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Filmmaker Isaac Woofter, a San Leandro High School graduate now working in New York, at a recent 
film festival where he showed his debut film, “Bound.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISAAC WOOFTER 
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San Leandro-bred actor, writer and 
now film director Isaac Hirotsu Woofter 
had to head east to establish himself in 
film and theater. 

But he hopes many people here will 
get to see his very first feature film, 
“Bound,” which is now gathering strong 
critical acclaim while making the rounds 

By Mike McGuire
San Leandro Times

What is San Leandro's 
unique economic position 
and what are the city's unique 
assets? That’s the question 
being debated as part of the 
city’s Economic Development 
Strategy, which is expected to 
be approved later this year.

City Economic Develop-
ment Manager Katie Bow-
man presented a plan on San 

Leandro’s economic vision, 
goals and strategies, and the 
project's schedule at a special 
meeting of the City Council 
on July 8. 

“This will act as a roadmap 
so that the city can provide re-
sources with the ultimate goal 
of providing amenities for 
new and existing businesses,” 
Bowman said.

San Leandro has an op-
portunity to attract innova-

By Michael Singer
San Leandro Times

Council Looks at City’s Economic Plan

of film festivals.
Woofter is hoping a national dis-

tribution deal follows, as it sometimes 
does when a film wows audiences at 
major film festivals. In the case of 
“Bound,” the film impressed people at 
both the Los Angeles and New York 
Dances With Films Festival.

Those are major events for the 
makers of independent films, those 

produced without major studio backing. 
In New York “Bound” was the only 
film to screen twice, and sold out both 
showings.

Next on the schedule is the Brecken-
ridge Film Festival in Colorado, a nice 
festival to be in, Wooster says. It’s not 
on the same commercial level, though, 
as an upcoming Los Angeles-area 

see MOVIE, page 12

The San Leandro Histor-
ical Society is kicking off a 
drive to restore and reopen 
the historic Casa Peralta, 
which has been closed since 
Christmas 2018.

“Public support is crucial 
not only for fundraising but 
also for urging the City of San 
Leandro to prioritize this proj-
ect,” said Arthur Johnson, his-

torical society vice president. 
“Casa Peralta needs more 
than just basic maintenance, 
it requires a comprehensive 
renovation, including a new 
foundation and roof, among 
other critical repairs.” 

If left in its current state, 
the building may deteriorate 
further, becoming unsafe and 

By Mike McGuire
San Leandro Times

If someone in San Leandro 
calls 9-1-1 for help with a 
mental health crisis later this 
year, they may just get an 
EMT, a nurse practitioner, and 
a mental health professional 
sent to the scene, instead of 
a police officer or firefighter.

The Alameda County Fire 
Department (ACFD) and San 
Leandro are gearing up to 
launch an 18-month pilot 
program called the Alterna-
tive Response Unit (ARU) in 
late 2024 or early 2025. San 
Leandro would join Hayward, 

Pleasanton, and San Ramon as 
cities with these types of pilot 
programs.

The goal is to reduce the 
number of police responses to 
9-1-1 calls for individuals with 
non-violent mental health and 
substance abuse needs who 
would otherwise be placed on 
a psychiatric hold.

When a 9-1-1 call comes 
in, dispatchers would de-
termine whether the ARU 
team would be the appropri-
ate service. For example, the 

By Michael Singer
San Leandro Times

tion-based industries (e.g., 
food tech, clean tech, robotics, 
biomedical) and to retain ex-
isting businesses with growth 
potential (e.g., health care, 
construction, retail, manufac-
turing). But there is a need for 
upgraded infrastructure and 
modern industrial buildings 
with flexible floorplans and 
functions.

“We have a history in San 
Leandro that we make things,” 

Mayor Juan González told the 
Times. “I think part of what we 
are doing is recognizing the 
importance of adding things 
that are of higher value. Our 
strategic focus needs to be on 
those higher-value items that 
are associated with higher 
wages, which is good for the 
local economy.”

Development challenges 
include construction costs, 
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School Improvements Underway this Summer
The San Leandro Unified 

School District (SLUSD) 
pointed out a series of im-
provement projects underway 
at schools this summer. 

The school district said the 
projects close out the Measure 
N initiatives, as it prepares to 
launch the Measure J improve-
ments. The projects underway 
help provide a safe, modern 
inspiring spaces for students, 

staff and the community, the 
district said in an announce-
ment last week. 

Key Projects Include:
• Fresh exterior and in-

terior painting at Garfield, 
Halkin, Jefferson, Madison, 
Roosevelt, and Washington 
Elementary Schools, Ban-
croft and John Muir Middle 
Schools, and the San Leandro 

Adult and Career Educa-
tion Center.

•  R o o f i n g  r e p l a c e -
ment to ensure a safe and 
weather-resistant facili-
ty at McKinley, Monroe, 
and Roosevelt Elementary 
Schools and Bancroft Mid-

dle School.
• Resurfacing of play-

ground structures to provide 
students with safe and enjoy-
able play areas at all elemen-
tary schools.

• Installation of new floor-
see IMPROVEMENTS, page 3

The playgrounds are being resurfaced at the schools, including Roosevelt.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF SAN LEANDRO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Painting us underway at Garfield and other schools.
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 1881 Astor Drive-Directions: Lake Chabot Rd. is Open. Use View Drive or 
Fairmont to Lake Chabot Rd. to Club @ Astor Dr. during construction. 

See website BOVSWIM.COM  FOR ALL OUR CLASSES AND FEATURES.

*Previous members of 12 months or less are not eligible for this promo. Not to be combined with any other offers.

All Club features are included in your monthly dues. Except Babysitting, 
Swim lessons, Massage and Personal Training

COMMIT YOUR FAMILY 
TO BE FIT!

8 NEW CHAMPIONSHIP PICKLEBALL COURTS

W/40 classes per month of other 
group exercise classes

Indoors 
& outdoors gym 

Yoga w/7 classes a week

Monthly Dues
Families = $299 

Monthly Dues  
Singles = $265

FREE MONTH
w/Annual Dues, Pay for 11mo. get 12mo. FREE

Offer exp 8/31/2024

When you join early
 and pay for your 1st 

month dues 

       
      AUGUST FREE      

 One Time Initiation Fee (August Only) 
$1500 Family now $700 Save $800
$800 Single  now $500 Save $300  

2 Free Lockers 1 for each Spouse 
Free lockers are 

$144/$288 value for 1 year.
Only as  AVAILABLE at sign up

Swim Lessons Available for Members Only
    Babysitting Available

Babysitting  
August 1st-$3/hr. 

Robert Jones   Associates

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 510 -357-0120
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

 and

— Matt Jones & Bob Jones

For All Your 
Real Estate Needs

We Are 
Here For You
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San Leandro Players Present Waiting in the Wings
The San Leandro Players presents Noel Coward’s 

Waiting in the Wings, opening on Saturday night at the 
San Leandro Museum/Auditorium, 320 West Estudillo 
Ave., next to the historic Casa Peralta.   The show runs on 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. through Aug. 
18, plus two Friday shows at 8 p.m. on Aug. 9 and Aug. 
16. Tickets: $25 general; $20 seniors and under 12 (other 
discounts may apply).  For more information or tickets 
online at www.slplayers.org or by calling 510-895-2573.

Back to School Book Giveaway
San Leandro school board member Leo Sheridan and 

Books Inc. will hold a Back to School Book Giveaway on 
Saturday, Aug. 3, from 9 a.m. to noon at Books Inc., 2483 
Washington Ave. in San Leandro. San Leandro’s youngest 
learners, TK through 5th grade, can receive a brand new 
book to kick off the school year. 

Celebrate Community at First Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church, 180 Estudillo Ave. in San 

Leandro, will host a National Night Out party on the front 
grounds on Tuesday, Aug. 6, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Ev-
eryone is welcome to come and meet neighbors and enjoy 
ice cream, popsicles, and home baked cookies. Let’s build 
connections to make a better and safer community. For 
more information, call 510-483-2772.

Praises of Zion Baptist Church 
National Night Out

Praises of Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 1395 Ban-
croft Ave. in San Leandro, will host a National Night Out 
party on Tuesday, Aug. 6, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Backpacks 
with school supplies will be distributed to grades K-12. 
Children must be present and accompanied by an adult to 
receive a backpack. Available while supplies last. Free hot 
dogs, popcorn, water, games. Spin a wheel for a free tablet. 

First United Methodist Church 
National Night Out

First United Methodist Church, 1600 Bancroft Ave. in 
San Leandro,  invites the neighborhood to National Night 
Out on Tuesday, Aug. 6 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Meet your 
neighbors in the church’s labyrinth courtyard and enjoy 
light refreshments, and an activity table for kids.  All are 
welcome. Email office@fumcsl.org for more information. 

