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Lynn Drogo, founder and executive director of TAGS (right) with volunteer Holly Hayes, greet guests 
arriving at the Holiday Night Market.
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Young Entrepreneurs Learn on the Job

see KOREMATSU, page 5
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It’s been said that “when 
you support small business, 
you’re supporting a dream,” 
and that saying was evident 
in the turnout of support for 
young entrepreneurs at a 
recent Holiday Night Market 
in San Leandro. 

Teen Advocacy Going 
Strong (TAGS) held the 

The San Leandro Main 
Library announced the opeing 
of “Am I an American or Am 
I Not?” a traveling exhibit 
from the Fred T. Korematsu 
Institute on display starting 
January 6. 

The exhibit was inspired 
by Fred Korematsu’s resis-
tance against the violation of 
his constitutional rights, and it 
examines the mass incarcera-
tion of over 125,000 Japanese 
Americans during World War 
II and invites visitors to reflect 
on historical injustice and its 
relevance today. 

The exhibit was developed 

in partnership with the Korem-
atsu Institute. It emphasizes 
stories of resilience and civic 
engagement, encouraging 
everyone to stand up for equal 
rights.  

In addition to hosting the 
exhibit, the Main Library will 
be holding related programs, 
including:

• Saturday, January 10, at 
2 p.m. – opening reception 
featuring Dr. Karen Korem-
atsu, civil rights advocate and 
daughter of Fred Korematsu

• Tuesday, January 27, 6 to 
7 p.m. – Origami Paper Cranes 

market at Zocalo Coffeehouse 
on Bancroft Avenue on No-
vember 29, which happened 
to be Small Business Saturday.

Founder & Executive Di-
rector of TAGS, Lynn Drogo, 
described the nonprofit’s mis-
sion as Empowering Youth 
Through Creative Expression. 

TAGS held a holiday market to sell their goods. 
PHOTO BY SHIRLEY ORILLE

Due to this year’s early 
rainy season, wild mushrooms 
are popping up in great num-
bers throughout East Bay 
Regional Parks. 

Mushrooms are an eco-
logically important part of 
the parklands and can look 
beautiful—but some of them 
contain dangerous toxins. The 
death cap (Amanita phalloi-
des) and western destroying 

angel (Amanita ocreata) are 
two of the world’s most toxic 
mushrooms, and both can 
be found in Regional Parks 
during the rainy season.

The death cap and western 
destroying angel mushrooms 
contain amatoxins, molecules 
that are deadly to many ani-
mals. Symptoms may not ap-
pear until up to 12 hours after 
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San Leandro Unified 
School District (SLUSD) 
recently announced a mile-
stone in its work to strength-
en mathematics instruction 
through a partnership with 
Silicon Valley Mathematics 
Initiative (SVMI), one of the 
most respected math education 
networks in the nation. 

Now in its third year as a 
districtwide member, SLUSD 
welcomed educators from 
across California for a Lesson 
Study Open House that show-
cased powerful examples of 
student-centered math learn-
ing in action.

This year, Jefferson El-
ementary and Washington 
Elementary were awarded 
competitive SVMI Lesson 
Study Grants, which support 
teams of teachers as they 
co-design lessons, observe 
student learning, and refine 
their instructional practice 
based on how students make 
meaning of mathematics. 

The Open House high-

lighted this work by bringing 
together educators from Lodi, 
San Mateo, San Francisco, 

and SLUSD schools for live 
classroom observations and 
collaborative discussions. 

San Leandro Unified School District educators showcase innovative, student-centered math instruction 
for teachers and leaders from surrounding districts.

The district was honored 
to host SVMI Founder David 
Foster and SVMI Director 
Tracy Sola, along with author 
Catherine Lewis, a leading 
researcher at Mills College 
at Northeastern University 
and co-author of Teaching 
Powerful Problem-Solving 
in Math. 

Lewis is widely recog-
nized for her groundbreaking 
contributions to the devel-
opment and spread of lesson 
study in the United States, 
underscoring the significance 
of the work taking place in 
SLUSD classrooms.

Washington Elementary 
Principal Monica Manriquez 
spoke to the impact of lesson 
study on her school. 

“Studying how students 
make sense of math disrupts 
the idea that only some are 
good at it,” Manriquez said. 
“We see the strengths every 
learner brings. Students are 
explaining their reasoning, 
challenging ideas, and show-
ing real joy in learning. This 

work helps us design les-
sons that tap into those innate 
strengths and build on them.”

