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Twenty-seven years ago, 
Max Korten was a young 
ranger in the Sierra Nevada, 
leading campfire talks for the 
U.S. Forest Service. 

Recently, the East Bay Re-
gional Park District Board of 

Directors voted 6-0 to appoint 
him general manager, putting 
him at the helm of one of the 
largest regional park systems 
in the country, the park district 
announced last week in a press 
release.

Korten has served as act-
ing general manager since 
November 2025.

“I’m honored and grateful 
for this opportunity, and I 
don’t take it lightly,” Korten 
said. “The Park District is a 

EB Parks Appoints Korten as GM

More than 1,200 people gathered 
at the Davis Street Community Center 
on Saturday, August 8, 2026, for the 
Center’s Annual Community Outreach 
& Resource Fair.  

The big event at the center on Tea-
garden Street connected people with 

vital contacts and information on child-
care, basic needs, health services, senior 
resources, and intellectual disabilities 
programs.

The fair aims to bridge the gap for 
low-income individuals and featured 
over 20 local organizations. The fami-
ly-friendly event included fun activities 
including a petting zoo, photo ops with 

costumed “Star Wars” characters, a 
bounce house, entertainment on stage, 
and raffle prizes – something for ev-
eryone. 

Complimentary lunch was provided 
by the Alameda County Fire Fighters 
Association, Local 55. The firefighters 
spokesman Brian Centoni expressed 

see FAIR, page 7

San Leandro police arrest-
ed 37-year-old San Leandro 
resident Darrian Hardaway 
on Aug. 31 in connection 
with four vehicle vandalisms 
reported in the same general 
area of San Leandro.

The investigation began on 
August 18 when surveillance 
footage captured a suspect 
breaking a parked vehicle’s 
window with a rock in the 200 

block of Garcia Avenue, the 
police department announced 
in a news release.

On August 28, officers 
investigated two similar van-
dalisms on nearby streets, in 
the 200 block of Cambridge 
Avenue and the 200 block of 
Belleview Drive. 

Information provided by 
a neighbor, combined with 

The races for the San 
Leandro City Council are 
shaping up as they have in 
recent years with several can-
didates running unopposed. 

Earlier this year, it looked 
like there might be some con-
tests in this election, but three 
candidates withdrew, and now 
three City Council members 
are running unopposed. 

One candidate for mayor 
withdrew, so now Mayor Juan 
Gonzalez faces one contender, 
James Maes. 

Ci ty  Counci lmember 
Sbeydeh Viveros-Walton has 
no opponent for the District 
1 City Council seat. James 
Aguilar is running unopposed 
for the District 2 seat. And 
Xouhoa Bowen is running un-
opposed for the District 5 seat.

District 3
In District 3, Joseph Tru-

jillo and Lee Thomas are 
running against each other. 
Current Dist. 3 City Council 

special place, and I’ve learned 
so much from the people who 
came before me. 

“These parks are meant to 
be here forever, for everyone, 
and my focus is on keeping 

San Leandro TimesSan Leandro Times
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Summer Intern Launches Career to Doral’s Auto

When Mia Garcia applied 
for a high school internship 
in 2023, she couldn’t have 
predicted where it would lead. 

She was chosen to intern at 
Doral’s Auto Repair and spent 
her summer learning the ropes 
of the automotive service 
industry under an employer 
known for investing in student 
interns.

Dora l ’s  owner,  John 
Bridgwater, and his wife Ther-
ly have long been supporters 
of the high school internship 
program, welcoming students 
into their shop and treating 
them as contributors to the 
team.

Mia graduated from SLHS 
in 2024 and went on to earn 
her Associate of Arts degree 
in Kinesiology and Wellness 
from Chabot College. But her 
connection to Doral’s never 
faded. 

She recently stopped by 

San Leandro Education Foundation
Special to the Times

the shop to share the news of 
her graduation and to tell John 
and Therly how much she had 
loved her time working there.

The timing turned out to 
be remarkable. Shortly after 
her visit, a staff member at 
Doral’s resigned, leaving an 
opening for a service advisor. 
Mia was a natural fit, and she’s 
now back at the shop she once 
interned for — this time as an 
employee.

John, an auto repair teacher 
as well as repair professional, 
is already looking ahead. 
He’s committed to giving 
Mia access to more technical 
classes and ongoing profes-
sional development. Mia, for 
her part, has her sights set on 
becoming a service technician 
down the road.

Mia’s story is a clear ex-
ample of what the high school 
internship program is designed 
to do – connect students with 

mentors and workplaces that 
don’t just teach a skill, but 
open a door to a lasting career.

The San Leandro Edu-
cation Foundation (SLED) 
is proud of its partnership 
with the San Leandro Unified 
School District. The summer 
internship program provides 
learning experiences in a va-
riety of professions, allowing 
students to explore careers and 
gain vital skills.

Stipends paid by SLED al-
lows a wider range of students 
who rely on paid summer 
work to gain these important 
experiences.

For more information on 
how to be an intern host and 
how to support internship 
programs, visit SLED at www.
sledfund.org.

John and Therly Bridgwater, owners of Doral’s Auto Repair, with employee and 
former intern Mia Garcia.

PHOTOS COURTESY SLED

Mia Garcia, former intern and now an employee at 
Doral’s Auto Repair.

San Leandro Toastmas-
ters meets every Thursday 
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. online 
through Zoom. Email san-
leandrotm@gmail.com for 
more information. Also, the 
Toastmasters meet in person at 
the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave., on the 
last Thursday of every month  
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

San Leandro 
Toastmasters Meet 
Every Thursday

1881 Astor Dr, 
San Leandro, CA 94577510-357-8366 www.bovswim.com

FITNESS & FUN
YOUR FAMILY TO 
COMMIT

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

ANSWERS
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The City of Union City 
will mark the 25th anniversa-
ry of 9/11 at the Union City 
Flight 93 Memorial on Friday, 

Union City To  Host Ceremony 
To Mark September 11

Hearing Loss Association to Meet
The Hearing Loss Association East Bay will hold its 

monthly meeting on Saturday, Sept. 12, at the Kaiser Per-
manente Oakland Medical Center, 3600 Broadway, Lower 
Level Conference Room LL-B. Refreshments at 9:30 a.m., 
presentation at 10 a.m., and pizza at 11:30 a.m. The pre-
senter will be Dr. Tina Gonzales Childress, a late-deafened 
audiologist and expert in assistive and access technologies. 
She will built-in accessibility features on iOS and Android 
devices that support individuals who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. RSVP by Friday, Sept. 11, at 5 p.m. The meeting is 
available both in-person and virtual (Zoom). Please register 
at: www.HearingLossEB.org.