Park District Hosting National Night Out Party at 
Lake Chabot

The East Bay Regional Park District is hosting its second 
annual National Night Out on Tuesday, Aug. 6, from 4 to 
7 p.m. at Lake Chabot Regional Park, 17600 Lake Chabot 
Road in Castro Valley. Parkgoers are invited to celebrate and 
strengthen community ties at this free event. Bring family, 
friends, and neighbors for a fun night out in the park. Talk 
with first responders, meet the police horses, see fire trucks, 
take pictures at the photo booth, enjoy refreshments and a 
live DJ. Free parking. 

Learn About the Dahlia and Historic Casa Peralta
The San Leandro Dahlia Society and the San Leandro 

Historical Society invite everyone to the Casa Peralta court-
yard, 384 W. Estudillo Ave. in downtown San Leandro on 
Wednesday, Aug. 7, from 5 to 8 p.m. Refreshments will be 
served at this free event. Learn about the dahlia society’s 
gorgeous flowers and the historical society’s Little Brown 
Church and the historic Casa Peralta. For more information, 
visit www.sanleandrohistory.org or email sanleandrohisto-
ry@gmail.com

Friends of the Library to Hold mini DVD Sale
The Friends of the San Leandro Library will host a 

mini DVD sale on Saturday, Aug. 10, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. 
in San Leandro. Check out the large selection of DVDs at 
low prices. All DVDs are $1 each or buy 3 get 1 free. All 
proceeds benefit the San Leandro Library’s programs and 
services. Credit cards now accepted.

Community Calendar

The San Leandro Art As-
sociation is offering a free art 
class to students grades 6 to 
12, on Wednesday August 7, 
from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Marina 
Community Center in the 
Patio Room, 15301 Wicks 
Boulevard, San Leandro. This 
is the fourth in a series of free 
art classes offered by SLAA to 
the residents of San Leandro, 
funded by a grant from the 
San Leandro Arts, Culture 
and Library Commission. In 
this course students will be 
introduced to pastel painting. 
All supplies for the class 
will be provided for free. 

SL Art Association to Hold Art Class
For Students in Grades 6 to 12

The students will take home 
their art creations along with 
limited supplies for future art 
projects. During the breaks in 
the class time, beverages and 
snacks will also be provided 
free for students and their 
guardians. The class is limited 
to 20 students, on a first come, 
first served basis. For more 
information about this class, 
other upcoming classes visit: 
https://www.sanleandroart.
org/freeartclasses. To register 
your child for this Introduc-
tion to Pastel Painting Class 
send email to: sanleandroart.
contact@gmail.com

Improvements: Summer projects 
continued from front page

A work crew replaced the old sewer line at McKinley Elementary school last 
week.

PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES

Relay for Live of the East 
Bay is coming back on Satur-
day, Aug. 3, from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. at Chabot College in 
Hayward.

Relay for Life is dedi-
cated to helping communi-
ties team up to fight cancer, 
and includes teams from San 
Leandro, San Lorenzo, Castro 
Valley, and Hayward. 

Relay is a nationwide 
fundraiser for the American 
Cancer Society,which pro-
vides free resources, support 
programs, wigs, transporta-
tion, and lodging, to people 
with cancer. It’s a celebration 
of cancer survivors and care-
givers, who are the heart of 
every Relay. 

One in two men, and one 

in three women, will be di-
agnosed with cancer in their 
lifetime. There are almost 17 
million cancer survivors in the 
United States – thanks, in part, 
to early cancer detection. 

Are you up-to-date with 
your annual mammogram? 
How about your colonoscopy? 
Did you know the only cancer 
vaccine is for the Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) which 
prevents 90 percent of HPV 
cancers? 

The American Cancer So-
ciety offers smoking cessation 
resources so you can kick the 
habit. Smoking contributes to 
the number one cancer killer: 
lung cancer. 

Things you learn at www.
cancer.org . Learn more about 

Relay for Life of the East Bay 
at  https://secure.acsevents.

Relay for Life Set for Saturday at Chabot College

org/site/STR?pg=entry&fr_
id=108157

ing to improve durability and 
aesthetics in classrooms and 
common areas at Garfield, 
Roosevelt, and Washington 
Elementary Schools.

• Comprehensive restroom 
renovations to enhance clean-
liness, accessibility, and com-
fort for students and staff at 
McKinley Elementary School.

“These improvements 
demonstrate our ongoing 
dedication to creating the 
best possible learning envi-
ronments for our students,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Mike 
McLaughlin. “We believe that 
well-maintained and modern-
ized facilities support educa-
tional excellence.”

The summer projects are 
part of SLUSD's broader ini-
tiative to invest in infrastruc-
ture and ensure that all schools 
are equipped to meet the needs 
of 21st-century learners, ac-
cording to the school district, 
which added that it appre-

ciates the community's sup-
port through the approval of 
Measure N in 2020, which is 

funding these improvements.
The SLUSD website at 

www.slusd.us has more in-

formation about district con-
struction projects or other 
initiatives.

Unity Church of San Leandro
20121 Santa Maria Ave, Castro Valley, CA 94546 

.

SUNDAY 11:11 A.M.

• We emphasize spirituality more than religion.
• We believe there are many paths to God.
• We show you how to transform your life through
 practical spiritual principles.
• Everyone is welcome.
We are now livestreaming and meeting in person 
      at

Spiritual, but not religious?
Watch 11:11am Live-stream at  

unitysanleandro.org or on Facebook Live
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1-888-926-3403SCHEDULE YOUR  
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay 
customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to 
be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible 
for all sales tax. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 TruGreen Limited 
Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most  
out of your lawn  
this spring.

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 

On Sale in August!

25% OFF

Protein Powders

Don’t Call It Pasta or Penne 

This is Macaroni & Cheese! 
Nearly all of us grew 

up with macaroni and 
cheese in some form or 

another.  

 This politically incorrect 
comfort food was a regular 
in most homes during a good 
part of the last century, wheth-

er it was your grandmother’s 
special recipe served for Sun-
day supper, or the scores of 
Kraft Dinners (“cooks in 7-1/2 
minutes”) that sustained you 
through college.
 But then in the ’60s, home 
cooking entered a new glam-
orous phase. Magazines and 
newspapers printed exciting 
French recipes with names like 
potage, brioche and roulade. 
So, what self-respecting restau-
rant would dare put something 
like Macaroni and Cheese on 
its menu?
 The truth is, the cheesy cas-
serole of our childhood is still 

with us today and is still going 
strong. What accounts for its 
popularity in today’s fat-free 
climate?
 At frozen-food seminars, 
they’re talking about the 
growth in comfort foods, and 
that’s where mac and cheese 
fit right in. Kraft still sells more 
than 1 million boxes of Kraft 
Mac and Cheese every day. 
Add to that the sales of frozen 
macaroni dinners and the sales 
figures go up to more than a 
billion dollars a year.
 Macaroni and cheese has 
truly passed the test of time and 
competition, and qualifies as a 
true classic food.

CLASSIC
MACARONI & CHEESE

1/4 cup (1/2 stick) un
      salted butter, plus 1 
      tablespoon
  melted butter for top-
ping
5  tablespoons flour
2 cups whole milk Salt and 
    white pepper to taste
1/4 teaspoon cayenne, 
plus
  additional for topping
1/4 teaspoon dry mustard
8 ounces (uncooked) 
    elbow macaroni
8 ounces milk 
2 cups grated Cheddar 
     cheese
1/4 cup bread crumbs

 In a 2-to-3-quart saucepan, 
melt the 1/4 cup butter over 
medium heat. Add the flour and 
stir for 2 minutes. Slowly add 
the milk, whisking to combine. 
Bring to a simmer, add salt and 
white pepper to taste, and add 
cayenne and dry mustard. Re-
duce heat to low and let sauce 
simmer slowly for 20 minutes.
 Meanwhile, preheat the oven 
to 350°F. On the stove top, 
cook the macaroni according 

to the package directions, drain 
and place in a large bowl.
 Remove the sauce from 
the heat. Add the cheese and 
stir until it melts. Combine 
the sauce with the drained 
macaroni. Pour the macaroni 
mixture into a baking dish of 
about 11x8x2-inches.
 Combine the bread crumbs 
and 1 tablespoon melted butter. 
Sprinkle over the macaroni and 
cheese. Bake in the preheated 
oven for 25 minutes, or until 
lightly browned on top. Let 
rest 5 minutes before serving. 
Serves 6 generously.

DELUXE
MACARONI & CHEESE

1/4 cup butter or margarine
1/4 cup unsifted flour
1 teaspoon dry mustard
2-1/2 cups milk
3 cups coarsely grated
  sharp Cheddar cheese
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon white pepper
1 tablespoon Worcester
     shire sauce
1  tablespoon finely grated 
  yellow onion
1/2 pound elbow macaroni

 Cook macaroni according to 
package directions.
 Melt butter in a saucepan 
over moderate heat; blend in 
flour and mustard, slowly stir 
in milk. Cook, stirring, until 
thickened.
 Mix in 2 cups grated cheese 
and remaining ingredients 
except macaroni. Taste for salt 
and add more if needed. Cook 
and stir until cheese melts. 
Remove from heat; mix in 
macaroni. Turn mixture into 
a buttered 2-quart casserole; 
sprinkle with remaining 1 cup 
cheese.
 Bake, uncovered, in pre-
heated 350°F oven about 1/2 
hour until bubbly and lightly 

browned. Serves 6.

