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The City of San Leandro 
invites the community to 
its annual Cinco de Mayo 
Celebration on Friday, May 
2, at 6 p.m. at the Marina 
Community Center, 15301 
Wicks Blvd.

This free and fami-
ly-friendly event promis-
es an evening of festive 

fun, honoring the rich cul-
tural traditions that help 
shape the diversity of San 
Leandro. It’s an opportunity 
for residents of all back-
grounds to come together 
in the spirit of unity and 
celebration. 

Enjoy live performances 
by Mariachi Vasquez and Bal-

let Folklorico Costa de Oro, 
showcasing the sounds and 
sights of traditional Mexican 
music and dance. 

Light refreshments will be 
available and there will be arts 
and crafts for children. 

Cinco de Mayo commem-
orates the Mexican Army’s 
victory over the French Em-

pire at the Battle of Puebla 
on May 5, 1862. 

Today, it is celebrated as 
a vibrant tribute to Mexican 
heritage, culture, and resil-
ience. 

For more information, 
contact Liz Hodgins at 510-
577-3473 or  lhodgins@
sanleandro.org.

City to Host Annual Cinco de Mayo Celebration

Kyana Fanene of San Leandro made 
it most of the way to the top spot on the 
American Idol TV show, into the Top 
24 of the thousands who try out for the 
show. 

But local fans who watched the 
Songs of Faith special show on Easter 
Sunday found out she missed making the 
show’s Top 20 who will continue on in 
the competition.

“It was the biggest blessing. I’m still 

By Mike McGuire
San Leandro Times

San Leandran Sings on American Idol
Kyana Fanene of San Leandro performed recently on American Idol. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMERICAN IDOL 

see SINGS, page 11

in awe,” Fanene said of being on the 
show when she made the Top 24.  

Fanene said she decided to try out 
for the show as part of getting serious 
about moving into the spotlight as a solo 
singer. She had been  doing considerable 
work backing up other artists musically, 
notably, Shawn Mendez, Jon Batiste, 
Camila Cabello and Damiano David.

“I felt it was my time to move for-

Kyana Fanene says TV show a step on the way to being an artist

Local  residents learned 
that wildfires now join earth-
quakes as a major risk of liv-
ing in the Bay Area at a forum 
held by Assemblymember Liz 
Ortega at the San Lorenzo 
Adult School last Saturday.

For years, people have 
been advised of precautions 
they should take against po-
tential devastation from a 
major earthquake, ranging 
from not putting heavy items 
on high shelves to knowing 
how to turn off the gas for 
your home to prevent post-

quake fires.
Now you have to learn 

some wildfire precautions that 
may be new to you if you don’t 
live in a heavily forested area, 
said event speaker Ron Halog. 

Halog is the emergency 
preparedness coordinator for 
Independent Living Resources 
of Solano and Contra Costa 
Counties, a nonprofit focusing 
on people with disabilities. 
Their staff frequently advises 
communities on disaster pre-
paredness.

Trainer Ron Halog holds up a fire blanket that can 
smother small kitchen fires at the emergency pre-
paredness meeting on Saturday.

PHOTO BY MIKE McGUIRE 
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Collaboration Brings Joy to Prom Night
San Leandro recently cele-

brated a heartwarming moment 
as prom season created lasting 
memories for local teens. 

A group of students from 
San Leandro High School and 
Lincoln High School received 

free, custom-made corsages just 
in time for their big night, thanks 
to a collaboration between Lucy 
Hernandez, owner and floral 
designer of Lucy’s Creations, 
and School Board President Leo 
Sheridan.

The gesture was inspired by 
the Princess Project—a nonprof-
it organization that empowers 
teens by providing free prom 
dresses and accessories. After 
hearing about the initiative from 

the district’s student board repre-
sentative, Sheridan reached out 
to Lucy’s Creations – and Lucy 
Hernandez crafted each corsage. 

“We wanted every student 
to feel special, to know that they 
were seen, valued, and support-
ed,” Hernandez said.  

The San Leandro High 
School team also played an 
integral role, coordinating the 
project to make sure the corsag-
es arrived in time.

San Leandro and Lincoln high school students received custom-made corsages 
from Lucy’s Creations. 

Everyone is invited to the 
San Leandro High School 
Jazz Band Spring Concert 
on Wednesday, May 7, from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the San 
Leandro Performing Arts 
Center, 2250 Bancroft Ave. 
in San Leandro. Tickets are 

$5 at the door.  
All proceeds go to sup-

port the San Leandro High 
School Instrumental Music 
Program. It’s going to be a 
spectacular evening filled 
with soulful jazz music that 
you won’t want to miss. 

SLHS Jazz Band Invites 
Everyone to Spring Concert

Celebrate Asian Heritage 
Month at a free performance 
on Monday, May 5, from 2 and 
4 p.m. in the Lecture Hall at 
the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave. 

Experience the talent of 
the Shanghai Pintan Troupe, 
a renowned group of musi-
cians and artisans who will 
be making their debut in the 

Bay Area. 
The performance will fea-

ture musicians playing Chi-
nese instruments, Chinese 
opera, and short drama skits. 

This free performance is 
hosted by the Asian Commu-
nity Cultural Association of 
San Leandro and organized 
by the Jiangsu & Zhejiang 
Associations.  

Asian American Heritage Performance

The Community Calendar is for publicizing nonprofit or-
ganizations, charities and community groups. Items can be 
emailed to jimk@ebpublishing.com or call 510-614-1557.

Calendar Submissions

Pickleball Special FREE MONTH Plus Reduced Initiation Fee
Courts available 6am to 9pm daily to MEMBERS ONLY.

    
     

Monthly Dues
Families =$299
Singles =  $265

    Offer exp 5/31/2025

Babysitting 
avail 7 days

 a week

Babysitting 
avail 7 days

 a week

PICKLEBALL
8 CHAMPIONSHIP COURTS 

BAY-O-VISTA

COMMIT YOUR FAMILY
TO BE FIT!

   1888 Astro Drive     
San Leandro • 510-357-8366 

MAY FREEMAY FREE
When you join early
 and pay for your 1st

month dues 

When you join early
 and pay for your 1st

month dues 
One Time Initiation Fee (May Only)
$1500 Family now $700 Save $800

All Club features are included in your monthly dues except Babysitting
Swim Lessons, Massage and Personal Training 

See All Club Features on our website BOVSWIM.COM

*Previous members of 12 months or less are not eligible for this promo. Not to be combined with any other offers.

SWIM & TENNIS CLUB 

   $800 Single now $500 Save $300 
 w/Annual Dues, Pay for 11mo. get 12mo. FREE 

“Lovewell Team” is a dynamic,
award-winning Real Estate team
Call 510-351-5555 or visit us at

www.Lovewellteam.com
— A team you can love and trust —

(CA DRE #00689931, #01912817, #02187163)

      

Lovewell Team

231 Bowling Green St., San Leandro • $739,000
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, 1337 Sq. ft., Built 1941

Open House Sunday, May 4, 1-4 pm
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■ CITY COUNCIL
Council meets on the first and third 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in
City Council Chambers, City Hall, 
835 E. 14th St., San Leandro
For more information, call the City 
Clerk at 577-3367.

■ SAN LEANDRO 
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835 E. 14th St., San Leandro.
For more information, call
Zaira Duncan at 667-3522.
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Celebrating 3 Years under 
New Ownership & Management
Family Owned & Operated Since 1960 

Fresh Seafood Delivered 5 Days a Week 
Featuring USDA Prime Beef 

& Authentic Wagyu Beef 
Organic Poultry 

Wild Game Processing 
Imported Goods from across Europe 

Full Service Deli with Amazing Sandwiches 
House Smoked Meats 

Catering Available

GALVAN’S MARKET
(510) 351-5707 * Jason Burnett, Owner

1275 MacArthur Blvd., San Leandro
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Alta Mira Club 
Spring Intergenerational Tea

The Alta Mira Club, 561 Lafayette Ave. in San Leandro, 
will host a Spring Intergenerational Tea on Saturday, May 
3, at noon. Tea party attire and hats are optional. $40 per 
person, $10 for children under 12. For reservations, email 
Nancy Fong at nancyfong@aol.com or call 510-483-1018. 

