THE TREE

Luke 23:26-49

1 Corinthians 15:1-4, “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:”

I. JESUS ON THE WAY TO THE CROSS.  Luke 23:26-33

A. The Foreign Conscript. (23:26) Our Lord Jesus Christ bore his cross (John 19:17), but “Simon a Cyrenian” was compelled to assist him. Spurgeon said, “He must go the whole way…from the throne of highest glory to the cross of deepest woe.” Simon was a Gentile from North Africa. Only Mark identified his sons, Rufus and Alexander, who were probably known to believers at the time this gospel was written. Rufus is mentioned in Romans 16:13. 
B. The Fickled Crowd. (23:27) Many had demanded our Lord’s crucifixion, but many also lamented his suffering. Note the distinction of the “women.” Jew and Gentile alike degraded women, but Jesus respected them. There are no women who opposed Jesus in the gospel accounts. 
C. The Future Calamity. (23:28-31)

1. The Lord’s Pity. (23:28) “But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children.”
2. The Lord’s Prophecy. (23:29-31) The Lord’s prophecy has a twofold fulfillment. It applies to the historic destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70AD and also to the persecutions of the Antichrist during the coming Tribulation.
D. The Friendless Convicts. (23:32) Two criminals accompanied our Lord to execution. They were likely associates of Barabbas. According to Mark 15:32, they initially reviled the Lord Jesus with the others.
E. The Fearful Crime. (23:33) Jesus Christ was led to a place called Golgotha in Hebrew and Calvary in Latin. It was a place outside of the city (Hebrews 13:13) and it resembled a human skull. Luke then wrote, “…there they crucified him” with little explanation. However, the suffering of this Roman execution is well known.
Mark 15:21, “And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.”

John 19:17, “And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:”

Romans 16:13, “Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine.”

Matthew 24:19, “And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!”

Revelation 6:16, “And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?”

Isaiah 53:12, “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

Mark 15:32, “Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reviled him.”
II. JESUS AND THE WORK OF THE CROSS.  Luke 23:34-49 
A. The Mediator. (23:34) “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” According to Isaiah 53:12b, “…he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” So, our Lord Jesus offered Israel another opportunity to receive him as the Christ. The Acts of the Apostles present the renewed offer of the kingdom to Israel and this is the reason for the transition from the Jew to the Gentile. See Acts 2:23 and 3:17. Though many individual Jews did receive him, as a whole, Israel rejected him on both accounts. 
Acts 2:23, “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:”

Acts 3:17, “And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers.”

B. The Mockers. (23:35-38)

1. The Hebrews. (23:35) They mocked him as the Savior. Yet, in their railing they approached the truth. He could have called twelve legions of angels and saved himself (Matthew 26:53). Instead, he secured salvation for us.
2. The Heathen. (23:36-38) They mocked him as the Sovereign, and this was posted above our Lord on the cross. The “superscription” said, “JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS” (John 19:19) in Greek, Latin and Hebrew, 
C. The Malefactors. (23:39-49)
1. The Reviling Malefactor. (23:39) One of the thieves continued insulting our Lord. He said, “If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.”
2. The Repentant Malefactor. (23:40-43) The second thief had a heart change rebuking the other. Consider his repentance. He feared God, he admitted his sin and he declared Jesus innocent. Moreover, he called upon the name of the Lord. With faith he said, “Lord, (putting Jesus on the throne of the universe) remember me (putting Jesus on the throne of his heart) when thou comest into thy kingdom” (putting on the throne of David). Note that the King James Bible alone retains “Lord” in Luke 23:42. Our Lord responded, “Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” This is a demonstration of deathbed repentance because salvation is by grace. Additionally, salvation is immediate because Jesus said, “To day, shalt thou be with me in paradise.” According to John 19:32, Jesus died first. So, he met the repentant thief in paradise.
3. The Miracles. (23:44-49) First, “there was a darkness over all the earth” from noon to 3:00 PM. Secondly, “the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.” This miraculous event demonstrated the access believers have to God because of the blood of Jesus Christ. Apparently, the priests later repaired the veil according to Hebrews 10:11. Additionally, there was an earthquake (Matthew 27:52). Jesus “gave up the ghost.” Then the centurion confessed Jesus to be “a righteous man.” He had witnessed executions before, but never anything like the crucifixion of our Lord. Finally, “all his acquaintance, and the women that followed him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things” and these women would be the first to visit the tomb on “the first day of the week.” They had a very special affection for the Lord Jesus.
Luke 23:42 (NIV), “Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

John 19:32, “Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:”

Matthew 27:54, “Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.”
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