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Police Sergeant Maria Faumuina joined the San Leandro Police Department as an intern and worked 
her way up to sergeant. 

PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF SAN LEANDRO 

From Intern to Sergeant: San Leandro 
Native Makes History at SLPD

see MARINA, page 7
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School Board Puts 
Supe on Paid Leave

By Paul Singh
Special to the Times

Abandoned 
Marina Sits Idle, 
But City Council 
Set to Discuss
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For newly promoted San Leandro 
Police Sergeant Maria Faumuina, a 
career in law enforcement began with 
an opportunity her mother happened to 
spot in the San Leandro Times.

Faumuina, a San Leandro native, was 

Vocalists, instrumentalists, 
and everyone  who enjoys lis-
tening to live music  is invited 
to “Play Music on the Porch”  
on Saturday Aug. 29, from 10 
a.m. to noon at First United 
Methodist Church, 1600 Ban-
croft Ave.  

The outdoor labyrinth 

courtyard, facing Bancroft 
Avenue, will be the porch.  

Play Music on the Porch 
Day:  (https://playmusicon-
theporchday.com/) is a world-
wide celebration of music 
– playing music and sharing 
music simply for the joy of it.  

Rev. Myeong Shin Nam 

Play Music on the Porch at 
First United Methodist Church

Gabriel Arthuletta, a waiter 
at Horatio`s restaurant next to 
the San Leandro Marina, said 
that customers keep asking 
him about what’s happening 
with the marina.

“They’re just like, where’s 
the boats?” Arthuletta said.

The San Leandro Marina 
has been closed off for years 
and there were plans to ren-
ovate the marina. But those 
plans never went into action 
as the redevelopment project 
had stalled due to financial 
reasons.

The marina was also 
supposed to be removed to 

promote a mudflat foraging 
habitat. There were plans for 
a boat/kayak/paddle-board 
storage and a bike trail.

In addition, a hotel, mar-
ket, apartments, townhomes 
and affordable housing were 
also in the plans.

Conditions on the marina 
have been on a steady decline 
as the marina has been blocked 
off, the docks are completely 
empty and the wood is falling 
apart.

One of the causes for the 
delayed renovation was a le-
gal and bankruptcy deadlock 

studying Criminal Justice in college 
but wasn’t sure what career path she 
wanted to pursue. Her mother saw an 
advertisement for an internship with 
the San Leandro Police Department and 
encouraged her to apply.

She did, joining SLPD as an intern 
in 2011.

That first opportunity became the 
start of a career built one step at a time. 
Faumuina went on to work in Records 

see SERGEANT, page 8

and the congregation invite  
the community to experience 
the feelings of joy, peace and 
connection that come when we 
share the gift of music.  

The enjoyment of music 
is not restricted by borders or 
language. One does not need 

San Leandro school board 
put Superintendent Mike 
McLaughlin on paid leave 
after claims that he acted 
inappropriately with another 
school district official. 

The school district didn’t 
say what the conduct was 
or where it took place. In a 
statement on the district’s 
website, the district said the 
allegations are of conduct 

that violates the district’s 
rules of conduct, and that it 
couldn’t discuss details until 
the results of its investigation 
are complete. 

The statement said the 
school board has authorized 
Dr. Sonal Patel to be the dis-
trict’s Acting Superintendent 
while McLaughlin is on leave. 

But NBC Bay Area, which 

“    The enjoy-
ment of music 
is not restrict-
ed by borders 
or language. 
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Local author Lisa Towles 
just released her new novel 
about a female deputy sheriff 
who follows a case that takes 
her to the remote Arctic out-
post of Deadhorse, Alaska. 

Deputy Sheriff Gree Good-
ing’s investigation into her 
missing boss uncovers a much 
deeper conspiracy. Six months 
earlier, her husband, a geol-
ogist, vanished in the same 
region. 

Towles said the story, 
The Weight of Cold Things, 
explores questions that feel 
especially timely: how much 
we trust institutions, what 
happens when powerful peo-
ple conceal information, and 
how technology can be used 
to protect secrets rather than 
reveal the truth.

At the heart of the novel 
is Gree Gooding — a female 
deputy sheriff determined to 
uncover the truth.

