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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
Easter Light—Gladsome Light     April 19, 2026 
 
Whether we will admit it or not, many of us are logophiles, which means 
that we love words. All of us have far more words in our vocabularies 
than we use in our daily conversation. We know what the words mean 
but for some reason we do not say them much. Words come into and go 
out of fashion and usage. One of those words that are not used much 
anymore is gladsome. It appears in several hymns of the Christmas 
season and is in the first line of the ancient evening hymn “O Gladsome 
Light, O Grace” (LSB 888), which dates back to the fourth century AD 
and was originally in the Greek language. It describes Jesus as being the ultimate gladsome light with these 
words: “O gladsome Light, O Grace of God the Father’s face, eternal splendor wearing: celestial, holy, 
blest, our Savior Jesus Christ, joyful in Thine appearing!” (LSB 888:1). Jesus, the risen Lord, is the light 
that brings gladness to each hour of the day. We are blessed in that we can always rejoice in His brightness! 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
 
HYMN   “This Joyful Eastertide”            LSB 482 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the XSon and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 113:1–4; 56:12–13 
 
Leader: Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD! 
People: Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and  
  forevermore! 
 
Leader: From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised! 
People: The LORD is high above all nations, and His glory above the heavens! 
 
Leader: I must perform my vows to You, O God; I will render thank offerings to You. 
People: For You have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, 

that I may walk before God in the light of life. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Leader: Let us come before God in true repentance, seeking His mercy and 

forgiveness. 
 
O God our Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and 
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unclean and that we have sinned against You in thought and in word and in 
deed. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
Leader: We confess that we have not lived as Your followers but have sought to go 

our own ways in directions that have not brought glory to You or blessing to 
others. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
Leader: We confess that Your love has not reached others through us in every 

situation, admitting with guilt that there have been times in which we have 
been loveless, thoughtless, and judgmental toward others, unwilling to help 
our neighbors as we ought. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
Leader: We confess that Your will has not been our priority at all times and that we 

have not always been defenders of the weak and helpless in our circle of 
family, neighbors, and friends, and beyond. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
Leader: We confess that we have not used every opportunity given to us to witness 

to the resurrection faith that is ours and have at times been slow to speak 
of the hope that is ours in Christ. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
Leader: May the God of peace sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and 

body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 

People: Amen. 
 
MATINS         (p. 10 of this bulletin) 
  

X WORD X 
 
INTROIT Psalm 133 
 
Leader: Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 
 
People: It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on 

the beard of | Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! 
 
Leader: It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! 

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore. 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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Leader: Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 
People: Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 
 
Leader: It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the 

beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! 
 
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! 
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore. 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 

 
THE VENITE             (p. 11 of this bulletin) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Leader: Let us pray.  

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. 
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, 
perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN    “I Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives”                   LSB 468 
 
FIRST READING           Acts 2:14a, 36–41  
   (Peter preaches to the people gathered in Jerusalem.) 
 
Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea 
and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. Let 
all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And 
Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words he bore 
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation.” So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that 
day about three thousand souls. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE               1 Peter 1:17–25  
  (Peter writes that we are redeemed by the blood of Christ.) 
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If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, 
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made 
manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who 
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love 
one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for “All 
flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers,  and the 
flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news 
that was preached to you. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE Romans 6:9; Luke 24:32 
 
People: Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia. Did not our 
hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the road, while He 
opened to us the Scriptures? Alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                Luke 24:13–35  
   (Two witnesses learn from the Risen Lord at Emmaus.) 
 
Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all these things that 
had happened. While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near 
and went with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to 
them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And 
they stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you 
the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in 
these days?” And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and 
all the people, and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to 
death, and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, 
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. Moreover, some 
women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 
and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a 
vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” And he said to 
them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was 
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it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his 
glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself. So they drew near to the village to which they 
were going. He acted as if he were going farther, but they urged him strongly, saying, 
“Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay 
with them. When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it 
and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while 
he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” And they rose that 
same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were 
with them gathered together, saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to 
Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them 
in the breaking of the bread. 
 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “With High Delight Let Us Unite”         LSB 483 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN   “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word”                               LSB 488 
 
CATECHISM  The Third Article 
 
Leader: The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed is focused on the Holy Spirit and 

the ways in which the work of the Spirit has directed the life and growth of 
the church from its very beginnings, as is recorded by Luke in Acts. The 
Third Article presents and emphasizes what matters for our spiritual lives 
now and forever. 

 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
What does this mean? 
 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by 
the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 
the true faith. 
 
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 
whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in 
the one true faith. 
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In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and 
the sins of all believers. 
 
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal 
life to me and all believers in Christ. 
 
This is most certainly true. 

 
THE CANTICLE              (p. 15-17 of this bulletin) 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Leader: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs: 
 
We pray for the whole church, that the message of salvation joyfully be 
told throughout all the world and the Easter victory of Jesus Christ be 
celebrated around the globe. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We pray for the nations of the world, that the governments of all nations 

be a source of blessing to those who are governed and that oppression in 
all forms be hindered. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We pray for ourselves in this season of our Lord’s great victory that we 

truly be Easter people all year long, radiating the light of Christ in our 
homes, workplaces, and communities. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We pray for all who serve us through their callings, especially for those 

who deal with special challenges or dangers on a regular basis, including 
police, fire, and other emergency personnel. We also remember the 
military forces of our nation, those stationed both at home and abroad, 
whose efforts serve to defend our nation in challenging times. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We pray for those with special concerns and needs this day: those who 

are hospitalized [including . . ], those who grieve, the unemployed and 
underemployed, the chronically ill, and those homebound. Bless them with 
Your presence, gracious Father, that they have a sense of victory in their 
lives and find strength and hope for each day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Leader: Merciful God, we bless You for having placed into our lives faithful 
Christian people to guide us. On this day we remember those no longer 
among us on earth who have completed their earthly races and have won 
the final victory in Christ. Lead us to follow in their way, that we rejoice 
together eternally at Your Table and in Your mansions. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. Amen. 
 
HYMN   “Take My Life and Let It Be”                     LSB 784 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and X give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN    “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”                     LSB 480 
 
POSTLUDE 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SO. SAN FRANCISCO 
 

WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!   
Welcome to the Lord’s House of worship.  We pray this will be an uplifting  

time for you as you seek the Lord and get to know Him better. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS for April 19, 2026 
 

Rev. Jeffrey L Schufreider 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW BIBLE STUDY!  Starting on April 22 (Zoom) at 10:00 am, we will begin the study 
of the Book of James.  James is one of the “general” letters of the Bible.  It’s a short book 
of five chapters, but packed full of inspiration for our lives. 

 
LWML BIBLE STUDY - Saturday, May 3, 2026 - 12:30 pm at Grace Lutheran Church, 
San Mateo Library.  Bible Study "Out of Sight, But not out of mine" from the Spring 
Quarterly. 

 
KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY HEALTHY: Please note that masks are now optional and 
highly encouraged.  Masks are required if you will be singing during the service. 

 
LWML MITES contributions fund district and national mission grants.  
Please mail in your mites offering to the attention of Lori Fisher. 

 
FOOD PANTRY: needs replenishing as some food items are near expiration. Please 
donate a few staple (canned soup/fruits/vegetables, grains) 

 
Zoom service remains for now at 9:15 am for those who are not able to make it to 
church 

 
Sunday Service:  Meeting ID: 436 149 3761 (Sundays at 9:15 am)  

Password: 350350 
Link:     https://zoom.us/j/4361493761?pwd=YnFHZWpPWXpJV2dZeTErZkpmbHFMUT09   
 
 

 
Today we thank Deacon Charlie Porter for leading the service with us. 

https://zoom.us/j/4361493761?pwd=YnFHZWpPWXpJV2dZeTErZkpmbHFMUT09

