Our vision at New Hope Baptist Church is:
to be a multiethnic family of faith,
united by God’s grace,
remaining faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ,
growing in obedience to God’s Word,
and
sharing the Gospel with a distinctive witness in word and deed.
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Ephesians 6:18 “At all times, pray in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints”

If 2020 taught us anything, it is how vulherable we are. Covid-19 has forced us to put on hold many of our
daily activities. To protect ourselves, we have had to avoid close social contact with our families, friends,
and church. If there was ever a time to acknowledge our need for God and to cry out for his help and
provision, it is now. With 2021 at hand, | want to encourage us to pray and pray more. The good news is
that there is no social distancing requirement with God. Covid-19 may shut down businesses and cancel
events, but it can never prevent us from approaching the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find
grace in times of need (Heb. 4:16).

Ephesians 6:18 is part of the well-known Spiritual Armor of God passage (Eph. 6:10-20). It is interesting
that prayer is not included as one of the pieces of the armor. But prayer is not missing. In v. 18, Paul gives
the spiritual discipline of prayer great significance by making it the very context by which we put on the
armor of God. The implication is that if we are going to stand strong in the Lord Jesus by putting on the
armor (belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, etc.), we must pray. But Paul does not simply command,
“Pray!” In one verse, he provides a detailed description of the prayer life of a believer who is standing
strong in the Lord Jesus.

First, we need to be in constant prayer (praying at all times). Prayer must be a top priority in our lives.
There is never a moment or circumstance that we cannot run to our Heavenly Father in prayer.

Second, we heed to pray every kind and type of prayer (with all prayer and supplication). Scripture is filled
with different types of prayers: prayers of praise, prayers of thanksgiving, prayers of repentance, prayers
of burden, prayers of sorrows, prayers of trust, prayers of rejoicing, prayers of intercession and prayers
of petition. Having a diverse prayer life means that every area of our lives will be bathed in prayer, seeking
God’s guidance, blessing, and glory.

Third, we need to determine to pray (To that end keep alert with perseverance). Prayer is hard work. We
should not consider it as an easy devotion. Many days we will not feel like praying. At times, we might be
distracted while praying. But with the help of the indwelling Holy Spirit, we must be focused and intentional
in our prayer life, knowing how important and vital it is.

No matter what happens in 2021, it will be a good year if New Hope Baptist Church grows in our devotion

to pray.
Pastor Yasen
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New Hope Baptist Church Prayer Chain

Ms. Betty was wonderful at keeping us informed as to the prayer needs of our church and around the world.
Prayer is such an important part of our lives (or it should be). If you would be willing to fill Ms. Betty’s shoes
and keep us all informed of prayer needs, would you please call the church office so that we could get you set up
to fill those shoes. Call 704.537.6340




