THE SNOBBISH APPROACH

Luke 17:20-19:27

I. THE DEMANDING ATTITUDE.   Luke 17:20-17:37

    INTRODUCTION. (18:1-8) A Parable of Prayer.

A. The Purpose of the Parable. (18:1) This parable presents consistency in prayer, “that men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” The context concerns the end times, which compare to “the days of Noe” and also “the days of Lot.” However, this instruction applies to every believer, especially those facing persecution. 
B. The Pieces of the Parable. (18:2-5) The parable consists of an unjust judge, “which feared not God, neither regarded man.” Then, there was a widow in need. She said, “Avenge me of mine adversary.” At first the judge refused, but reconsidered. He did not answer her request because he feared God, but rather because of her “continual coming.”
C. The Point of the Parable. (18:6-8) “Hear what the unjust judge saith.” Our Lord is not unjust and he will respond to his own at the proper time. “And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily.” Our Lord Jesus concluded with this question, “when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” The answer is yes, but those who maintain faith will be “a very small remnant.”
II. THE DISDAINFUL ATTITUDE.  Luke 18:9-30

A. The Man Who Disdained the Prayer of a Publican. (18:9-14) 

1. Another Parable of Prayer. (18:9) Our Lord introduced another parable concerning prayer. The purpose was plain, “And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others.”
2. Another Principle of Prayer. (18:10-14) “Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.” The outstanding characteristic of the Pharisee was his righteousness, but it was self-righteousness. The Pharisee stood and boasted of himself as he prayed. He used the word, “I,” five times in one breath. He also foolishly compared himself to other men.  The publican also prayed. Publicans were unscrupulous tax collectors for Rome and they were regarded as traitors. The outstanding characteristic of the publican was his repentance. He stood afar off, refused to look up and smote his breast saying, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” The publican acknowledged that he had no merit and pleaded for mercy. According to our Lord Jesus, the publican’s prayer was answered and the Pharisee’s was not.
Isaiah 65:5, “Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day.”
B. The Men Who Disdained the Challenge of a Child. (18:15-17)

1. The Disciples Understanding. (18:15-16a) Some brought their “infants” to Jesus, but his disciples rebuked them. The disciples sincerely thought this unnecessary and a nuisance to our Lord. However, the Lord Jesus was much displeased (Mark 10:14). He was willing to stop his work for the children.
2. The Believer’s Standing. (18:16b-17) Children illustrate the proper way to approach God. It is with child-like faith and humility. Small children are very aware of their weakness in the presence of adults and they believe their parents. Believers must approach the Heavenly Father with the same attitude.
3. The Lord’s Blessing. (Mark 10:16) The Lord embraced and blessed these children. Let us bring our children to the Lord!
Mark 10:16, “And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.”

C. The Man Who Disdained the Challenge of Discipleship. (18:18-30)  
       
(Compare Matthew 19:16-26 and Mark 10:17-27.)
1. The Situation. (18:19-20) A rich young ruler ran to the Lord Jesus and respectfully asked, “Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus responded, “Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that is, God.” The deity of Jesus Christ is very apparent, because he is God and he is good. Then the Lord said, “but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments” (Matthew 19:17). Consider the setting. This event occurred before the atonement of Jesus Christ was accomplished and the response is the Old Testament answer. Note also the commandments the Lord listed. They compose the Second Table of the Ten Commandments and they address an individual’s actions toward others.

2. The Affirmation. (18:21) The young man was prepared for the Lord’s answer because he knew the commandments and he lived by the commandments. “All these have I kept from my youth up.” Matthew 19:20 includes, “what lack I yet?”
3. The Examination. (18:22-23) However, the rich young ruler was not prepared for the Lord’s response in verse twenty-TWO. Jesus Christ in effect confronted him with the First Table of the Ten Commandments, which address an individual’s relationship with God. The young man had an idol in his life and it was something that he loved more than God. He “he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.” See 1 Timothy 6:10. Note that Jesus Christ loved him in Mark 10:21.
4. The Explanation. (18:24-30) The possession of riches promotes pride and independence. For this reason it is particularly difficult for a rich man to trust God. Consider the warning of 1 Timothy 6:17. Our Lord used a popular proverb of the time - the camel and the eye of the needle. For a camel to go through the eye of a needle is more than a difficulty, it is an impossibility. The disciples asked, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus responded, “for with God all things are possible.”
1 Timothy 6:10, “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”

1 Timothy 6:17, “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;”

III. THE DEROGATORY ATTITUDE.  Luke 18:31-19:27 
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