
Flower Bearers 

Lauren Griffin     Brooks Noble 

Ashley Dixon     Tamera Rorie 

Charlisa Griffin     Makala Griffin 

Raven Harris 

Casket Bearers 

Tremaine Rorie     Sakieo Williams 

Thomas Rorie     Brenton Griffin 

Rashawn Harris, Jr. 

Family Prayer 

Thank you Lord for giving us our Dad and Grandad,

You must really love us because you gave the best you had.

Watch over him and keep him in your loving care,

and may he be safe n your arms forever    

This is our family’s heartfelt prayer. 
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Henry Thomas Rorie, Sr. 

Monday, July 15, 2024 

 12:00 PM 

 Zion Memorial Missionary Baptist Church  

101 North Dunleith Avenue 

 Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

 Rev. Dr. Randell Cain, Jr., Officiating 



  

Obituary 

Deacon Emeritus Henry Thomas Rorie Sr. was born in Wadesboro, N.C. on June 
14th 1931 to Sam and Annie Bennett Rorie. He was the youngest of two sons 
born to the union. Harvey being two years older. Henry's father died when he 
was only two years old, so his mother sought employment in Winston-Salem, 
N.C. at the R. J. Reynolds's Tobacco Company.  

Henry now affectionately known as Tom attended Columbia Heights Primary 
School, Columbia Heights Elementary School and was a graduate of Atkins 
High School. Following graduation, Tom enlisted in the US Marine Corps 
becoming one of the first African Americans to integrate the United States 
Marine Corps, being among the first black troops ever assigned to boot camp at 
Paris Island, South Carolina. After boot camp, he received his first stripe and 
became Private First Class at Cherry Point Base. Upon completion of his 
enlistment, Tom had earned his second stripe and the rank of Corporal. 

He returned home with his wife and three children and attended college at North 
Carolina A&T State University “Aggie Pride.” Working during the day and 
studying at night, he received his Bachelor’s Degree and later obtained his 
Master’s Degree in Industrial Arts. 

Tom was among the first educators in the Winston-Salem/ Forsyth County 
Public School System to lead in the desegregation of the school system. Deacon 
Emeritus Rorie led as the head of the Industrial Arts Department at East Winston 
Junior High, later renamed John F. Kennedy Jr. High School as it opened its 
doors to both black and white students. He was recognized for his outstanding 
leadership as an educator when he was selected by the Winston-Salem/ Forsyth 
County School District to receive an RJ Reynolds's Scholarship to attend Ohio 
State University. He was also honored by being chosen as a staff member for the 
N.C. Governor's School, where he worked on the campus of Old Salem for 
seventeen years. His skills in Industrial Arts included mastery in woodworking, 
electricity metalworking and other sciences. In 1965 he built the showcases in 
the vestibule and the quality of his work is evident in the fact that they are still 
standing today. His handy work can also be seen in the wall of historical pictures 
in the hallway outside the sanctuary that he single-handedly mounted. His 
talents with the church did not end with woodworking, he served tirelessly as 
church clerk for 36 years, member of the Deacon Board for 54 years and 
chairman for 40 years. He began the Jacqueline Rorie Higgins Memorial 
Scholarship Fund in memory of his daughter, Jackie. Deacon Emeritus Rorie 
was a member of Olympic Lodge #795 of the brotherly Prince Hall Masons. 
Earlier he had been a member of King Solomon Consistory #64. Of all his 
accomplishments, Deacon Emeritus Rorie was most thankful for his role as 
husband to his wife, Lorrain and their 55 year marriage, father and grandfather 
to 30+ grand, great grand and great great grandchildren.

Henry Thomas Rorie Sr. departed this life on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. He was 
preceded in death by his wife Lorrain Rousseau Rorie whom he cared for with 
tremendous love and devotion; daughter, Jacqueline Rorie Higgins, son, Aaron 
Tyrone Wellman and brother Harvey Lee Rorie.

He is survived by son, Henry Thomas Rorie Jr. (Pam); daughter, Dr. Ramona 
Griffin-Noble (R.J.); six grandsons, Tremaine Rorie ( Shaketha) whom he 
raised, Sakieo Williams (Jessica), Henry Thomas Rorie III. Brenton Griffin 
(Terica) Blain Meuhead and Blake Noble, five granddaughters, Ashley Dixon 
(Bradley), Tamera Rorie, Lauren Griffin, Charlisa Griffin and Brooke Noble, 
nineteen great grandchildren and two great great grandchildren; brothers and 
sisters in law: Geraldine Rorie, Nettie Dixon, and James Rousseau (Jean) and a 
host of nieces, nephews relatives and friends.

Henry Thomas Rorie Sr.’s life exemplified Love and Commitment to God, 
Family, Church and His Country.

Processional  Clergy and Family 

Family Visitation  

11:00 AM ~ 12:00 PM 

Military Rites 

United States Marine Corps 

Solo     “I’ll Be Alright”    Alberta Williams 

Selection  “Safe in His Arms”      Choir 

 Scripture Readings 

Old Testament  Rev. Dr. Nikita Joel Bailey 

New Testament  Rev. Kenneth Jones 

Prayer of Comfort  Rev. Dr. Hoyt Cooper 

Solo  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”      Patricia Bitting 

Resolutions 

Church      Patricia Baskin 

Community  Jane and Furman Doty 

Community  David Brown

Tribute      Sylvia Gwyn 

Solo  “The Goodness of God”  April Spears

Eulogy      Rev. Dr. Randell Cain, Jr. 

Final Masonic Rites      Prince Hall Masonic Lodge #795 

Recessional “       “I’ll Fly Away”                            Choir 

Interment       Piedmont Memorial Gardens  

3663 Piedmont Memorial Drive 

 Winston-Salem, NC 

Precious Memories Order of Service 