San Leandro Garden Club Yard Sale
The San Leandro Garden Club will have its 4th annual 

Yard Sale on Saturday, May 3, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Bethel Presbyterian Church, 14235 Bancroft Ave. in San 
Leandro. The sale will be indoors with a large variety of 
home goods, handicrafts, previously loved jewelry and of 
course plants, pots and lots of other things. Proceeds will 
go to other local non-profits in the area.

24th Annual Arroyo Athletic Boosters 
Car Show

The Arroyo Athletic Boosters will hold its 24th Annual 
Car Show, a day of amazing cars and bikes, on Saturday, 
May 10, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Arroyo High School, 15701 
Lorenzo Ave. in San Lorenzo. Free admission. To register 
a vehicle in the show, visit https://ahs-car-show-2025.
cheddarup.com Pre-registration: $15 cars, $15 bikes. Day 
of show: $30 cars, $20 bikes. Email Arroyo.Athletic.Boost-
ers@gmail.com for more information.

Castro Valley Orchestra Mother’s Day Concert
The Castro Valley Orchestra will present a concert 

on Mothers’ Day, May 11, at 2 p.m. at the Castro Valley 
Center for the Arts, 19501 Redwood Road in Castro Valley. 
Compositions by Bela Bartok, Franz Schubert, and Agathe 
Backer-Grøndahl will be featured. Admission is free and 
donations are gratefully accepted. A reception will follow 
the concert.

Resolve to Lose Weight by Joining TOPS
Resolve to lose weight in 2025. Join TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start your 
weight loss journey. TOPS is a non-profit weight loss sup-
port group that meets on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. at the United 
Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria Street in Castro Valley. 
For more information, call Sandy Montero at 510-299-7312. 
Join for fellowship and support. What do you have to lose?

First United Methodist Senior Exercise 
First United Methodist Church, 1600 Bancroft Ave. in 

San Leandro, invites senior citizens to a free program of 
seated exercise and meditation, followed by conversation 
and table activities with tea and healthy snacks. Meet on 
Tuesday mornings from 10 to 11:30 a.m. from March 11 to 
May 13  in Hale Hall which is entered from Bancroft Ave. 
Nurture your body, mind, and spirit while building commu-
nity. All are welcome, non-denominational, no charge. For 
more information, call the church office at 510-483-0606.

San Leandro Toastmasters Meet Every Thursday
San Leandro Toastmasters meets every Thursday from 

6:45 to 7:45 p.m. online through Zoom. Email sanlean-
drotm@gmail.com for more information. Also, the Toast-
masters meet in person at the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave., on the last Thursday of every month  
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

Senior Lunch Program at First Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church of San Leandro, 180 Estudillo 

Ave., will offer a senior “Young at Heart” lunch program 
the third Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m. Each lunch 
will be followed by a program ranging from musical groups 
to information about local charities.s

Chorus Eclectic Free Concert
Join Chorus Eclectic for a free concert on Saturday, 

May 17, at 4 p.m. at the San Leandro Church of Christ, 
601 MacArthur Blvd. The chorus will sing popular tunes 
and fan favorites from past concerts. Entry is from the back 
parking lot. Snacks, desserts, and raffle tickets for themed 
baskets will be available for purchase during intermission.

Community Calendar

Events at the Library
Students – Apply for a Summer Job at the SL Library

Apply for a summer job at the San Leandro Public 
Library. Develop job skills, give back to the community, 
and have fun. Teen volunteers must be entering grades 
9 to 12 and able to commit to 4 weeks of volunteering. 
More information can be found at sanleandro.org/library. 
Applications are due May 9. 

Step back in time and en-
joy a special screening of 
The Great Gildersleeve, the 
beloved local radio sitcom 
character brought to life on the 
big screen, on Saturday, May 
3, from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
San Leandro History Museum, 
320 W. Estudillo Ave. 

After the film, immerse 
yourself in the fascinating 
world of early animation by 

creating your own zoetrope, an 
incredible device that brings 
the magic of motion to life. 

This hands-on program 
offers a fun, interactive way to 
explore the charming humor of 
The Great Gildersleeve while 
discovering the origins of 
animation technology. 

For ages 10 and over. For 
more information email his-
torymuseum@sanleandro.org.

The Great Gildersleeve at 
the San Leandro Museum

Calling all lowriders, hot 
rodders, muscle cars and clas-
sic car owners. The St. Lean-
der School 2025 Classic Car 
Show will be held on Saturday, 
May 10, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at St. Leander School, 550 W. 
Estudillo Ave. in San Leandro. 

Join St. Leander’s inaugu-
ral classic car show fundrais-
ing event. Registration is $30. 

To register your classic 
car for this event, visit stle-
anderschool.org/car-show by 

Sunday, May 5. 
Participant space is limit-

ed. Admission to the show is 
free to the public. All proceeds 
support student grants and 
scholarships. 

St. Leander School 2025 
Classic Car Show
Set for Saturday, May 10

The San Leandro Art As-
sociation (SLAA) will pres-
ent ArtFest Spring 2025, an 
outdoor art show at the Main 
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. on 
Saturday, May 3, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Explore many forms of art 
by members, on display and 
for sale: paintings, photogra-
phy, sculpture and more. Find 
a great Mothers’ Day gift and 
meet the artists. Buy original 
works of art. Watch art demon-
strations. 

Free art activity table 
where children of all ages 
may create a piece of art to 
take home. 

Enter the fundraising 
drawings to win art, goods 
and services. 

All money collected from 
the raffle goes to SLAA grant 
programs for school art pro-
grams and students in the San 

SLAA to Host Spring Art Festival on Saturday

Leandro School District. For 
more information visit SanLe-
androArt.org or email sanle-
androart.contact@gmail.com

Art will be on display and for sale this weekend in front of the Main Library.
SLAA PHOTO 

.

SUNDAY 12:12 P.M.

• We emphasize spirituality more than religion.
• We believe there are many paths to God.
• We show you how to transform your life through
 practical spiritual principles.
• Everyone is welcome.

Spiritual, but not religious?
Watch 12:12pm Live-stream at  

unitysanleandro.org or on Facebook Live

Unity Church of San Leandro
Meeting in person on the 1   & 3     Sundays at 12:12 PM    

San Leandro Senior Community Center 
13909 E. 14th St., San Leandro

st rd

KIM BROS. JEWELRY • 357-4069
14393-A WASHINGTON AVE. • SAN LEANDRO (NEAR PAK  ‘N’ SAVE)

TEMPORARY HOURS: WED.-SAT. 11 AM-3 PM

Battery Replacement Jewelry & Watch Repair

NO LIMIT!

REGULARLY $13.00 • EXCEPT LITHIUM
With this ad. Expires 5-31-25. With this ad. Expires 5-31-25.

*Selected Merchandise • Expires 5-31-25.

$10 00
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**************
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED NEW AMENDMENTS TO CITY FEES AND SERVICE 
CHARGES AND TAXES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025-26

**************
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a PUBLIC HEARING will be held before 

the City Council of the City of San Leandro, City Hall, 835 East 14th Street, San    
Leandro, California, on Monday, May 5th, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. to consider the 
below matter:

Matter of proposed establishment of new fees and changes in City user fees 
and  service  charges  for  fiscal  year  2025-2026.  Said fees  and  taxes  to  be 
effective July 1, 2025, in most cases.

