
   Specials

*Takeout only. Good for up to 3 pizzas. 
Can’t be combine with any other offers, 

must present coupon. Exp. 1/31/19.

$2 OFF* WEEKDAY BREAKFAST
*With min. purchase of $20, limit one per table, can’t be combine with
  any other offers, must present coupon, Exp. 1/31/19.

Open Every Day
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Full Bar, 14 TV’s
Banquet Service up 100 persons

Dupree’s Makes Shopping Easy!
Cheval Mirror  .......................... $69
Jewerly Armoire  ...... $129 & Up
Recliner .................... $199 & Up
2pc. Vanity & Stool  .. $119 & Up
Curio Cabinet  ........... $299 & Up  

CREDIT

1900 E. 14th St. • San Leandro 
357-3000

44
Years

Experience

EASY LAYAWAY & FINANCING AVAILABLE

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM-6PM • SATURDAY 10AM-5PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

www.Duprees-Furniture.com

“Make your house a Dupree’s home”

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE!
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Thank-You…
Tender Loving Care for

advertising with us for over 10 years!

We truly appreciate all
of our advertisers!

San Leandro Times / Castro Valley Forum

REACH OVER 60,000 READERS
Advertise your services in 
both of our newspapers… 
at one low price!

HOME
SERVICES
DIRECTORY
For More Information, 

Call  614-1558

CASTRO VALLEY FORUM
San Leandro Times

Construction

(510) 909-8552
FREE ESTIMATES  •  LIC. #818840

www.bayareacontractor.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Additions / Remodels

Kitchens / Baths • French Drains
Foundations / Dry Rot / Stucco

Retaining Walls / Patios
Decks / Construction & Repair

� �

Painting

Diego Painting
• Residential/

Commercial
• Interior/

Exterior
• Power Washing

(510) 331-6152

Lic. #855054 • diegopainting@comcast.net
www.diegopainting.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Roofing

Call Now For A Free Written
Roof Analysis & Estimate

Serving San Leandro & The Entire
Bay Area. For Those Who Demand

Superior Personalized Attention.
SINCE 1975 / FULLY INSURED

Complete Residential & Commercial 
Roof Systems

(510) 357-5116

K     R E E D     R O O F I N G

Lic. #311818

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Plumbing

510-969-4358
LIC. #904794

Compare
Our Prices!
FREE ESTIMATES
24/7 SERVICE

CAPELLI PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING

Military & Senior Discounts
Family Owned & Operated

Gardening / Tree Service

EXCELLENT REFERENCES / SINCE 1994
INSURED / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / UNLICENSED

CALL 510-385-2122

TREE SERVICE

PEREZ
Gardening &
Maintenance

Pruning, Topping, Removing, Synthetic
Grass Installation, Planting, New Lawns &
Lawn Care, Sprinkler Systems, Lots & Hill-
sides Cleaned & Planted, Drainage/Gutters,
Fences, Decks, Patios, Arbors, Concrete, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES

Painting

Q Residential & Commercial
Q Interior & Exterior Painting
Q Drywall
Q Home Restoration
Q Custom Finishes

Painting the Bay Area
Since 1983

510-919-7903
Coastbrushworks.com

Lic. #662915

Fences/Decks

FREE ESTIMATES!
510-706-6189

Randy McFarland

Fence Leaning?
Don’t Replace…
Repair & Save!
*Reinforcement of existing
fences is my only buisness,

Rotted posts are my specialty.

Advertise with us
today in the

HOME SERVICES
DIRECTORY

HAVE SERVICES?

REACH OVER 60,000 READERS
Advertise your services in 
both of our newspapers… 
at one low price!

For More Information, Call  614-1558

CASTRO VALLEY FORUM
San Leandro Times

HOME SERVICES
DIRECTORY

REACH OVER 60,000 READERS
Call today for ad rates 

and availability.

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Call  614-1558

www.tlc-housecleaning.com
510-481-9193

House Cleaning Service
Family Owned Since 1980

WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

BONDED & INSURED  •  ALL TAXES PAID

EMPLOYEES
COVERED BY
WORKERS’

COMP. STATE
DISABILITY
INSURANCE FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing
in detailed

cleaning tailored
to your home

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

HAVE SERVICES? CALL US

REACH OVER
60,000
READERS BY
ADVERTISING 
IN THE

ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 65,000ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 65,000

SERVICES
10 words
(1 week)

Call 510-614-1558 (Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m - 5 p.m.)
2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA  94577

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD TO VIEW THE CLASSIFIED ADS
Visit our Websites 24 hours a day

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE
New ads, cancellations or ad changes:

MONDAY BY 5:00 P.M.www.sanleandrotimes.com
www.castrovalleyforum.com

510-614-1558
510-483-4209

VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER ACCEPTED

RENTALS
10 words
(1 week)

10 words
(3 weeks)

HELP WANTED
10 words
(1 week)

GARAGE SALES
10 words
(1 week)

10 words
(3 weeks)

CALL

EMAIL

$35$35 $30$30 $35$35 $30$30 $35$35 $30$30

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD ON OUR WEBSITE AND SAVE $5 PER WEEK OFF THE ABOVE PRICES!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

AUTOMOBILES/TRUCKS
CYCLES/TRAVEL TRAILERS

1972 Honda CL-450 Scrambler. 
Original paint & graphics, red. 
$1,700.   510-878-2698.

SELL YOUR CAR OR TRUCK  
with a Classified Ad

For more info or to place an ad
call 510-614-1558

San Leandro Times/Castro Valley Forum

AUTOMOBILES WANTED

I  buy used Travel trailers and Pop-
up trailers. Please call Miller 510-
209-7524.

CHURCH

You’re Invited!
NATIVITY OF JESUS LIVE

Dec. 18, 19, 20, 21
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Drive by and experience the    
Living Nativity. Live actors       

portraying the birth of Jesus.
Castro Valley Church of the     

Nazarene, 19230 Lake Chabot 
Road, Castro Valley  581-8377

www.castrovalleynaz.org

CONCRETE SERVICE

*AFFORDABLE CONCRETE. Drive-
ways, Walkways, Patios, Retaining
Walls, etc. Lic.#868589. 510-575-1163

*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio,
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete,
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1004427. Milo  
510-502-9336.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

Need Contractor Service?
Check our HOME SERVICE 
& CLASSIFIED ads for help!

