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Sunday, December 15, 2019 - Third Sunday of Advent 
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Friday, December 20, 2019   

 
Saturday, December 21, 2019  

 
Sunday, December 22, 2019 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK 



3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                      SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019 



Parish News                    

STEWARDSHIP 
 

December 8, 2019 - $11,341 
Thank you for your continued generosity  

Minister Schedule

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL 
Tuesday, December 24  4:00pm ~ 10:00pm 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 

Wednesday, December 25  
8:00am ~ 10:00am~ 12noon 

 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY  - MASS 

(Holy Day of Obligation) 
Wednesday, January 1, 2020 -  10:00am 

FOR YOUR SAFETY AND FOR THE 
SAFETY OF OTHERS, PLEASE 

ENTER AND EXIT THE CHURCH 
PARKING LOT AS DESIGNATED 
BY THE POSTED SIGNS.  THIS IS 

ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT BEFORE AND AFTER 
MASS TO AVOID COLLISIONS AND KEEP THE 

TRAFFIC MOVING.  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 

 
Parish Office  

Holiday Hours 
December 23 9am-3pm 

December 24 & 25 Office Closed 
December 26 Office Closed 
December 27 9am-1:30pm 

December 30 9am-3pm 
December 31 9am-1pm 

 
Telephone 630-629-5810 

Are you aware that our Pastoral 
Care Ministers 

 will come to your home to 
visit and bring Communion to 

the elderly, sick and homebound? 
 

Call  the parish office at 630-629-5810  
to schedule an appointment OR to 

advise us of a prolonged hospital or rehab stay. 
Father Jose is also available to visit. 

Pauline Mitchell is our Minister of Care 
contact  



Vince Zaprzal 
Director of Parish Ministries, Religious Education & Facilities 

630-953-4415       VZaprzal@AscensionOfOurLord.net 

Women’s Advent Tea 
Last Saturday, we hosted our third annual Women’s Advent Tea!  All 48 seats were sold out!  
Paula Rooney did a wonderful job leading us on our Advent journey of “Miracles of Faith”!  
Please see the back inside cover for some wonderful pictures of our time together! 
 
Liturgical Minister Reminder 
Those who serve as liturgical ministers at our weekend Masses are asked to sign up using the 
MSP program to assist at the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses.  If you are not able 
to long into MSP, please contact Vince or Tina at the parish office. 
 
Continued Prayers 
This past Tuesday, those prepared for the Sacrament of Reconciliation were able to  
participate for the very first time!  Our 3rd-8th graders also participated in the Sacrament.  
Please continue to keep those who went for the first time in your prayers. 
 
Our 8th graders are on their Confirmation Retreat on Saturday, December 14th at Christ the 
King Parish.  Our Confirmation date is set for Wednesday, February 5th, 2020.  Please keep 
our 8th graders in your prayers as well! 
 
Today’s Readings on this Third Sunday of Advent 
The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin 
word meaning “rejoice.” This Sunday is so named because “Rejoice” is the first word in the 
entrance antiphon for today's Mass taken from Philippians 4:4,5: “Rejoice in the Lord  
always; again I say, rejoice! The Lord is near.” Some people mark this Sunday on their  
Advent wreath with a pink candle instead of a purple candle. This Sunday is a joyful  
reminder that our salvation is near. 
 
This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent reflection on the person and message of 
John the Baptist. Last week we heard John speak about his relationship to the coming  
Messiah, Jesus. This week, we hear Jesus' message to John the Baptist, now in prison, about 
the signs of the kingdom found in Jesus' ministry and Jesus' assessment of John's role in the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of John's arrest in chapter 14:3-12. In today's Gospel, 
John sends word to Jesus from prison, asking if Jesus is the Messiah for whom he has been 
waiting. Jesus responds by pointing to the miracles that he has worked and invites John and 
the other hearers to make their own determination. In his next breath, however, Jesus  
praises John for his role in preparing the way for Jesus. Then Jesus says that all of those who 
work for the Kingdom of God will be as great as John and even greater. 
 
Jesus' message to John about the signs of the kingdom being performed recalls the salvation 
described by the prophet Isaiah. This passage is a reminder that the beginning of salvation is 
already mysteriously present to us, but also yet to be fulfilled. Salvation is already in our 
midst as manifest in the miraculous deeds of Jesus and in the Church. But salvation is also to 
be fulfilled in the coming reign of God. Even as we observe our world today, we can find 
glimpses of God's work among us. Even more, we help to prepare the way for God's kingdom 
by our words and our deeds. This message is indeed a cause for rejoicing. 
Adapted from  



Around the Diocese and Parish Neighborhood 

 
NEEDS AND BEING SATISFIED 



MORE PARISH NEWS 
The  3rd Annual Women’s Advent Tea was last Saturday.  “A Miracle of Faith” was enjoyed by all 
who attended.  Speaker Paula Rooney encouraged all to prepare our hearts as we look forward to  
Christmas.  A Big “Thank You” to La Briola for their generous food donation. 


