THE WORK CONFIRMED

Luke 5


INTRODUCTION.  The miracles of Jesus Christ confirmed his work. 

Acts 2:22, “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:”

I. THE WORK CONFIRMED.  Verses 1-16
A. He Controls the Fish. (Verses 1-11)  

1. The Request. (Verses 1-4)  Our Lord taught from the deck of Simon Peter’s ship on the lake of Gennesaret. He was only a short distance from the shore and the assembly of hearers pressed about the lake’s edge. The acoustical properties of this arrangement would have been excellent on a calm day and everyone heard “the word of God” clearly. Then the Lord asked Peter to launch out into the deep, and let down the nets.  Please note the progression of our Lord’s requests: (1) “thrust out a little from the land” (2) “Launch out into the deep” and (3) “let down your nets.”
2. The Reward. (Verses 5-10)  Peter was an experienced fisherman and he had “toiled all the night” with no results. He was reluctant to lower his nets, but he was affected by the Lord’s teaching. So, Peter let down one net. Suddenly, the net was filled to overflowing and began to break. He called to the Zebedee brothers for help and they joined Peter with their vessel. The catch was so great that both ships began to sink. This was abnormal and Peter knew it. James and John were also astounded. It could only occur by the power of God. This was a miracle and it confirmed everything that Jesus had taught that day. Peter rightly fell down at the feet of Jesus Christ and said, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” Our Lord graciously said, “Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.”
3. The Result. (Verse 11)  When the fishing partners returned to land, “they forsook all, and followed him.” It was the best day of fishing they ever had, but they walked away from it and entered the ministry.  Glory to God!
B. He Cleanses the Leper. (Verses 12-16)  

1. The Case. (Verse 12) Our Lord Jesus was “in a certain city” and he saw a leper. The unnamed city was perhaps Chorazin or Bethsaida (Luke 10:13).  Dr. Luke described the man as “full of leprosy” and his condition was repulsive. Leprosy is an illustration of sin, which is also repulsive. When the leper saw the Lord Jesus, he fell down on his face and said, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.”
2. The Cure. (Verse 13)  Leprosy was incurable and the Old Testament Law demanded segregation. No one should touch or come in contact with a leper in any way. Jesus touched him and said, “I will: be thou clean” (Mark 1:41). The leper was immediately cleansed by the “power of his word” (Heb. 1:3).
3. The Command. (Verse 14)  Jesus charged the cleansed man to tell no man because it was not time for our Lord to be fully revealed. Compare John 2:4 and 13:1. However, Jesus sent him to the priest. According to Leviticus 14:4, the priest could examine the man and declare him clean with an offering of two birds. In this way the cleansed man could be readmitted into society. This ordinance had probably not been applied since the days of Miriam.
4. The Consequences. (Verses 15-16) The leper was cleansed and his life was changed. He could not contain himself and he broke the Lord’s command (Mark 1:45).  The fame of our Lord was spread abroad and multitudes came to him for healing. He finally went “into the wilderness and prayed.”
Luke 10:13, “Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.”

Mark 1:41, “And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean.”

Leviticus 14:4, “Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop:”

John 2:4, “Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.”

John 13:1, “Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.”
II. THE WORK CRITICIZED.  Verses 17-39

A. The Silent Criticism. (Verses 17-26)  

1. The Place. (Verse 17)  Jesus taught from a house in Capernaum and a multitude attended. The assembly was diverse, but it included some “doctors of the law” from Jerusalem. They were skeptical.
2. The Problems. (Verses 18-24)

(a) The Material Problem. (Verses 18-19)  Four friends brought a man sick with the palsy (paralysis), but they could not enter the house for the multitude. So, they climbed up on the roof, removed ceiling tiles and lowered their sick friend into the presence of our Lord.
(b) The Moral Problem. (Verse 20) The moral problem is sin. This man was brought for healing, but Jesus first met his spiritual need.  He said, “Man, thy sins be forgiven thee.”
(c) The Mental Problem. (Verse 21-22) The scribes and the Pharisees said nothing, but they began to reason in their hearts, “Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?” Their premise was correct, but their conclusion was wrong.  Sin is first against God (Psalm 51:4) and only God can forgive sin.  However, Jesus is God and he said with authority, “thy sins be forgiven thee.” These scribes viewed our Lord only as a man. Therefore, they believed him to be guilty of blasphemy and this would ultimately be their justification for his crucifixion. Jesus knew their thoughts in verse 22 and he confronted them.
3. The Proof. (Verses 23-25a)  Our Lord asked them a question, “Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk?”  Which is greater, forgiveness or healing? The spiritual need is greater and Jesus addressed it first.  However, he also met the physical need and healed this paralytic man.  The healing confirmed our Lord’s authority and “they were all amazed” in verse 26.
4. The Praise. (Verses 25b-26)  Everyone was amazed, even the skeptics. They all glorified God and they were filled with fear. They said, “We have seen strange things to day.” However, the “Pharisees and doctors of the law” continued to monitor our Lord’s activities.
B. The Spoken Criticism. (Verses 27-39) 
1. He ignored their religious prejudices. (Verses 27-32)

(a) The Reputation. (Verse 27a) Levi (Matthew) was a publican. Publicans were Jewish renegades and considered traitors. They were excluded from all Jewish religious activities.
(b) The Invitation. (Verses 27b-28) Jesus called Matthew into the ministry. He said, “Follow me.”  Matthew left a profitable occupation and followed him.
(c) The Communication. (Verse 29) In spite of his reputation, Matthew’s heart was right. He introduced Jesus to all of his disreputable friends with a feast at his home.
(d) The Accusation. (Verses 30-32) For this, the “scribes and Pharisees” accused our Lord of an improper fellowship with “publicans and sinners.” Jesus responded with the illustration of the physician and he said, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Jesus Christ taught separation (Matthew 18:17), but he did nothing improper at Matthew’s home. He was there to minister and he in no wise compromised sanctification.
2. He ignored their religious practices. (Verses 33-35)

(a) The Accusation. (Verse 33) The Pharisees and John’s disciples were given to much fasting. Our Lord was accused of not fasting and therefore, being less spiritual.
(b) The Illustration. (Verse 34)  The Lord Jesus responded with the illustration of a wedding. It is not a time for fasting, but for feasting. With the bridegroom present there is no fasting.
(c) The Explanation. (Verse 35) Jesus is the bridegroom. Fasting was not appropriate while he was present. Imagine that. Our Lord enjoys fellowship with his followers! But in his absence, fasting is appropriate. This event demonstrates a difference between the ministry of John the Baptist and our Lord. See Matthew 11:18-19.
CONCLUSION:  Parables.  (Verses 36-39) The Lord Jesus gave an illustration of repairing a garment with an improper piece of fabric and an illustration of placing new wine in old wineskins. Both illustrations were common to the time and each illustrated the impropriety of fasting in the presence of Jesus Christ. Verse 39 applied to the Pharisees. They drank the old wine of their traditions. They believed the old was better and they would not “straightway” desire the new wine. However, they were so wrong. Our Lord’s new wine is the best!  

Matthew 26:29, “But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”
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