Members of the public may attend the meeting in-person at the Council Chambers 
located at 835 E. 14th Street, online by visiting https://zoom.us/j/506831637, or 
by phone 1-888-788-0099 Enter Webinar ID: 506 831 637

Public comment may be made live during the meeting in-person, via zoom or 
through the eComment feature at https://sanleandro.legistar.com. Please note 
that  the  eComment  period  will  close  at 11:59  pm  the  Sunday  before  the 
scheduled council meeting and distributed to City Councilmembers prior to the 
start of the City Council meeting. Written public comment will not be verbally read 
out loud.

Detailed schedules on the proposed fee adjustments cabe found on the City of  San 
Leandro  website  by  visiting  https://www.sanleandro.org/306/Finance-Department 
or at the City of San Leandro on file in the Finance Department for public inspection, 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Dated / Published: April 24, 2025, and May 1, 2025

                                                                        Kelly B. Clancy
                                                                        City Clerk, City of San Leandro

LEGAL NOTICE

M

Monday is El Día de la Batalla de Puebla, but We’ll Just Call it Cinco de Mayo 

exicans observe Cinco 
de Mayo as an import-
ant national holiday, 

commemorating the 1862 victory 
of their country’s outnumbered 
forces against the invading French 
forces of Napoleon III in the town 
of Puebla.
 It is widely celebrated with mu-

sic and dinner parties in Califor-
nia, a state which favors Mexican 
food over any other ethnic cuisine.

SIZZLING
STEAK FAJITAS

8–10 flour tortillas, warmed 
1 onion, sliced

1 green bell pepper, cut into
  strips
1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
1 pound sirloin or flank steak,
  cut into strips 
Fajita seasoning, recipe fol-
  lows (or use 1 pkg. of
  Lawry’s Fajita Seasoning)
1/4 cup water

1 tomato, cut into wedges
 Cook onion and green pepper in 
an oiled skillet over medium-high 
heat until tender; set aside. 
 In same skillet, brown meat; 
drain fat. Mix in seasonings and 
water. Bring mixture to a boil; re-
duce heat to low and cook uncov-
ered for 5 minutes. Return onion 
and green pepper to skillet; add 
tomatoes. Heat through and serve 
with warmed tortillas. Serves 6.

Fajita Seasoning

1 tablespoon chili powder
1-1/2 teaspoons cumin
1 teaspoon black pepper
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon paprika
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/4 teaspoon onion powder
1/4 teaspoon crushed red 
  pepper flakes (or pinch of
cayenne, to taste)
 Combine all ingredients. Yields 
1 ounce, enough for 8-10 servings.

EASY ENCHILADAS

1 pound ground beef or 
  1 pound boneless,
  skinless chicken breast
1/4 cup chopped onion
1 teaspoon garlic powder 
1 tablespoon Worcestershire
  sauce

1 (8-ounce) can tomato sauce
1 teaspoon paprika
1 teaspoon oregano
2 teaspoons chili powder
1/2 teaspoon cumin
1/2 teaspoon black pepper
3 cups shredded cheese,
  Jack or Cheddar combos
1-1/4 cups enchilada sauce 
12 corn tortillas
 If using chicken, boil chicken in 
water. Then rinse and shred with 
fork. Add onion and garlic.
 If using ground beef, brown 
with onion and garlic, drain.
 Add next 7 ingredients (Worces-
tershire sauce through black pep-
per). In another skillet, heat oil.
Add tortillas, one at a time, for 10 
seconds on each side. Drain on pa-
per towel. In a 10x13-inch baking 
pan, pour just enough enchilada 
sauce in the bottom to coat the bot-
tom of the pan.
 Fill each tortilla with a spoonful 
of meat mixture. Cheese, onions, 
and/or olives can be put inside 
each enchilada at this time, if de-
sired. Roll tortilla and place seam 
side down in pan. Continue with 
remaining tortillas. Pour remain-
ing enchilada sauce over tortillas 
and top with cheese. Additional 
olives may be added if desired.
 (At this time, pan may be refrig-
erated for several hours or over-
night.)

 Bake in 350°F oven for 20 min-
utes (30 minutes if refrigerated). 
Top with sour cream. Serves 4-6.

TACOS RANCHEROS

1/2 pound sausage
1/2 pound ground beef
1 ounce taco seasoning mix
8 taco shells 
1/2 head lettuce, shredded
2 cups shredded Cheddar
  cheese
2 cups tomatoes, chopped
1 cup sour cream
1 cup thick, chunky salsa
 In a large skillet, brown sausage 
and ground beef until no longer 
pink. Add taco seasoning mix 
according to package directions. 
Fill taco shells evenly with meat 
mixture and garnish lettuce, cheese, 
tomatoes, sour cream and salsa. 
Serves 4.

TACO SEASONINGMIX

  For 2-ounces of mix: 
2 tablespoons chili powder
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon onion powder
1/2 teaspoon crushed red 
  pepper flakes
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
1 teaspoon paprika
3 teaspoons ground cumin
1-1/2 teaspoons salt
2 teaspoon black pepper
 In a small bowl, mix together 
ingredients. Store in an airtight 
container.

BEEF CHIMICHANGAS

1 pound ground beef
1-3/4 cups water
1(1.5 ounce) package Orte-
ga Burrito Seasoning
8 (8-inch) soft-taco-size flour
  tortillas, warmed
1 cup shredded Cheddar
  cheese
Vegetable oil, Salsa, mild
Guacamole (optional)
 Brown beef; drain. Stir in water 
and burrito seasoning mix. Bring 
to a boil. Reduce heat to low; cook, 
stirring constantly, for 5 to 6 min-
utes or until mixture is thickened. 
 Place beef mixture evenly on 
each tortilla; sprinkle with cheese. 
Fold into burritos; secure ends with 
toothpicks.
 Add vegetable oil to 1-inch depth 
in medium skillet; heat over high 
heat for 3 to 4 minutes.
 Place 1 or 2 burritos in oil; fry, 
turning frequently, for 1 to 2 min-
utes or until golden brown. Remove 
with slotted spoon; drain. Repeat 
with remaining burritos. Remove 
wooden picks. 
 Serve with salsa and guacamole. 
Yields 8 servings.

BASIC QUESADILLAS

Per serving:
2 tablespoons butter
1/2 cup grated Jack cheese
2 flour tortillas
 Melt butter in a cast iron skillet 
until bubbling. Place 1/4 cup of 
the cheese on each tortilla and fold 
over. Fry the quesadillas in hot 
butter, about 1 minute on each side. 
The tortillas should be barely gold-
en brown and the cheese melted. 
Eat immediately.

HOROSCOPE by Salomé © 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19): The cautious side of your usually adventurous 
nature stands you in good stead this week. Someone might, indeed, be trying to pull 
the wool over the Sheep’s eyes.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): Planetary alignment still causes unsettling 
situations. Consider delaying matters that aren’t a priority until the weekend. 
Cheer up! The next such alignment isn’t until 2028.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20): Family matters take precedence. Spend more 
time with those close to you. A career move sounds promising, but ask for more facts 
before making a decision.
CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Your watchword this week is “tact”! While honesty 
is, of course, the best policy, it’s best to temper your tendency toward bluntness with 
discretion.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): Nothing pleases our LEOs and LEOnas more 
than to know they’re admired, and this week, you’ll be overwhelmed with 
compliments. Enjoy the adulation! You earned it.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): You’re making progress in your dealings with a 
troubled loved one. Continue to offer understanding and support. You’ll soon see 
positive results.
LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22):  Change is favored this week. You might want to 
reassess a situation that has become too demanding. Also, reconsider a job move that 
you rejected earlier.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21):  A loved one returns after a long 
separation. At work, a decision is made that could lead to the changes you hoped for. 
The next step is up to you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): This is a good time to set things 
straight in your personal relationships. Some decisions might be difficult but 
necessary if you’re to turn things around.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): Cupid rules the CAPRICORN Goat’s heart 
this week. It’s a good time to start a new romance or reaffirm your commitment to 
your current beloved.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18): Travel and entertainment are favored for the rest 
of the month. You earned this good time. Enjoy it with friends and family members!

PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20): Someone you’ve been close to reveals a secret 
that could put this relationship at risk. Consider the full impact of the admission before 
making a decision.

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 

25% 25% 
OFFOFF

The Promise of the Rainbow
Vitamins and 
Herbal Products
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Three private San Leandro 
gardens are in the annual 
Bringing Back the Natives 
Garden Tour which takes 
place this weekend – Saturday 
and Sunday, May 3 and May 4, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Over 50 beautiful, wa-
ter-conserving native plant 
gardens throughout the East 
Bay are in the tour with bay-
side gardens, including San 
Leandro, open on Saturday 
while inland gardens can be 
visited on Sunday. 

Over half of the partic-

ipating residences will also 
be sharing their green home 
features, including solar pan-
els and batteries, induction 
ranges, heat pumps, and more.

California native plants 
are adapted to our soil and 
climate, naturally water con-
serving, and easy to care for. 
Native plants are better than 
non-native plants when it 
comes to attracting native 
birds, butterflies, and other 
forms of wildlife. And, as 
the gardens on the tour show, 
these lovely gardens display a 

sense of place that is uniquely 
Californian.  

Davis East resident Ste-
fanie Pruegel, whose garden 
has been on the tour since 
2019, has experienced first-
hand the difference planting 
California natives can make. 

“When I started in 2026, 
my yard was nothing but 
grass and weeds, with next 
to no wildlife,” Pruegel says. 
“After just a couple years of 
gardening with native plants, it 
is now abuzz with butterflies, 
bees and other beneficial in-

sects and constant bird song.”
The tour is free (donations 

welcome) but registration is 
required. Once signed up, par-
ticipants receive information 
and addresses for all partici-
pating gardens to create their 
own self-guided tour. Visit 
www.BringingBackTheNatives.
net for more details and to register.

San Leandro Native Plant Gardens on View this Saturday

Insects like this buckeye 
butterfly feeding on a coast 

buckwheat, need native 
plants. PHOTO BY STEFANIE PRUEGEL
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By Gene L. Osofsky, Esq.
Special to the Times

I am a frequent 
user of Facebook 
and other social 
media accounts, 
and I sometimes 

wonder what would happen 
to my accounts upon my death. 
Would my family be able to 
access my posts or terminate 
my accounts?

Under a Califor-
nia law that went 
into effect January 
1, 2017, the answer 
is “yes”, provided 

that you take proactive steps 
during your lifetime to autho-
rize access after your death. 
The law is called the “Revised 
Uniform Fiduciary Access to 
Digital Assets Act” (“Act”) 
or AB 691. Previously, Cal-
ifornia law was silent on the 
right of family members to 
access such records after the 
owner’s death.

Under this 
Act, there are 
e s sen t i a l ly 
four ways in 
wh ich  you 
may give a 
person you 
t rus t  (your 
“fiduciary”) access to your 
social media accounts after 
your demise. The Act calls 
these “digital assets.”

1)  Use On-Line Tool: 
You may give consent in the 
“Online Tool” set up by the 
account custodian, such as 
Facebook or Twitter (“X”), in 
response to the new law. The 
consent you provide in this 
tool overrides anything to the 
contrary in the custodian’s 
“terms of service,” or any 
contrary intention in your will 
or other legal document;

2)  Grant Authority In A 
Legal Document: Under the 
new law, you may grant ac-
cess in your Last Will, Power 
of Attorney, Trust, or other 
legal document. But this au-

Q:

A:

thorization must specifically 
grant the right to access your 
digital assets. A general grant 
of authority to deal with your 
estate may not be sufficient.

3) Terms of Service Agree-
ment: If you have failed to 
grant access by using the 
account custodian’s “Online 
Tool,” nor given specific au-

Gene 
Osofsky

Seniors: Does Your Estate Plan Cover Digital Assets?
thority in your Last Will or 
other legal document, then the 
custodian’s Terms of Service 
(“TOS”) would control, and 
the TOS may or may not grant 
authority to access records of 
your digital communications 
after your death.

4) Court Order: Finally, 
see SENIORS, page 12

Carlton Senior Living San Leandro
1000 E 14th St 94577 | RSVP (510) 636-0660 

Tuesday March 25th, 3:30 PM
Tour our community and apartments
and celebrate our 40th Anniversary

with a special ceremony and reception!

LIC#: 015600341

Castro Valley’s Vibrant  
Senior Living Community

Independent and Assisted Senior Living

Call for a tour and join our waitlist today!
(510) 733-2418  ||   baywoodcourt.org

RCFE #011440776/Health Center #550000793

Buy 2 Chicken Teriyaki Dinners, Get 
3rd One… FREEFREE
Buy an Order of Ramen Noodles, Get 
One California Roll… FREEFREE

MAY NOT BE 
COMBINED 
WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. 
EXPIRES 
 6/30/25

JAPANESE RESTAURANT
Sushi Bar & Grill

1427 E. 14TH ST. • SAN LEANDRO • (510) 352-3748 • WWW.TSURUSUSHI.COM
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Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737

  
RECENT HOME SALES

6167 Mount Rushmore Circle 94552: $1,038,000 [3 BD - 1,561 SF - 1988 
17351 President Drive 94546: $1,230,000 [3 BD - 1,773 SF - 1939 
5657 Shadow Ridge Drive 94552: $1,385,000 [4 BD - 2,100 SF - 1972 
6028 Slopeview Court 94552: $1,609,000 [4 BD - 2,310 SF - 1987

TOTAL SALES: 4 
LOWEST AMOUNT:     $1,038,000       MEDIAN AMOUNT:       $1,307,500
HIGHEST AMOUNT:   $1,609,000       AVERAGE AMOUNT:    $1,315,500 
   
SAN LEANDRO ————————-------                            
700 Fargo Avenue #7 94579: $490,000 [2 BD - 840 SF - 1965 
3833 Yorkshire Street 94578: $540,000 [2 BD - 918 SF - 1987 
13756 Schooner Road 94577: $633,000 [3 BD - 1,125 SF - 1979 
48 Harlan Street 94577: $735,000 [2 BD - 1,035 SF - 1930 
136 Pontiac Street 94577: $760,000 [2 BD - 1,449 SF - 1940 
14686 Saturn Drive 94578: $960,000 [4 BD - 1,748 SF - 1953
TOTAL SALES: 6 
LOWEST AMOUNT:      $490,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT:            $684,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:       $960,000    AVERAGE AMOUNT:          $686,333
 
SAN LORENZO  ————————-------
15874 Via Hornitos 94580: $1,009,000 [3 BD - 2,068 SF - 1956

TOTAL SALES: 1 
LOWEST AMOUNT:     $1,009,000   MEDIAN AMOUNT:           $1,009,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:   $1,009,000   AVERAGE AMOUNT :       $1,009,000

HAYWARD  ————————-------
20917 Locust Street #A 94541: $500,000 [2 BD - 1,145 SF - 1980 
504 Simon Street 94541: $530,000 [2 BD - 948 SF - 1940 
337 Tippecanoe Avenue 94544: $600,000 [3 BD - 927 SF - 1951 
18028 Silverado Road 94541: $660,000 [2 BD - 1,270 SF - 1973 
17994 Firestone Road 94541: $670,000 [1,270 SF - 1973 
27753 Hummingbird Court 94545: $740,000 [4 BD - 1,474 SF - 1971 
1037 Gomer Street 94544: $955,000 [3 BD - 1,565 SF - 1956 
2038 Boca Raton Street 94545: $975,000 [3 BD - 1,358 SF - 1956 
22639 Myrtle Circle 94541: $1,020,000 [4 BD - 1,607 SF - 2015 
24962 Silverthorne Place 94544: $1,039,000 [4 BD - 1,807 SF - 2001 
24245 Nora Circle 94545: $1,100,000 [4 BD - 1,693 SF - 2018 
1521 Hayden Street 94545: $1,299,000 [4 BD - 1,974 SF - 2014 
25931 Fairview Avenue 94542: $1,350,000 [4 BD - 1,911 SF - 1953