Castro Valley Forum/San Leandro Times

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by
the Contractors State License Board.

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

*LOOKING  FOR  WORK?
Check the Help Wanted ads on    
the next page of this newspaper.

Also: Limited Time Offer! You  
can run  a FREE 15 word “Employ-

ment Wanted” ad. Ad runs in       
the San Leandro Times & Castro 
Valley Forum. Call  510-614-1558

to place an ad or for more info.
(Some restrictions may apply)

Licensed preschool teacher can 
babysit evenings/ weekends. I have 
First Aid and CPR Training. Call 
Sherry  510-329-7267.

FENCES/DECKS

FENCE LEANING? Don’t  replace... 
repair  and  save!  Call Randy  510-
706-6189.

A.T. WOOD FENCES & DECKS 
Fence, Concrete, Tree, Lawns, 
Painting,  Cleanups.  510-507-1457/ 
510-507-0968.

GARAGE SALES

CASTRO VALLEY
ESTATE SALE 12/22  &  12/23, 
10am-2pm. 2718 Jennifer Drive, 
Castro  Valley.  510-340-6751.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

VIEW the CLASSIFIED Ads
Online at

sanleandrotimes.com  or
castrovalleyforum.com

For help or for more info call
510-614-1558.  E.B. Publishing

FENCES/DECKS
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Handyman

HANDYMAN
SERVICES
Serving Castro Valley &

San Leandro for 28 Years

Big or Small —
We Do It All!

(925) 548-4202

Hardwood Flooring

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Jeff Today!

510-366-6491
Lic. #803455

FERREIRA’S
HARDWOOD FLOORING
Sand • Install • Refinish

Glista • Oil Base
25 Years Experience

www.tlc-housecleaning.com
510-481-9193

House Cleaning

House Cleaning Service
Family Owned Since 1980

WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

BONDED & INSURED  •  ALL TAXES PAID

EMPLOYEES
COVERED BY
WORKERS’

COMP. STATE
DISABILITY
INSURANCE FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing
in detailed

cleaning tailored
to your home

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Whatever your specialty, the place 
to advertise is in the…

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Delivered to 32,736 homes in
San Leandro, over
20,000 homes in
Castro Valley, and
another 8,264 are
delivered to
businesses and
libraries.

MEMBER

Roofing

$200.00 OFF
COMPLETE REROOFING WITH TEAR-OFF

One Coupon Per Customer  •  Expires 1/31/19

(510) 538-1530(510) 538-1530

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED

Over 25 Years Experience
Reroofs  •  Repairs  •  Inspections

Dry Rot Repair  •  Seamless Gutters 
(Pre-painted)

FREE ESTIMATESCastro Valley      Lic. #642517 • Insured/Bonded

Roofing

+  New Roofs  +  Re-Roofs  +  Roof Repairs  +

•  ASPHALT SHINGLES
•  FIREPROOF TILE & SLATE
•  CEDAR/SHAKE SHINGLES
•  METAL ROOF SYSTEMS
•  TAR & GRAVEL
•  SINGLE-PLY SYSTEMS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

BANNER ROOFING CO.

510-895-4433

WWLICENSED / BONDED / INSURED  •  2424 CLEMENT ST., ALAMEDA
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WE CONTROL
YOUR RAIN!

� � � �
ALL TYPES OF
ROOF REPAIRS

� � � �
PROFESSIONAL
WORKMANSHIP

� � � �
FREE ESTIMATES

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
LIC # 657692   BBB A+

•  SEAMLESS ALUMINUM,
•  PREPAINTED IN 20 COLORS
•  GALVANIZED 5”, 6” & 7”
•  COPPER GUTTER SYSTEMS
•  SHEETMETAL FABRICATION
•  OVERHANG SOFFIT & FASCIA
•  CLEANING & REPAIRS

GUTTER TYPES

ROOFING TYPES

20%
OFF

20% OFF ANY OF OUR ROOFING & GUTTER SERVICES
20% OFF ANY COMPLETE OR PARTIAL ROOFING JOB
20% OFF ANY COMPLETE OR PARTIAL GUTTER JOB
20% OFF ANY ROOFING OR GUTTER REPAIR JOB

ONE DISCOUNT PER HOUSEHOLD

REACH OVER 60,000 READERS
Call today for ad rates 

and availability.

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Call  614-1558

GARAGE SALES

SAN LEANDRO

*FALL CLEANUP!!!
Time to clean out your Attic,   

Garage, Basement (House)!!!

Get your items together and 
place a GARAGE SALE ad in 
the San Leandro Times and    
the Castro Valley Forum for     

as little as $30.
To place an ad

Call  510-614-1558

GARDENING

*BEAUTY GARDEN LANDSCAPING
Design - Construction - Maintenance. 
Cleanups, New Lawn, Artificial 
Grass, Irrigation, Patios, Pathways, 
Brick, Stone, Concrete Fence/ 
Decks. Free Estimates! Lic.#925130. 
510-691-8852.

*NAVA'S COMPLETE GARDENING:
Mowing,  trees,  cleanup/hauling. 
FREE estimates. 510-512-5857

NEED Gardening Service? 
Check the advertisers in our 

“Home Servic Directory” and 

our “Classified Ads” for help!

GIVEAWAYS

FREE - Toilet, complete with tank, 
valves, and seat. Looks and works 
great. About 5 yrs old. 510-813-7864.

VIEW the Classified Ads

Online at
sanleandrotimes.com or
castrovalleyforum.com

IT’S EASY!
For more info call 

614-1558

HANDYMAN SERVICE

HANDY PEOPLE. Any type of job. 
No  job  too  small. 510-934-1251.

Handyman Service Unlimited. 
Honest  dependable  work  at  good 
rates. Carpentry, floors, gutters, 
plumbing, decks, windows, trees, 
painting, iron work, etc. FREE 
estimates.  Call  Zuri  510-978-6620.

HOME IMPROVEMENT. FREE 
Estimates. Residential Interior/ 
Exterior. Roofing, Painting, 
Concrete, Sheetrock, Fencing, 
Ceramic Tile, Texturing, Decks, 
Siding     Repair,     Bathrooms/  
Kitchens, Remodeling, Carpentry, 
Hauling, Cleanups, etc. Jose 
Cruz   510-294-9017.