EMERIL’S 3-CHEESE
MACARONI & CHEESE

Coarse salt
1/2 pound elbow macaroni
3 slices bacon, cut cross
    wise into 1/2-inch pieces
1-1/2 teaspoons minced 
     garlic
3 large eggs
1 (12-ounce) can  evapo 
     rated milk
1/4 teaspoon cayenne 
       pepper
1/8 teaspoon ground
      nutmeg
1-1/2 cups grated sharp 
  Cheddar cheese
1/2 cup grated Monterey 
      Jack
  cheese (2 ounces)
1/2 cup finely grated 
  Parmesan 

 Preheat oven to 475°F. 
  In a large pot of boiling 
salted water, cook macaroni 
6 minutes (it will be under-
cooked). Drain. 
 Meanwhile, heat a small 
skillet over medium and add 
bacon. Cook until fat is ren-
dered and bacon is crisp, 
about 10 minutes. Add garlic 
and cook until fragrant, 30 
seconds. With a slotted spoon, 
transfer bacon mixture to a 
medium bowl. Add macaroni 
and stir to combine.
 In a large bowl, whisk 
together eggs and evaporat-
ed milk. Add 1/2 teaspoon 
salt, cayenne, nutmeg, and 
cheeses; mix well. Add mac-
aroni mixture and stir well to 
combine. Transfer to an 8- or 
9-inch square baking dish or 
2-quart gratin dish. With a 
spoon, gently spread mixture 
to form an even layer. Bake 
just until sauce is bubbling at 
edges, 12 minutes. Let rest 10 
minutes before serving. Yields 
6 servings.

Bilingual Learning, Socialization and Pottytraining
Call (510) 962-2208 and ask for Mrs. Lorena Rosas-Alejandre

CHILDREN’S
MONTESSORI
ADVENTURE

Children Ages 2-6

580 Joaquin Ave.
San Leandro, CA 94577

License #013418096

At Children’s Montessori Adventure, we provide a 
safe, fun and nurturing learning atmosphere where 

children can work to their fullest potential in a
multicultural and supportive environment.

It is our goal to build the foundation for a lifetime of  
discovery and thrive to inspire a love of  learning.

To assist our families’ schedules, we offer year-round
5-day programs: 9 am -12 pm, 9 am - 3 pm or 7 am - 6 pm

We are open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.



WE CARRY SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS LIKE 
MARINE LAYER, VUORI, MAVI, AND MANY MORE!

510-397-1395
3321 CASTRO VALLEY BLVD.

WWW.UNINCORPORATEDCLOTHES.COM

BRING IN THIS 
AD FOR 15% OFF 

YOUR FIRST ORDER

“This place has very quickly become my favorite clothing boutique 
in the East Bay, and possibly in the greater Bay Area.” -Miles G.

Our Lady of Grace 
Catholic School 

Spiritual · Social · Academic 
A vibrant community of 

scholars, families and educators. 
Building Character in a Diverse Community 

All Are Welcome! 
2023-2024 School Year 
Please visit the website 

for a virtual tour 

All Are Welcome!
2024-2025 School Year
Please visit the website

For a virtual tour
Now Accepting Applications

id this summer fly 
by, or is it just me? 
Though we may have 

just settled into our summer 
routines, it’s already time 
to transition back to school. 
For many, change can be 
difficult. Planning ahead and 
considering the needs of your 
child (and yourself) early 
on can ease the transition. A 
proactive approach also helps 
create supportive systems that 
promote inclusive educational 
environments for all students, 
especially for neurodivergent 
minds. 
 In recent years, the concept 
of neurodiversity has gained 
momentum. It emphasizes the 
importance of recognizing and 
valuing brain-based differenc-
es, including conditions such 
as autism, ADHD, dyslexia, 
and other cognitive variations. 
Neurodiversity advocates for 
accepting diverse neurological 
conditions rather than the need 
to “cure” certain behaviors. 
 Effective support for neu-
rodiverse students begins with 
collaboration among all stake-
holders—students, parents, and 
educators. Here are some steps 
schools and families can take 
to ensure a cohesive educa-
tion approach and make the 
2024–25 school year success-
ful for all learners. 

Find the Motivation 
 Make it a habit to iden-
tify your child’s strengths, 
interests, and motivations. This 
helps to gain their cooperation 
and makes transitions easier. 
For instance, if your child 
loves trains, try incorporating 
them into your routine. Plan 
visits to places with trains as 
positive reinforcement or in-
form their teacher so trains can 
be included in their learning 
activities. Motivation is one of 
the fundamental drivers of our 
behavior. By understanding 
what motivates our children, 
we can use it to empower them 
to meet their individual goals. 

Self-Determination
 Self-determination refers 
to the ability of an individual 
to shape their own life, make 
their own choices, and set 
their own goals. In education, 
fostering self-determination in 
children means encouraging 
them to take an active role in 
their education and pursuing 

their interests 
and goals. If 
your child 
has an IEP 
(individualized 
education plan) 
or a Section 
504 plan, get 

 Communicate Needs 
and Evaluate Often 

 Effective communication is 
crucial in ensuring your child’s 
needs are met. Regularly 
discuss your child’s progress 
and any concerns with their 
teachers and caregivers. 
Don’t hesitate to advocate 
for necessary adjustments to 
their learning environment. 
Continuously evaluating your 
child’s experiences and adjust-
ing strategies as needed can 
help maintain a positive and 
supportive educational setting. 
Open and ongoing communi-
cation can prevent small issues 
from becoming significant 
obstacles.

Learn to Be Flexible 
 The most important thing 
is flexibility and adapting to 
the ever-changing demands of 
parenting and education. While 
having a plan is important, 
being open to adjustments can 
make transitions less stressful. 
Sometimes, unexpected chang-
es can present new opportuni-
ties for growth and learning; 
if you lean into them, those 
moments can bring unforeseen 
joy. Embracing occasional 
hiccups and encouraging your 
child to do the same will equip 
them with valuable life skills.

see SCHOOLS on page 7

in the practice of discussing 
their goals and asking for their 
input. If your child has been 
recently diagnosed as neurodi-
vergent, talk to their school and 
determine if they qualify for 
one of these education plans. 
This approach helps build con-
fidence, autonomy, and a sense 
of responsibility, essential for 
your child’s development and 
future success. 

Build a Community for 
Your Child (and yourself) 

 Creating a supportive 
community is vital for both 
you and your child. Talk to 
your child’s school, physician, 
or other parents to discover 
potential support groups or 
resources in your local area. 
Building these relationships 
fosters a sense of belonging. 
It can help you navigate the 
school year’s challenges, while 
having a network of peers and 
supportive adults can signifi-
cantly improve your child’s 
social and emotional well-be-
ing.

By Jagmeet Kaur Sangha
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

D

Fall Enrollment Available
Grades 1st - 5th 

Open 7a.m. to 6p.m.

750 Fargo Ave., San Leandro
510.582.3273

www.woodroewoods.org

“Woodroe Woods is not just a school. 
It is an experience. an experience thAt

sets the tone For your children’s
attitude towards school and academics. 
The tone that has been set at woodroe

encourages my child’s eagerness 
to learn, play, and grow.”

-K.P. former Woodroe parent 

WOODROE
WOODS
SCHOOL

WELCOME
BACK
AUG 14
GARFIELD HALKIN JEFFERSON MADISON
MCKINLEY MONROE ROOSEVELT WASHINGTON
BANCROFT MIDDLE JOHN MUIR MIDDLE
SAN LEANDRO HIGH LINCOLN HIGH
SAN LEANDRO VIRTUAL ACADEMY
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Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737

SERVING SAN LEANDRO FOR 20+ YEARS
Your neighbors and real estate experts.  

Have real estate questions? Please give us a call!

GREG NOVAK
REALTOR® ∙ DRE #01721382

510.472.4770 
greg@redoakrealty.com
gregnovakrealtor.com

CORY BOLLER
REALTOR® ∙ DRE #02132597

 510.221.3037 
cory@redoakrealty.com

coryboller.com

JULIE CUELLAS
REALTOR® ∙ DRE #01252720

510.682.5665 
julie@redoakrealty.com

juliecuellas.com

REAL ESTATE REALITY
GUEST COMMENTARYBy Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

I
Using this tactic to cancel 
is actually a breach of 
contract and could result 
in legal action. In many 
cases, however, the seller, 
although frustrated, being 
made aware that such 
action could sideline their 
chances of selling in a 
reasonable period, allows 
the buyer to walk away by 
cancelling the contract. A 
note to buyers considering 
this tactic, however, is in 
order: some sellers may 
not be willing to be so 
gracious.
The point is simple: when 
writing an offer, take the 
time necessary to con-
sider your likelihood of 
cancelling and, if there is 
any doubt, do not write. 
Spend time with your 
agent going over all the 
potential scenarios and 
then act in a responsible 
manner. While there will 
always be valid reasons 
for cancelling a contract, 
frivolous cancellations 
should be avoided due to 
the cloud it may place on 
the property, the emotion-
al or financial impact it 
can have on a seller and 
the extra needless work 
by the agents involved. 
Whatever the motivation, 
cancelling a contract by 
refusing to submit the de-
posit is simply not cosher.