Toy Show at the Moose Lodge
The Castro Valley Moose Lodge, 20835 Rutledge Road 

in Castro Valley, will host a Toy Show on Sunday, Sept. 
13, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with vintage toys, trains, dolls, 
Disneyana, Coin-Op and Collectibles. Admission: $3. 
For more information, email Toyman5169@att.net or call 
510-886-3195.

Washington Home Owners Candidates Forum
The Washington Home Owners Association will host 

a special candidates forum meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 15, 
at 6 p.m. at the Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks 
Blvd. in San Leandro. Find out about current vision of the 
candidates for the mayor and the City Council member 
representing part of Washington Manor, Bonaire and the 
Floresta neighborhoods. For more information, visit: www.
whoasl.com or call Bob Glaze at 510-352-2058. 

Alta Mira Club Pancake Breakfast
The Alta Mira Club, 561 Lafayette Ave. in San Leandro, 

will host a Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 8 
a.m. to noon with pancakes, fruit salad, sausage, coffee, tea 
and juice. Mimosas available. Adults $15, children $8, no 
charge for children under 5. For tickets, call Patricia Miller 
at 510-666-5737, or buy a ticket at the door.

Praises of Zion Baptist Church Health Fair
Praises of Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 1395 

Bancroft. Ave. in San Leandro, will host a Community 
Health Fair on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
with games, free food and fun for the whole family. Free 
backpacks to the first 50 people (one per family). Infor-
mation about heart health, high blood pressure, nutrition 
and more. For more information, visit: wwwpozmbc.com 
or call 510-483-1181. 

Free Wellness & Fellowship for Seniors
First United Methodist Church, 1600 Bancroft Ave. in 

San Leandro, invites seniors to a program featuring seated 
exercise, guided meditation, conversation, fun activities, 
tea, and healthy snacks on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to noon 
from September 1 to November 17. Nurture your body, 
mind, and spirit while building community in a welcoming 
setting. Free of charge. All are welcome. For more infor-
mation, call 510-483-0606.

Lose Weight by Joining TOPS
Resolved to lose weight in 2026? Join TOPS (Take 

Off Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start 
your weight loss journey. TOPS is a non profit weight loss 
support group that meets on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. (doors 
open at 8:45 a.m.) at the United Methodist Church, 19806 
Wisteria St. in Castro Valley. For more information, contact 
Linda Brooks at 510-461-3894. Join us for fellowship and 
support. What do you have to lose?

Adults 50+ Book Club
Join a book club  that offers adults 50+ a welcoming 

space to explore the joys, challenges, and wisdom that 
come with growing older through insightful literature and 
meaningful conversation. Each gathering invites reflection, 
connection, and celebration of the aging journey in all its 
complexity. First Monday of the month from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. at the San Leandro Senior Community Center, 13909 
East 14th Street.

Community Calendar Library Events
Rides & Readers Car Show

At the Main Library
Come to the San Leandro Library’s 5th annual Rides & 

Readers Car Show at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave. on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
See classic cars from 1975 and earlier. Admission is free.

Homework Center at San Leandro 
Public Library’s Manor Branch

Need help with your homework? Come to the Home-
work Center at the Manor Branch Library 1241 Manor 
Blvd, on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
This is for students in grades 1 through 5. Registration 
needed: www.sanleandro.org.

Teen Lounge
The Teen Lounge is open every Wednesday and Thurs-

day, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library 300 
Estudillo Ave. Games, art, snacks, and fun. Open to teens 
in grades 6-12, no registration necessary. 

Central Alameda County’s largest Jewish community, 
Temple Beth Sholom, welcomes you to refresh, reset, and 
renew this High Holiday season, beginning with Rosh 
HaShanah on September 11 through 13, continuing with 
Yom Kippur on September 20 and 21, and capped off with 
Sukkot and a Simchat Torah celebration on October 3. 

The High Holy Days include heart-opening services 
with an array of music, prayers, poetry, and Torah; yoga 
and mindfulness sessions; and children, youth, and teen 
services. 

Services are accessible to those who have been going 
to synagogue all their lives, and those who are new, as an 
inclusive community. 

There is ASL interpretation available  for select ser-
vices.  Child care is offered during many of the adult 
services.  

For security and planning all members and guests are 
required to RSVP in advance. Visit tbssanleandro.org for 
more information and to RSVP.

TBS does not use a ticket model for attendance to 
services for guests, but encourages a donation to support 
our community and presence as a diverse center for Jewish 

John Carney’s show “Laughter & Astonishment” is coming 
to the Castro Valley Center for the Arts, 19501 Redwood Road 
in Castro Valley, on Saturday, Sept. 12 at 7:30 p.m. 

For tickets, go to: cvartsfoundation.org or call 510-889-
8961. Wheelchair accessible. Free Parking.

Carney is a comedian, actor, and sleight-of-hand virtuoso. 
He’s acclaimed by his peers as one of the finest slight-of-hand 
performers in the world. Hollywood’s Magic Castle presented 
Carney with more awards than anyone in their history.

Magician John Carney to 
Perform in Castro Valley

Sept. 11, at 10 a.m. at the Sug-
ar Mill Landing Park in Union 
City, the corner of Dyer Street 
and Alvarado Boulevard.

High Holy Days Services
At Temple Beth Sholom

.

SUNDAY 12:12 P.M.

•	 We emphasize spirituality more than religion.
•	 We believe there are many paths to God.
•	 We show you how to transform your life through
	 practical spiritual principles.
•	 Everyone is welcome.