Director of Teaching, 
Learning, and Educational 
Equity Doris Castillo said the 
partnership strengthens the 
district’s vision for high-qual-
ity math instruction. 

“SVMI provides the tools, 
training, and collective struc-
tures that help our teachers 
design rich math experiences,” 
Castillo said. “Their support 
helps us create classrooms 
where students are thinking 
deeply, solving meaningful 
problems, and growing more 
confident in their math abil-
ities.

SLUSD’s work with SVMI 
is a key part of Goal 1 of the 
district’s Strategic Action 
Plan, which prioritizes deep 
learning and real-world read-
iness through strong math 
instruction. 

For more information 
about the SLUSD Strate-
gic Action plan, visit www.
slusd.us.

PHOTO COURTESY SLUSD
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Lego Winter Display
A Lego winter display is open to the public until January 

10 at the Bay Area Family Church, 2305 Washington Ave. 
in San Leandro. The 5-by-17-foot display will be open 
only on Saturdays and Sundays from 1  to  4 p.m. The 
LEGO Group of companies does not sponsor, authorize or 
endorse this event.

Senior 
Book Club

Join a book club that offers adults 50+ a welcoming 
space to explore the joys, challenges, and wisdom that come 
with growing older through insightful literature and mean-
ingful conversation. The club meets on the first Monday of 
the month from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at the San Leandro Senior 
Community Center, 13909 East 14th St. Each gathering 
invites reflection, connection, and celebration of the aging 
journey in all its complexity. 

Friends of San Leandro Library
DVD Sale

The Friends of the San Leandro Library will host a DVD 
sale on Saturday, Jan. 24, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the San 
Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. DVDs are a 
dollar per disc. Buy three discs, and get two more for free. 
All proceeds benefit the San Leandro Library’s programs 
and services. Credit cards accepted. 

Origami Paper Cranes Program
Come to the Origami Paper Cranes program with origa-

mi artist Linda Mihara on Tuesday, Jan. 27, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. The 
program is part of the library’s exhibit – “Am I an American 
or Am I Not? – inspired by Fred Korematsu’s resistance 
against the violation of his constitutional rights. The exhibit 
examines the mass incarceration of over 125,000 Japanese 
Americans during WWII and invites visitors to reflect on 
historical injustice and its relevance today. 

Homework Center at San Leandro 
Public Library’s Manor Branch

Need help with your homework? Come to the Home-
work Center at the Manor Branch Library 1241 Manor Blvd, 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5 p.m. This is 
for students in grades 1 through 5. Registration needed: 
www.sanleandro.org.

Lose Weight by 
Joining TOPS

Resolved to lose weight in 2026? Join TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start your 
weight loss journey. TOPS is a non profit weight loss sup-
port group.  We meet on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. (doors open at 
8:45 a.m.) at the United Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria 
Street in Castro Valley. For more info contact Linda Brooks 
@ 510-461-3894. Join us for fellowship and support. What 
do you have to lose?

Diabetes 
Support Group

The Diabetes Support Group is open whether you 
have been recently diagnosed or living with diabetes for 
many years. This support group can help you manage your 
condition. Share your experience or learn from others in 
a supportive setting. Everyone aged 50+ is welcome. The 
support group meets the third Tuesday of every month from 
10 a.m. to noon at the San Leandro Senior Community 
Center, 13909 East 14th St.

Mindfulness 
Matters

Calm your stress with this free drop-in relaxation prac-
tice the first Thursday evening of the month from 6 to 7 
p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. 
The next session will be on Dec. 4. Use meditation, gentle 
stretches, breathwork, poetry, and journaling to find balance 
in life’s stresses. Ages 18+, all abilities. Call 510-577-3971 
to reserve a spot, or just drop in.

Community Calendar

Live Well, Be Well 
Health Education 
Classes

The City of San Leandro’s 
Human Services Department, 
in collaboration with City 
Serve of the Tri-Valley, is 
hosting seven free health Edu-
cation classes on Wednesdays 
through Jan. 14, from 2 to 3:30 
p.m. at the San Leandro Senior 
Community Center, 13909 

The Support Group for 
Tobacco Recovery meets 
on Thursdays from 5:15 to 
6:30 p.m. in the Sequoia 
Conference Room, 1100 San 
Leandro Blvd., one block 
from the San Leandro BART 
Station. No prerequisites, no 

prior experience, no require-
ments. 