 Carl Medford is a 
licensed Realtor with 
Keller Williams Realty 
and a licensed general 
contractor. This article is 
sponsored by the Central 
County Marketing Asso-
ciation.

It is a scenario all 
too common: a buyer 
visits a home, falls 

in love and asks their 
agent to write an offer. 
To everyone’s delight it 
is accepted and escrow 
begins. Unfortunately, 
things go sideways as the 

buyer refuses to put their 
good faith deposit into es-
crow. With no deposit, the 
transaction is effectively 
cancelled, the seller is 
frustrated or angry and the 
critical Days on the Mar-
ket needlessly increase.
When asked, “Why did 
you cancel?” the reasons 
vary. Some simply get 
Buyer’s Remorse: the 
thought of making such 
a major purchase is too 
daunting. Others excited-
ly tell parents or friends, 
only to get negative feed-
back about the location, 
condition, accepted price, 
terms or some other issue. 
A few realize they may 
have overcommitted and 
are looking for a way to 
bail out. Some even spot 
a better property the next 
day and decide to try for it 
instead.
Whatever the reason, 
we are currently seeing 
a dramatic increase in 
cancellations. Under 
normal circumstances, an 
offer has contingencies 
which allow a buyer a few 
different ways to legally 
terminate or renegotiate 
the contract. In today’s 
current market, however, 
many offers are written 
non-contingent, which 
means the only recourse a 
buyer may have to try get-
ting out of the contract is 
to refuse to put their good 
faith deposit in escrow.

Purchase Contract
Cancellations Are 
Currently Increasing

2723 Barlow Drive 94546: $950,000 [4 BD - 1,981 SF - 1960 
17100 Rolando Avenue 94546: $961,000 [3 BD - 1,214 SF - 1940 
18414 Terry Way 94546: $1,050,000 [3 BD - 1,064 SF - 1955 
5308 Camino Alta Mira 94546: $1,110,000 [3 BD - 1,889 SF - 1967 
19513 Yuma Street 94546: $1,140,000 [3 BD - 1,620 SF - 1959 
4822 Audrey Drive 94546: $1,210,000 [3 BD - 1,458 SF - 1954 
19730 Michaels Court 94546: $1,280,000 [4 BD - 2,694 SF - 1976 
17737 Rockhurst Road 94546: $1,350,000 [3 BD - 1,492 SF - 1961 
17641 Trenton Drive 94546: $1,375,000 [3 BD - 2,220 SF - 1966 
19844 Carnation Lane 94546: $1,500,000 [2,312 SF - 1976 
3712 Seven Hills Road 94546: $1,550,000 [3 BD - 1,774 SF - 1955 
17717 Columbia Drive 94552: $1,590,000 [4 BD - 2,098 SF - 1984 
3097 Massachusetts Street 94546: $1,750,000 [4 BD - 3,138 SF - 1986 
TOTAL SALES: 13 
LOWEST AMOUNT:      $950,000       MEDIAN AMOUNT:         $1,280,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,750,000    AVERAGE AMOUN         $1,293,538

Hayward  ————————-------
631 Foster Court #4 94544: $479,500 [3 BD - 1,175 SF - 1981 
23679 Lynn Street 94541: $600,000 [3 BD - 987 SF - 1950 
22143 Montgomery Street 94541: $800,000 [4 BD - 2,070 SF -  ]
22592 Sonoma Street 94541: $805,000 [3 BD - 1,121 SF - 1974 
465 Solano Avenue 94541: $850,000 [4 BD - 2,120 SF - 1951 
2786 Bal Harbor Lane 94545: $881,000 [3 BD - 1,128 SF - 1956 
139 Notion Way 94544: $1,000,000 [3 BD - 1,888 SF - 2021 
656 Grove Way 94541: $1,100,000 [3 BD - 1,609 SF - 1926 
22296 Cynthia Court 94541: $1,186,000 [4 BD - 1,826 SF - 1980 
26027 Tarragon Street 94544: $1,365,000 [4 BD - 1,741 SF - 1992 
1825 Dahill Lane 94541: $1,400,000 [5 BD - 2,019 SF - 1959 
100 Sonas Drive 94542: $1,995,000 [4 BD - 3,220 SF - 2013 
4028 China Court 94542: $2,900,000 [4 BD - 3,221 SF - 1959 
TOTAL SALES: 13 
LOWEST AMOUNT:      $479,500 MEDIAN AMOUNT:         $1,000,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:    $2,900,000     AVERAGE AMOUNT      $1,181,653

San Leandro  ————————-------
2322 Belvedere Avenue 94577: $580,000 [2 BD - 1,108 SF - 1972 
12929 Neptune Drive 94577: $687,000 [4 BD - 1,630 SF - 1930 
1178 Purdue Street 94579: $800,000 [3 BD - 1,081 SF - 1951 
13830 School Street 94578: $832,000 [3 BD - 1,358 SF - 1956 
1920 Linwood Way 94577: $840,000 [2 BD - 1,070 SF - 1948 
14660 Acapulco Road 94577: $848,000 [2 BD - 1,196 SF - 1963 
15387 Dewey Street 94579: $850,000 [3 BD - 1,092 SF - 1950 
155 Best Avenue 94577: $860,000 [3 BD - 1,623 SF - 1939 
15576 Calgary Street 94579: $970,000 [3 BD - 1,414 SF - 1958 
1365 Ottawa Avenue 94579: $1,075,000 [4 BD - 1,831 SF - 1953 
14634 Darius Way 94578: $1,100,000 [3 BD - 1,884 SF - 1969 
16226 San Remo Drive 94578: $1,200,000 [3 BD - 1,874 SF - 1965 
2501 Humboldt Drive 94577: $1,420,000 [2 BD - 2,066 SF - 1959428 

RECENT HOME SALES

Castro Valley —————————

 

All real estate advertised in the Castro Valley Forum is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, marital status, national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation or discrimination. The Castro Valley Forum will not knowingly accept any advertisement for real estate 
that is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

A = SAN LEANDRO  •  B =  BERKELEY  •  C = CASTRO VALLEY  •  D = DUBLIN  •  F = FREMONT  •  H = HAYWARD
L = LIVERMORE • O = OAKLAND • P = PLEASANTON • SLZ = SAN LORENZO •  W = WALNUT CREEK  •  Z=ALAMEDA CITY GUIDE

 CITY   SAT      SUN                ADDRESS                                  PRICE                         BDR./BA.         REALTOR                          AGENT          PHONE
A      2-4:30  2-4:30          568 Dolores Ave                  $650,000                    2/1.5         Red Oak Realty               Cory Boller                    510-221-3037
A      2-4:30  2-4:30          568 Dolores Ave                  $650,000                    2/1.5         Red Oak Realty               Greg Novak                  510-472-4770

Dave Adams
dave.adams@cbnorcal.com

Coldwell Banker
BRE # 01740758

510-637-8136
Representing Buyers & Sellers

 568 Dolores Avenue, San Leandro 
2+ bedroom, 1.5 bathroom Spanish-Revival on a 6,292 square foot lot

Classic Spanish-Revival home including random plank hardwood floors, curved arches, an oversized front window, 
and a newer roof.  You’ll also find 2 bedrooms, a bonus room, an eat-in kitchen, workshops, and 1-1/2 bathrooms. 
List price: $650,000.  Open Saturday and Sunday 2-4:30PM • 568Dolores.com

Greg Novak
REATOR® #1721382

510.221.3037
Greg@redoakrealty.com 
SanleandroRealtor.com

Red Oak Realty

Cory Boller, Realtor, ABR®
Red Oak Realty
DRE#02132597
510.221.3037

cory@redoakrealty.com
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 The 30-year fixed-rate mortgage fell to its lowest level since mid-March, 
dropping 12 basis points from last week. Mortgage rates are headed in the right 
direction and the economy remains resilient, two positive incremental signs for 
the housing market. However, homebuyers have yet to respond to lower rates, as 
purchase application demand is still roughly 5 percent below Spring, when rates 
were approximately the same. This is not uncommon: sometimes as rates decline, 
demand weakens, and the apparent paradox is driven by buyers making sure rates 
don’t decline further before they decide to purchase

Mortgage Rates Continue to Fall

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details  AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, 
FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ 

#13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

THE LEAFFILTER ADVANTAGE

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

BEFORE AFTER

+

We’re looking to install our 
NEXT GENERATION gutter 

guard on your home!