TORRES, A PERFECT HANDYMAN  
•Honest  •Dependable  •Responsible
Painting, Plumbing, Retaining Walls, 

Fences, Tiles, etc. FREE  Estimates. 
510-305-3205

HAULING SERVICE

*SMALL/LARGE JOBS. Wood, 
trash, concrete, furniture. Low 
rates. 510-268-1412/ 510-631-5463.

HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

HELP WANTED

GENERAL

*LOOKING  FOR  WORK?
Check the Help Wanted ads        

in this newspaper.

Also: Limited Time Offer! If you 
are looking for a job you can run a 
FREE 15 word “Employment Want-
ed” ad. Ad runs in the San Leandro 

Times & Castro Valley Forum.   
Call  510-614-1558 to place an    

ad or for more info.
(Some restrictions may apply)

Do you need some help at 
your business?

To place an Help Wanted ad
call 510-614-1558

Your ad will run in and the Castro
Valley Forum on Wednesday and 

the San Leandro Times on Thursday.
Find help and support your local 

newspaper at the same time!
- Thank you -

General office clerical support
for CV based Hansen Landscape. 
Answer phones, filing, misc paper-
work. Applicant must be willing 
to learn computer payroll, accounts 
payables and receivables. Pay will 
increase as you learn our 
operations. $16 to $20/hr to start 
depending upon experience. PT
or FT availability negotiable. PT
minimal  benefits  or  FT full  bene-
fits. Please email your resume 
or info  about  yourself  and  your 
availability to Steve Hansen at: 
Hansen.steve@comcast.net   Please  
do  not  call.

Do you love helping people? 
Carlton Senior Living is the place for 
you! Now Hiring, various positions 
and schedules. Walk-ins welcomed 
1000 E.14th St. or visit our website 
www.Car l tonSeniorL iv ing.com 
to apply online.

HELP WANTED

Temporary Work – 2 Job Open-
ings – Starting: 01/15/2019 and 
ending: 11/15/2019

General maintenance of hives, in-
specting hives, bees, frames, treat-
ing and fixing as necessary to pro-
ducing queens.  Bee queens need 
to be replaced regularly to ensure 
the continuation of beekeeping. 
The employee needs to have no 
fear of bees, not be allergic to pol-
len and bee stings and be able to 
lift 50lbs repeatedly.  Job requires 
frequent stooping and repetitive 
movements.  The employee also 
needs to have a valid driver’s li-
cense to transport hives.  Must 
have an Apiary certification or be 
able to obtain one in 30 days. Will 
be working in hot and cold weath-
er.  Require 3 months experience 
as a Bee Keeper. The employer, 
Corneliu Prelipceanu DBA Elsi 
Bees from San Leandro/Castro 
Valley, CA will pay the AEWR rate 
of $13.18/hr. The employer guar-
antees 3/4 of the workdays in the 
work contract. The work tools, sup-
plies and equipment are provided 
without cost to the worker, if appli-
cable. Free housing is provided to 
workers who cannot reasonably re-
turn to their permanent residence 
at the end of the workday. Trans-
portation and subsistence expens-
es to the worksite will be provided 
or paid by the employer upon com-
pletion of 50% of the work contract 
or earlier.  Workers interested in 
the job should contact the Tri-Val-
ley One Stop Career Center, 6300 
Village Pkwy, Suite 100, Dublin, 
CA 94568 Phone: 925-560-9439 or 
your nearest local State Workforce 
agency and mention job order 
number:  CA 16320659.

HELP WANTED

HEALTH CARE
Direct Care Staff / DSP, to work 
with D.D. Adults in care home in 
San Leandro. Overnights, weekends 
and  afternoons  available.  Salary+ 
benefits.  510-563-5140.

TAX ACCOUNTANT
Castro Valley CPA firm  seeking  
tax accountant with ability to 
prepare complex individual tax 
returns for 25+ hours/week during 
tax  season.  Email  resume  to: 
sue.mckinneyt@sbcglobal.net

HOUSE CLEANING

*CONNIE’S NATURAL CLEANING
Licensed/     Insured/     Bonded
Make Your  Home  a  Pleasant       

and   Healthy  Environment 
www.conniesnatural.com

Call  510-506-5053

Cristina House Cleaning, free 
estimates,  senior  discount. Bus.-Lic.  
#121121.  510-825-0459.

WALTON’S  JANITORIAL
Licensed / Bonded / Local

For a SPARKLE CLEAN
OFFICE or Home
Windows • Floors

• Carpets • Restrooms

Phone 352-7948
Member of S.L. Chamber of Comm.

HOUSE SITTING

Do you NEED A HOUSE SITTER/ 
Caretaker from Jan. 4 to April 15. 
Call Bill 812-225-9046, San Leandro 
area.

LOST & FOUND

FOUND - Large Orange Tabby cat at 
E. 14th St. & Davis Street in San 
Leandro.  Call  650-274-5231.

FOUND - Large Siamese cat in San 
Lorenzo. Call 510-276-7440

PLEASE help  us  find  our  dog 
“Snowball”, 1 yr old male all white 
15 lb mixed breed. Lost on 12/7/18 at 
Stenzel Park in San Leandro. RE-
WARD. Call 415-652-2842.

MISC. FOR SALE

ANTIQUES
Antiques, collectibles, 1999 Dodge 
Van, Children's stuff, etc. Don 
510-921-8524.

SPORTS
Razor Ripstik Caster Board with 
lighted wheels, black with orange, in 
excellent condition. $25. Call Patrick  
510-517-3351.

VARIOUS ITEMS
FAWSsit fold away portable shower, 
excellent condition. $1,200 o.b.o. Call 
510-363-4219.

All private party ads are prepaid 
(paid in advance). Use your M/C, 
VISA or DISCOVER card, mail 
in your payment, or stop by our 
office  to  place  an  ad.

“MISC. FOR SALE” ads
run 3 WEEKS for the price
of 1 week. Call 614-1558.

MISC. WANTED

WANTED: Electric typewriter.... in 
good condition. Call 510-686-1910.

WANTED: Reel to reel tapes (for 
tape recorder). Call Patrick at 510-
517-3351.

