
Mercy Me 
Mark 10:46-52 

Chris5anity is:  
a) tough = hard to endure 
b) difficult = not easily or readily done; requiring much skill, labor and  

 planning to be performed successfully 

Jesus is demanding:  
a) requiring or claiming more than is generally felt by others to be due 

 b) calling for intensive effort or aJen5on 

Chris5anity is tough and Jesus is demanding.  Chris5anity is tougher than serving in the Roman 
military and Jesus is more demanding than ci5zenry in the Roman empire. 

Mark is wri5ng to Romans.  He is intending to impress them with Jesus.  In era of oral tradi5on 
Mark has penned a wriJen account of Jesus’ life so that others cannot lower the bar on who 
Jesus is or what Jesus demands. 

a) Who is Jesus?  the Son of God 
b) What does Jesus demand?  Everything.   

The healing of Bar5meus is Jesus’ next-to-last miracle and the last healing in Mark’s gospel.   

Every miracle has been offered as tes5mony to Jesus’ divinity and its ensuing claims against the 
backdrop of Emperor worship and its demands.    

At the halfway point in the book Jewish Peter exclaims that Jesus is God’s Son and at the end of 
the book a Roman Centurion reaches the same conclusion.  This is Mark’s whole point: 

a) Who is Jesus 
b) What does it mean? 

All of Mark’s stories are intended to explain Mark’s teaching.  What is Mark trying to teach us?  

From Mark’s perspec5ve, Jesus’ interac5on with Bar5meus sums up 10:45 which summarizes 
the book.   

10:45 - For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. 

 First:  Jesus’ Divine Iden5ty – “the Son of Man…” 
Second: - Jesus’ Kingdom Model - “not to be served but to serve…” 
Third:  Jesus’ Redemp5ve Suffering – “to give his life as a ransom for many”  
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46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, 
BarBmaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was siDng by the roadside. 47 And when he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” 48 And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, 
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the 
blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak, he 
sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.”52 And Jesus said to 
him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and 
followed him on the way. 

 First:  Jesus’ Divine Iden1ty – “the Son of Man…” 

Caesar Augustus claimed to be “the son of god.”  To say otherwise costs you your life.   

Mark understands what he is asking his Roman readers to do.  He is asking them to deny Caesar 
and confess Jesus as the Son of God.   

Chris5anity is tough, difficult and demanding.     

8:34-38 – And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 
come aRer me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.35 For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For 
what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man 
give in return for his soul?38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generaBon, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels.” 

With all of the other miracles that Mark has included in his history of Jesus, Bar5meus’ healing 
is intended to once again prove that Jesus is the Son of God.  Everyone in Jericho knew 
Bar5meus and knew that he was blind.  More, while other Gospel writers simply say that Jesus 
healed two men, Mark names Bar5meus to prove the veracity of his story. 

There is not one first-genera5on, extra-biblical denial of the Gospels.     

In 10:45 Jesus calls himself the “Son of man” and in 10:47 & 48, Bar5meus calls Jesus the “Son 
of David.”   

• The Son of Man links Jesus to the universe and  
• The Son of David links Jesus to Israel.  Both 5tles assert he is the long-awaited, 

promised Messiah of the Old Testament.   
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“Son of man” gets him killed by the Romans and “Son of David” gets him killed by the Jews.   
   
Jesus never shied away from himself the “Son of Man” and he did not refuse the 5tle “Son of 
David.”   

Second: - Jesus’ Kingdom Model - “not to be served but to serve…” 

Unlike Caesar Augustus who calls on Romans to serve him, Jesus en5re ministry throughout 
Mark has been one of serving others.  More, his death will put everyone else ahead of himself.  
This is exactly what Mark intends his Roman readers and us, to understand.   

Jesus calls on us to believe on him – to believe that He is the Son of God and as such, to follow 
his model of sacrifice and service to the world. 

Every miracle Jesus performed in Galilee put him in greater conflict with the Jews and the 
Romans.  He’s not in Galilee anymore.  He’s in Jericho which is in Judea, closer to Jerusalem, the 
center of the Jewish world and the Roman world in Israel. 

Nonetheless, Jesus con5nues to serve the world.  Service at the cost of his own life is Jesus’ 
model and it is the model he demands of us as his followers.             

 52 - And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he 
recovered his sight and followed him on the way. 

How many 5mes has Mark demonstrated this?  Well people follow Jesus.  Whole people follow 
Jesus.  Saved people follow Jesus.   

If Jesus is God, you do God’s thing.  If he’s not God, you can make yourself god and do your own 
thing. 

Just as the Son represented the Father so the Son’s servants represent the Son.   

There are I don’t like this.  Chris5anity is tough, difficult and demanding.  The world’s religions 
give you something.  Jesus is taking everything.  It may very well cost Mark’s Roman readers 
everything to confess Jesus as the Son of God.  It will cost you no less. 