Discussion topics include 
your relationship with to-
bacco, self-care and stress 
relief, medicines that can 
help, wellness and recovery, 
and the new you. 

Tobacco Recovery Support 
Group Meets on Thursdays 

The City of San Leandro 
reminds residents they can 
help keep gutters clear and 
storm drains flowing. 

As the leaves come down, 
city street sweeping crews 
are working in high gear. 
A little help from the com-
munity goes a long way 
in preventing flooding and 
keeping neighborhoods safe 
and clean.

Here’s how you can help:
Br ing  t r a sh  cans  in 

promptly after pickup so street 

Help Keep Gutters Clear and Storm Drains Flowing
sweepers can reach the curb

Move parked cars on street 
sweeping days to improve leaf 
removal

Keep leaves out of the 
street—please bag or com-
post them instead of raking or 
blowing them onto the street 
and near storm drains.

Even small piles of leaves 
can block rainwater, causing 
backups that impact the entire 
block. The more leaves city 
crews can collect, the better 
storm drains work during 

winter storms.
Together, we can keep 

San Leandro moving—rain 
or shine.

East 14th St. 
Topics include Good Food, 

Good Mood, Refresh & Re-
charge, the Balance Within, 
and more. Register online at 
www.sanleandrorec.org  or 
call customer service at 510-
577-7990. Use code 25809 to 
register.

A photo exhibit of barns 
in the East Bay is on display 
through Feb. 7 at the Hayward 
Area Historical Society Mu-
seum at 22380 Foothill Blvd. 
in Hayward. The museum is 
open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Thursdays, Fridays, and 

Barns of the East 
Bay Photo Exhibit
At Hayward Museum

Saturdays. 
“Barns of the East Bay: 

From Hay Day to Fading 
Away” is a series of photo-
graphs by local photographer 
Patty Burton that documents 
the area’s backroads and their 
agricultural history.

Come to a documentary film screening and discussion with 
Will Kaku, board member of the Japanese American Museum 
of San Jose, and Yuriko Gamo Romer, director/producer of 
Baseball Behind Barbed Wire on Saturday, Jan. 31, from 1 to 
3 p.m.  at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. 

The program is part of the library’s exhibit – “Am I an 
American or Am I Not? – inspired by Fred Korematsu’s resis-
tance against the violation of his constitutional rights. 

The exhibit examines the mass incarceration of over 
125,000 Japanese Americans during WWII and invites visitors 
to reflect on historical injustice and its relevance today.

A reception featuring Dr. 
Karen Korematsu, civil rights 
advocate and daughter of Fred 
Korematsu will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 10, at 2 p.m. at 
the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave. 

The program is part of 
the library’s exhibit – “Am I 
an American or Am I Not? – 

inspired by Fred Korematsu’s 
resistance against the violation 
of his constitutional rights. 

The exhibit examines the 
mass incarceration of over 
125,000 Japanese Americans 
during WWII and invites 
visitors to reflect on historical 
injustice and its relevance 
today. 

Karen Korematsu to 
Speak on January 10

Documentary Film 
Screening and Discussion

• Free private tutors and free classes for adults
• Visit sanleandro.org/literacy or call 510-577-3944    

Free help with reading and English!

PROJECT LITERACYPROJECT LITERACY
Adult Literacy & ESL Program

San Leandro Public Library

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 

The Entire line of
Garden of Life

Products

HOROSCOPE  by Salomé © 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19): Careful, Lamb. Don’t let your generous nature 
lead to some serious overspending. Meanwhile, your social life kicks off into high gear 
by the week’s end.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): A positive attitude helps you weather 
annoying but unavoidable changes in plans. Aspects favor new friendships and 
reinforcement of existing relationships.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20): The demands on your energy levels could 
be much higher than usual as you get back into routines after the holiday. Be sure to 
pace yourself. Friends and family will be happy to help.