MUSICAL
SERVICES LESSONS

EAST BAY MUSICIAN has moved
to: 19067 Lowell Avenue, Hayward. 
Lessons, Good with Kids. Call 510-
427-3955.

PAINTING SERVICE

NEED  PAINTING  WORK? 
Check the TIMES & FORUM 

Home Service ads for help. We 
really appreciate our advertisers!  

Patrick V.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

HH
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

*SCOTT HARRISON - Realtor
Coldwell Banker  510-388-4536

RENTALS

APARTMENTS
Castro Valley 2-bedroom, 1-bath, 
Walk to BART and Village. Gated, 
laundry, pool, fitness. $2,395. 510-
582-8389.

www.bartplazaapartments.com

Hayward 1-bedrooms  $1,425 - 
$1,525, 2-bedrooms $1,695 - $1,795 
(check availability). Patios, balconies, 
pool, ample parking, storage, spa-
cious.  510-887-6633.

Hayward spacious 1-bedroom 
$1,200+,  2-bedroom  $1,500+.  Bal-
cony,  patio,  pool.  510-581-4702.

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

SERVICES

SELL YOUR CAR OR TRUCK  
with a Classified Ad

For more info or to place an ad
call 510-614-1558

San Leandro Times/Castro Valley Forum

NEED - Handyman Service?
Check the Classified Ads under 
“HANDYMAN SERVICE” for help.

TREE SERVICE

*A CAREFUL TREE    SERVICE.  
Certified. Arborist. Lic.#694067. Trim-
ming, Removals. FREE Estimates. 
Bonded.  Call  510-581-7377.

YOUR INFO

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

GIVEAWAYS

Need Remodeling?
How about a new
kitchen or bath?

CHECK OUT OUR
CLASSIFIED ADS

&
HOME SERVICES

FOR HELP!

THANK-YOU
for supporting the Castro Valley
Forum and San Leandro Times!

We greatly appreciate our many
advertisers who make it possible for

us to publish these newspapers.

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS ONLINE!
CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

Attention
Classified &

Home Services
Directory

Advertisers
Classified & Home Service ads
run in both the Castro Valley

Forum and San Leandro Times.

TOTAL CIRCULATION
60,500

Call Patrick at 614-1558
for details and rates.

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
CALL  614-1558

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR

VIEW ALL
CLASSIFIEDS

ONLINE!
CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

SELL YOUR CAR
OR TRUCK NOW!

10 word maximum ($1.00 for each addi-
tional word). Private party ads only (no
dealers). Some restrictions may apply. For
more information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

$25
Runs for 3 weeks in both the San
Leandro Times & Castro Valley
Forum for only…

Complete Garage
Sale Kit Included

Call 614-1558
or place your ad online at
www.sanleandrotimes.com or
www.castrovalleyforum.com
Only $20 (10 words or less — $1.00
for each additional word). For more
information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

with the purchase
of any Garage
Sale ad in the
San Leandro
Times and Castro
Valley Forum.

GARAGE
SALE

• SPECIAL OFFER •

Your ad will run in the San Leandro
Times and Castro Valley Forum, as well
as online on our website, for 12 weeks.

Private party ads only (no dealers).
Some restrictions may apply. For more
information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

FREE

Place your Automobile or
Truck 10-word ad online
at sanleandrotimes.com

or castrovalleyforum.com
and your ad runs…

ONLY 10-WORD AUTOMOBILE OR
TRUCK ADS PLACED ONLINE ARE FREE.

You may rent your property with
a sign in the window or with an
ad on the internet… But why not
also advertise your rental in both
the San Leandro Times & Castro
Valley Forum for as little as $25,
and reach over 60,000 readers!
TO PLACE AN AD, CALL 614-1558

ATTENTION
LANDLORDS

BUY, SELL & SAVE
HERE IN YOUR LOCAL

MARKETPLACE

BUY, SELL & SAVE
HERE IN YOUR LOCAL

MARKETPLACE

All real estate advertised in the CASTRO
VALLEY FORUM and SAN LEANDRO
TIMES is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference, limitation or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handi-
cap, marital status, na-
tional origin or intention
to make any such pref-
erence, limitation or
discrimination.

EASTBAY PUBLISHING, INC. will not
knowingly accept any advertisements
for real estate that is in violation of the
law. All persons are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised are
available on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Need Remodeling?
How about a new
kitchen or bath?

CHECK OUT OUR
CLASSIFIED ADS

&
HOME SERVICES

FOR HELP!

THANK-YOU
for supporting the Castro Valley
Forum and San Leandro Times!

We greatly appreciate our many
advertisers who make it possible for

us to publish these newspapers.

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS ONLINE!
CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

Attention
Classified &

Home Services
Directory

Advertisers
Classified & Home Service ads
run in both the Castro Valley

Forum and San Leandro Times.

TOTAL CIRCULATION
60,500

Call Patrick at 614-1558
for details and rates.

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
CALL  614-1558

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR

VIEW ALL
CLASSIFIEDS

ONLINE!
CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

SELL YOUR CAR
OR TRUCK NOW!

10 word maximum ($1.00 for each addi-
tional word). Private party ads only (no
dealers). Some restrictions may apply. For
more information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

$25
Runs for 3 weeks in both the San
Leandro Times & Castro Valley
Forum for only…

Complete Garage
Sale Kit Included

Call 614-1558
or place your ad online at
www.sanleandrotimes.com or
www.castrovalleyforum.com
Only $20 (10 words or less — $1.00
for each additional word). For more
information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

with the purchase
of any Garage
Sale ad in the
San Leandro
Times and Castro
Valley Forum.

GARAGE
SALE

• SPECIAL OFFER •

Your ad will run in the San Leandro
Times and Castro Valley Forum, as well
as online on our website, for 12 weeks.

Private party ads only (no dealers).
Some restrictions may apply. For more
information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

FREE

Place your Automobile or
Truck 10-word ad online
at sanleandrotimes.com

or castrovalleyforum.com
and your ad runs…

ONLY 10-WORD AUTOMOBILE OR
TRUCK ADS PLACED ONLINE ARE FREE.