Spiritual, but not religious?
Watch 12:12pm Live-stream at  

unitysanleandro.org or on Facebook Live

Unity Church of San Leandro
Meeting in person on the 1   & 3     Sundays at 12:12 PM    

San Leandro Senior Community Center 
13909 E. 14th St., San Leandro

st rd

VALLEY TRUCK & TRAILER
510-889-8103

$595 
Includes Your First Ton 
Pick Up and Drop Off Included
7 Day Rental Included 
You Load it, We Haul it, You Save

VALLEY TRUCK & TRAILER
510-889-8103

Small versatile units for home
improvement or construction
project, 9 x 7 x 7, $399 includes 
drop off, pick up & 1st month’s 
rent. $199 a month for each 
additional rental month

$595.00
Includes Your First Ton. Pick Up 
and Drop Off included. 7 Day Rental
Includes You Load it, 
We Haul it, You Save

U-LOAD  
WE-HAUL  U-SAVE $

Small Versatile Units 
For Home Improvement or 
Construction Projects 9x7x7 $399 
Includes Drop Off. Pick Up & 
1st Month’s Rent $169 A Month For 
Each Additional Rental Month

U-LOAD  
WE-HAUL  U-SAVE $

GALVAN’S MARKET
(510) 351-5707 * Jason Burnett, Owner

1275 MacArthur Blvd., San Leandro

Family Owned & Operated Since 1960 

Fresh Seafood Delivered 5 Days a Week 
Featuring USDA Prime Beef 

& Authentic Wagyu Beef 
Organic Poultry 

Wild Game Processing 
Imported Goods from across Europe 

Full Service Deli with Amazing Sandwiches 
House Smoked Meats 

Catering Available
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Key Benefits of Investing in Real Estate

Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737

Robert Jones   Associates

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 510 -357-0120
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

and

— Matt Jones & Bob Jones
WE ARE HERE for YOU....

WOW! We just sold a
beautiful home in San Leandro 
for $2,700,000!!!!

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

FILED                                       July 24 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 624923

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Mylittlefe located at 277 Garcia Avenue, 
San Leandro, CA 94577 Alameda Coun-
ty, is hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): Marife Rosales. located at 277 
Garcia Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577. 
This business is conducted by An In-
dividual. This business commenced 
9/1/2025
/s/ Marife Rosales
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires July 23, 2031

Aug 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
21700- SLT

FILED                                   August 3 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 625094 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Berhoney Cottage located at 553 Ke-
nilworth Avenue, San Leandro, CA 
94577 Alameda County, is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): Alissa 
Mahoney. located at 553 Kenilworth 
Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577 / An-
gella Bernal. located at 553 Kenilworth 
Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577. This 
business is conducted by An Married 
Couple This business commenced N/A
/s/ Alissa Mahoney
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires August 2, 2031

Aug 13, 20, 27, Sep 3, 2026
21710- SLT

LEGAL NOTICES

FILED                                       July 28 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 624981

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Lulu’s Craft Factory located at 569 Joa-
quin Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577 
Alameda County, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Shannan 
Recham Davis. located at 569 Joaquin 
Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577. This 
business is conducted by An Individual  
This business commenced N/A
/s/ Shannan Recham Davis
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires  July 27, 2031

Aug 20, 27, Sep 3, 10, 2026
21720- SLT

FILED                                         July 7 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 624545

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Dock2Dock Enterprise located at 1825 
Pacific Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577 
Alameda County, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Buford Pow-
ers. located at 1825 Pacific Avenue, 
San Leandro, CA 94577. This business 
is conducted by a Individual This busi-
ness commenced N/A
/s/ Buford Powers
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires July 6, 2031

Aug 27, Sep 3, 10, 17, 2026
21730- SLT

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 

Gwendolyn Aaron
Case Number: 
26PR206407

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or estate, or both, of: Gwendolyn Aaron
A Petition for Probate has been filed by Rayvonne Aaron. in the Superior Court 
of California, County of Alameda. The Petition for Probate requests that Ray-
vonne Aaron. be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate 
of the decedent.

The PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Indepen-
dent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal rep-
resentative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, however, the personal representative will be 
required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority 
will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on September 23, 2026, 9:45 a.m., 
Dept. 202, at 2120 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94704.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written objections with the court before the hear-
ing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney. 

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate Code or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate 
Code. Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights 
as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested 
in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition 
or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the court clerk.  
Petitioner: Rayvonne Aaron 
499 Estudiflo Avenue #104 , San Leandro, CA 94577 (510) 366-3954
      LEGAL 0219-SLT 24PRO72745 09/2/26, 09/09/26, 09/16/26

REAL ESTATE GALLERYREAL ESTATE GALLERY
REAL ESTATE REALITY

GUEST COMMENTARYBy Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

Asbestos Woes
By Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times

perform the necessary repairs. 
A company was called and, 
after their technician crawled 
back out of the crawl space, 
reported they could not repair 
the duct because asbestos was 
present.
  “To continue,” they stated, 
“the owner will need to get a 
licensed asbestos abatement 
company to come in and 
remove the asbestos. After 
that,” they continued, “we can 
return and fix the ducting.”
  The homeowner, not under-
standing the process, became 
angry believing that the home 
inspection company had not 
highlighted the asbestos. They 
were further frustrated the 
HVAC company would not 
do the required work with the 
asbestos in place and became 
increasingly upset that they 