TOTAL SALES:            13 
LOWEST AMOUNT:    $500,000   MEDIAN AMOUNT:              $955,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:   $1,350,000    AVERAGE AMOUNT           $879,846

Castro Valley —————————

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

ANSWERS

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Forum

California 
Legislators Trying 
to Tighten the Screws

also aware of the problems 
facing owners of rental 
properties who are becom-
ing increasingly frustrated 
with the skyrocketing costs 
of property ownership, 
including maintenance, 
insurance, HOA fees, 
governmental requirements 
and more, effectively 
placing many of them in a 
negative cashflow position 
every month. Many of 
these landlords – especially 
the mom-and-pop owners 
with one or two proper-
ties – are also upset about 
the growing demonization 
of rental property owners 
by some segments of the 
government and tenant ad-
vocacy associations. Factor 
in increasing governmen-
tal controls limiting their 
income and many have had 
enough and are bailing out. 
Many of these properties 
are being removed from 
the rent roles as they are 

Anews release by 
Lynn La from CalM-

atters.org hit my inbox 
declaring, “CA tenants, 
landlords, Democrats all 
fight over rent caps.” It 
continued,
“One of the fiercest 
legislative fights of 2019 
was over a bill limiting 
the amount that many 
California landlords can 
hike rent. Six years later, 
legislators were back at it 
again as the Assembly’s 

housing committee took up 
a bill Thursday, authored 
by Democratic Assembly-
member Ash Kalra of San 
Jose, which would:
•  Reduce the cap from 
10% to 5% (or 2% plus 
the current inflation rate, 
whichever is lower);
•  Extend the law to sin-
gle-family homes (current-
ly exempt);
•  Make the law permanent 
(current law sunsets in 
2030).”
I need to begin by stating 
that I fully understand 
the critical issues facing 
renters in California. I am 

being purchased by owner 
occupants. Not only are 
landlords selling, they are 
taking that money out of 
California and purchasing 
in states with more amena-
ble regulations.
One 4-plex owner in 
Sacramento, tired of the 
increasing legislation, put 
their properties on the mar-
ket last year. Normally that 
market has 3-4 fourplexes 
active at any time. In this 
case, the number swelled 
overnight to 22 fourplexes 
as a mass of owners were 
trying to liquidate their 
investments. You can count 
on more rental housing 
providers selling their units 
in the near future.
I personally do not believe 
that intensifying govern-
mental controls is an effec-
tive solution. Lawmakers 
should use this test when 
considering new rules for 
rental housing providers: 
will a new rule maintain, 
increase or decrease the 
supply of rental housing? 
Lawmakers should, like 
doctors, do no harm first. 
If the government is truly 
interested in affordable 
housing, one way would 
be to remove the absurd 
fees currently being levied 
against builders, many of 
whom are also pulling out 
of California.
 Carl Medford is a li-
censed Realtor with Keller 
Williams Realty and a li-
censed general contractor. 
This article is sponsored by 
the Central County Mar-
keting Association.
 

All real estate advertised in the Castro Valley Forum is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, marital status, national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation or discrimination. The Castro Valley Forum will not knowingly accept any advertisement for real estate 
that is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

A = SAN LEANDRO  •  B =  BERKELEY  •  C = CASTRO VALLEY  •  D = DUBLIN  •  F = FREMONT  •  H = HAYWARD
L = LIVERMORE • M = MODESTO • S = SAN RAMON • SLZ = SAN LORENZO •  W = WALNUT CREEK  •  Z=ALAMEDA CITY GUIDE
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 CITY   SAT      SUN                ADDRESS                                  PRICE                         BDR./BA.         REALTOR                          AGENT      PHONE
A                       1-4                231 Bowling Green St.     $739,000                  3/1                      Re/ Max Accord     The Lovewell Team     510-351-5555

 

Robert Jones   Associates

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 510 -357-0120
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

 and

— Matt Jones & Bob Jones

For All Your 
Real Estate Needs

We Are 
Here For You~ ~

We recently Sold a property on 
Begier for an impressive 
$1,460,000… We originally 
found it for our client for $43,000!
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By Buzz Bertolero
The Dirt Gardener

Advanced Season Long 
Weed Control, is unique 
because it kills existing 
dandelions and prevents 
dormant seeds from ger-
minating for six months, 
assuming you don’t plan 
on reseeding the lawn 
soon. The nursery pro-
fessional at your favorite 
garden center can be an 
excellent resource to help 
you review your options 
and make a recommenda-
tion. Always ensure you 
choose the right herbicide 
to avoid any costly mis-
takes. 

Note: Dandelions are 
often regarded as weeds, 
yet they possess many 
positive attributes. The 
juice extracted from the 
plant’s roots is still uti-
lized to treat diabetes and 
enhance blood health, and 
it also serves as a mild 
laxative. During World 
War II, latex was extract-
ed from dandelion roots to 
produce rubber. Further-

definition of a weed: any 
plant that grows where 
it is unwanted. This is 
akin to how a rose might 
be viewed as a weed if it 
were to grow in a wheat 
field. Dandelions are 
among the most recog-
nizable plants, and their 
yellow flowers eventually 

Dandelions have 
taken over my lawn. 
I have tried pulling 

them up by the roots, but 
they keep returning. The 
spray labeled “Dande-
lion Killer” only caused 
them to wilt slightly. What 
should I try next?

With patience, 
you can effective-
ly rid your grass 

lawn of dandelions. Both 
organic and non-organic 
control methods are avail-
able, so let’s start with 
the organic ones. Regu-
larly mowing the lawn 
to prevent the formation 
of puffy seed heads and 
pouring boiling water on 
the plants are two poten-
tial solutions. However, 
manually digging them 
out is the most common 
method. Simply yanking 
them up or cutting off the 
top growth won’t solve 
the problem, as they have 
a long taproot. To suc-
ceed, you must remove 
the taproot entirely; oth-
erwise, they will return. 
Many garden centers offer 
a weeding tool specifical-
ly designed for this pur-
pose, resembling a long 
screwdriver with a “V”-
shaped end, similar to a 
whale’s tail. Hand weed-
ing can become tedious, 
especially depending on 
the extent of the dandeli-
on problem. An effective 
non-organic solution is to 
apply a selective herbicide 
for broadleaf weeds. For 
grass lawns, “Weed and 
Feed” turf products and 
liquid herbicides are the 
primary options, so read 
the instructions carefully. 
Often, applicator error is 
the main reason for poor 
results. Granular products 
are best applied using a 
drop-type spreader rather 
than a hand-held one. It’s 
also crucial to know when 
to water. Typically, you 
should moisten the grass 
first and then withhold 
water for a day or two; 
however, always check 
the label for specific prod-
uct instructions. Many 
brands of liquid herbi-
cides targeting dandelions 
and other broadleaf weeds 
are available, including 
premixed solutions and 
concentrates that require 
mixing before applica-
tion. One of the newer 
lawn herbicides, Bayer 

Q

A
more, the foliage of dan-
delions is more nutritious 
than spinach, boasting 
high levels of vitamins 
A and C, along with 
other essential nutrients. 
Despite these benefits, 
dandelions are considered 
undesirable in lawns, 
aligning with the classic 

Dandelions Are Called Weeds, but they Have Many Attributes 

By Greg Hume - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=17890537

Paints

Pest & Garden Batteries

Fluorescent
 Bulbs

Propane

Oil, Gasoline,
Auto Fluids

Cleaners

Sharps
Containers

Electronics & 
Small Appliances

Medicine

Registration required, visit:
Se requiere registro, visite:

Free drop-o� for your
toxic household items:

Sunday, May 4
domingo, 4 de mayo

9 AM - 1 PM
San Leandro, CA

Entrega gratuita de sus artículos domésticos tóxicos:

www.StopWaste.org/hhw-sanleandro

develop into puffballs 
containing seeds, which 
are dispersed by the wind 
or by children who delight 
in watching the feathery 
material float away as 
they blow on them.