You may rent your property with
a sign in the window or with an
ad on the internet… But why not
also advertise your rental in both
the San Leandro Times & Castro
Valley Forum for as little as $25,
and reach over 60,000 readers!
TO PLACE AN AD, CALL 614-1558

ATTENTION
LANDLORDS

BUY, SELL & SAVE
HERE IN YOUR LOCAL

MARKETPLACE

BUY, SELL & SAVE
HERE IN YOUR LOCAL

MARKETPLACE

All real estate advertised in the CASTRO
VALLEY FORUM and SAN LEANDRO
TIMES is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference, limitation or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handi-
cap, marital status, na-
tional origin or intention
to make any such pref-
erence, limitation or
discrimination.

EASTBAY PUBLISHING, INC. will not
knowingly accept any advertisements
for real estate that is in violation of the
law. All persons are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised are
available on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

                                                                                                                                                                 



LETTERS 
TO THE 
EDITOR 
must include writer’s 
first and last names, 
phone number, city of 
residence, and must 
be under 300 words. 
We reserve the right to 
edit as necessary. We 
do not withhold names 
or print unsigned 
letters. 
Email letters to: 
fredz@ebpublishing.
com 
or mail to: 
The Forum 
P.O. Box 2897,
Alameda, CA 94501.

Obituaries
CASTRO VALLEY
FORUM 
OBITUARIES
may be emailed to:
obits@ebpublishing.com  
or faxed to 510-483-4209.  
Include a phone number.
For help, call Patrick Vadnais 
at 510-614-1558

REWARD

SNOWBALL
was last seen on Friday, Dec. 7, 

in the Stenzel Park area of 
San Leandro. 

Call 415-652-2842

LOST DOG

Unhappy with Loss of Cull Lake and What’s Replace It
Editor:
 I’m still trying to find something I like about the briar patch at Hey-
er and Cull that used to be our beautiful lake.
 It’s an eyesore at best, surrounded by wire and orange fencing and 
warning signs. The acres of mud laying just below the surface still in 
danger of liquifaction by earthquake are fed by a seasonal creek.
 There has been no management of wildlife — many turtles found 
their way to my swimming pool 500 feet uphill of the lake bed, as well 
as many ducks, rats, raccoons and occasional turkeys, etc.
 I love nature and don’t mind the visitors. The turtles are relocated  to 
Lake Chabot and life marches on.
 I don’t feel our millions of tax dollars were well spent on this proj-
ect and I’m nominating Alameda County as recipient of the “Lump of 
Coal” award for poor results on a job poorly done.
 I live next door to this mess and wish they had thought out the 

results better. And yes, I miss our lake.
—Lee Anthony

Castro Valley

Castro Valley Science Expanding the Universe for Our Kids
Editor:
 Two weeks ago, I was riveted to SpaceFlightNow.com, watching a 
livestream of the Mars mission InSight as it parachuted and retrofired 
rockets to touch down in a sandy Mars crater. 
 We had just sponsored NASA scientist Pascal Lee earlier in the year 
to come to Castro Valley to talk to our students and community about 
life on Mars and the challenges of interplanetary travel, and many of 
these students went on to participate in our first-ever CV Elementary 
Science Olympiad competition, which included a test on Mars and the 
challenge of landing an egg safely from a 2.4 meter fall.
 This year, we launched our 6th exciting year of Science Olympiad in 
Castro Valley. Our Elementary students will be building catapults and 
egg racers in the second Science Olympiad competition, our middle 
school students are studying thermodynamics, glaciers, game coding, 
and heredity, and our high school students are learning cryptography, 
water ecosystems, and building cantilevered beams that weigh slightly 
more than a quarter but support more than 30 pounds.  
 We have more teams than ever before, and have engaged a won-
derful army of parents and volunteers (you!) to teach our students 
curiosity and perseverance.  
 In addition to our competitions, we are hosting a free screening of 
the movie Science Fair at the Castro Valley Center for the Arts on Jan-
uary 10th and a lecture by entomologist Dr. Vernard Lewis at CVHS 
on March 12th.
 In all of this, Castro Valley Science, the non-profit that funds Sci-
ence Olympiad in Castro Valley, seeks to expand the universe for our 
kids, to help them master basic science, and connect those fundamental 
ideas to engineering innovation.   
 One day very soon, our children will be the ones to take on the new 
challenges in medicine, energy, technology, and yes, perhaps even 
spaceflight.  
 May the bright lights of this holiday season illuminate new discov-
eries, both personal and educational, as we work together to create new 
and better worlds.  I thank you for being part of our amazing journey.

—Garland Dughi
Castro Valley

Calls Statistical Claim of Climate Scientists ‘Bogus’
Editor:
 Mal May’s letter (“Cites NASA: 97% of Climate Scientists Agree 
that Climate Warming Due to Human Activities,” Letters, Nov. 28) 
quoted a false “factoid.” This “97% consensus” is just another popular 
liberal myth.
 This “97%” factoid originally appeared in a “study” by John Cook.  
The mainstream press loved his “97% consensus” claim. So the news 
media accepted it, unquestioningly.  
 Yes, even NASA and the EPA initially fell for the fraud. If fit the 
government’s preferred narrative nicely.
 However, the 97% factoid was eventually debunked, first by statis-
tician and economist, David Friedman. In fact, of the papers surveyed, 
only 1.6% of them clearly supported Cook’s claim that man-made 
CO2 was the primary cause of global warming.  
 And many scientists who Cook mentioned in his paper, later said 
that Cook had misrepresented their conclusions. Don’t take my word 
for it.  Look up the Forbes article on this issue, from January 6, 2015.
 Unfortunately, most of the mainstream media outlets failed 
to tell us that this “97% consensus” was totally bogus. Very few 
news outlets bothered to publish retractions. That’s why liberals 
still cling to this myth. It’s not their fault. The mainstream media 

works very hard to keep people misinformed. 
—Peter Hauer

Castro Valley

Wonders When Trump Supporters will ‘Face Reality’
Editor:
 So far, indictments and or guilty pleas for criminal activities have 
included Trump’s personal attorney, campaign chairman and cohorts, 
and national security adviser. Trump now has 17 separate criminal 
investigations into his activities going on.  
 His foundation and university have been found fraudulent. Addi-
tionally, trump continues to lie on a daily basis. He continues to tweet 
bullying remarks like some bratty child. His foreign policy is in sham-
bles, and he adamantly supports violent dictators, while treating allies 
with disdain. One wonders just what it will take for his supporters to 
face the reality that they were scammed by a grifter.