Ahomeowner in the 
Bay Area, preparing 
for the market, had a 

preemptive home inspection 
which revealed a discon-
nected heating duct in the 
crawl space. The inspection 
report recommendation that 
a qualified HVAC company 

now faced the additional cost 
of abatement should they 
wish to proceed with the 
necessary repair. Additionally, 
they realized that since the 
presence of asbestos was now 
a known fact, it would have to 
be disclosed.
  This highlights a couple 

issues that are often misun-
derstood. To begin, a home 
inspector may spot an item in 
a home they may suspect con-
tains asbestos but cannot de-
finitively affirm the presence 
of the material. California reg-
ulations distinguish between 
ordinary home inspections 

that happen to identify sus-
pected asbestos from special-
ized asbestos consulting. A 
Cal/OSHA-certified asbestos 
consultant is required to 
provide asbestos inspections, 
sampling, abatement and 
subsequent clearance.
  On the other hand, expe-
rienced HVAC companies 
are aware that a significant 
number of older of homes 
in the East Bay contain 
asbestos insulation on the 
exterior of floor or ceiling 
mounted registers. These 
are often contained within 
ceilings or other areas where 
an inspection of the backside 
is not readily possible. They 
may also, especially in crawl 
spaces, be wrapped with 
fiberglass insulation, hiding 
the hazardous material.
  As such, while a home 
inspector might not spot the 
potential presence of asbes-
tos, experienced professional 
HVAC companies who see 
these ducts on a regular 
basis understand the issue 
immediately and, to protect 
their crew and abide by state 
laws, will not touch or work 
on any such registers in any 
way until the asbestos has 
been properly removed.
  While this seller may have 
misunderstood the process 
resulting in anger, both the 
home inspection and HVAC 
companies were operating 
within the mandatory guide-
lines provided by the State of 
California.
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OPINION

Parking Problem 
Addressed

Editor,
I want to publicly thank 

Deputy City Manager Eric 
Engelbart, Mayor Juan 
González, and San Lean-
dro’s traffic engineering 
team for their swift action in 
improving our local parking 
infrastructure.

Recently, I reached 
out regarding a confusing 
parking setup at 220 Juana 
Avenue. Because the block 
lacked the clear meter pat-
terns of nearby streets and 
the signs were mounted too 
high, it created an unintend-
ed trap for drivers trying to 
follow the law.

Rather than dismissing 
my concerns, Mr. Engelbart 
and city staff took compre-
hensive action. The city has 
already lowered the signs to 
standard height, added clear 
directional arrows to the pay 
station, adjusted meter visi-
bility, and added new corner 
signage.

As someone who works 
in San Leandro, it is incred-
ibly reassuring to see city 
leaders who actually listen 
to community feedback 
and proactively fix public 
infrastructure. Thank you for 
demonstrating true public 
service.

Kelly Ball
Sheffield Village, Oakland

Addressing Campaign 
Claims

Editor,
People who know me 

know that I am a strongly 
independent woman. 

With the launch of the 
campaign season, some 
people are now claiming that 
our mayor does not support 
independent thinking women 
or their essential rights. 

That is simply untrue. 
While each person is entitled 
to their own beliefs, Mayor 
Juan Gonzalez supports 
women and their legal rights 
in our community.

When I first met Dr. Juan 
Gonzalez, he was running for 
mayor.  I was immediately 
impressed by his intelligence 
and his humanity, a great 

Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number, and must be 
under 300 words. Letters can be edited for clarity or length. Letters are the views of 
the author and not necessarily the views of the newspaper or its advertisers. E-mail 
letters to: letters@ebpublishing.com or send by mail to: The Editor, San Leandro 
Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577. 

LETTERS to the EDITOR

combination in a leader. 
I have spoken with the 

mayor on many different oc-
casions since he was elected. 
He is genuine in his desire to 
make San Leandro a better 
place, and I know a lot of 
other women who feel the 
same way.

So many women turned 
out for him at his kickoff 
event on Saturday and I am 
proud to say that my Asian 
women friends were well 
represented as well. 

But no matter your 
gender, or your nationality, I 
believe with my whole heart 
that Mayor Gonzalez is there 
for you.

Marilyn Fong
San Leandro

Re-elect Mayor Gonzalez
Editor,

I would like to add 
my endorsement to the 
re-election of Mayor Juan 
Gonzalez. I have witnessed 
his growth in building the 
San Leandro community on 
many levels. 

Personally, as a com-
munity arts leader, I have 
been continually impressed 
with his support of the local 
art scene in San Leandro. 
During the last budget 
development cycle he helped 
approve the continued fund-
ing for the Arts, Culture and 
Library Commission in 2027 
which was in peril of being 
discontinued. 

This is a very important 
feature of the arts communi-
ty in San Leandro, allowing 
non-profits and individuals 
to explore art projects which 
would otherwise be beyond 
their grasp. His recognition 
of this aspect of cultural 
growth is a win for the whole 
community. 

M Kathleen Kelly
San Leandro 

You Can’t Build Heavy 
At the Shore

Editor,
I too miss being able to 

go to Mulford Point, but the 
story about the Marina in 
Aug 27 San Leandro Times 
left out some important facts 
which the City needs to 

understand
Stephen Cassidy started 

me looking into the geology 
of the San Leandro Marina 
around 2010 when the plan 
was to build a large confer-
ence center on the El Torito 
lot. I easily found USGS 
papers making it clear that 
it was 1000 ft down through 
Bay Muds to bedrock at the 
San Leandro Shoreline. Our 
Shoreline is unique because 
the San Leandro Basin which 
starts at the Hayward Fault 
widens and deepens at the 
Bay.

Councilman Pete Ballew 
told me around 2017 that 
CalCoast planned to use ‘sur-
charging’ to create a building 
platform that would hold up 
to big structures. That wasn’t 
defined until 2022 when the 
CalCoast funded geotechni-
cal survey was presented to 
Council (June 21 2022 Item 
11b Attachment J pg 7). It 
required putting a 20 foot 
high mountain of dirt over 
the entire build area to for 
at least 6 to 12 months to 
hopefully push water out of 
the underlying Bay Muds to 
support structure. The City 
Council never discussed this 
and the information re-
mained buried, but basically 
you cannot safely build big 
and heavy on our Shoreline.

People upset about the 
Marina now would REAL-
LY have complained about 
an enormous mountain of 
dirt taking the place of El 
Torito for a year .. or more. I 
believe that when CalCoast 
realized they couldn’t build 
the big hotel they wanted 
there, they rethought the 
whole project and finally 
came to grips with sea level 
rise, declaring bankruptcy on 
the little golf course prop-
erty the City sold them for 
housing rather than pay back 
the $25million loan.

The anchorage remains in 
the old silted up marina are 
considered hazardous waste 
and around 2022 the Council 
budgeted some $3million to 
‘decommission’ and haul it 
away - finding someone to 
do it for that price is another 
matter.

Ginny Madsen
San Leandro

Real Growth vs. Inflation
Editor,

One of the easiest mis-
takes we can make is confus-
ing inflation with growth.

