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The Glory of Christ in Us 
2 Corinthians 3 

 
Intro: If you’ve wondered about our friend who was caught in egregious sin in 1 Corinthians, 
then you’ve been delighted to learn that he repented, and the church reinstated him in 2 
Corinthians (2 Cor 2:5-8). Such a text makes our hearts rejoice and gives us relief for the church 
at Corinth.  
 
The same change that occurred in his life, occurs in us too. This is how it happens -  
 
 First: Paul’s Defense is Our Lives. 1-3 
 
 Second: The Spirit’s Power is Our Enablement. 4-6 
 
5-6 – “…our competence comes from God….He has made us competent…” 
 
 Third: Grace Surpasses the Glory of the Law. 7-11 
 
10 – “For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory.” 
 
V 11 - Transitory glory vs glory that lasts 

 
T - Exodus 34: 

 
• 1-3 – Moses meets God on Sinai 
• 4 – Moses wrote the Ten Commandments 
• 5-7 – God presented himself to Moses  
• 8-9 – Moses’s prays for God’s constant presence 
• 10-11 – God promises his presence and power 
• 12-28 – God gives covenantal commandments 
• 29-33 – Moses’s face reflects God’s presence/glory 

 
The basis of Paul’s argument: If the law was glorious, how much glorious is grace? 
 
T - Exodus 33:18-23 – Moses did not see the ‘face’ of God’s glory 

 
Fourth: (Israel) Our Hearts and Minds Do Not See Through a Veil. 12-17  

 
15 – “But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.” 
 
 Fifth: We are Being Changed by God’s Spirit. 18 

 
Moses did not see God’s face, but we have…and do –  
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John 1:14 - The Word became flesh and made his dwelling [tabernacled] among us….  
 

T - Exodus 40:33-34 - Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put 
up the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work. 34 Then the 
cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses could 
not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled 
the tabernacle. 

….We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

 
 Sixth: A Practical Application 
 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 - But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest [episkenoo = to pitch a tent on] upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, 
then, [Application] I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
Christ has pitched his tent in you! 
 
Matthew 12:6 - I tell you, something greater than the temple is here. 
 
If the giving of the law, which could not and did not save but only condemned, brought glory to 
Moses’ face, how much more will God’s grace, seen in the face of Jesus, glorify you? 
 
The confidence we have is not in ourselves, but in Jesus – 

2 Corinthians 4:1-10 - Therefore, [because we’ve seen the glory of the law in the face of Moses 
and know the glory of grace in the face of Jesus] having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do 
not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice 

cunning or to tamper with God's word, [If Scripture won’t build the church, what is being built 
isn’t the church] but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to 
everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.7 But we 
have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to 
us.[from murderer to apostle]  8[Application]  We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
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destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
manifested in our bodies. 

 Seventh: How Does This Happen?  18 

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

a) Where do we see the glory of the Lord? Jesus! 
b) Where do we see Jesus? The Bible! 

 
As you read the Bible, seeing Jesus, the Holy Spirit changes your face – gives glory to your face – 
to look like Jesus. 
 
 Conclusion: 
 
Philippians 1:3-6 - I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 
ILL –  The Bible is like train tracks. You lay track in your life as you read the Bible. 
 The Holy Spirit is the engine that moves you toward Christlikeness along that track. 
 
What happened to the adulterous man in 1 Corinthians is a model of what Paul is discussing in 
chapter three. The Spirit of God changed his life.  
 
This will happen to you, but the only way this will happen, is as you read, meditate on, 
memorize, and live the Scripture. This is how the Spirit of Jesus lives in you.  
 
 Community Groups: 
 
1 – Read 2 Corinthians 2:5-8 and rejoice with God’s grace in this man’s life and the church 
2 – Read verses 1-3. How does Paul validate his ministry to the Corinthians? 
3 – Read verses 4-6. How do our lives change? 
4 – Read verses 7-11 & Exodus 34. Talk about the glory of the law 
5 – Make the connection between God’s presence and power, which are synonymous.  
6 – What is the basis of Paul’s argument for life-changing glory in the Corinthians? 
7 – Read verses 12-17. How are we different from the Israelites? 
8 – How have we seen God’s face? 
9 – Where do we now see God’s face? 
10 – Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. How does Paul practically apply this truth about the glory of 
Christ’s grace in the Spirit? 
11 – Read 2 Corinthians 4:1-10. How does he apply it in this text? 
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12 – How does life change happen for us? 
13 – Take time to discuss the life change that has occurred in your life.  
 
 
 
Notes on the Shekinah glory of God: https://www.preceptaustin.org/shekinah_glory  