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Don’t allow a suddenly icy reaction from a 
friend or family member to continue without learning what caused it -- and what can 
be done to restore this once warm and caring relationship.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): A relationship seems to be unraveling, mostly 
from a lack of attention. It might be a good idea to ease up on whatever else 
you’re doing so that you can spend more time working to mend it.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): New facts emerge that not only help explain 
the recent rift with a trusted colleague but might also provide a chance to wipe the slate 
clean and make a fresh start in your friendship.
LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22):  A family member’s personal situation 
is, fortunately, resolved in time for you to get back into your hectic round of holiday 
preparations. An old friend might bring a new friend into your life.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21):  Pace yourself in meeting 
workplace pressures and demands to avoid winding up with a frayed temper and 
a Scorpian stinger that lashes out at puzzled kith, kin and colleagues.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): A financial matter requires close 
attention. Also, news from a trusted source provides the means to help sort 
out a long-standing state of confusion and put it into perspective.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): This is a good time to reinforce family 
ties. Make it a priority to assess and resolve all outstanding problems. Start the 
new year with a full measure of love. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18):  Don’t be pressured into a so-called 
solid-gold investment. Wait until all the holiday distractions are officially over. 
Then take a harder look at it. You might find that the “gold” is starting to flake off.
PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20): A former friend might be trying to heal the 
breach between you by using a mutual friend as an intermediary. Best advice: 
Keep an open mind despite any lingering bad feelings.
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RECENT HOME SALES
  

2500 Miramar Avenue #104 94546: $460,000 [2 BD - 1,133 SF - 1982 
2652 Miramar Avenue 94546: $575,000 [2 BD - 818 SF - 1941 
5361 San Simeon Place 94552: $700,000 [2 BD - 1,334 SF - 1981 
16545 Hannah Drive 94578: $815,000 [4 BD - 1,960 SF - 1941 
3780 Somerset Avenue 94546: $940,000 [2 BD - 1,195 SF - 1937 
20101 Catalina Drive 94546: $1,131,000 [5 BD - 2,154 SF - 1962 
17910 Joseph Drive 94546: $1,198,000 [3 BD - 1,974 SF - 1968 
19028 Clemans Drive 94546: $1,248,000 [4 BD - 1,974 SF - 1952 
5320 Nash Way 94546: $1,264,000 [3 BD - 1,655 SF - 1958 
6703 Crow Canyon Road 94552: $1,710,000 [3 BD - 1,838 SF - 1946
TOTAL SALES:	 10	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	      $460,000    MEDIAN AMOUNT:       $1,035,500
HIGHEST AMOUNT:    $1,710,000    AVERAGE AMOUNT:   $1,004,100 
SAN LEANDRO ————————-------     
1610 Regent Drive 94577: $450,000 [3 BD - 2,054 SF - 1969 
1215 Lillian Avenue 94578: $550,000 [3 BD - 1,581 SF - 1947 
1390 Lake Chabot Road 94577: $680,000 [2 BD - 965 SF - 1960 
1995 149th Avenue 94578: $705,000 [2 BD - 1,174 SF - 1966 
1456 Timothy Drive 94577: $710,000 [3 BD - 1,015 SF - 1944 
1508 141st Avenue 94578: $780,000 [3 BD - 1,107 SF - 1942 
16230 Calypso Court 94578: $835,000 [3 BD - 1,382 SF - 1994 
1063 Bodmin Avenue 94579: $838,000 [3 BD - 1,808 SF - 1950 
1614 139th Avenue 94578: $875,000 [2 BD - 995 SF - 1947 
15032 Fleming Street 94579: $935,000 [3 BD - 1,381 SF - 1948 
15149 Norton Street 94579: $970,000 [3 BD - 1,918 SF - 1948 
918 Estudillo Avenue 94577: $1,025,000 [3 BD - 1,906 SF - 1938 
851 Estudillo Avenue 94577: $1,325,000 [4 BD - 2,152 SF - 1924
TOTAL SALES:	 13	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	        $450,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:      $835,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:      $1,325,000   AVERAGE AMOUNT:   $821,384
SAN LORENZO  ————————-------
17069 Via Chiquita 94580: $609,000 [2 BD - 840 SF - 1950 
1844 Via Natal 94580: $624,000 [3 BD - 1,196 SF - 1955 
15967 Paseo Del Campo 94580: $680,000 [3 BD - 986 SF - 1944 
1338 Via La Paloma 94580: $935,000 [4 BD - 1,414 SF - 1955 
TOTAL SALES:		  4
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	       $609,000   MEDIAN AMOUNT:           $652,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:       $935,000   AVERAGE AMOUNT :       $712,000