Prices rise. Paychecks get 
larger. Home prices increase. 
Retirement accounts and 
401(k)s show higher balanc-
es. Looking only at the num-
bers, it can feel as though we 
are becoming wealthier.

But are we?
If the cost of housing, 

food, healthcare, education, 
insurance, and everyday 
necessities rises as fast as (or 
faster than) our incomes and 
savings, much of that appar-
ent growth simply reflects 
paying more for the same 
standard of living.

Real growth is differ-

ent. It means creating more 
value, expanding opportuni-
ty, increasing productivity, 
strengthening communities, 
and improving our quality of 
life. It means our purchas-
ing power and opportuni-
ties genuinely expand, not 
merely the number of dollars 
attached to them.

Over time, even our 
expectations change. Mil-
lion-dollar homes begin to 
seem normal. A six-figure 
salary no longer feels excep-
tional. Prices once unimag-
inable become routine. We 
adapt to larger numbers 
while overlooking what 

those numbers actually buy.
People are remarkably 

good at comparing numbers, 
but surprisingly poor at com-
paring purchasing power. Yet 
everyone feels the difference.

As we think about 
our future, we should not 
mistake rising numbers for 
rising prosperity. They may 
look similar on paper, but 
they tell very different stories 
about the health of our real 
economy, the strength of our 
society, and whether more 
people are truly moving 
forward.

Sky Woo
San Leandro

The San Leandro Democratic Club will hold a candidate 
endorsement forum on Saturday, Sept. 12, at the EAUDC 
Headquarters at  23918 Hesperian Drive in Hayward from 
noon to 4 p.m. The forum is for candidates who are Democrats 
running for mayor of San Leandro, San Leandro City Council, 
EBMUD, and Ora Loma Sanitary District.  

Forum for Democratic Party Candidates

ANSWERS ON PAGE 4

THE TIMES CROSSWORD

               DOWN
	 1	 Golf props
	 2	 Golden State sch.
	 3	 Dorm alternative
	 4	 Dutch exports
	 5	 Actor
	 6	 Long. crosser
	 7	 Spiced drink
	 8	 Inferior
	 9	 Follower of 
          Sigmund’s methods
	 10	 Jr.-year exam
	 11	 Challenge
	 19	 Rejection
	 21	 CEO’s degree, maybe
	 24	 Trendy
	 25	 Visual communication syst.
	 26	 Protector
	 28	 “Rugrats” dad
	 29	 Late-night host, usually
	 30	 Poetic tribute
	 31	 AAA job
	 36	 Three-note chords
	 37	 British verb ending
	 38	 “Consider this a gift”
	 41	 Old pronoun
	 42	 Diplomacy
	 43	 “La -- Bonita”
	 44	 Cracker name
	 46	 Mazar of “Younger”
	 47	 Idyllic place
	 48	 Uses a shovel
	 51	 Bee follower

 		   ACROSS
	 1	 Grass clump
	 5	 Pampering, for short
	 8	 Bay Area force, briefly
	12	 Beige
	13	 Taunting laugh
	14	 -- Minor
	15	 Airline to Tel Aviv
	16	 Greek vowel
	17	 Endure
	18	 Lustrous fabrics
	20	 Ascribe
	22	 Soda
	23	 Abysmal
	24	 Fairy tale figures
	27	 Surname of Judas
	32	 Terre Haute sch.
	33	 From -- Z
	34	 Ruckus
	35	 Element No. 78
	38	 Recognized
	39	 Train lines (Abbr.)
	40	 CBS logo
	42	 More like Unger
	45	 Signed over
	49	 China setting
	50	 Here (Fr.)
	52	 Mani counterpart
	53	 Not naked
	54	 Darjeeling, e.g.
	55	 “-- to differ!”
	56	 Earth tones
	57	 Buddhist sect
	58	 Metal boxes

LIVE TRIBUTE BAND CONCERTS
KALIMBA The Spirit of Earth 

Wind and Fire Tribute 
SAT. SEPT. 12, 2026  8 PM

Ultimate Rolling Stones Tribute           
SAT. OCT. 3, 2026  8 PM

Damage Inc Tribute to Cliff Burton   
FRI. OCT. 9, 2026  8 PM

Cori Jacobs Sly Stone & Family Tribute        
SAT. OCT. 10, 2026  8 PM

Tickets at the Door or at baltheatre.com &  
Ticketmaster.com 510-614-7700 San Leandro

*Present this Flyer at the Bal 
Concession Stand for 1 FREE Soda

baltheatre.com



Classified Advertising

Whatever your specialty, the place 
to advertise is in the…

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Delivered to 32,736 homes in
San Leandro, over
20,000 homes in
Castro Valley, and
another 8,264 are
delivered to
businesses and
libraries.

Call Now For A Free Written
Roof Analysis & Estimate

Serving San Leandro & The Entire
Bay Area. For Those Who Demand

Superior Personalized Attention.
SINCE 1975 / FULLY INSURED

Complete Residential & Commercial 
Roof Systems

(510) 357-5116

K     R E E D     R O O F I N G

Lic. #311818

RoofingRoofing

MEMBER www.WonderlinRoofing.com

$200.00 OFF
COMPLETE REROOFING WITH TEAR-OFF

One Coupon Per Customer  •  Expires 10/31/26

(510) 538-1530(510) 538-1530

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED

since 1992
Reroofs  •  Repairs 

Dry Rot Repair 
Seamless Prepainted Gutters

FREE ESTIMATESCastro Valley      Lic. #642517 • Insured/Bonded

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Roofing / Gutters / Solar

FREE ESTIMATES
SENIOR DIS-

621-A WILLIAMS • SAN LEANDRO
STATE CONTRACTORS LICENSE NUMBER 260176

ROOFING CO.
~ SINCE 1922 ~

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING & GUTTERS
P.V. SOLAR / SKYLIGHTS

(510) 351-1922

Roofing Painting

FREE ESTIMATES

Diego Painting
•	 Residential/
	 Commercial
•	 Interior/
	 Exterior
•	 Power Washing