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase*

++ We o� er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Seniors + Military

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-510-690-89201-510-690-8920

1-510-690-8920
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

continued from page 5
 Focusing on your child’s 
motivations, encouraging them 
to make their own choices, 
building a supportive commu-
nity, maintaining open commu-
nication, and staying flexible 
can create a more inclusive and 
effective educational environ-
ment for your child. These 

strategies ease transitions 
and promote a positive and 
enriching learning experience. 
By recognizing and valuing the 
unique strengths of neurodi-
verse students, parents and 
educators can unlock their full 
potential, leading to a richer, 
more inclusive educational 
experience for all.

 Jagmeet Kaur Sangha is a 
board-certified Behavior Ana- 
lyst who lives in Castro Valley. 
Her organization, Behavior 
Pivot Consulting, partners 
with organizations to cultivate 
neuro-inclusive environments 
that promote mental wellbeing. 
For more information, please 
visit www.behaviorpivot.com

Schools: More Inclusive Experience

By Buzz Bertolero
The Dirt Gardener

Is insecticidal soap mixed 
with canola oil or neem 
oil recommended to con-

trol the squash bugs in my organ-
ic garden?

Surprisingly, canola oil, 
along with insecticidal 
soap and neem oil, are 

recommended controls for squash 
bugs on the UC Davis IPM web-
site. While I have no problems 
with neem oil or insecticidal soap 
in home gardens, I’m leery of us-
ing canola oil as there are no post-
ed dilution or application rates.

With the wrong application 
rate,  you could very easily burn 
the plants in warm weather.

Squash bugs, often referred to 
as stink bugs, are difficult to con-
trol in large quantities; hence, you 
need to be proactive early, much 
like whiteflies.

They prefer crookneck or yel-
low straight-neck squash but not 
zucchini. You can also find them 
on pumpkins, cucumbers, along 
with the winter squash varieties.

Squash bugs cause the vines to 
turn black and die while the insect 
feeds on the foliage and the matur-
ing fruits.

Control  Squash Bugs with Neem Oil

Q

A

In organic gardens, there are 
several strategies you can use that 
don’t require spraying. If only a 
few plants are affected, the most 
effective control method is to 
manually remove and destroy the 
adults and eggs.

The adults are about five-
eighths of an inch long and a quar-
ter of an inch wide. They’re a grey 
or black color with orange and or 

brown stripes on the edges of their 
abdomen.

The eggs are a shiny, yellow-
ish-brown to reddish color. You’ll 
find them on the undersides of 
leaves, lined up in neat rows near 
the base of the main vein. The eggs 
are clearly visible to the naked eye, 
so you should be on the look out 
for them starting in May through 
mid summer.

Be on the look out for squash bug eggs starting in May 
through mid summer.

BUZZ BERTOLERO

THE
DIRT

GARDENER

They’re easily 
destroyed by gen-
tly rubbing them 
back and forth 
with your fingers, but make sure 
you don’t damage the leaf.

Between the adult and egg, the 
white to greenish-gray-colored 
nymph is present. Nymphs have 
no wings, although they do have 
legs and mature into adults in four 
to six weeks.

The adult and nymph cluster 
together near the base of plants 

beneath the foliage. They may also 
be found along the vines and un-
ripe fruit.

Another option is to place 
cardboard strips or shingles on 
the ground next to the plants. The 
squash bugs will gather in the 
morning under the boards, making 
it easier to eliminate them.

Catnip, radishes, nasturtiums 
and marigolds are plants that are 
purported to repel squash bugs, to 
some degree; so, companion plant-
ing could be considered.

At the end of the season, re-
move all the leftover debris. Good 
sanitation practices eliminate hid-

ing places for the bugs to overwin-
ter.

And, finally, you can spray 
with neem oil, insecticidal soap or 
spinosad. My preference would be 
neem oil or spinosad.

Buzz Bertolero is Executive 
Vice President of Navlet’s Gar-
den Centers and a California 
Certified Nursery Profession-
al. Send questions by email to 
dirtgarden@aol.com or to 360 
Civic Drive, Ste. “D,” Pleas-
ant Hill, CA 94523, and on 
Facebook at Facebook.com/
Buzz-Bertolero.
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SERVICES
10 words
(1 week)

Call 510-614-1558 (Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m - 5 p.m.)
2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA  94577

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD TO VIEW THE CLASSIFIED ADS
Visit our Websites 24 hours a day

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE
New ads, cancellations or ad changes:

MONDAY BY 5:00 P.M.www.sanleandrotimes.com
www.castrovalleyforum.com

510-614-1558
510-614-1557

Classi�eds@ebpublishing.com VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER ACCEPTED

RENTALS
10 words
(1 week)

MISC. FOR SALE
10 words
(3 weeks)

HELP WANTED
10 words
(1 week)

GARAGE SALES
10 words
(1 week)

AUTOS / TRUCKS
10 words
(1 week)

CALL
NEWS

EMAIL

$35$35 $30$35
ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ALSO RUN FREE ONLINE!    •    AD MUST BE PREPAID WITH CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD    •    ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $1.00 EACH

$35$35 $30$35 $35$35 $30$35
CLASSIFIED ADS RUN EVERY WEDNESDAY IN THE CASTRO VALLEY FORUM AND EVERY THURSDAY IN THE SAN LEANDRO TIMESCLASSIFIED ADS RUN EVERY WEDNESDAY IN THE CASTRO VALLEY FORUM AND EVERY THURSDAY IN THE SAN LEANDRO TIMES
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save $5 by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

CONCRETE SERVICE

S.L. CONCRETE SERVICE Drive-
ways, Sidewalks, Stamped Con-
crete, Retaining Walls, Tree and 
Drain Service. Lic.#982202. 510-
856-8937.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

*SPECIALIZING IN WOOD FEN-
CES, DECKS & RETAINING 
WALLS. Replace or repair, paved 
walkways, yard cleaning, tree trim-
ming, topping or removal, garage 
cleaning & debris removal. Insured & 
Bonded #8189. Jerry 510-410-2427.

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

GARDENING

*BEAUTY GARDEN LANDSCAPING
Design - Construction - Mainte-
nance. Cleanups, New Lawn, Artifi-
cial Grass, Irrigation, Patios, Path-
ways, Brick, Stone, Concrete Fence/  
Decks. Free Estimates! Lic.#925130. 
510-691-8852.
www.beautygardenlandscaping.com

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

GGARDENINGARDENING/T/TREEREE SSERVICEERVICE

NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing, trees, cleanup, haul-
ing, FREE  estimates. 510 512-5857.

HAIR CUTTING

Free Haircut with hair donation for 
Wigs for Kids. Call Yumi for details!!! 
(510) 407-0436.

HANDYMAN SERVICE

IT’S TOTALLY FINISHED CON-
STRUCTION BAY AREAS BEST! 
Lic.#583113. Floors, Carpet Installa-
tion, Wood, Fences, Custom Firepla-
ces, etc. Call Martin Sharp 510-384-
8041.

HAULING SERVICE

HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

HELP WANTED

OSIsoft, LLC seeks Sr. Software 
Developer (San Leandro, CA) to 
execute large-scale features and 
initiatives with minimal support and 
guidance. REQS: This position re-
quires a Bachelor’s degree, or for-
eign equivalent, in Engineering, 
Computer Science, Math, Physics 
or a related field, and 5 years of 
experience as a Software Develop-
er or related occupation. Telecom-
muting: 50% Telecommuting. Rate 
of Pay: $163,571 - $221,000 per 
year. Applicants who are interest-
ed in this position should submit a 
complete resume  in  English to
leticia.garcia@aveva.com, search

[Sr. Software Developer / 
Reference # GAL-SSD. EOE.].

CONCRETE SERVICE

*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio, 
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete, 
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1054154. Milo  
510-502-9336.

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558
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HOUSE CLEANING

JUST LIKE GRAMMA’S HOUSE 
CLEANING. Airbnb/ Senior SUM-
MER SPECIAL! Phenomenal Clean-
ing! Insured/ Bonded. Fatima 510-
978-6803.

MISC. FOR SALE

Light Fishing poles with reel for kids 
$15. Call 510-278-9719.

Hobbico Avistar 40 mk2 awarf air-
plane kit still in box. Great 1st RC air-
plane $75 or best offer. (510)825-
8412 

You can place a FREE
“MISC. FOR SALE” ad

for items $50 or less
at: sanleandrotimes.com  

or at: castrovalleyforum.com 
or more info call Patrick Mon-Fri. 

9am-1pm at 510-614-1560
(some restrictions may apply)

MISC. WANTED

WANTED - Reel to reel music 
tapes. (If you gaave me the vacuum 
tubes please give me a call). Patrick 
510-517-3351.

WANTED: Old  toys,  pedal  cars,  
license  plates, etc. 510-886-3195.