Buzz Bertolero is a Cal-

ifornia Certified Nursery 
Professional. The Dirt Gar-
dener’s website can be found 
at www.dirtgardener.com, 
and any questions can be 
directed to buzz@dirtgarde-
mer.com. Additionally, please 
modify your spam filter to 
ensure my reply is received.

Historic 
Bal Theatre

Sat., May 10, 2025      
7:30 PM • San Leandro

SWEETNOTES US 
CONCERT

Signature harmonies
Tickets at: 

baltheatre.com and
Ticketmaster.com

510-614-7700

Do You Need

           TECH
   HELP?
ARE SMART DEVICES DRIV-
ING YOU CRAZY? CALL DAN 
THE TECH CONSULTANT!

HOME OR BUS-
INESS SUPPORT

• Computer
• iPhone / iPad
• Smart TV
• Internet, Wi-fi,
Printer, Net-
working, etc.

                 510.376.1589
      dan@xzault.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

CONCRETE SERVICE

*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio, 
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete, 
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1054154. Milo  
510-502-9336.

S.L. CONCRETE SERVICE Drive-
ways, Sidewalks, Stamped Con-
crete, Retaining Walls, Tree and 
Drain Service. Lic.#982202. 510-
856-8937.

FENCES/DECKS

*SPECIALIZING IN WOOD FEN-
CES, DECKS & RETAINING 
WALLS. Replace or repair paved 
walkways, yard cleaning, tree work, 
brush removal (fire prevention... don’t 
get insurance cancelled). Insured & 
Bonded #8189. Jerry 510-410-2427.

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

GARDENING

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

GGARDENINGARDENING/T/TREEREE SSERVICEERVICE

NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing, trees, cleanup, haul-
ing, FREE  estimates. 510 512-5857.

GIVEAWAYS

FREE - Curio cabinet in perfect con-
dition. Call 510-292-7258.

HANDYMAN SERVICE

HANDYMAN 15 years in home serv-
ice. Senior discounts, all phases re-
pairs. Rick 510-813-2599.

HOME REPAIRS 35 years experi-
ence. Painting, Carpentry, Roof/ 
Fence Repair, Landscaping, Hauling, 
etc. Senior Discount. 510-427-0455.

HAULING SERVICE

HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

MISC. FOR SALE

DAMANAKIS NURSERY BIG SALE
on most Trees & Shrubs: 1 gal Shrub 
Reg $12 sale $5.95, 5 gal Shrub Reg 
$30 sale $12.95, 5 gal Trees Reg 
$58 sale $25, 15 gal Trees Reg $120 
sale $65, 24 gal Trees Reg $225 sale 
$125. LOTS MORE Specials to 
choose from at our Nursery. Call for 
more info at 510-538-4039 or (cell) 
510-589-6311.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

IF YOUR GARAGE SALE IS
RAINED OUT, WE'LL RUN
YOUR AD AGAIN FOR NO
EXTRA CHARGE.  SLTimes

To Place a Garage Sale Ad 614-1558

REAL ESTATE
MOBILE HOMES

Single Wide for sale in beautiful
mobile home park near schools,
shopping, BART, library. Price is
negotiable. Angela 510-388-8105 or
Joshua 510-731-7727.

The City of San Leandro is now 
accepting online applications for:

Recreation Services Manager -
$11,775 - $14,312/month

For more detailed information, 
please visit www.sanleandro.org. 

EOE

HELP WANTED

GARAGE SALES

LARGE GARAGE/ VINTAGE SALE
5/3, 10am-3pm. No Earlybirds. 

2553 Nordell Ave., Castro Valley.
CASH ONLY! COME ON BUY!

Thanks to our many Readers who
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
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RENTALS

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

RENTALS/RV SPACES

RV/ Trailer space in San Leandro 
and Oakland& Hayward. $975/ 
month.  Call  510-481-9901.

SERVICES

HANDYMAN & CONTRACTORS 
You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $30 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save $5 by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

TREE SERVICE

*A CAREFUL TREE    SERVICE.  
Certified. Arborist. Lic.#694067. Trim-
ming, Removals. FREE Estimates. 
Bonded.  Call  510-581-7377.

YOUR INFO

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

NEED
REMODELING?

How about a
new kitchen or

bath? Check
the TIMES

"Classified Ads" &
The TIMES "Home

Service" ads for
help!

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558



Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number, 
and must be under 300 words. Letters can be edited for clarity or 
length. Letters are the views of the author and not necessarily the 
views of the newspaper or its advertisers. E-mail letters to: letters@
ebpublishing.com or send by mail to: The Editor, San Leandro 
Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577. 

LETTERS to the EDITOR

OPINION
San Leandro Times10 THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2025

The Value of Public Education
Editor,

I enjoyed reading about Halkin 
Elementary school third graders’ 
field trip to the San Leandro Histo-
ry Museum. This local program is 
a true gem, and our city is fortunate 
to have such a resource. 

I have fond memories of my 
own kids enjoying this field trip 
during their elementary school 
days! I also loved to read about 
CPR training at the middle schools 
was great – good things happen in 
our local schools.

The San Leandro Education 
Foundation is proud to fund the 
San Leandro History Museum 
field trips for all 3rd and 4th grade 
classes in SLUSD, with the help of 
local sponsors like the Rotary Club 
of San Leandro, among others. 

In these uncertain times, and 
with public education under attack, 
it’s more important than ever to 
preserve access to enriching and 
inspiring education opportunities. 
I am so proud to live in a commu-
nity that values education, a city 
that provides excellent resources 
like the museum and the libraries, 
and to have so many local business 
partners and families who make a 
difference.  

I urge others to help give stu-
dents opportunities by supporting 
SLED and other youth-focused 
non-profits in San Leandro when 
they can. It will make a difference 
to not only the students, but it also 
strengthens our community. 

Kate Miller
San Leandro

Kate Miller is the Executive 
Director of the 

San Leandro 
Education Foundation

Crime Is Down
Editor,

The city should consider 
purchasing a few digital signs to 
highlight the drop in crime. I have 
heard people in San Leandro say 
they are affraid to go out in public 
because of crime. 

Yet crime is down according 
to the FBI who keep stats on the 
issue. Vilolent crime is down 15 
percent, murders down 26 percent, 
rapes 25 percent, robberies 17 
percent and property crime down 
15 percent.

Digital sign costs are also down 
and they are everywhere. Most 

public schools in the city have one. 
If citizens in the city feel safer 
because of seeing these stats, that’s 
a quality-of-life improvement and 
the city should use them. Unfor-
tunately the TV stations live by 
the mantra “if it bleeds it leads. ” 
This translates into more eyeballs 
for the stations and more eyeballs 
means more advertisers. When they 
say they are serious about crime 
they mean they are serious because 
crime news will bring in more 
revenue.

Also conservatives worry more 
about crime than non conservatives 
so a conservative Democrat might 
be easier to swing for a Republican 
candidate if they think their area 
is plagued by crime.Trump often 
boasts that he will bring down the 
crime rate which plays into this 
mindset.

The city could place a few 
digital signs arround town high-
lighting the crime numbers I listed 
above.Many crimes are tragic and 
we shouldn’t dismiss the need to 
emphatize with victims but a sig-
nificant part of community safety 
involves people feeling that our 
police department is moving in the 
right direction.

The digital signs could even 
occasionally include a brief quote 
from elected officials about their 
perspective on the issue which 
I’m sure many have given serious 
thought to given the time the coun-
cil spends on the issue and public 
safety budgeting.