—Robert Thomas
Castro Valley

A Little Guy’s Big Example at Christmastime
Editor:
 Every year, Santa Claus and his Helper arrive at the Rotary Club of 
Castro Valley’s Children’s Christmas Party by Alameda County Fire 
Department fire engine. The ride is needed because every year Santa’s 
“sled keeps breaking down on the other side of Castro Valley!”
 This year Santa experienced a first that warmed his heart as one of 
the children (boy 6-8 years old) from the local shelters who are the 
guests for the party came  up to Santa as the party was winding down 
and said “Your fire engine left. Do you need a ride?”
 Made Santa’s Christmas that this little guy with everything going 
on in his life was concerned for Santa. Everyone should follow this 
little guy’s example of caring about others, especially at this time of 
the year.
 Blessed in Castro Valley.

—Santa (aka Bruce D. Johnson, Castro Valley)

10 CASTRO VALLEY FORUM
Wednesday, December 19, 2018

THE FORUM CROSSWORD

ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

ACROSS
 1 Trumpet
 5 Recipe meas.
 8 Arduous journey
 12 Reed instrument
	13	 Pussy-Cat’s	partner
 14 Present
 15 Freebie
 17 Wedding symbol
 18 “Golly!”
 19 Illuminated
 20 Actor Tommy Lee
 21 Automaton, for short
 22 Not many
 23 Strictly __ nous
 26 Excise
 30 Old Italian money
	31	 Godfather’s	address
 32 Greet silently
 33 Abandon the nest
 35 Gold measure
 36 Child
 37 Whatever number
 38 Caesar, for one
 41 Saturnian saucer?
 42 Locate
 45 Cabbage salad
 46 Hidden passenger
 48 Passport endorsement
 49 Rowing need
 50 Foundation
 51 Annoyingly slow
	52	 Definite	article
 53 Picnic invaders

DOWN
 1 “Dukes of Hazzard” boss
 2 Theater award
 3 Wander
 4 Born
 5 Namely
 6 Bat a gnat
 7 Thickness
 8 Disposable
 9 Check
 10 Sea eagle
 11 Small barrels
 16 Burn aid
 20 Lustrous black
 21 Made to come apart easily
 22 Merriment
 23 Sprite
 24 Zero
 25 Have a go at
 26 Coquettish
 27 Series of skirmishes
 28 Actress Gardner
 29 Still
 31 Pop
 34 Victory
 35 Recognize
 37 Earlier, in verse
 38 Answer an invite
 39 Hodgepodge
 40 Halloween purchase
 41 Hexagonal state
 42 Former ugly duckling
 43 Bridge position
	44	 Spud’s	buds
 46 Drunkard
	47	 Lawyers’	org.

Since 1965

FD 1168 CR49

Offering
Personalized

Memorial and
Cremation
Services.

Jess C. Spencer

21228 Redwood Rd.,
Castro Valley
581-9133

Mortuary &
Crematory

510-633-9985

Sara L. Ennor

LaWYEr
■ Wills & Trusts
■	Benefits,	ERISA
■	QDROs

Antone "Tony" Castro passed 
away on December 10, 2018, in San 
Leandro. He was born on September 
9, 1933. He leaves behind his son, 
David Castro, and wife Teri. His 
Granddaughters, Kelsey and Madison 
Olivetti all from Castro Valley. His 
sister, Margaret Dambley, and Broth-
er-in-law, Earl Dambley from San Le-
andro. His Nephew, Steve Rodrigues, 

Antone "Tony" Castro 
9/9/33 - 12/10/18

and wife Denise from Carmichael, 
CA. His Nephew, Don Rodrigues, and wife Debi from Flor-
ida. Two Great-nieces, a Great-Nephew, Cousins, Aunts, 
Uncles and Friends. Tony was pre-deceased by his parents 
Antone and Roseline Castro. 

Tony was a graduate of San Leandro High School. He 
learned to play the drums, and formed his own band while 
still in high school. After graduation he joined the Navy and 
served during the Korean War. Back in civilian life, he re-
turned to his love of music. He worked professionally for 
over 60 years. Besides playing in night clubs throughout 
the Bay Area, he also played in Reno, Lake Tahoe, Carson 
City, and Palm Springs. He especially enjoyed playing with 
his band, "Tony Castro and Friends," on the Princess Cruise 
Line, with his singer, Karen Salentine, and keyboardist, 
Bob Enos. He will be forever a missing link in the family 
who loved him. A memorial service will be held on Satur-
day December 29, 2018 at 12:00 p.m. at Santos and Robin-
son Mortuary 160 Estudillo Ave in San Leandro, CA.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
FREDZ@EBPUBLISHING.COM
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REAL ESTATE GALLERYREAL ESTATE GALLERY
REAL ESTATE REALITY

GUEST COMMENTARYBy Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Forum

 Winter storms are making their 
mark across the country, a vivid 
reminder we are officially into the 
Holiday season. 
 While most of us have warm 
homes to snuggle in as we head 
towards Christmas, we are wit-
nessing a dramatic increase in the 
numbers of folks who do not.
 First, the number of homeless 
tent encampments appears to be 
proliferating. Second, recent fires 
in Butte County destroyed more 
than 13,000 homes. With so many 
displaced and needing support, 
the Central County Realtors want 
to remind you that this is the 
Season of Giving. We urge you 
to focus outward to meet housing 
needs at home and abroad.
 Give Locally:
 As the weather turns colder, the 
homeless in the Bay Area need 
additional support. While it is 
easy to stereotype the homeless, 
they are real people with specific 
needs we can help meet. Go to 
projects.sfchronicle.com/sf-home-
less/how-to-help/ for a list of 
organizations you can support.
 Give Statewide:
 The Camp Fire in Butte County 
is officially the deadliest wildfire 
catastrophe in recorded California 
history. Fire is no respecter of 
persons and the devastation has 
impacted every socio-economic 
category.
 While many want to provide 
clothing and other items, the 
most practical support is financial 
donations. There is also a need for 