1 Timothy 2:1- 2 - First of all, then, I urge that supplicaBons, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high posiBons, that we may 
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing 
in the sight of God our Savior… 

“The magnitude of…[ChrisBanity] is one reason endurance has such a prominent place in the 
New Testament. One of the great themes of the Bible could be summed up in the words “You 
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have need of endurance” (Hebrews 10:36).  Or the banner flying over the whole Book could be, 
“Here is a call for the endurance of the saints” (RevelaBon 14:12). It is not a small consideraBon, 

since Jesus said, “The one who endures to the end will be saved” (Maehew 24:13). And Paul 
said, “If we endure, we will also reign with him” (2 Timothy 2:12). And the writer to the Hebrews 

said, “We share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end” (Hebrews 
3:14).  Repeatedly we are commanded to “stand” in the face of opposiBon that would knock us 
down or lure us to fall down or bow down. “Take up the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm” (Ephesians 6:13). “Stand 

firm thus in the Lord, my beloved” (Philippians 4:1). “Brothers, stand firm and hold to the 
tradiBons that you were taught by us” (2 Thessalonians 2:15). We are admonished, “Do not 
grow weary in doing good” (2 Thessalonians 3:13). “ConBnue in what you have learned and 
have firmly believed” (2 Timothy 3:14). “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 

wavering” (Hebrews 10:23). “Hold fast what you have unBl I come” (RevelaBon 2:25). A blessing 
is pronounced on those who endure under trial. “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast 
under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has 

promised to those who love him” (James 1:12). The assumpBon behind all these biblical texts is 
that the ChrisBan life is hard. “The gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life” 

(Maehew 7:14); the Word of God can be “choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life” 
(Luke 8:14); “your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour” (1 Peter 5:8); and “there are many adversaries” (1 Corinthians 16:9). Therefore the 

danger is real that professing ChrisBans will simply grow weary in well doing (GalaBans 6:9); 
that we will fail to take heed to ourselves (1 Timothy 4:16) and each other (Hebrews 3:13; 

10:24-25); and that we will just driR through life (Hebrews 2:1) and fail to see that there is a 
fight to be fought and a race to be won (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7). 

John Piper in the Introduc5on to The Roots of Endurance 

Mark has strategically placed 10:45 and the healing of Bar5meus in the context of everything 
that has preceded it in this chapter: 

a) Divorce puts us before our spouse 1-12 
b) The rich young ruler put himself before Jesus 17-22 
c) The disciples aJempted to place themselves before one another 35-45 

But what does Jesus say?  10:45 – “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Place your Chris5anity against that mirror and ask yourself if you see Jesus’ reflec5on 

We should all be crying with Bar5meus, “Mercy me.”  “Mercy Me.”   

Third:  Jesus’ Redemp1ve Suffering – “to give his life as a ransom for many”  

If you can live the Chris5an life apart from the Holy Spirit, then Jesus died in vain. 
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If you can live the Chris5an life in your own effort, then Jesus died in vain. 

The life-giving source of following Jesus is to be healed by Jesus.  Blind Bar5meus could not 
follow Jesus.  But when Jesus healed him, seeing Bar5meus followed Jesus. 

Eternal life does not begin when you die.  It begins the moment you accept Jesus.  “Eternal life” 
is really a misnomer because everyone is going to live forever.  When the Bible says “eternal life” 
it means “abundant life.”   

The only way to do what Jesus says to do is to first confess your sinfulness and accept him as 
your Savior.  Christ is the key.  Jesus is the key.   

He will not only save you from hell, he will save you from the hell of you. 

Conclusion:  Look how the text begins in verse 46.  In ten chapters of his Gospel, Mark has told 
us a lot of things about Chris5anity and one of his emphases is the difference between (46) “his 
disciples and a great crowd.”   

In this text, which sums up Mark’s whole Gospel, Bar5meus lem the crowd, got off the side of 
the road and followed Jesus.  For the sake of our souls, Mark hopes we will do the same.   

 Community Groups: 

1 – For you, what is most difficult about Chris5anity? 

2 – How would you say that Jesus is demanding? 

3 – Why does Mark include miracles in his Gospel? 

4 – How would you interpret Mark 10:45? 

5 – How would you personally apply Mark 10:45 

6 – What does it mean to you that Jesus is the Son of God? 

7 – How do you daily apply that to your life? 

8 – How are you serving the world during this Covid-19 pandemic? 

9 – Would you consider 1 Tim 2:1-2 as an aspect of serving the world? 

10 – How are we tempted to put ourselves first in our lives? 
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11 – What are your specific tempta5ons about this? 

12 – How does Jesus prac5cally save you from the “Hell of you?”
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