REVELATIONS ABOUT GOD THE FATHER
John 16:16-33

INTRODUCTION. This section of John’s Gospel continues our Lord’s conversation with his disciples on their walk, near midnight, from Jerusalem to the Mount of Olives.

I. WONDERFUL WORDS OF LIFE. John 16:16-28

A. A Little While. (16:16-19)

1. What Jesus Declared. (16:16-18) “A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.” Jesus would soon leave his apostles by way of death, only to return by way of resurrection and then to leave again by way of ascension. His disciples did not then comprehend his statement, but they would later receive forty days of instruction between the resurrection and the ascension.
2. What Jesus Discerned. (16:19) Our Lord observed their confusion and he confronted them, “Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said?” The implication is “inquire of me.”
B. A Little Weeping. (16:20-22)

1. A Word of Information. (16:20) “That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice.” Compare Luke 22:62. The event that brings sorrow to believers evokes joy in the world. This demonstrates one of the great contrasts. See Revelation 18:16-20. However, for the believer there is a little weeping and then “sorrow shall be turned into joy.”
2. A Word of Illustration. (16:21-22) A woman in the travail of childbirth suffers sorrow until the child is born. Then the birth results in a great joy that overshadows the previous sorrow. With his resurrection appearances, Jesus turned their sorrow to joy.
Luke 22:62, “And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.”
C. A Little Word. (16:23-24)

1. Whom We Are to Ask. (16:23) “And in that day ye shall ask me nothing.” The apostles had continually asked questions of our Lord and they even desired to ask him questions on this occasion. See verse nineteen. So, Jesus taught them of a not too distant time when they would ask him nothing. However, they would have the presence of the Holy Spirit and he would teach them all things (14:26). Additionally, they would have a mediator in heaven (1 Tim. 2:5) and the authority to approach God’s throne in his name (Heb.4:16). “Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.” 
2. Why We Are to Ask. (16:24) The Lord Jesus had already taught them the concept of praying to God as “Our Father” (Matthew 6:9). Now he taught them to approach the Father in the name of the Son and the result would be great joy. Moreover, anything requested in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ should be consistent with his character.
Matthew 6:9, “After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.”
D. A Little Wait. (16:25-28)

1. Speaking Distinctly about the Father. (16:25) Again our Savior spoke of his coming departure and the advent of the Holy Spirit. He had frequently taught them with “proverbs” or parables, but his Holy Spirit would teach them “plainly of the Father.” The complete doctrine of the New Testament would unfold before them.
2. Speaking Directly to the Father. (16:26-28) With Jesus Christ as the heavenly mediator, the intercession of any man would be unnecessary. There is no office of priest in the New Testament church (Ephesians 4:11). Four statements in verse twenty-eight summarize our Lord’s first advent. “I came forth from the Father (incarnation), and am come into the world (mission): again, I leave the world (resurrection), and go to the Father (ascension).”
II. WARNING WORDS OF LOVE.  John 16:29-33

A. Their Overconfidence Was Revealed. (16:29-30) 

1. His Proverbs. (16:29) The Lord Jesus had addressed the question of the apostles (verses 16-17) to their satisfaction and they felt confident.
2. His Person. (6:30) “Now are we sure that thou knowest all things…” Even with their assurance, there were many things that these apostles did not know.
B. Their Overconfidence Was Rebuked. (16:31-33) 

1. To Be Tested. (16:31-32) Jesus asked, “Do ye now believe?” He did not doubt their commitment, but their understanding. The faith of the apostles was about to be severely tested. Judas was coming. They would be scattered and they would desert the Lord Jesus. He would be alone, but the Father would not desert the Son. The Father would be present with the Son through the arrest, the trial and the scourging. The Son would not be alone until the dreadful moment when even God would forsake him. Then that dark time would pass and the Father would still be there.  Our Lord’s disciples would fail the test of their faith, but he would not cast them aside. See The Acts of the Apostles.
2. To Be Triumphant. (16:33) Every believer who sincerely follows the Lord Jesus Christ will have opposition. Our Lord had continual and severe opposition, but he overcame the world. He also taught his disciples to overcome. Be of good cheer.
Matthew 27:46, “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
2 Corinthians 5:21, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
Habakkuk 1:13, “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?”
Job 5:7, “Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.”
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