HAYWARD ————————-------     
2437 Sebastopol Lane #4 94542: $465,000 [2 BD - 1,132 SF - 1984 
444 Schafer Road #2 94544: $500,000 [2 BD - 1,044 SF - 1980 
2772 Cryer Street 94545: $518,000 [3 BD - 1,613 SF - 1958 
720 Grand Terrace 94541: $637,000 [2 BD - 1,170 SF - 2003 
25561 University Court 94542: $695,000 [2 BD - 955 SF - 1948 
466 Lupine Way 94541: $715,000 [2 BD - 843 SF - 1949 
22636 Byron Street 94541: $730,000 [2 BD - 1,286 SF - 1946 
24626 Willimet Way 94544: $735,000 [3 BD - 1,246 SF - 1956 

Castro Valley —————————

By Buzz Bertolero
The Dirt Gardener

Your Christmas Cactus
 Can Be Transplanted Now

I want to trans-
plant my blooming 
Christmas Cactus 

into another pot, but I’m 
nervous to touch it. When 
is the best time to move a 
blooming plant to another 
pot without shocking it? 
Also, what’s the difference 
between the Christmas and 
Thanksgiving cactus?

It’s okay to trans-
plant a Christmas 
Cactus and most 

other plants while they are 
in bloom. In fact, this is 
the optimal time for ever-
greens since they are tech-
nically dormant, meaning 
they are not actively 
growing. There’s no need 
to wait until it finishes 
flowering. Transplanting 
now doesn’t put the plant 
at risk, but you should be 
careful not to damage the 
flowers.Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Cactus, along 
with Cyclamen, offer 
colorful red-and-white 
alternatives to Poinsettias 
during the holiday season. 

Q

A

They are less sensitive 
to warm rooms, so their 
foliage doesn’t discolor as 
quickly as Poinsettias, and 
they enjoy a long bloom-
ing period. Thanksgiving 
and Christmas cacti are 
native to the tropical for-
ests of Brazil and have a 
similar appearance, though 
they bloom at slightly 
different times. Thanksgiv-
ing Cactus should bloom 
between late October 
and late November, and 
Christmas Cacti between 
late November and late 
January. Most holiday 
cacti sold in the U.S. today 
are Thanksgiving cacti, not 
Christmas cacti, since they 
grow faster, ship better, 
and bloom earlier. Thanks-
giving/Christmas: Cactus 
(Schlumbergera truncata), 
also known as the Zy-
gocactus or crab cactus, 
gets its name from its lush 
green leaves with pointed 
“teeth” or claw-like edges. 
Christmas cactus has 
smoother-edged leaves. 
The third member of this 
group is Easter Cactus 
(Rhipsalidopsis gaertneri). 
Easter cactus is the most 
sensitive to care lapses, 
which is likely why it’s the 
least common. However, 
holiday cacti are generally 
low-maintenance and not 
difficult to care for.

I‘ve started a 
compost pile, but I 
am having trouble 

making it hot enough for 
it to decompose fully. How 
can I make my compost 
pile hotter?

A There are two 
main types of com-
post piles: active 

and passive. Compost 
created by generating heat 
is called an active compost 
pile, while the passive 
compost forms over time. 
Heat is generated by 
turning the material often. 
Also, a proper balance of 
green and brown materials 
is needed. A fifty-fifty ratio 
is recommended. Grass 
clippings, garden trim-
mings, and kitchen waste 
are mainly used for the 
green component, 

while dry leaves make 
up the brown. Shredded 
newspapers, cardboard 
strips, or straw are accept-
able substitutes. It’s also 
good to bag falling leaves 
and store them for next 
year. The green and brown 
layers are alternated to 
build the pile. The key to 
generating heat is turning 
the pile regularly. This 
involves flipping the pile 
so the bottom becomes the 
top and vice versa. When 
done correctly, this creates 
enough heat to produce 
ideal compost.

Buzz Bertolero is an 
Advanced California 
Certified Nursery Profes-
sional.  The Dirt Garden-
er’s website can be found 
at www.dirtgardener.com, 
and  any questions can be 
directed to buzz@dirtgar-
demer.com. Additionally, 
please modify your spam 
filter to ensure my reply is 
received.

Q
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San Leandro Players will 
hold auditions for its spring 
2026 production of The Odd 
Couple (Female Version) 
by Neil Simon, directed by 

Dana Fry.
Auditions will be held at 7 

p.m. on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Jan. 6 and Jan. 7,  at the 
San Leandro Museum/Audito-

San Leandro Players to Hold Auditions for 
The  Odd Couple (Female Version)

Students Invited to 
Join MLK Oratory Fest

San Leandro students are 
invited share their original or 
well-known essays, speeches, 
and poems inspired by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The San Leandro Recre-
ation and Parks Department 
is now accepting student en-
tries for the 2026 Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Oratorical 
Festival and Poetry Slam—an 
inspiring annual celebration of 
Dr. King’s legacy of peace, 
equality, and social justice. 