RENTALS

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

RENTALS/ROOMS

Roommate Wanted: Cozy room, 
convenient San Leandro location, 
modern apt, off street parking, WIFI, 
many amenities. $800. Pam 415-960-
8516.

RENTALS/RV SPACES

RV/ Trailer space in San Leandro 
and Oakland& Hayward. $950/ 
month.  Call  510-481-9901.

SERVICES

HANDYMAN & CONTRACTORS 
You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

TREE SERVICE

*A CAREFUL TREE    SERVICE.  
Certified. Arborist. Lic.#694067. Trim-
ming, Removals. FREE Estimates. 
Bonded.  Call  510-581-7377.

YOUR INFO

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.

YOUR INFO

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

YOUR INFO

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.
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Apartment Building 
Development Delayed 

Way Too Long
Editor,

So, according to the San 
Leandro Times, the City of San 
Leandro Community Development 
director has no information about 
1300 Bancroft “and the city does 
not know when construction will 
begin or have control of the start 
date or timeline. That information 
would have to come from the 
developer.” 

So, the graffiti-filled site, with 
missing and broken windows, and 
partial demolition is something 
that the City of San Leandro can 
do nothing about. What other city 
would allow such a state of affairs? 
Oakland, Piedmont, Castro Valley?

What are the elected officials 
doing? They are legislating how 
high the grass can be on lots (4 
inches). They are passing a noise 
ordinance (65 decibels). But some-
one who is responsible is turning 
a blind eye to the tremendous 
eyesore at 1300 Bancroft. 

Just this week, graffiti has 
appeared to add to the deterioration 
of the property. I am beginning to 
think that money has, or is, chang-
ing hands. How else could this be 
allowed to continue?

As stated in my previous email, 
the developer needs to be fined 
for each month this is allowed to 
continue. Otherwise, what possible 
incentive does he have to clean 
up this mess? For those in charge 
of the City of San Leandro, this is 
outrageous. Do something.

Ann Jensen
San Leandro

Public Safety and Preparedness 
From Extreme Fire Risk

Editor,
Since January 2023, Lake 

Chabot Road has been closed due 
to rains that caused a hill slide, 
effectively cutting off a vital evacu-
ation route for emergency vehicles 
and residents.  This road is a key 
piece of city infrastructure for 
emergency response that also links 
residents with medical resources 
in Castro Valley. This should be of 
high concern to residents of Bay 
O Vista, Assumption Parish and 
Estudillo Estates.

In 2023, Alameda County 
commissioned a report from 

national consulting firm Kittleson 
Associates, documenting the ex-
treme fire risk in San Leandro as a 
result of this vital evacuation route 
being closed.  CALFIRE has also 
assigned a “very high” risk rating 
to the city. 

In 1991, the Oakland Hills 
firestorm killed 25 people and 
injured 150.  Nearly 3000 homes 
and 437 apartments were destroyed 
in less than 6 hours. The winds 
created by the firestorm reached 
hurricane strength and were the 
primary cause of uncontrollable 
fire. Panicked residents were 
unable to navigate narrow, wind-
ing, steep roads and emergency 
vehicles were unable to do the 
same from the opposite direction. 
The topography of our hills is very 
similar to the Oakland hills, where 
the firestorm quickly spread to the 
flatlands after starting on Grizzly 
Peak Road and traveled down slope 
across Highway 13 and into the 
Rockridge neighborhood.  

In addition to high fire risk in 
our hills, 3500 vehicles per day 
have been re-routed, including 
through neighborhoods that were 
not designed for heavy traffic. 
This has created an unsafe condi-
tion and added to the crime rate, 
impacting public safety. Successful 
housing developments are designed 
to include feeder streets for daily 
ingress/egress and emergency pur-
poses. Lake Chabot Road and Bay 
O Vista were well-planned with 
this in mind.

Residents of BOV, Assumption 
Parish and Estudillo Estates must 
educate themselves with this infor-
mation and urge the city to apply 
for grant funding to restore this 
vital evacuation route and re-open 
Lake Chabot Road.

Tim Ballas
San Leandro

Claims about Immigration 
Unsubstantiated

Letter,
Craig Williams accuses Pres-

ident Trump of lies about immi-
grants being mostly criminals, 
murderers and rapists (Trump Lies 
about Immigrants, July 25, 2024), 
but he leaves out Trump also said 
there are some good people. 

But what Craig leaves out of 
the equation is, as good as he says 
the workers are and non-crime 

committing, they are not checked 
out at the border and there is no 
attempt by this administration to 
limit the number or check on who 
is coming in. 

He neglects to tell us all the 
perks they receive from us, the 
taxpayers, or mention those killed 
by illegals like our own Officer 
Niemi killed 19 years ago, or the  
murders illegals have committed 
and then the DAs that let these 
people out of jail within the month. 
And there is the totally unfounded 
claim that immigrants commit less 
crime than Americans. No evidence 
to substantiate that. 

We need to have a solid border 
wall and checkpoints, and do 
as President Trump was able to 
accomplish – but Biden reversed – 
which is make people apply for en-
try into the United States while still 
in their own country. Then we can 
let in just what we need. Upwards 
of 12 million in addition to what 
we have is unsustainable. 

And Craig, enough with throw-
ing accusations without telling us 
all that Donald Trump actually 
said.

Corey Anderson
San Leandro

Support Needed to Save 
Casa Peralta

Editor,
I am writing to highlight the 

urgent need for increased public 
awareness and funding to save 
Casa Peralta, a cornerstone of our 
community’s heritage. Since the 
1970s, this historic house museum 
has welcomed thousands of school 
tours, events, and weekend visitors. 
Sadly, it is now closed due to a 
lack of maintenance, rendering it 
unsafe. 

Casa Peralta connects us to our 
local history dating back to 1776, 
and without immediate restoration 
and repairs, we risk losing this 
irreplaceable treasure.

The San Leandro Historical 
Society has initiated a capital 
campaign to raise funds for the 
restoration of Casa Peralta and its 
serene garden in downtown San 
Leandro. Public support is crucial 
not only for fundraising but also for 
urging the city of San Leandro to 
prioritize this project. 

Casa Peralta needs more than 
just basic maintenance; it requires 
a comprehensive renovation, in-
cluding a new foundation and roof, 
among other critical repairs. If left 
in its current state, the building 
may deteriorate further, becom-
ing unsafe and potentially facing 
demolition. 

Losing Casa Peralta would be a 
significant blow to the city of San 
Leandro, given its profound histori-
cal importance.

We invite the community to 
show their support by joining 
us and the Dahlia Society on 

Wednesday, August 7, 2024, at 
Casa Peralta from 5 pm to 8 pm. 
Come see the blooming dahlias and 
learn more about Casa Peralta. For 
more information, please visit our 
website at https://www.sanlean-
drohistory.org/casa-peralta-resto-
ration-campaign.html.

Art Johnson, 
Vice President of the San 

Leandro Historical Society
San Leandro

Israel’s Right to Exist
Editor,

A letter to the editor in last 
week’s issue falsely accuses me of 
supporting “the criminal genocide 
committed in Palestine” because I 
protested the anti-Semitic attacks 
on Oakland’s Chabad Center.

Apologists for Hamas (and its 
backers in Tehran) try to paint Isra-
el as a “colonial settler” state that is 
committing “genocide” in Gaza. 

They never mention that Israel 
came into being after Stalinist 
Communist parties in Germany 
prevented working people from 
taking power into their own hands 
and refused to lead a fight against 
the Nazis. When Franklin Roos-
evelt and other imperialist lead-
ers denied entry to Jews fleeing 
Hitler’s death camps during and 
after World War II, where else were 
Jews to go?

Hamas, an organization that 
openly calls for annihilating Jews 
and that is supported by the brutal 
clerical capitalist regime in Iran, 
broke a ceasefire last Oct. 7 by 
carrying out the worst pogrom 
since the Nazi Holocaust. Israel’s 
defense of itself is justified. 

Hamas is not a national liber-
ation movement. It is the biggest 
obstacle working people in Gaza 
and the West Bank face to fighting 
for their rights. It is a murderous 
thug outfit that uses Palestinians 
as human shields, then calls their 
deaths “genocide.”

As Socialist Workers Party can-
didate for Congress in District 12, 
I call on all unionists and working 
people to oppose Jew-hatred and 
support the right of Israel to exist. 
Doing so will help open political 
space for working people in Gaza, 
Israel, Iran and other countries and 
strengthen the course of building a 
movement of millions capable of 
ending the dictatorship of capital in 
all the countries in the Mideast, in 
the U.S. and beyond.

Eric Simpson
Oakland

Eric Simpson is the Socialist 
Workers Party Candidate for U.S. 

Congress, 12th District

Housing Reform 
Needed Immediately

Editor,
The Big Tent calls on the City 

of San Leandro to implement 
housing reform immediately and to 

declare that there exists a housing 
emergency in our community.

