Full time, Part time and Funded Sessions for 0-5 year old children.

Before and After School Care with transport.

Wimg @hild@ar@ @@ntr@ Holiday club for school age children.

03.09.2021
Dear Parents/ Carers
The information below is the current government position relating to Covid. We have Highlighted the main

points relating to Early Years settings so you understand how we are expected to proceed from September
2021.

Adults and children will be free to return to work, attend school, and meet friends and family
as the protection from vaccines replaces the need for contact isolation from Monday.

From: Department of Health and Social Care and The Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP Published 11 August 2021

o instead of self-isolating, those who are double jabbed and under 18s identified as close contacts of
positive coronavirus (COVID-19) cases are advised to get a free polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
test as soon as possible

« Protection from remarkable vaccine roll-out allows more freedoms, with over three quarters of adults
now double jabbed

From Monday 16 August, people who are double jabbed or aged under 18 will no longer be legally required
to self-isolate if they are identified as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. The change was
announced last month, as part of step 4 of the government’s COVID-19 roadmap. With 75% of people
having received both doses of the vaccine, the majority of adults will no longer need to self-isolate if they
are contacts.

As of Monday, double-jabbed individuals and under 18s who are identified as close contacts by NHS Test
and Trace will be advised to take a PCR test as soon as possible to check if they have the virus and for
variants of concern. People can order a PCR home test online or by calling 119, or going to a test site.

As double-jabbed people identified as close contacts are still at risk of being infected, people are advised to
consider other precautions such as wearing a face covering in enclosed spaces, and limit contact with other
people, especially with anyone who is clinically extremely vulnerable. They will not be required to self-
isolate while they wait for the results of the PCR test.

Double-vaccinated adults will no longer be required to self-isolate from Monday, as long as they received
their final dose of an MHRA-approved vaccine in the UK vaccination programme at least 14 days prior to
contact with a positive case.

Anyone who tests positive following the PCR test will still be legally required to self-isolate, irrespective of
their vaccination status or age in order to break onward chains of transmission. Meanwhile anyone who
develops COVID-19 symptoms should self-isolate and get a PCR test, and remain in isolation until the
result comes back.

Removing self-isolation for under 18s comes ahead of thousands of pupils and students returning to school
and college for the autumn term, and is crucial step to reduce disruption to education and keep children in
the classroom.


https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health-and-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/sajid-javid

In line with step 4, ‘bubbles’ will end for all children under 18, social distancing will no longer be necessary,
and schools will not need to stagger start and finish times. Two on-site tests should be taken by each
secondary school and college student on return, followed by twice-weekly testing at home. The government
will review testing requirements by the end of September.

HS COVID-19 app

Updates will be made to the COVID-19 app to align with the changing requirements to self-isolation. App
users identified as a close contact who confirm that they are double vaccinated or under 18 not need to self-
isolate and will be given advice to book a PCR test.

If someone is called by NHS Test and Trace and told they are a contact, they will be asked their age and
their vaccination status. If using the NHS COVID-19 app, people will be asked to self-declare if they are
under 18 or double vaccinated.

Background information

The following groups of people identified as close contacts will no longer be required to self-isolate. If their
self-isolation period began before 16 August and was due to end after 16 August, they will be able to leave
self-isolation on 16 August:

o double-vaccinated adults: those who received their final dose of an MHRA-approved vaccine in the
UK vaccination programme at least 14 days prior to contact with a positive case

« children and young people: those under the age of 18 years. Those turning 18 will be treated in the
same way as children until the age of 18 years and 6 months, to allow them time to get vaccinated

« clinical trial participants: those who have taken part in — or are currently taking part in —an MHRA-
approved COVID-19 vaccine clinical trial. Those who received their final dose of an MHRA-
approved vaccine in the UK vaccination programme, at least 14 days prior to contact with a positive
case.

o medical exemptions: those who can evidence that they cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons.

« as with double vaccinated adults, children under 5 who are close contacts of a positive case will
instead be advised to take a PCR test. If the PCR test is positive they will need to self-isolate, as any
other positive case

o children who are aged under 5 years old who are identified as close contacts would only be advised
to take a PCR test if the positive case is in their own household

I hope this information has been useful

Thank you for your cooperation

et

Marilyn Beal

Twixus Principal
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