The oratorical festival 
will take place on Saturday, 
Jan. 17, at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Marina Community Center, 
15301 Wicks Blvd. 

The event invites San 
Leandro students to step into 
the spotlight and share their 
voices through original or 
well-known essays, speech-
es, and poems inspired by 
Dr. King’s powerful mes-
sage. Students in grades 3 
through 12 will have the 
chance to compete for gift 
card prizes in their grade 
category. 

Whether you’re passionate 

about justice, moved by Dr. 
King’s words, or simply ready 
to express yourself, you’re in-
vited to enter. Lift your voice, 
speak your truth, and inspire 
your community.

To enter, students must 
submit an entry form with a 
brief description of the piece 
they plan to perform. 

The deadline for entries is 
Monday, Jan. 12, or until 25 
entries are received—which-
ever comes first. Spots fill 

quickly, so submit your form 
early.

While only students may 
perform, the event is free and 
open to the entire community. 
Come cheer on local youth, 
celebrate our diversity, and 
honor Dr. King’s enduring 
message of hope, unity, and 
social change. 

To submit an entry form, 
visit sanleandro.org/mlk or 
contact youth@sanleandro.
org. 

rium, 320 West Estudillo Ave. 
in San Leandro. 

Contact Dana Fry at  da-
nabegood@yahoo.com  for 
more information. Non-AEA, 
no pay; all ethnicities and ages 
encouraged.  

Rehearsals will run from 
Jan. 12 through Feb. 26, Mon-
day through Thursday, from 7 
to 9 p.m., plus a Feb. 28 dress 
rehearsal.

Performances will run 
from Feb. 28 through March 
29 on Saturdays and Sundays 
with two Friday performances. 

The Odd Couple (Female 
Version) centers around Olive 
Madison and Florence Unger, 
divorced women who become 
roommates.   The play opens 
with Olive hosting a game 
night for friends in Olive’s 
messy apartment when Flor-
ence arrives, freshly separated 
from her husband.  

The comedic tension 
arises from their contrasting 
personalities. Olive is laid-
back and disorganized, while 
Florence is uptight and metic-
ulous. As they navigate their 
differences, the play explores 
the themes of friendship, com-
patibility and the challenges 
of cohabitation.

For more information visit 
the San Leandro Players web-
site, www.slplayers.org.

Korematsu: Civil rights icon  
continued from front page

Fred T. Korematsu
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE FAMILY OF FRED T. KOREMATSU 

Students are invited to share their oratory skills in 
the tradition of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

program with origami artist, Linda Mihara
• Saturday, Jan. 31, from 1 to 3 p.m. – Doc-

umentary film screening and discussion with 
Will Kaku, board member of the Japanese 
American Museum of San Jose, and Yuriko 
Gamo Romer, director/producer of Baseball 
Behind Barbed Wire

These events are free and open to the 
public. Find the times and program details on 
the Library’s website at sanleandrolibrary.org

“Fred Korematsu is a civil rights icon who 
was also a San Leandro community mem-
ber,” says Brian Simons, Library Director. 
“This exhibit offers an opportunity to learn 
more about his courageous stand against the 
United States in the Supreme Court as well 
as ongoing themes of civic participation and 
equal rights. The related programming will 
help extend the learning opportunities for 
those who want more.”

The exhibit will be on display at the San 
Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave, from 
Tuesday, Jan. 6, through Saturday, Feb. 28.   

“Am I An American or Am I Not?” was 
developed by the Fred T. Korematsu Institute, 
Exhibit Envoy, and AGH Arts Strategies. This 
project was funded, in part, by a grant from 
the U.S. Department of the Interior, National 
Park Service Japanese American Confinement 

Sites Grant Program, as well as grants from 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC, 
and the JA Community Foundation. The views 
and conclusions contained in this document 
are those are those of the authors and should 
not be interpreted as representing the opinions 
or policies of the U.S. Government.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1555, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

BISTRO/KARAOKE

ZENTI BISTRO. KARAOKE with 
Host Fresh Kymm Every Tuesday 
6:30pm-9:00pm. *Ask about a FREE  
drink  with  purchase.  510-856-8541.
www.Zenti-Bistro.com  San Leandro

CATERING
HONEY BROWNS CATERING & 
MEAL PREP. Cooking with Love. 
Theron & Yetta Brown 510-606-8063. 
honeybrowns4you@gmail.com

CONCRETE SERVICE
*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio,
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete,
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1054154. Milo  
510-502-9336.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

FENCES/DECKS

*SPECIALIZING IN WOOD FEN-
CES, DECKS & RETAINING
WALLS. Replace or repair paved
walkways, yard cleaning, tree work,
brush removal (fire prevention... don’t
get insurance cancelled). Insured &
Bonded #8189. Jerry 510-410-2427.