Towles lives near the Oak-
land Zoo and comes to San 

Leandro nearly every day. 
A review in Literary Titan 

said: “Reading this book felt 
like watching a slow-motion 

avalanche: quiet, heavy, and 
utterly unyielding.” 

The Weight of Cold Things 

can be ordered on Amazon. 
The author ’s website is: 
https://lisatowles.com

Lisa Towles novel follows Deputy Gree Gooding to 
Deadhorse, Alaska. 

The Georgia Institute of 
Technology presented degrees 
to 7,129 undergraduate and 
graduate students during the 
Institute’s 270th Commence-
ment exercises May 7.

Among the graduates 
were: Karina Castano Mu-
noz of San Leandro, Calif.; 
and Sharwan Sah of San 
Leandro, Calif.

The Georgia Institute of 
Technology, or Georgia Tech, 
is one of the top public re-
search universities in the Unit-

ed States, developing leaders 
who advance technology and 
improve the human condition.

The Institute offers busi-
ness, computing, design, en-
gineering, liberal arts, and 
sciences degrees, as well as 
professional development and 
K-12 programs for fostering 
success at every stage of life. 
Its more than 56,000 under-
graduate and graduate students 
represent 54 U.S. states and 
territories and more than 146 
countries. 

SL Student Making
Headway on the College 
Front at Georgia Tech

Umpires Needed for H.A.R.D.
Hayward Softball Umpires Association is recruiting 

umpires year round to work paid HARD Recreation Softball 
games — men’s, women’s and co-ed slow pitch. Training for 
all age groups in fast and slow pitch. Email or call the educa-
tional director at umpire500.61@gmail.com or 510-586-8592 
between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 
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Play Music on the Porch Day
At First United Methodist Church

Play Music on the Porch Day at First United Method-
ist Church on Saturday, Aug. 29, from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Come play, sing, listen, or simply relax as we enjoy music, 
friendship, and community together. Admission is free, 
and everyone is welcome—whether you’d like to perform 
or simply enjoy the music. Both sacred and secular music 
are welcome. The event will be held in our Labyrinth 
Courtyard, on the south side of the church facing Bancroft 
Ave. For advance registration or more information, visit 
fumcsl.org or call 510-483-0606.

Bridge of Peace Ceremony
The public is welcome on Saturday, Aug. 29, from 2 to 

5 p.m. to celebrate the United Nations International Day 
of Peace at the Bay Area Family Church, 2305 Washington 
Ave. in San Leandro, bringing people together to focus on 
the pillars of peace – respect, responsibility, reconciliation, 
and commitment. $10 donation. Email Myrna Lapres at: 
myrnalapres@gmail.com for more information.

Castro Valley Democrtic Club
Postcard Party

The Castro Valley Democratic Club will host a Postcard 
Party at the Castro Valley Library, 3600 Norbridge Ave. in 
Castro Valley, aimed at getting out the Democratic-leaning 
vote in swing state midterm elections on Sunday, Aug. 
30, from 1 to 3 p.m. At the event, kits will be available 
for purchase at cost. For more information or to RSVP, 
email: tenshibbb@gmail.com.  

San Leandro Dahlia Society’s 
Annual Show

The San Leandro Dahlia Society will present the annual 
dahlia show Saturday, Sept. 5, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Gardens at Lake Merritt, 666 Bellevue Ave, Oakland, across 
from Fairyland. The dahlia show is free, but parking may 
be $5. Dahlias come in a variety of shapes, sizes, and colors 
- and will amaze everyone –hundreds of blooms. Dahlia 
bouquets will be for sale. More information can be found 
on the Dahlia Society’s website: slds.club.  

Toy Show at the Moose Lodge
The Castro Valley Moose Lodge, 20835 Rutledge Road 

in Castro Valley, will host a Toy Show on Sunday, Sept. 
13, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with vintage toys, trains, dolls, 
Disneyana, Coin-Op and Collectibles. Admission: $3. 
For more information, email Toyman5169@att.net or call 
510-886-3195.