(510) 331-6152

Lic. #855054 • diegopainting@comcast.net
www.diegopainting.com

Plumbing

510-969-4358
LIC. #1026755

Compare
Our Prices!
FREE ESTIMATES

24/7 SERVICE

CAPELLI PLUMBINGCAPELLI PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING& DRAIN CLEANING

Military & Senior Discounts
Family Owned & Operated

Trenchless Sewer Repair

Licensed Child Care
Nurturing Environment

Contact Us Today
This Ad Space Could be 
Yours! To reserve this ad 

space call advertising 
Sales Rep Patrick Vadnais 

at 510-614-1560

Child Care

ROOFING COMPANY

NEW ROOFS & REPAIRS

510-895-4433
FREE ESTIMATES  

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING
RAIN GUTTERS INSTALLED & REPAIRED

LICENSE # 657692

Dry - Rot & Termite Structural Repairs
Decking - Soffits - Fascias - Rafters - Gables - Etc
14349  WASHINGTON  AVE    SAN  LEANDRO 

Drainage/Structural

• RETAINING WALLS
• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
• FOUNDATION REPAIRS
• SEISMIC UPGRADES
• CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
 www.alameda-engineering.com

510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors 

License# 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net

 Alameda Engineering 
 Since 1989

Gardening / Tree Service

EXCELLENT REFERENCES / SINCE 1994
INSURED / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / UNLICENSED

CALL 510-385-2122

TREE SERVICE

PEREZ
Gardening &
Maintenance

Pruning, Topping, Removing, Synthetic 
Grass Installation, Planting, New Lawns & 
Lawn Care, Sprinkler Systems, Lots & Hill-
sides Cleaned & Planted, Drainage/Gutters, 
Fences, Decks, Patios, Arbors, Concrete, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES

House Cleaning

www.tlc-housecleaning.com
510-481-9193

House Cleaning Service
Family Owned Since 1980

WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

BONDED & INSURED  •  ALL TAXES PAID

EMPLOYEES 
COVERED BY 

WORKERS’ 
COMP. STATE 
DISABILITY 
INSURANCE FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing
in detailed 

cleaning tailored 
to your home

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM

Hardwood Flooring

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Jeff Today!

510-366-6491510-366-6491
Lic. #803455

FERREIRA’SFERREIRA’S
HARDWOOD FLOORINGHARDWOOD FLOORING

Sand • Install • Refinish
Glista • Oil Base

25 Years Experience
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Painting

PHIL’S PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Residential & Commercial
Low Rates • Free Estimates

Excellent References
Since 2002 • Lic.#805192

PHILLIP LAWHUN
Bus (510) 317-1844
Cell (510) 681-8284

philspaintingco@comcast.net
www.philspaintingco.com

Beautify

Your 

Home

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call  614-1558

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1555, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

BISTRO/KARAOKE

*ZENTI BISTRO. KARAOKE with 
Host Fresh Kymm Every Tuesday 
6:30pm-9:00pm. *Ask about a FREE  
drink  with  purchase.  510-856-8541.
www.Zenti-Bistro.com  San Leandro

CATERING
*HONEY BROWNS CATERING & 
MEAL PREP. Cooking with Love. 
Theron & Yetta Brown 510-606-8063. 
honeybrowns4you@gmail.com

CONCRETE SERVICE
ISLANDER CONCRETE. Quality 
Work, Free Estimates. Lic.#989994. 
Steven 925-915-5240/ 510-798-3732.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

FENCES/ DECKS Repair/ Replace, 
Gutter Cleaning. Insured/ Bonded. 
Jerry 510-410-2427

FLORIST
*LUCY’S CREATIONS - Voted San 
Leandro’s Top Florist. Flowers for all 
occasions. Local delivery available.

Lucyscreationsforyou.com

GARAGE DOORS

*HAPPY GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 
& MAINTENANCE. Best  Repair 
Service, Maintenance, Installation. 
415-716-2874.

GARAGE SALES

ESTATE SALE - Cash Only
MCM Furn & Decor

1356 Scenicview, San Leandro
Fri/Sat., Sept 11-12, 9am-2pm

COME ON “BUY”!

GARDENING

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

HANDYMAN SERVICE
*IT’S TOTALLY FINISHED CON-
STRUCTION. Specializing in ADU’s 
& Garage Conversions, Kitchen/ Bath 
Remodels. Floor Care: Vinyl & Lami-
nate (no hardwood). Lic.#583113. 
Call Martin Sharp 510-384-8041.

HAULING SERVICE
HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

HHEALTHEALTH CCAREARE/P/PROVIDERSROVIDERS

Experienced CNA Caregiver availa-
ble. Affordable rates. Live-in/ live-
out/hourly. Zeta 510-938-5973.

HOUSE CLEANING
*JUST LIKE GRAMMAS CLEAN-
ING!! Detail Cleaner with over 20-
years experience. 30-Days Airbnb 
Special $29 an hour. Fatimah 510-
978-6803.

LOCKSMITH

*DAD’S LOCKSMITH. Excellent 
Service. Affordable Rates. Customer 
Satisfaction.  Call  925-820-5747.

MISC. FOR SALE
Black & Decker 7-speed Cyclone 
blender, excellent shape. $25. 510-
846-2918.

PLUMBING SERVICE
*PRIEBES PLUMBING “Where You 
Can Count On Honesty & Quality”. 
Lic.#1034397.  Call  925-895-8977.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

��
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

RENTALS

APARTMENTS
LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

RESTAURANTS

*Café Sorriso - FREE Coffee or Iced 
Tea with meal purchase (offer 
expires 12- 31-26). 1501 Washington 
Ave.,  San Leandro.  510-351-3605.

SERVICES

HANDYMAN & CONTRACTORS 
You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

YOUR INFO

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 12 Noon.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED
REMODELING?

How about a
new kitchen or

bath? Check
the TIMES

"Classified Ads" &
The TIMES "Home

Service" ads for
help!

*SCOTT HARRISON DRE#00966212 
Sunshine Realty  510-388-4536

GUTTER CLEANING
GUTTER WORKS Cleaning and Re-
pairs. Residential/ Commercial. Rea-
sonable Rates. FREE Estimates. 
925-575-4488. 