FLORIST

LUCY’S CREATIONS - Voted San 
Leandro’s Top Florist. Flowers for all 
occasions. Local delivery available.

Lucyscreationsforyou.com

GARDENING

GARDENING     MAINTENANCE, 
Cleanups, Tree Work, Pruning, Pow-
erWashing and all Handyman Serv-
ice.  Call  Cruz  510-798-0682.

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

GGARDENINGARDENING/T/TREEREE SSERVICEERVICE

NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing, trees, cleanup, haul-
ing, FREE  estimates. 510 512-5857.

GUTTER CLEANING
GUTTER WORKS Cleaning and Re-
pairs. Residential/ Commercial. Rea-
sonable Rates. FREE Estimates. 
925-575-4488.

GutterWorks025@gmail.com

GIVEAWAYS

FREE - Piano Hammond Upright 
Grand 54” High 61” Wide 28” Deep. 
Good Condition-Beautiful Wood 
Bench Included. Call Kathleen 510-
919-5631.

HANDYMAN SERVICE
HANDYMAN 15 years experience. 
Senior discounts, all phases repairs. 
Carlos 510-589-8927.

HAULING SERVICE
HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558
CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 12 Noon.

GARDENING

IF YOUR GARAGE SALE IS
RAINED OUT, WE'LL RUN
YOUR AD AGAIN FOR NO
EXTRA CHARGE.  SLTimes

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558
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HOUSE CLEANING
JUST LIKE GRAMMAS CLEAN-
ING!! Detail Cleaner with over 20-
years experience. 30-Days Airbnb 
Special $29 an hour. Fatimah 510-
978-6803.

MISC. FOR SALE
Painting Equipment for Sale: Scaf-
folding, ladders, planks, pressure 
washer & more. Must sell immediate-
ly! Negotiable. Call Scott 510-919-
7903.

56” (like new) ceiling fan $50, 2 Adir-
ondack chairs $25 each. 510-828-
2452.

You can place a FREE
“MISC. FOR SALE” ad

for items $50 or less
at: sanleandrotimes.com  

or at: castrovalleyforum.com 
or more info call Patrick Mon-Fri. 

9am-1pm at 510-614-1560
(some restrictions may apply)

POWER WASHING

PRESSURE WASHING SPECIALS: 
Business Awnings, Sidewalks, House 
Exteriors. Gutter Cleaning & Repairs, 
Window Washing, etc. Call Martin, 
The Crown Gutter Service 510-384-
8041.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

*SCOTT HARRISON DRE#00966212 
Sunshine Realty  510-388-4536

KEITH MURRAY DRE#01245452
Reliance Realty Group 510-582-5540

H
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

RESTAURANTS

Café Sorriso - FREE Coffee or Iced 
Tea with meal purchase (offer 
expires 1-10-26). 1501 Washington 
Ave.,  San Leandro.  510-351-3605.

SERVICES

HANDYMAN & CONTRACTORS 
You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS
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TAGS: Young people curate their own sustainable fashions to sell
continued from front page

Warning: Can be lethal to humans 
continued from front page

The Hearing Loss Associ-
ation East Bay will meet on 
Saturday, Jan. 10, at Kaiser 
Permanente, Fabiola Build-
ing, 3801 Howe St, Basement 
Conference Room G-26, in 
Oakland. Refreshments at 
9:30 a.m., presentation at 10 
a.m., pizza at 11:30 a.m.

The meet ing is  both 
in-person and on Zoom. For 
Zoom, register at: www.Hear-
ingLossEB.org. RSVP by: 
Thursday, Jan. 8, at 5 p.m.