It’s Beginning To  
Look Like Christmas

housing and volunteers. KQED 
has published a list of support 
organizations at www.kqed.org/
news/11705542/how-to-help-
camp-fire-victims
 Give Nationally:
 Every year we encounter disas-
ters across our country, including 
the recent earthquake in Alaska, 
wildfires in numerous states, tor-
nados in the mid-west, hurricanes 
on the East coast and more. Go to 
www.redcross.org/donate/ to learn 
how to partner with relief efforts 
across the country.
 Give Globally:
 As a family, we have chosen 
to forego giving gifts to adults 
and focus instead on providing 
for the needs of families around 
the world. We collaborate with 
www.worldvision.org to provide 
funds that will buy a cow or other 
animals for families in less-fortu-
nate areas. 
 Other organizations such as 
www.streetsofhope.com take 
abandoned boys from the streets 
and provide them with housing, 
food, clothing and an education. 
The boys are taken from a life of 
despair and given the gift of hope.
 We want to wish you a very 
Merry Christmas and Happy 
Holidays. The true heart of the 
season is in giving, and it is our 
desire that you not only have a 
peace-filled season, but that you 
also experience the joy that comes 
from giving to those in need.
 Carl Medford is a licensed Re-
altor with Keller Williams Realty 

and a licensed general contrac-
tor. This article is sponsored by 
the Central County Marketing 
Association.

 Mortgage rates dropped sig-
nificantly last week after several 
weeks of moderating.
 The 30-year fixed rate fell to 
4.63 percent last week – the lowest 
it has been since mid-September. 
Mortgage rates have either fallen 
or remained flat for five consec-
utive weeks and purchase appli-
cants are responding with an up-
tick in demand given these lower 
rates. 
 Fifteen-year home loan rates 
last week averaged 4.07 percent, 
down from 4.21 percent. A year 
ago at this time, the 15-year rate 
averaged 3.36 percent. 
 Five-year hybrid adjustable-rate 
mortgages (ARMs) averaged 4.04 
percent, down from 4.07. 

Mortgage 
Rates Drop to 
Lowest Point in 
3 Months

WEEKEND 
GARDENER

 Vegetables
 Transplant globe arti-
chokes, Jerusalem artichokes, 
asparagus, broccoli, cabbages, 
cauliflower, horseradish and 
rhubarb. Dig the soil when 
it’s not waterlogged. If you 
squeeze a handful of soil and 
it stays in a lump, it’s too wet 
to dig.

  Prune
 Prune fruit trees and vines 
this month and next, but only 
after all of the leaves have 
fallen. Pruning plants that 
ar not fully dormant leads to 
disease and damage to the tree 
tissue. Don’t prune rose until 
mix-January.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
DECEMBER 22 nd & 23rd

One-Line Open Home Listings run Wednesdays in the Castro Valley Forum (22,500 circ.) and Thursdays
in the San Leandro Times (38,500 circ.) for $25. For more information and a listing form,

Call 614-1558. DEADLINE: TUESDAY AT NOON.

THIS WEEK HOMES SALES ARE ON PAGE 3.

510.406.0114 | DRE 01824992
murline@murlinemonat.com
murlinemonat.com

As we look forward to 2019, 
Compass announced four new 
programs to help our clients and 
positively impact their home 
buying and selling experience.

• Concierge services to 
increase your home’s appeal

• Bridge loans to offer you 
greater flexibility

• Local philanthropy efforts to 
give back to our communities

• A vendor services 
marketplace to provide you 
with quality referrals

Call me if you would like to 
know more!

MURLINE                MONATMURLINE                MONAT

Wishing You Happy Holidays!

510-881-8700 • WWW.PONLAW.COM

Quality Representation &
Practical Advice Since 1989

Business
Real Estate • Trusts

Family Law 

CASTRO VALLEY’S 
FULL SERVICE

LAW FIRM

(510) 909-8344

4 Bedrooms, 2 full Baths,
1 half Bath,  2,296 sq. ft. 

6140 Bellingham Dr., 
Castro Valley

Beautiful Columbia
Community

Call
Camille Harrison
925 594-0837

DRE# 00986382

OPEN HOUSE: DEC. 29 & 30, 1-4PM

Coldwell Banker Real Estate

21060 Redwood Rd. Ste. 100, Castro Valley
Call Trish Radovich:510-367-7999/calltrish@comcast.net 

Spectacular Sunsets from this 4 bedroom, 3 full bath, 
3 fireplace home with kitchen-family room combo, for-
mal living and dining rooms. Great for entertaining. Near 
Independent Elementary School. Asking $1,045,000.

BRIAR RIDGE BEAUTY - 5510 Rothman Ct., Castro Valley 

Wishing You a Very
Merry Christmas and a

Happy and Healthy 2019!

Serving the San Francisco Bay Area

Your Neighborhood Real Estate Specialists
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Actors from the Castro Valley Dramatic Arts Academy (from left) Cole Johnson, Lola Reed, 
Colby Bettis and Santiago Sena-Guerra rehearse a scene from “Kill Me, Deadly,” this Friday 
and Saturday evening at the Douglas Morrisson Theatre.

‘Kill Me, Deadly’ a Hilarious Take 
On Film Noir on Friday, Saturday
 High school students in the Cas-
tro Valley Dramatic Arts Academy 
will stage Bill Robens’s “Kill Me, 
Deadly,” a film noir spoof, this Fri-
day and Saturday, Dec. 21 and 22, 
at the Douglas Morrisson Theatre 
in Hayward. 
 Packed with romance, intrigue 
and murder, this detective noir is 
a smart parody that will keep you 
guessing until the end. 
 The play is set in the seedy 
underbelly of 1947 Los Angeles, 
where Charlie Nickels has a hard 
life as a gumshoe, and things are 

only made harder by the murder of 
a client and the theft of a 300 karat 
diamond.
 With the help of his wise-crack-
ing secretary, Ida, Charlie seeks 
out the many suspects: smarmy 
bookworm Clive, equestrian beau-
ty Veronica, snooty butler Wilson, 
sensitive muscle Louis, and mob 
boss Bugsy Siegel. 
 At the center of the case is 
femme fatale Mona, a nightclub 
singer who captures Charlie’s af-
fections... and suspicions.
 The show is directed by Jason 

Bolich of CVDAA, a nonprofit 
community youth theatre program 
founded in 2003. Funds will pro-
vide scholarships to students in the 
program, which never turns away 
a student for lack of funds.  
 Performances of “Kill Me, 
Deadly” are at 7:00 p.m. Dec. 21-
22 at the Douglas Morrison The-
ater, 22311 North 3rd Street. Tick-
ets are a suggested donation of $25 
adults, $20 students. To learn more 
about CVDAA or to purchase ad-
vance tickets, visit: cvdaa.org.