GutterWorks025@gmail.com



The annual Davis Street fair shows people the services at the center. 
PHOTO BY SHIRLEY ORILLE

Vandalism: Arrest 
continued from front page
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Korten: New park district manager hired 
continued from front page

Shoo-ins: Thomas and Trujillo run for District 3 City Council seat 
continued from front page

Fair: Clinic provides medical, dental and counseling services 
continued from front page

Max Korten

the organization strong so we 
can protect these resources 
while making sure they remain 
accessible and welcoming 
to all.”

Earlier in his career, Korten 
served as a wilderness ranger 
for the U.S. Forest Service, 
as natural resources program 
director for Conservation 
Corps North Bay, and as a 
backcountry ranger and trail 
crew supervisor for the Bureau 
of Land Management. 

Korten holds a bachelor’s 
degree in environmental stud-
ies from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz, and a 
master’s degree in natural re-
sources from Humboldt State 
University. He lives with his 
family in Berkeley, where he is 
a regular on the trails of Tilden 
Regional Park.

“Max has demonstrated 
steady, thoughtful leadership 
and a deep commitment to the 
East Bay Regional Park Dis-

trict’s mission, employees, and 
the communities we serve,” 
said Olivia Sanwong, presi-
dent of the Board of Directors 
and representative for Ward 5.  

“We are pleased to appoint 
him as general manager and 
look forward to continuing our 
work together,” Sanwong said. 
“The Board is confident that 
his experience, collaborative 
approach, and clear vision 
will guide the Park District 

forward as we expand access 
to nature.”

Korten joined the park 
district as deputy general 
manager in October 2024. 
His accomplishments include 
collaborating with union lead-
ers to reach an agreement on 
a new telework policy and 
working with neighboring city 
officials to preserve the histor-
ic Flag Barn in Brentwood. 

Korten is currently sup-
porting staff in efforts to re-
duce traffic on Del Valle Road 
in Livermore and is working 
with the Trust for Public Land, 
state leaders, and the cities of 
Berkeley and Albany on the 
potential acquisition of Gold-
en Gate Fields.

Before joining the Park 
District, Korten spent 10 years 
at Marin County Parks, the last 
eight as director and general 
manager, leading an agency 
responsible for 34 open space 
preserves, 45 parks, and about 
150 employees on a $35 mil-

lion annual operating budget. 
He reported to the Marin 

County Board of Supervisors 
and worked with nine com-
missions and board-appointed 
committees.

During his tenure at Marin 
County Parks, Korten led the 
passage of the 2022 renewal 
of Measure A, the countywide 
sales tax that funds park main-
tenance, wildfire fuel reduction, 
farmland preservation, and 
public access, winning voter 
approval by about 75%. He 
also worked to eliminate park 
entrance fees to expand equita-
ble public access, and was suc-
cessful in passing a $20 million 
acquisition bond measure.

Looking ahead, Korten has 
prioritized aligning the Park 
District’s fire, stewardship, 
and operations teams around 
a cohesive vegetation man-
agement strategy. The effort 
includes mapping wildfire risk 
and habitat across the park 
district for the first time. 

surveillance footage showed a 
person with consistent cloth-
ing, appearance, and method 
of vandalism in all three inci-
dents, which helped officers 
identify Hardaway as the 
suspect.

On August 31, a fourth 
vandalism was reported in the 
100 block of Farrelly Drive, 
according to police. The own-
er of the car heard glass break 
and called the police.

An officer found Hardaway 
minutes later and attempted to 
detain him. Hardaway initially 
fled on foot but was taken 
into custody without incident, 
police said. 

Officers found clothing 
consistent with that seen in 
surveillance footage from the 
related incidents.

“We are grateful to the 
members of our community 
whose awareness and will-
ingness to bring these crimes 
to our attention helped offi-

cers identify and arrest the 
suspect,” said Lieutenant Jeff 
Walton of the San Leandro 
Police Department. 

Hardaway was booked 
into the San Leandro Jail 
in connection with the four 
vandalism cases, police said. 
The Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office charged 
Hardaway with felony van-
dalism and felony evading a 
peace officer. 

The District Attorney’s Of-
fice also filed an enhancement 
alleging Hardaway committed 
the offense while released 
from custody on a separate 
felony matter, along with addi-
tional sentencing allegations.

Anyone with more infor-
mation about these incidents, 
or who believes they may be 
an unreported victim, is en-
couraged to contact the San 
Leandro Police Department 
at 510-577-2740. Anonymous 
tips may be submitted by call-
ing 510-577-3278.

his enthusiasm in supporting 
the community. 

Centoni said both his fa-
ther and grandfather were 
also firefighters, and he grew 
up in San Leandro. Centoni 
and his fellow firefighters 
helped to prepare hot dog 
lunches during the fair. He 
encourages local residents to 
“wave to us in support when-
ever you see our fire trucks on 
the street!”

Davis Street Chief Exec-
utive Officer Daniel Johnson 
took the time to give a tour of 
the large Davis Street Commu-
nity Center. 

The Children’s Services 
Program is comprised of 
three Child Development 

Centers and a state-funded 
voucher-based program called 
the—Alternative Payment 
Program (APP). Through 
these programs, Davis Street 
provides care for more than 
1,100 children every month.

The Basic Needs Program/
Food Pantry continues to 
see a high number of people 
accessing resources over the 
last year (July 1, 2025 – June 
30, 2026): 43,270 visits to the 
Food Pantry and 2,611 visits to 
the Clothing Program. 

The Primary Care Clinic 
provides medical, dental and 
counseling services for adults 
and children. Over the last 12 
months, they have received 
more than 23,000 visits. Med-
ical specialties include car-

diology, obstetrics, women’s 
health, pediatric services and 
more.

The Intellectual Disabil-
ities Program supports more 
than 70 adults. Programs 
include Job Coaching, Job 
Placement and Independent 
Living Services. Individu-
als who are in this program 
performed on-stage during 
the fair.

CEO Johnson said many 
services are available through 
the Davis Street Community 
Center

“Our model provides fam-
ilies, seniors, and singles in 
need with almost any resource 
they might need in a single 
location—medical, dental, 
counseling, food, childcare as-

sistance—all can be accessed 
here in a single visit.