The speaker will be Brooke 
Barry, a researcher in the 
Sound and Music Perception 
Lab of Dr. Jiam of UCSF. She 

Hearing Loss Association to Meet on Jan. 10
will break down the current 
understanding of music per-
ception in cochlear implant us-
ers, how it differs from speech 
perception, and why those 
differences matter for both 
research and rehabilitation. 
Brooke Barry received a B.S 
in physiological science and 

a B.A in music performance 
from UCLA. Her research on 
music perception in cochle-
ar implants, combines her 
passion for music and music 
theory with her knowledge of 
anatomy and the ear.  Bryan Mendez (right) assists customer Marisela Castro.

PHOTO BY SHIRLEY ORILLE

The park district warns about the Death Cap mushroom and Western Destroying Angel.
PHOTO BY SHIRLEY ORILLE

“We serve teens and young 
adults ages 13-24 through 
our programs: Job Program, 
Volunteer Program, Creative 
Workshops,  Community 
Events and Entrepreneur Pro-
gram,” Drogo said. 

TAGS’ Entrepreneur Pro-
gram includes the makers 
(youth who make handmade 
items, including jewelry, cro-
cheted items, art, keychains, 
etc.) and sellers (youth who 
curate their own sustainable 
fashions to sell). 

There were several mak-

ers and sellers at the holiday 
market, along with two racks 
of TAGS sustainable fash-
ions from their thrift store at 
1711 East 14th Street in San 
Leandro.

Drogo also said that teens 
and young adults often join 
their team as volunteers. And 
depending on their interest, 
they have opportunities to lead 
TAGS’ creative workshops as 
instructors, or join one of their 
other programs, such as the 
Entrepreneur Program. 

For example, 20-year-old 
Maker, Bryan Mendez, who 

was in the TAGS Holiday 
Night Market, first came to 
TAGS as a 16-year-old in one 
of the free monthly Creative 
Workshops. 

Seeing his talent, he was 
invited to lead a workshop and 
shortly after, Bryan joined the 
Job Program. 

“We developed our Makers 
Program in 2022, and Bryan 
was our first maker,” Drogo 
said. “Bryan continues to be 
part of our Entrepreneur Pro-
gram. Today he is selling his 
handmade jewelry, keychains 
and art.”

Stacee Iravedra, a 22-year-
old Seller at the TAGS Holi-
day Night Market started as a 
staff member and then became 
the Store Manager. 

In 2023, she helped TAGS 
develop the Sellers Market 
and was their first seller. Sta-
cee continues to be part of 
their Entrepreneur Program 
today, selling her curated 
fashions.

With a welcoming café 
venue for the Holiday Night 
Market, creative young entre-
preneurs, local holiday shop-
ping, and community spirit. 

consumption, beginning as 
severe gastrointestinal distress 
and progressing to liver and 
kidney failure if treatment is 
not sought immediately.

Both of these mushrooms 
can be lethal to humans and 
pets if consumed. Pet owners 
should contact a veterinarian 
immediately if they suspect 
their pet may have eaten a tox-
ic mushroom. They are mainly 
associated with oak trees and 
can be found growing any-
where oak roots are present. 

Collecting any mushrooms 
in East Bay Regional Parks is 
not allowed.

While the death cap and 
western destroying angel 
mushrooms are responsible 
for most cases of mushroom 
poisonings in California, 
deadly toxins can also be 
found in Galerina and Lepiota 
mushroom species, which also 
occur in the Bay Area.

The best way to stay safe is 
to ensure that no mushrooms 
are consumed by humans 
or pets. As an added safety 

measure, learn to recognize 
poisonous mushroom species 
when encountering them in 
Regional Parks.

The death cap is a medium 
to large mushroom that typi-
cally has a greenish-gray cap, 
white gills, a white ring around 
the stem, and a large white sac 
at the base of the stem. 

Although the death cap is 
mainly associated with oak 
trees, it has been found grow-
ing with other hardwoods. It 
was accidentally introduced 
to North America on the roots 
of European cork oaks and 
is now slowly colonizing the 
West Coast. The death cap is 
not native to California.

The western destroying 
angel is a medium to large 
mushroom that usually has a 
creamy white cap, white gills, 
a white ring around the stem 
that can disappear with age, 
and a thin white sac at the 
base. It fruits from late winter 
into spring. It is associated 
exclusively with oaks.
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this season

15% OFF + 10%
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Deer Creek Funeral Service
Cremation Services

Castro Valley Office
Please call (510) 317-7890

Jayspencer29@yahoo.com
FD1505 fdr651
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