
Holy Spirit at Work 

Acts2:1-21 

In the movie Ghost, the recently deceased Sam tries to speak to 

his girlfriend Molly but she does not hear him. He is right there 

in front of her but she can’t see him. He tries to interact with 

physical objects but can’t make anything happen. All of his 

efforts accomplish nothing. 

A frustrated father might say, “Sounds like my parenting efforts. 

A perturbed preacher may say, “Sounds like my sermons." 

What we cannot say is, “Sounds like the Holy Spirit on 

Pentecost.” On the Pentecost in our text, the Holy Spirit, the 

Holy Ghost, made some noise, could be seen by all, and made 

things happen. 

Pentecost was already a thing before Pentecost. The Israelites 

celebrated this Feast 50 days after the Passover. It came at the 

end of the barley harvest. Every able bodied adult male was 

supposed to make a trip to Jerusalem and offer a barley loaf 

sacrifice at the temple. And so, as we heard in the text, there 

were people in town from all over the place. 

A multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because as 

unlikely as it seems, they heard a ghost. They didn’t know it was 

a ghost. It sounded like a mighty rushing wind, but it was the 

Holy Spirit at work. The word translated as ghost or spirit can 

also mean wind or breath. 

The Holy Spirit had been at work several similar times before. At 

creation the Holy Spirit, the Holy Wind, the Holy Breath hovered 

over the face of the waters (Genesis 1:2) And God formed a man 

of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath 

of life (Genesis2:7). When it was time to bring an end to the 

Great Flood, God made a [holy] wind blow over the earth, and 

the waters subsided (Genesis 8:1). When the Israelites were 

trapped between Pharaoh’s army and the Red Sea the Lord drove 

the sea back by a strong east [holy] wind all night and made the 

sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of 

Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters 

being a wall to them on their right and on their left (Exodus 

14:21-22).  

From nothingness to paradise, from dust to life, from floodwaters 

to a world where men and animals could be fruitful and multiply, 

from death by the sword to life in the Promised Land – the Holy 

Wind of God was at work. 

In our Pentecost account it doesn’t say there was a mighty wind. 

There is no description of things being blown around. [T]here 

came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind. The thing 

I want to point out is that this Spirit can make sound. 

This Holy Spirit can also be seen. And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. Is this visible 

manifestation something new at Pentecost? … Not really. 

When God made a covenant with Abram He appeared as a 

smoking fire pot and a flaming torch (Genesis 15:17). When the 

Lord chose to deliver Abram’s descendants out of bondage in 

Egypt, how did He appear to Moses? … As fire in a bush that 

didn’t burn up (Exodus 3:2). As the Israelites made their way 

from Egypt to the Promised Land, what led them? … The pillar 

of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night (Exodus13:22). 

Now, on Pentecost the Holy Spirit is seen as what look like 

tongues of fire. 

And most importantly, the Holy Spirit is able to accomplish 

things – using vocal chords and eardrums. It would be much 

more impressive if there was a mighty rushing wind blowing 

things all over the place and instead of simple tongues of fire 



explosions of flame. But no, that is not how the Holy Spirit 

chooses to work. 

Breath came up from the lungs of the disciples. Their vocal 

chords began to vibrate creating sound. Their tongues and lips 

formed the sound into words – words they had never spoken 

before. They began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave 

them utterance. So is it the disciples speaking, or the Holy Spirit? 

… Yes! 

It is much the same way when I speak the words of Absolution. 

[Jesus] breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you withold forgiveness from any, it is withheld (John 20:22-23). 

When I tell you your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, my vocal chords, tongue 

and lips are at work, but Jesus is also speaking, delivering what 

the words say – the forgiveness of all of your sin. 

So it was that people from all over the world exclaimed, [W]e 

hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God. 

We must assume that these mighty works of God were words 

about Jesus, the Christ, and how He earned salvation for all 

through His life, death, and resurrection. 

Ever since Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, sin has 

separated us from God. He is holy and perfect. We are not. The 

two cannot mix. We cannot live in God’s presence while tainted 

with sin. But God created us to live in fellowship with Him and 

wants us to live with Him eternally. And so He sent His Son, 

Jesus. 

Jesus lived a life without sin. He followed the will of His Father 

in every thought, word and deed. He then went to the cross to 

offer Himself as the perfect, once and for all sacrifice for the 

forgiveness of sin. His Father accepted His offering and raised 

Him from the dead to live and reign as Lord forever. Before 

Jesus ascended into heaven He promised to send His Holy Spirit. 

On Pentecost He kept that promise. 

The Holy Spirit came in an impressive way, but worked through 

the simple words spoken by the disciples, and through the 

eardrums of those there. The disciples speak of Jesus, and faith 

and repentance are created in the hearers. Forty or so verses after 

our text we read, Now when they heard this they were cut to the 

heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, 

what shall we do?" And Peter said to them, "Repent and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for 

all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 

himself." … So those who received his word were baptized, and 

there were added that day about three thousand souls (37-41). 

The promise is for you and for your children. Jesus went to the 

cross and rose from the dead for you. You have been baptized 

and received the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is here 

today working as He did on the Pentecost in our text – through 

vocal chords and eardrums to create repentance and faith, and to 

deliver all the gifts Jesus earned for you. 

If there was a mighty rushing wind and explosions of flame this 

morning, that would be extraordinary! But how does the Holy 

Spirit choose to work? … Through the ordinary – vocal chords 

and eardrums; through the ordinary – water, bread, wine. 

The Holy Spirit is present today on Pentecost working to bring 

Jesus to you, and you to Jesus. Amen. 


