FALSELY CONDEMNED

John 18:1-19:15


 I.
OUR LORD JESUS WAS ARRESTED. John 18:1-12
A. His Departure. (18:1) The Lord Jesus crossed the brook Cedron and entered Gethsemane. John’s gospel is silent concerning our Lord’s agony in the garden. 
B. His Deity. (17:2-9) 

1. The Coming of Judas. (17:2-3) Judas “knew the place” and he came with a significant band of well-armed men. They were prepared to take the Lord by force. However, he did not resist. 

2. The Comprehension of Jesus. (17:4-9) Jesus Christ knows all things. He knew that a band of soldiers was coming and he knew why. So, he went forth and said, “Whom seek ye?” This was for the protection of his disciples. His foes answered with contempt, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Our Lord responded, “I am he.” With this response, the armed men fell to the ground. They understood his words. “I AM” is the name of Jehovah (Exodus 3:14); he overcame them with one statement. Our Lord could have easily resisted them, but he did not (John 10:18). Jesus went with them willingly, but he first secured the release of his apostles. 
Exodus 3:14, “And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.”

John 10:18, “No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.”

C. His Defender. (18:10-12) Peter reacted. He had said that he was willing to die and he meant it (Luke 22:23). He drew his sword and “smote the high priest’s servant.” The servant’s name was Malchus and Peter’s blow severed his right ear. Our Lord restrained Peter and said, “the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” His words are reminiscent of Gethsemane. Then Jesus defused the situation by healing the servant’s ear and they arrested him.
Luke 22:33, “And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death.”

Luke 22:35, “And he said unto them, When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. 36 Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.”
II. OUR LORD JESUS WAS ARRAIGNED.  John 18:13-19:15

A. Before the Priests. (18:13-27)

1. The Tribunal. (18:13-14) “And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year.” Annas had occupied the office of high priest in Jerusalem from 6 to 15 AD. However, he continued to exert power through his son-in-law, Caiaphas, who was the high priest at the time. Together they led this unjust Jewish trial. 
2. The Trial. (18:15-27) 

(a) The Disciples. (18:15-18) Peter followed as they took Jesus to the palace of the high priest. Another disciple who was known accompanied him to the high priest. The unnamed disciple was probably John and he made arrangements for Peter to enter. However, when Peter was confronted he denied even being a disciple.
(b) The Defense. (18:19-24) Our Lord Jesus was first taken to Annas for an unofficial interrogation. He did this to gain information for his case. “The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine.” Jesus ignored the question about his disciples but responded concerning his doctrine. He said, “…I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing.” A temple officer struck Jesus with his palm. The Lord Jesus then turned to the office and challenged him to state a legal charge. Next Jesus was delivered to Caiaphas.
(c) The Denial. (18:25-27) Meanwhile, Peter stood warming himself with the wrong crowd. He was recognized two more times and he denied each time. “Immediately the cock crew” as the Lord had said (Matt. 26:34) and Peter remembered. Additionally, he saw the Lord’s face, he went out and wept bitterly (Luke 22:61-62).
John 18:5, “They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.”

Psalms 1:1, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.”

Psalms 2:2, “The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, 3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.”
B. Before the Procurator. (18:28-19:15)

1. The Accusation. (18:28-32) Early in the morning Jesus Christ was brought before Pontius Pilate. Note the hypocrisy of the Jewish leaders. “They themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled.” However, they were not above murder! These verses imply that the priests desired our Lord’s execution by crucifixion fulfilling his very words (John 12:32-33, Psalm 22:16, Zechariah 12:10).
2. The Examination. (18:33-40) Pilate’s examination consists of several questions.
(a) “Art thou the King of the Jews?” (18:33)

(b) “Am I a Jew?” (18:35a)

(c) “What hast thou done?” (18:35b)

(d) “Art thou a king then?” (18:37)

(e) “What is truth?” (18:38)

(f) “But…will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews?” (18:39) 

3. The Persecution. (19:1-3) There was a scourging (19:1) and then a scoffing (19:2-3). This was a trial by scourging and it was designed to provoke some admission of wrongdoing. Some died as a result of scourging and many were maimed for life. Pilate had our Lord scourged after declaring him innocent.
4. The Condemnation. (19:4-15) 

(a) As the Son of Man. (19:4-6)

(b) As the Son of God. (19:7-9)

(c) As the Son of David. (19:10-15)

Hebrews 12:2, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

Hebrews 12:3, “For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.”

Hebrews 12:4, “Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.”
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