Each year, housing scarcity 
and rents rising faster than wag-
es cause many renters in the city 
to be evicted or priced out of 
their homes, resulting in housing 
turnover and unstable neighbor-
hoods. This displacement damages 
our families and communities by 
increasing homelessness, food 
insecurity, pollution, mental illness, 
and lowering life expectancy. 
Community displacement hurts 
not only our residents; it also holds 
dire consequences for the resilience 
of our economy. San Leandro’s 
manufacturing employers, schools, 
and small businesses are already 
challenged in their effort to find 
adequately skilled, reliable, local 
workers. An insufficient workforce 
hurts business growth and our 
ability to increase revenues and 
improve our facilities and services.

San Leandro’s housing supply 
was approximately 73% below its 
Regional Housing Needs Alloca-
tion for 2015-2023 and needs to 
build at least 1,857 units of housing 
to meet its Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation for 2023-2031. 
Currently, it costs almost $2,000 
per month to afford the average 
one-bedroom rental unit in San 
Leandro. To pay only 30% of 
income in rent, a minimum wage 
worker would need to work the 
equivalent of 98.5 hours per week. 
The financial situation is even 
worse for families with children 
and seniors.

The Big Tent recognizes that 
immediate and decisive action is 
needed to ensure that there exists 
safe, affordable, and support-
ive housing in San Leandro. We 
know that when rent increases are 
stabilized year over year displace-
ment is reduced, tenants’ rights are 
protected, and the local economy is 
strengthened. As such, we propose 
that the city adopt a comprehensive 
housing reform ordinance that will 
do just that.

View our proposal in detail at 
https://tinyurl.com/BTSLHousin-
gReform.

Please support housing reform 
in San Leandro by signing the open 
letter from SL HOPE at https://
tinyurl.com/SLHOPELetter and 
joining the Big Tent by contacting 
us at btsl@googlegroups.com.

Together we can help build a 
better San Leandro for everyone.

Stephen Michael Tow
San Leandro 

Send a letter to the 
editor to Letters@
ebpublishing.com
Letters must in-
clude the writer’s 
name, address and 
telephone number.
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Casa: $6 million in repairs needed for Casa 
continued from front page

Plan: New policy on concealed weapon fee 
continued from front page

The historic Casa Peralta, owned by the City of San Leandro, has been closed 
because of needed repair work. 

PHOTO BY MIKE McGUIRE

“    If left in 
its current 
state, the 
building 
may 
deteriorate 
further, 
becoming 
unsafe and 
potentially 
face 
demolition.

— San Leandro 
Historical Society

potentially face demolition, 
according to the historical 
society. Losing Casa Peralta 
would be a significant blow to 
the city of San Leandro, given 
its historical importance, they 
said.

Casa Peralta is San Lean-
dro’s historic house museum, 
according to the city’s web-
site. Three descendants of the 
original land grant of Rancho 
San Antonio, which ranged 
from the San Leandro Creek 
to current-day El Cerrito, 
lived there. The home was 
remodeled in 1926 as a grand 
Spanish-style villa. Inside, 
hand-painted tiles imported 
from Spain tell the story of 
Don Quixote.

The city-owned building 
was closed temporarily due to 
needing safety improvements 
and to seek funding for those 
repairs, Johnson said. The 
historical society left it closed 
when the pandemic hit in early 
2020, but had always hoped to 
reopen it.

An adjoining building 
which houses offices and is 
topped by a bell tower was 
built later and it remains open.

A 2016 report by an out-
side firm found the original 
building, built in 1901, needed 
about $6 million in structural 
and other repairs to be safe. 
That included the interior and 
exterior.

Notably, the building has a 
brick foundation which would 
likely need to be replaced. 
That, in turn would set off 
the need for other repairs and 
upgrades, Johnson said.

The historical society set 

up a committee to fundraise 
and raise awareness about 
the building’s historical sig-
nificance, but the only repair 
carried out since the 2016 
report was installing modern 
security lighting.

Johnson said a likely es-
timate of needed repairs to-
day would be closer to $10 
million.

In its heyday, many festive 
events were held inside the 
building, and could be again, 
Johnson said. Schoolchildren 
took tours of the building for 
years.

Not only could it house 
events, raising some revenue 
for the city, but all the his-
torical artifacts inside remain 
intact, he added.

Johnson said other uses 
for the building and grounds 

could also be explored.
Even closed, the building 

costs the city about $200,000 
annually to maintain, accord-
ing to Johnson.

The grounds, however, 
are available for weddings 
and other events. For rental 
information, you can contact 
ycarrasco@sanleandro.org.

The historical society in-
vites the community to show 
their support by joining them 
and the Dahlia Society next 
Wednesday, August 7, at Casa 
Peralta from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Visitors can see the blooming 
dahlias in the garden and learn 
more about Casa Peralta. More 
information on the histori-
cal society’s campaign is at 
www.sanleandrohistory.org/
casa-peralta-restoration-cam-
paign.html.

permitting, and financing. San 
Leandro’s shopping centers 
also need physical improve-
ments and need to offer more 
high-end retail. This is espe-
cially true for centers like the 
Bayfair and downtown zone. 

The draft will now be re-
viewed by the public for feed-
back, and City Council before 
the final strategy report gets 
another round of reviews and 
potentially council approval in 
Fall 2024.

Taking Care of the 
Homeless

In other city news, the 
council voted to allow the city 
manager to continue to work 
on applying for and facili-
tating state-based Homeless 
Housing, Assistance, and Pre-
vention (HHAP) funds. Since 
2019, San Leandro has re-
ceived $1,024,091 from 

HHAP coffers.
The city also has approval 

to renew a contract of up to 
$200,000 in grant funds with 
the Building Futures for Wom-
en and Children non-profit 
to help it operate shelters in 
town.

Building Futures operates 
a 30-bed shelter for unhoused 
women with and without chil-
dren. The group also has a 
20-bed shelter for people 
escaping domestic violence or 
human trafficking.

Services include interim 
housing, case management, 
meals, on-site case manage-
ment, individual therapy, life 
skills coaching, domestic vi-
olence and parenting support 
groups, evening children's 
activities, and access to health 
care and other services.

Concealed Carry Fee
Before last week, San 

Leandro did not have a Con-
cealed Carry Weapon (CCW) 
license fee. Since 2022, li-
cense applications have shift-
ed from the Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Office (ACSO) to 
local police departments. 

So, the San Leandro Police 
Department (SLPD) conduct-
ed an assessment and came 
up with four types of licens-
es: Standard (for the general 
public, which requires renew-
al every two years), Judges 
(renewed every three years), 
Reserve Officers (renewed 
every four years), and Em-
ployment (temporary conceal 
license fees for individuals 
like jewelers who may need 
to carry high-value products 
and visiting San Leandro for 
a short period of time).

These fees are in addition 
to fees charged by the State 
of California Department of 
Justice. Applicants must com-

plete an online Department 
of Justice (DOJ) applica-
tion. Additionally, applicants 
must undergo fingerprinting 
(LIVESCAN) to facilitate a 
criminal history check and 
a firearm check through the 
DOJ.

Initial fees range between 
$424 for the public, $453 
for judges, $470 for reserve 
officers, and $369 for special 
employment applicants. 

Currently, there are 44 
approved CCW licenses is-
sued by ACSO to residents of 
San Leandro, along with 142 
pending applications from 
San Leandro residents, which 
ACSO agreed to process.  

With the City Council 
unanimously approving, San 
Leandro will now handle all 
new license applications and 
renewals. The SLPD estimates 
it will process approximately 
200 licenses annually.

510-483-0123510-483-0123
www.santos-robinson.com

CA LIC. FD-81

FUNERAL AND CREMATIONFUNERAL AND CREMATION
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

Traditional Services • Cremation Options
Pre-Arrangements

Serving All Faiths and Cultures

SANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARYSANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARY
Supporting Local Churches and Families for Over 90 Years

FAMILY
OWNED

www.DeerCreekCremation.com

CREMATION 
SERVICES

Castro Valley Office: (510) 317-7890
Jay Spencer, DeerCreek2965@gmail.com

JAY SPENCER, FUNERAL DIRECTOR
Serving the Community Since 1967

‘Stimp’ was born at St. Rose Hospital 
and was raised in San Leandro.
 He attended Thomas Jefferson Ele-
mentary. Bancroft Middle School and 
graduated San Leandro High in 1990. He 
received his BS from Cal State Hayward 
and eventually got his teaching creden-
tials.  He loved teaching.
 He is survived by his mother, Jane 
Urish Potter, Aunt Mary Wilson (Steve), 
cousins Keith and Kevin Wilson.  He was preceded in death 
by his stepfather, David Potter, who raised him from the age 
of 3.  Also preceded in death by his grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Urish, and father, Richard C Stimson.
  Services will be Aug. 3, 1 p.m. at 14235 Bancroft Ave. 
Bethel Presbyterian Church.
 