“During the Resource Fair 

we gave away 568 new back-
packs filled with school sup-
plies and a brand-new pair of 

shoes to help make sure our 
families are able to start the 
school year on the right foot.”

member Victor Aguilar, Jr.’s 
term expires at the end of the 
year. 

Lee Thomas is a former 
City Council member who 
has worked for the Oakland 
school district and served as 
the president of the district’s 
administrators’ union. He says 
he will protect essential police 
and fire services and support 
practical and inclusive hous-
ing solutions. 

Joseph Trujillo is an 18-
year San Leandro resident 
who has managed infrastruc-
ture projects for the California 
Department of Water Re-
sources. He says his career is 

built on solving problems and 
protecting taxpayer resources. 

Mayor
Mayor Juan Gonzalez is 

running for his second term. 
Gonzalez says his goals are 
reducing crime, more traffic 
enforcement, more housing 
and support services, and se-
curing funding for infrastruc-
ture projects. 

Many San Leandras over 
the past few years, especially 
people who walk, have com-
plained about the lack of en-
forcement of the traffic laws. 

Mayor candidate James 
Maes managed project for the 
U.S. Forest Service and the 

Army Corp of Engineers. He 
says he will use his experience 
to provide more housing, and 
balance the city budget with-
out cutting essential neighbor-
hood services. 

State Assembly 
State Assemblymember 

Liz Ortega, a Democrat, is 
running in state Assembly 
District 20 against challenger 
Patricia Muga. 

Ortega is a longtime labor 
leader and the Chair of the 
Assembly Labor and Em-
ployment Committee. She 
grew up in Oakland and she 
was the first Latina member 
of the Alameda County Labor 

Council. She’s on the Assem-
bly’s Committees on Budget, 
Insurance, and Privacy and 
Consumer Protection. 

Muga is a real estate ap-
praiser, a graduate of UCLA, 
who grew up as one of six 
children of a father in the 
military and a mother who 
was a nurse. When she was 
younger, she worked as an 
emergency medical techni-
cian in southern San Diego in 
poor communities along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 

State Senate
San Leandro is in State 

Senate District 9, represent-
ed by Tim Drayson who 

was elected to a 4-year term 
in 2024. The state senate’s 
odd-numbered districts are 
up for election again in 2028, 
so Drayson’s seat isn’t up for 
election this year.

San Leandrans are famil-
iar with Liz Ortega. But ask 
somebody who represents 
them in the state senate and it’s 
unlikely many San Leandrans 
will know. 

The lines for state senate 
have been redrawn and San 
Leandro is now in District 9, 
which mostly covers Contra 
Costa County. The district 
includes the cities of Walnut 
Creek, Concord, Pittsburg, 
Antioch, Lafayette, Mora-

ga, Alamo and San Ramon. 
And the southwest corner 
of District 9 covers Castro 
Valley, San Leandro and San 
Lorenzo. 

Grayson has spent his ca-
reer as a small business owner, 
having a building contracting 
company. He has volunteered 
as the critical response chap-
lain for the Concord Police 
Department, and he co-found-
ed the Contra Costa Family 
Justice Center, which advo-
cates for crime victims. 

Grayson is on the senate 
Appropriations Committee 
and the Banking and Finance 
Committee, among other com-
mittees. 
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Firefighters from Alameda County left last Thursday to fight the Plaskett Fire in Monterey County. 
PHOTO COURTESY ACFD 

Alameda County Fire Department Battalion Chief Kent 
Carlin led a 22-member team that left last Thursday from 
Station 28 in Newark to fight the Plaskett Fire in Monterey 
and San Luis Obispo counties.

The team includes the follow fire departments: the Ala-
meda County Fire Department, the East Bay Regional Parks, 

the Fremont Fire Department, the Hayward Fire Department, 
and the Oakland Fire Department. 

As of last Friday, 29,579 acres have burned with 1 percent 
containment.  The Plaskett Fire  remains challenging due to 
steep terrain, heavy fuel loading, and limited access in the 
remote portions of the fire.

Strike Team Heads to Plaskett Fire

More Events
Community Chat with  City Councilmember Fred Simon

San Leandro City Councilmember and Oro Loma Sanitary 
District board member Fred Simon will hold his monthly com-
munity chat on Saturday, Sept. 12, from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. at the 
Manor Grill, 526 Manor Blvd. Alana Miller, chair of the San 
Leandro Arts, Culture and Library Commission, will join the 
meeting. Listen and share ideas on improving our environment 
and city, and learn how to become a community ambassador.

Memory Lab Orientation
Preserve your memories at the San Leandro Main Library, 

300 Estudillo Ave., on Thursday, Sept. 10, from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Discover the DIY Memory Lab and learn how to digitize 
family photos, slides, VHS tapes, and more. This orientation 
covers equipment, policies, what you can digitize, and ways 
to share your digital memories with the library. Registration 
required: www.sanleandro.org/162/Public-Library

Job Readiness for All
Build your job future with America’s Job Center of Cali-

fornia: resources and ideas to move your search forward, on 
Thursday, Sept. 10, from 6 to 7 p.m. at the San Leandro Main 
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. Free.

Movies at Main: In the Heights
See the hit musical that put Lin-Manuel Miranda on the 

map, In the Heights, on Saturday, Sept. 12, at 2 p.m. at the 
San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. Rated PG-13. 
Runtime 143 minutes. No charge. 

ROOFING COMPANY

Dry - Rot & Termite Structural Repairs
Decking - Soffits - Fascias - Rafters - Gables - Etc

510-895-4433

 WEB SITE : BANNERROOFINGCOMPANY.COM

A+ RATED

401  McCORMICK  ST ,  SAN LEANDRO 

  FLAT ROOF SILICONE COATINGS & RESTORATION

NEW ROOFS & REPAIRS 
NEW GUTTERS & REPAIRS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES BY OWNER MIKE BANNER

    ROOF ATTIC   

FINANCIAL
HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS

&  ROOF ATTIC

CONTRACTORS LICENSE #  657692
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