—Cindy Dove

BILLY is a sweet 3-year-old 
who loves chin, cheek, and 
neck scratches. He’s full of love 
and just enough cattitude to be 
interesting. Hayward Animal 
Shelter. (510) 293-7200.

SIBLINGS BENJAMIN AND BECKY, rescued at 2 weeks 
old after being abandoned by their mom, are sweet and snuggly. 
Benjamin has beautiful blue eyes and lots of random white hairs 
in his sleek black fur. Becky has big yellow eyes and jet black fur 
with a white spot on her chest. Born 9/18/18. Altered, vaccinated 
and microchipped. Email: Loveallpawzrescue@gmail.com.

ADOPT-A-PET

SIMON is a young, fun-lov-
ing bunny. He loves to snuggle  
and would love a home where 
he gets to spend lots of time 
with his family. Hayward Ani-
mal Shelter. (510) 293-7200.

l Open Auditions for 2019
 Looking for more opportunities 
to highlight your music? Your art? 
Your voice? Smalltown Society 
is currently holding open audi-
tions and reviewing portfolios for 
the 2019 season. Opportunities to 
perform at various gatherings and 
events, or showcase your work at 
various locations around the Eden 
area. Email: info@smalltownsoci-
ety.com for more info!

l Monday, December 31: New 
Year’s Season Announcement 
Party & Talent Showdown: Ring 
in 2019 with Plethos Productions! 
This New Year’s Eve Plethos is 
announcing its 2019 season with 
a party and a Talent Showdown! 
Performers will compete in 3 cat-
egories - Stand Up Comedy, Co-
medic Scenes & Musical Theatre. 
You be the judge. Winners will be 
awarded in each category. Admis-
sion includes Talent Showdown, 
Italian Small Plates, Champagne 
Toast, Countdown & Balloon 
Drop, and Dancing. Ristorante di 
Parma, 22532 Foothill Blvd., Hay-
ward 9 p.m. -1 a.m. Tickets ($50) 
are selling fast at plethos.org

l Every Saturday, January 12- 
February 16: Project Cultiv8
Interested in building your own 
non-profit organization and imple-
ment your philanthropic innova-
tions to improve your community? 
Come to our FREE workshops 
featuring executive philanthro-
pists, with the opportunity to re-
ceive funding and mentorship to 

make your idea into a reality. Proj-
ect Cultiv8 workshops are open 
to all high school students ages 
14 and older. FREE 10am-12pm. 
More info at www.projectcultiv8.
org/castro-valley 

 More details on these events 
and others visit www.smalltown-
society.com or text “Smalltown” 
to 797979. Smalltown Society is 
located at 22222 Redwood Road, 
Castro Valley 

Smalltown’s 2019 Season Announcement 

Pictured above from left to right are: Ryan Brookens, Diego Agron, Kayla Craft, Olivia Gil-
man-Chun, Makenzie Parajon, Liam Griffith, and Tommy Ryken.

 The Castro Valley Varsity Wa-
ter Polo teams completed their 
third season as a program and are 
celebrating their most successful 
season to date, with seven athletes 
earning Western Alameda County 
Conference (WACC) All-League 
honors.  
 The Varsity boys team (12-14) 
and Varsity girls team (13-14) both 
finished fifth in league, their high-
est league finish to date.  The Var-
sity girls team earned the CVHS 
water polo program’s first, ever, 
At-Large birth in the North Coast 

Section (NCS ) Championships.
 Post-season honors for the girls 
were led by, Junior, Kayla Craft, 
chosen to WACC All-League 
first team, leading CV in scoring 
(81 goals), assists (37), and steals 
(73).  Earning WACC Honorable 
Mention were, Junior, Makenzie 
Parajon (36 goals, 11 assists, 19 
steals) and, Senior, Olivia Gil-
man-Chun (18 goals, 12 assists, 35 
steals), two top field defenders for 
the Trojans.
 Junior, Ryan Brookens led the 
boys’ post-season honors with 

second team All-League selec-
tion, leading the Trojans in scoring 
(80 goals), with 29 assists and 25 
steals. Honorable Mention was 
earned by, Junior, Tommy Ryken 
(55 goals, 32 assists, 19 steals), 
Junior, Diego Agron (68 goals, 
26 assists, 37 steals), and, Junior 
Goalie, Liam Griffith (227 saves).
 With both CV Varsity Water 
Polo teams returning their number 
1 goalies and top four scorers for 
their 2019 Senior seasons, CVHS 
look to be challengers for the next 
WACC Championships season.

CV Water Polo’s Most Successful Season 

PHOTO BY PATRICK RYKEN

Congratulations to the 2018 CVHS Cross Country Girls Top Qualifiers for the NCS Fi-
nals, on Tuesday, November 20, at Hayward High School. Pictured (L-R): Coach Josh, 
Anya Von Euw, Stephanie Curpene, Jamine Amezcua, Sierra Kasl-Godley, Daisy Avila, 
Olivia Davidson, Megan Muller, and Coach Dino. The Trojans finished in fifth place.

PHOTO BY TOM MULLER
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CASTRO VALLEY INDEPENDENT SPORTS LEAGUE

www.CVISPORTSLEAGUE.org

Youth Baseball and
Flag Football Programs

 

 This week’s Athletes of the Week are the 14 
members of The Castro Valley Track Club’s 
cross country team. CVTC sent 14 athletes to 
compete at the USATF National Junior Olympic 
Cross Country Nationals, held in Reno, on Satur-
day, December 8. Congratulations to 17 year old 

All-American Isabella Brusco (far left) and her 
teammates Josephine and Jillian Taylor, Beckom 
and Garrett Gutierrez, Anna and Maya Dughi, 
Braelyn Bolles, Madelyn Zavala, Fiona Padilla, 
Sanjana Kumar, Jason Burge, Moises Rojas, and 
Elliot Keim.

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
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