 

Robert Scott Stimson
May 16, 1972 ~  May 18, 2024

 Wanda, a beloved mother, grandmother, 
and small business owner, passed away at 
the age of 86. Born and raised in Gilroy, she 
later settled in San Leandro, where she lived 
until her final days. Despite battling cancer 
three times. Wanda remained resilient and 
dedicated to her family.

 Wanda was preceded in death by her 
father Alfredo, mother Paolina, her brother 
Umberto, her two sisters, Mary and Inez, as well as her late husband, 
Robert, and her son, Vincent. 

 For four decades, she ran Bowlin Equipment, a family business in 
Berkeley with her sons Larry & Vincent. Her commitment to excel-
lence and her warm-hearted nature endeared her to lifelong friends, 
many of whom she met through her business and her 30-year tenure 
as an Avon representative going door to door.

 Wanda’s generosity knew no bounds. She loved her grandchildren 
and sons deeply, and her compassion extended to the neighborhood 
cats she fed. Her legacy will be one of kindness, resilience, and 
humility.

 Services were held at St. Mary’s Parish in Gilroy on August 
3, 2024, followed by burial. In lieu of flowers, the family kindly 
requests donations to the American Cancer Society in her honor.

Wanda will be missed by all who knew her, but her spirit lives  on 
in the memories she leaves behind.

Wanda Josephine Perino
“Vanda Gusappuni Frugoli”

January 18, 1938 ~ July 23, 2024
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The Pets of the Week at 
the Hayward Animal Shelter, 
16 Barnes Court in Hayward, 
are a shepherd mix and a 
terrier mix.

Arky is a 2-year-old tan, 
shepherd-mastiff mix. He’s a 
big ole boy that loves to take 
you for a walk, not vice versa. 
Arky has plenty of energy, but 
knows how to be a big cuddle. 
He is already chipped and is 
looking to start his new life 
in a home. 

Arky Rex

Adopt-A-Pet

Movie: A red-carpet event 
continued from front page

Response: Police would take 
charge in more threatening situations
continued from front page

Rex is a two-year-old tan, 
border terrier mix. He is a shy 
guy who needs a family that 
can give him the extra TLC 
he needs. 

Although he is small, he 
has a lot of energy and will 
require mental and physical 
enrichment. Rex is ready to 
start his new life with his new 
family. 

To meet or adopt Arky or 
Rex, call the Hayward Animal 
Shelter at 510-293-7200.

Isaac Woofter

three-person team would be 
called if an individual is ex-
periencing suicidal thoughts, 
is thinking of harming them-
selves, has minimally harmed 
themselves, or is in emotional 
distress.

The ARU team would not 
respond to every mental health 
crisis. Police would take over 
a situation if someone is expe-
riencing a medical emergency, 
is known to have a gun in their 
home or on their person, or if 
there are threats of harm to 
others.

The county fire department 
will operate the three-per-
son ARU team within San 
Leandro city limits. During 
the pilot program, the ARU 
team will work 40 hours per 
week – four days a week, in 
10-hour shifts, according to 
City Human Services Director 
Jessica Lobedan. And because 
it is a pilot program, she says 
data will be collected and 
reported to the city council 
every quarter.

“The ARU continues to 
build out San Leandro’s tools 
to address mental health in our 

community,” Lobedan said. 
“We are excited to offer this 
resource in the community 
to deliver an appropriate and 
timely response to behavioral 
health calls.”

The program has its roots 
in public calls to defund the 
police and the April 2020 
shooting death of Steven Tay-
lor, who had mental health 
issues.

“I believe if we had had 
this program, my grandson 
might not have been mur-
dered,” Taylor's grandmother, 
Addie Kitchen, told the City 
Council at the July 15 meet-
ing. “We know a lot of people 
have been murdered by law 
enforcement because they 
don’t know what else to do and 
because they’re not trained to 
deal with the situation. I will 
continue to keep my eye on 
how things are going.”

Because the fire depart-
ment is a county agency, the 
Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors needed to approve 
parts of the contract with 
fire department. At its July 
23 meeting, the Supervisors 
approved the firm Cardea as 

the contracted mental health 
provider and subcontractor for 
mental health services.

"Part of Cardea’s success-
ful proposal was its staffing 
model, which includes a Li-
censed Nurse Practitioner 
or other licensed medical 
practitioner or mental health 
professional and a Commu-
nity Health Outreach Worker 
(CHOW),” Lobedan said. 
“The CHOWs often share 
lived experience with the tar-
get population and are adept 
at connecting clients with 
resources, conducting fol-
low-up, and building rapport.”

At its July 15 meeting, the 
San Leandro City Council 
approved the pilot program by 
a 5-0 vote, with Councilman 
Fred Simon absent. Council-
man Pete Ballew abstained 
because he said he would 
rather reinvest the funding in 
police programs.

The program has a one-
time $1.350 million budget, 
generated from the American 
Rescue Plan Act and the city’s 
general fund. Additional funds 
will need to be identified if it 
shows success.

tival where “Bound” will be 
shown that’s so prestigious 
filmmakers are not allowed to 
even name it until its program 
is released officially by the 
sponsors.

“It’s definitely a red-carpet 
event,” Wooster said.

The film already had its 
theatrical premiere, at Holly-
wood’s TCL Chinese Theater, 
formerly Grauman’s Chinese 
Theater, which first put fa-
mous stars’ footprints in the 
concrete out front. 

People who follow the 
national art scene are probably 
most familiar with Wooster 
for playing the role of Joey 
in the Broadway production 
of, “Warhorse,” which won 
six Tony awards. He’s also 
done several film screen-
plays, almost had the lead in 
a major-studio film that got 
canceled in the pandemic, and 
has acted across the country 
and around the world.

Wooster saw early in the 
pandemic that live theater and 
film productions opportunities 
were dwindling and decided to 
get more serious about writing 
his own material rather the 
performing other people’s. 

He got a chance to produce 
one major-studio film, but re-
alized the studio wanted him 
to raise all the funds, millions 
of dollars, while offering him 
only 15 percent of the eventual 
proceeds.  

“I thought, instead of me 
raising all the funds for a $3 
million film, maybe I should 
be raising all $300,000 of a 
$300,000 film,” he said.

So Wooster decided to 
make “Bound” himself , 
though he says it ended up 
costing well beyond $300,000.  

“Fortunately, I’d been sup-
porting myself between acting 
jobs by bartending in New 
York, and some of my custom-
ers actually had a bit of money 
they could offer,” he said.

The title, Bound, refers 
both to someone heading in 
a direction to pursue their 
dreams, and to the things still 
holding them back.

“Bound” is about a young 
woman named Bella in New 
Jersey, who is a talented metal 
sculptor and artist but who has 
not been able to fully develop 
her talents in several years of 
trying. She lives with her men-
tally and physically ill mother 
and drug-dealing stepfather, 
and she finds out the stepfather 
had hidden a letter telling her 
she’d won a scholarship to a 
leading New York art school.

She takes the letter and 
heads for New York, knowing 
no one there and having no 
idea how she’ll make a living 
there or even find a place to 

stay. Through sheer pluck and 
some luck, she manages to find 
a new family of choice there 
who help her survive.

They’re all wounded in 
some way, though, and we see 
she is too, with flashbacks of 
her past traumas sometimes 
immobilizing her. 

The themes of “Bound” 
may be familiar to indepen-
dent film fans, but Wooster 
wanted viewers not to be able 
to predict what’s going to 
happen.

“I try not to have real good 
guys or bad guys. Even Gordy 
(the stepfather) is a complex 
character, with a desire to do 
good mixed in with the likely 
bad consequences of almost 
everything he does,” he said.

“I like to make the audi-
ence think a little bit,” Wooster 
added.

Wooster attended Roos-
evelt Elementary, Bancroft 

Middle School and then San 
Leandro High School, Class of 
1996. But he wasn’t an actor 
yet. He played sports instead: 
soccer, football and baseball. 

He took his athleticism 
with him to college at U.C. 
Davis where he signed up 
for an acting class because a 
friend had.

Wooster found himself fas-
cinated by the physical move-
ment aspect of acting. After 
a few years trying to break 
into Bay Area productions, he 
realized that even productions 
based on the West Coast were 
often cast out of New York. 
He had a chance to pursue a 
master’s degree at Columbia 
University, where he could 
learn more about physical 
movement.

“There were all these fa-
mous professors at Columbia, 
but I learned the most from 
someone much less famous 
here, Niky Wolcz from Roma-
nia. He was an expert in how 
actors moved, so I learned a 
lot about things like silent 
films and Italian commedia 
dell-arte,” Wooster said.

Wooster is encouraged by 
the reception “Bound” has 
gotten, and particularly by 
the sky-high rating the film 
has gotten on a leading film 
website, the Internet Movie 
Database (IMBD.com). In the 
Pro version of the website, 
viewed more by film profes-
sionals, it has a rating of 9.2 
on a 10-point scale.
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