Craig Williams
San Leandro

Ruling Behind Closed Doors
Editor,

“Stand and Speak Together” 
writes Patty Breslin (Letters to the 
Editor, April 24, 2025). We  stood 
and spoke last year, electing, in a 
landslide, His Excellency Donald 
J. Trump for President. So, stop the 
losers’ whining. 

This is the cry of the supporters 
who applauded the vandalizing of 
cities in 2020, and now the van-
dalizing of cars and the criminal 
invaders of U.S. borders who were 
never punished, while more than 
a thousand protesters against the 
fraudulent Democrats’ regime were 
prosecuted and jailed. Now, they’re 
talking about “due process” and 
“clemency.”

The San Leandro City Council 

is a good example of Democrats’ 
ruling: Public meetings are can-
celled often and, when they take 
place, fewer and fewer council 
members attend. At the last City 
Council meeting three council 
member were absent. The reason 
for it is that most of the city’s 
issues are resolved behind closed 
doors, then brought up for ratifi-
cation to the public meeting for a 
seven “yes” votes. 

The City Council’s sycophants 
have nothing to say about this. 
They’re too busy criticizing the 
president elected in a landslide. 
They’re the ones who painted the 
city with the “Black Lives Matter” 
slogan and applauded the boarded 
up downtown businesses.

Leo T. West
San Leandro

Why District Elections 
Are Better

Editor,
In the letters-to-the-editor 

section of the April 24 edition, 
reader Brent Heath takes exception 
to Robert Bulatao’s efforts to bring 
district elections to San Leandro. I 
want to take a moment to explain 
why district elections would be a 
significant step forward for our city.

Localized Representation: 
When each district elects its repre-
sentative, the unique needs of every 
neighborhood have a better chance 
of being heard. 

Growing up below East 14th 
Street, I often felt that certain parts 
of San Leandro were overlooked. 
District elections would ensure that 
all areas—especially historically 
underrepresented areas—get a seat 
at the table.

Improved Diversity: District 
elections can open the door for 
more diverse representation, partic-
ularly for geographically concen-
trated communities. 

This matters in San Leandro, 
where Asian Americans make up 
38% of the population but hold just 
one seat on the City Council—only 
14%. If memory serves, we’ve 
only had one other Asian American 
council member in the past. That’s 
not reflective of our city, and it 
needs to change.

Cost-Effective Campaigning: 
Running citywide is expensive and 
discourages grassroots candidates. 
With district elections, candidates 
only need to reach voters in their 
local area, making campaigns more 
accessible and affordable. In the 
last election, three candidates ran 
unopposed—including one who 
missed five or six City Council 
meetings in a row. In the only 
contested race, it was the same two 
candidates from the previous three 
election cycles. Lowering barriers 
to entry can help revitalize our 
local democracy.

Enhanced Accountability: 
When elected officials represent 
smaller, defined areas, they become 

more responsive to their constit-
uents’ specific concerns, building 
stronger, more accountable local 
leadership.

San Leandro deserves a more 
inclusive, representative, and 
responsive government. It’s time 
to stop stalling and move to district 
elections.

Mike Santos
San Leandro

Due Process
Editor,

There are many reasons that 
Trump’s immigration rhetoric and 
actions are damaging to all immi-
grants, and resist the idea that mass 
deportations make us safer. Firstly, 
people detained need due process. 
Without due process, how could 
someone ever defend themself in 
case of an unrightful detention? 

Trump has shown that he will 
target tourists, undocumented 
immigrants, permanent residents, 
international students, asylum 
seekers, and folks throughout the 
so-called “legal” way. 

Many don’t even realize they 
are undocumented until applying 
to college. There was even a case 
of a 66-year-old unknowingly 
Canadian-born American who lived 
his whole life expecting to receive 
Social Security that only came to 
know that he was undocumented 
the whole time. 

These aren’t criminals and 
removing them from our country 
does not make us safer. Other im-
migrants might now be encouraged 
to commit more hit-and-runs, avoid 
schools and hospitals, less likely to 
report violent crimes to police. 

You speak of criminals and 
violent offenders, no one believes 
a murderer should go free — well, 
no one except Trump, judging 
by his decision to pardon the J6 
rioters. Good people are being 
deported and we are all less safe 
because of it. 

Erick Gutierrez
San Leandro

Misguided City Policy
Editor,

A business with no sign is a 
sign of no business. Given the fact 
that 99 percent of businesses fail 
in the first year, why would the 
city sign police harass owners of 
businesses.

You want to clean East 14th 
Street, start with garbage, litter, 
couches, abandoned cars and 
graffiti. After that, you can contact 
property owners, not business own-
ers, and have them invest in some 
paint and landscaping.

We have people selling fruit on 
corners, cooking chicken and ribs, 
guys driving golf carts all over 
town selling. It seems the person 
who hangs up a single and does it 
by the book gets bullied by the city. 

A business will evolve many 
times just to survive, so if a busi-

ness has to adjust signage, good, let 
them. Support them. Don’t come 
to the front door and threaten to 
fine people just because you can. 
You’re not the one putting that key 
in the door every day. 

Larry Arnold
San Leandro

A Complicated Issue
Editor,

Corey Anderson (Letters to the 
Editor, April 24, 2025), I under-
stand your passion for this issue, 
but I must respectfully disagree 
with your conclusions. The idea 
that deporting individuals who are 
in this country illegally is inher-
ently beneficial, and that doing so 
somehow makes us safer, oversim-
plifies a complex issue.

First, it’s important to distin-
guish between illegal immigrants 
who are involved in criminal ac-
tivities, and those who are here to 
work, study, or contribute positive-
ly to society. 

The tragic examples you men-
tioned, such as the death of Officer 
Daniel Niemi, are horrifying and 
should not be ignored. However, 
these isolated incidents do not 
represent the entirety of the immi-
grant population, which includes 
many who contribute greatly to 
our communities, including those 
on student visas like the one who 
helped Bruce Joffe’s father.

It’s also critical to note that a 
student visa holder who followed 
the legal path to enter and stay in 
the U.S. is not the same as an indi-
vidual who has crossed the border 
illegally or is involved in criminal 
activities. We need to maintain a 
sense of balance when discussing 
immigration, focusing on effective 
enforcement against criminals 
while not punishing those who 
abide by the law.

Demonizing entire groups of 
people based on the actions of 
a few is counterproductive and 
unjust. As much as we need to safe-
guard our communities, we should 
also remain mindful of the humani-
ty of those seeking a better life.

In the end, we can make this 
country safer without resorting to 
blanket deportations that ignore 
the nuances of immigration laws 
and the lives of those who respect 
them. 

Dan Winer 
San Leandro 

Where’s the Ban on 
Election Signs?

Editor,
A sign in the window is nothing 
new.
Now owners need help from the 
ACLU.
Each November, council folks as 
well as their reps
Drop election signs all over my 
front doorsteps.

George Z. Banks
San Leandro
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Wildfires: Have emergency supplies at home and at work 
continued from front page

Trainer Ron Halog talks to the crowd at the emergency preparedness meeting 
sponsored by Assemblymember Liz Ortega at the San Lorenzo Adult School 
on Saturday, April, 26.

PHOTO BY MIKE McGUIRE

Sings: Goes to Hollywood 
continued from front page

“    The  min-
ute a quake 
hits, your 
dishes 
break on 
the floor. 
We don’t 
want peo-
ple walking 
on glass.

— Ron Halog

Kyana Fanene performs on American Idol. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF AMERICAN IDOL 

see SINGS, page 12

Fire Risk in Hills
Some San Leandro and 

Castro Valley residents found 
out within the last few months 
just how flammable experts 
consider our beautiful hills to 
be, when CalFire updated its 
fire-risk maps.

Halog said you could help 
guard against both kinds of 
disasters by “hardening” your 
home against destruction and 
signing up for emergency 
alerts for your community. 
He suggested signing up for 
several counties’ alerts if your 
family is scattered throughout 
the area. He’s even signed up 
for alerts from Hawaii, where 
some of his family members 
live.

