THE TRIUMPH

Luke 24:1-49


INTRODUCTION: The Tomb. (24:50-56) Joseph of Arimathaea was a member of the Jewish council (22:66) but he did not consent to the arrest of Jesus Christ. Along with Nicodemus (John 19:39), he was a secret disciple. Joseph used his influence to secure our Lord’s body and he placed the body in his own tomb (Matthew 27:60). In the process, Joseph of Arimathaea fulfilled prophecy (Isaiah 53:9). The women who had followed our Lord from Galilee watched and “beheld the sepulchre.” They prepared “spices and ointments” and then waited because of the Sabbath day.

Matthew 27:57, “When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple:”

John 19:38, “And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. 39 And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight.”

Isaiah 53:9, “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.”
I. EVENTS AT THE EMPTY TOMB.  Luke 24:1-12

A. The Vacant Tomb. (24:1-3) On the first day of the week the women were out before dawn boldly approaching the sepulcher with their spices. How would they deal with the soldiers or the sealed tomb? They did not know, but they went by faith. Upon their arrival they found the soldiers absent and the tomb open. When they entered, the tomb was empty. 
B. The Vital Truth. (24:4-8) The women were then startled at the presence of “two young men…in shining garments.” The angels asked, “Why seek ye the living among the dead?” Then they said, “…remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee.” “And they remembered his words.” Our Lord had taught them on numerous occasions about his resurrection. Surely, the angels are amazed at human unbelief.
C. The Verbal Tidings. (24:9-11) The women hurried back to tell the disciples. “And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.” Nothing is more remarkable in this passage than the complete inability of believers to convince even other believers by their own personal testimony. The disciples would also reject the testimony of the two who met the Lord on the Emmaus road (Mark 16:12-13). Later, Thomas would not believe the unanimous testimony of the other ten (John 20:25). No wonder our Lord “upbraided them” when he appeared to them in the upper room (Mark 16:14). The apostles were powerless to witness until after Pentecost (Acts 2).
D. The Visual Test. (24:12) “Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre” where he found it exactly as the women had said. However, Peter was not convinced.
Mark 16:14, “Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.”
II. EVENTS ON THE EMMAUS ROAD.  Luke 24:13-35 
A. Their Blighted Hopes. (24:13-24) Two disciples journeyed out of Jerusalem traveling about seven miles to Emmaus. One was Cleopas (24:18) and the identity of the other is mere conjecture. As they walked, they discussed the previous eventful days. The resurrected Savior joined them, “But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.” He asked them, “What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?” They were amazed that their polite stranger was so uninformed and they recounted the facts concerning the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. They expressed sorrow because they believed Jesus to be the redeemer of Israel, but he had died. However, they also included the news that the sepulcher was empty.
B. Their Burning Hearts. (24:25-27) These disciples had an unbalanced view of the Christ. They were familiar with the many Old Testament prophecies concerning the Second Advent with the conquering Christ, but they missed the scriptures presenting the meek Messiah of the First Advent (Psalm 22, 69, Isaiah 53, and Zechariah 14). The Lord then taught them a balanced view from the Word of God. “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.” What a Bible survey that must have been!
C. Their Blessed Home. (24:28-32) Soon the two disciples arrived at their home and “they constrained him, saying, Abide with us.” “And he went in.” Our Lord will come in when he is invited! As he served them, “he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.” They may have seen him break bread as he fed the multitudes or as he served his disciples in intimate fellowship. This simple act opened their eyes and they knew him. Then he was gone.

D. Their Breathless Haste. (24:33-35) These two disciples immediately went out into the night, traveled back to Jerusalem and told the eleven with others of their meeting with the resurrected Lord. As previously stated, they were not believed (Mark 16:13).
III. EVENTS IN THE UPPER ROOM. Luke 24:36-53

A. Jesus in the Midst. (24:36-49) As the two disciples were speaking Jesus appeared among them. He didn’t knock at the door, he simply appeared. The disciples were frightened, thinking they had seen a spirit. Our Lord convinced them with bodily proof. He showed them his tangible body and he ate a meal. Then he convinced them with Biblical proof. Jesus taught them from “law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms.” “Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures.” Our Lord Jesus then instructed them to wait at Jerusalem for the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.

B. Jesus on the Mount. (24:50-53) The Lord Jesus spent forty days teaching his disciples (Acts 1). Then he took his followers to Olivet, out “as far as Bethany” where he blessed them. “And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.” “They worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” For the next ten days, they were continually in the temple praising God. Ten of the apostles had already received the Holy Ghost (John 20:22). Then, on the day of Pentecost, one hundred and twenty disciples were empowered with the Holy Spirit.
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