“The only downside is 
that you’re notified of every 
coyote that starts running 
around where people live in 
San Mateo County,” he said. 
That’s important information 
for those nearby, but less so 
here across the Bay.

While people have heard 
they should have a “go bag” 
with emergency supplies, 
Halog suggests having ad-

ditional ones at work and in 
your car, or wherever a disas-
ter might catch you without a 
chance to first return home. 
An audience member also 
suggested one for each pet 
as well as each human, since 
animals need to eat in case of 
disaster, too.

Some wildfire risks are 
easy to reduce, Halog said. If 
you have a deck, and you can 
easily store things under it, it 

probably also lets leaves blow 
in. Those provide perfect kin-
dling for a house fire if nearby 
trees catch fire.

Putting a five-foot-wide 
concrete walkway around your 
house increases the house’s 
survivability remarkably com-
pared to having plants touch 
the house, he said. 

Smoke Detectors
Having a working smoke 

detector is also vital, he said. 
The American Red Cross 
“Sound The Alarm” program 
will check your house, for 
free, for smoke detector pro-
tection, and install free smoke 
detectors for you if you need 
them. You can sign up for the 
program at www.redcross.org/
sound-the-alarm.html

Halog also suggested 
checking that fire extinguish-
ers are charged, and that peo-
ple fill a Vial Of Life with 
vital information on yourself 
for emergency responders 
if you’re in no shape to talk 
when they rescue you. You 
leave those on top of your 
refrigerator with a decal on the 
front door alerting responders 

you have one. Halog also 
suggested leaving one inside 
your refrigerator in case the 
emergency is a fire.

Earthquakes present haz-
ards from falling objects and 
blocked exits, Halog said. 
Keep your way out clear of 
obstructions at all times, just 
in case, he said. Put heavy 
items near the floor, not high 
up where they could fall and 
injure you. Secure pictures 
on walls, heavy furniture 

and appliances with straps to 
the wall, and latch guards on 
cupboards and cabinets.

“The minute a quake hits, 
your dishes break on the floor. 
We really don’t want people 
walking on glass in an emer-
gency, especially barefoot,” 
he said. Some disaster experts 
also suggest leaving an old 
pair of shoes by your bed 
overnight for this reason.

You can get more in-
formation on emergency 

preparedness from Alameda 
County’s Emergencies web-
site at www.alamedacoun-
tyca.gov/emergencysite/
emergency-site.htm. Gener-
al preparedness information 
is at www.acgov.org/ready/. 
You can also reach Assem-
blymember Ortega’s website 
at https://a20.asmdc.org/, or 
call her  office with questions 
about specific kinds of help, 
especially from the state, at 
510-583-8818.

ward in my career,” Fanene 
said. “When I was younger I 
hadn’t felt confident enough 
to take the lead. But when I 
did, ‘American Idol’ was one 
thing I pursued to reach my 
goal of knowing who I am as 
an artist.”

The first few auditions for 
the show are done over Zoom, 
long before a contestant gets 
to sing in front of the judges 
in person, let alone be on tele-
vision. More rounds follow in 
person, with some contestants 
being eliminated in each.

Fanene got one of those 
moments every American 
Idol contestant dreams of on 
the March 30 telecast when 
she won her “golden ticket” 
to move on to Hollywood to 
compete in further rounds of 
the show. She had just per-
formed her version of Stan 
Walker’s “Unaware” and was 
awaiting the judges’ verdict. 

“One of the most amazing, 
important things in a great 
singer is the first note,” judge 
Luke Bryan told her. “And 
your first note you hit just 
filled the room up.” 

The praise continued with 
judge Lionel Richie.

“You turned into that little 
artist thing, where you went 
into your own vibe, into your 

Deer Creek Funeral Service
Cremation Services

Castro Valley Office
Please call (510) 317-7890

Jayspencer29@yahoo.com
FD1505 fdr651 For more info call KShedd at 510-333-8478
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Sings: First talent show at Corvallis School started everything 
continued from page 11

“    Amer-
ican Idol 
was one 
thing I did 
to reach 
my goal of 
knowing 
who I am 
as an 
artist.

— Kyana Fanene

E-Waste  & Document 
Shredding Fundraiser

First United Methodist  
Church, 1600 Bancroft Ave., 
will hold an e-waste and doc-
ument shredding fundraiser 
on Saturday, May 17, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Enter parking 
lot from Dolores St. Shred 
documents and dispose of your 
E-waste – computers, laptops, 
printers, copiers, DVD play-
ers, and support the Senior 
Club by doing so. Collection 
fees apply. 

own thing, and it was actually 
wonderful to watch,” Richie 
said.

The third judge, Carrie 
Underwood, said “You are 
very easy breezy. You’re doing 
a lot of things vocally that are 
very beautiful.”

Fanene only needed two 
“yes” votes to go on to Hol-
lywood, but she got all three.

Her interest in music be-
gan early, in kindergarten at 
Corvallis School. Like many 
who have done well in a field, 
Fanene credits a teacher.

“My teacher Ms. Pam Fob-
ert put on the first-ever talent 
show there,” Fanene said. 
“It was literally the start of 
everything. She made sure I 
harnessed my talents.”

Fanene continued on at 

Washington Manor Middle 
School, but auditioned and 
got accepted at the Oakland 
School for the Arts, a visual 
and performing arts charter 
school in Oakland.

“I decided to focus more 
fully on music,”  Fanene said. 

Oakland School of the Arts 
works in association with the 
Fox Theater in downtown 
Oakland where Fanene sang 

on stage and was in an a 
capella group, Vocal Rush. 
That group earned one of the 
top spots in NBC television’s 
reality singing competition 
show “The Sing Off.”

Fanene was the artist in 
residence for one season of 
the popular College Notes 
program at the Lesher Center 
for the Arts in Walnut Creek. 
Her biography there described 

her as “a rising Pop/R&B, 
Hawaiian and Samoan artist.”

Getting even more serious 
about music than she was 
in high school, Fanene won 
a scholarship to attend the 
Berklee School of Music, 
one of America’s top music 
schools, located in Boston. 
She performed with Berklee’s 
a capella group Pitch Slapped. 

That exposure gained her 

several singing and acting 
roles in movies such as 2022 
Best Picture Oscar winner 
“CODA,” “It’s All True” and 
“Daddy’s Home 2.”

One thing Fanene, who is 
of Polynesian ancestry, gets to 
keep from her experience on 

“American Idol” was meet-
ing her Hawaiian family for 
the first time earlier in April. 
That followed her performing 
on ‘Idol’ at the Disney Aulani 
Resort in Ko Olina.

She performed a cover 
of Stan Walker’s “I Am” in 
the Maori language, getting 
a thunderous response from 
the crowd.

Fanene not making the 
Top 20 leaves Dublin’s Filo 
as the only remaining Bay 
Area contestant on this year’s 
“American Idol.”

The Top 14 were an-
nounced on Monday, May 
21, with further eliminations 
getting down first to the Top 
12 and eventually the finalists 
on May 18.

In an email, Fanene said of 
not making the Top 20, “It’s 
totally okay! I am just blessed 
to have done it.”

She’s still making plans 
for the next steps in her career.

“I would adore to come to 
the bay and perform,” Kyana 
Fanene said in the email. “I 
just gotta see what’s out there 
for me. Until then, I am very 
active on social media. My 
handle on everything is @
itskyanafanene.”

MAY 17, 2025

REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Register your home at

SanLeandro.org/CitywideGarageSale 
or call 510-577-3440

Registration closes May 2nd

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE
CITY WIDECITY WIDE

City of San Leandro Recycling Program 

Let go of clutter! Earn extra cash! This city sponsored
event aims to promote the reuse of unwanted

household goods. Participating households will be
provided free advertising in the San Leandro Times.
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