Free Wellness & Fellowship for Seniors
First United Methodist Church, 1600 Bancroft Ave. in 

San Leandro, invites seniors to a program featuring seated 
exercise, guided meditation, conversation, fun activities, 
tea, and healthy snacks on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to noon 
from September 1 to November 17. Nurture your body, 
mind, and spirit while building community in a welcoming 
setting. Free of charge. All are welcome. For more infor-
mation, call 510-483-0606.

San Leandro Toastmasters 
Meet Every Thursday

San Leandro Toastmasters meets every Thursday from 
6:45 to 7:45 p.m. online through Zoom. Email sanlean-
drotm@gmail.com for more information. Also, the Toast-
masters meet in person at the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave., on the last Thursday of every month  
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

Lose Weight by Joining TOPS
Resolved to lose weight in 2026? Join TOPS (Take 

Off Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start 
your weight loss journey. TOPS is a non profit weight loss 
support group that meets on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. (doors 
open at 8:45 a.m.) at the United Methodist Church, 19806 
Wisteria St. in Castro Valley. For more information, contact 
Linda Brooks at 510-461-3894. Join us for fellowship and 
support. What do you have to lose?

Community Calendar

Find a new career 
or build valuable job 
skills. Join San Leandro 
Adult & Career Edu-
cation Center for the 
Career & Technical 
Education (CTE) Open 
House on Thursday, 
Aug. 27, from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. at 1448 Williams 
St., San Leandro. 

Meet the instructors, 
learn about free and 
low-cost career train-
ing programs, explore 
industry certification 
options, and receive 
on-the-spot enrollment 
assistance. 

Programs include: 
Accounting, Barber & 
Cosmetology, Cleri-
cal Training Program, 
Clinical Medical Assis-
tant, Computer Class-
es, Construction Trades 
Apprenticeship Prep, 
Homecare Worker, In-
tro to AI, Intro to Early 
Childhood Develop-

San Leandro Adult School Open House
Tonight: Build Job Skills, Find a Career

ment, Medical Billing 
& Coding, Paraeduca-
tor Training Program, 
Pharmacy Tech, Sterile 
Processing Tech, Sub-
stitute Teacher Training 
Program, & Veterinary 
Assistant. 

Take the first step to-
ward your future at this 
free community event. 

For more informa-

tion, visit sanlean-
droadultschool.org or 

call 510-667-6250. 

The Memory Cafe for 
is for people experiencing 
memory loss and their family 
caregivers. It premiers at the 
San Leandro Senior Center, 
13909 East 14th St., from 1 to 
3 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 27, 
plus sessions on the following 
Thursdays: Sept. 10, Sept. 24, 
and Oct. 8. Individuals expe-
riencing memory loss, family 
caregivers, and spouses, adult 
children, friends, and care 
partners are invited to connect, 
share experiences, and enjoy 
activities.

Remember to 
Connect at the 
Memory Cafe

Inbound
A 737 landing at the Oakland Airport passes the Monarch Bay Golf Course 
in San Leandro where work is underway on the Estudillo Canal. 

PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES

The Community Calendar is 
for publicizing nonprofit organi-
zations, charities and communi-
ty groups. Items can be emailed 
to jimk@ebpublishing.com or 
call 510-614-1557.

Calendar Submissions

HOROSCOPE  by Salomé © 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19): Despite your Arian penchant for wanting to tackle 
a problem head-on, you might want to take a little more time to see how a current 
situation develops. It could surprise you.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): Taking on the role of peacemaker in a disruptive 
environment is a challenge, but you can do it. Just continue to have the same 
faith in yourself that so many others have in you.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20): Although your work schedule keeps you busy, you 
should make time to start preparing for an important upcoming family event that you’ll 
want to celebrate in a special way.
CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Home is where the Moon Child wants to be early in 
the week. But by week’s end, a chance to travel raises your excitement level -- and 
that of the lucky person who gets to go along.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): Be careful not to be a copycat when dealing with 
someone who uses unfair or even unkind methods to reach a goal. As always, do 
the right thing the right way, and you’ll win in the end.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): An offer could have many good things 
attached to it that aren’t apparent at first glance, including a chance to move into 
another career area. You might want to check out its possibilities.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22):  With responsibilities surging both in the 
workplace and in the home, it’s important to prioritize how you deal with them. Be 
patient. Pressures will begin to ease starting early next week.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21):  A positive reaction to a suggestion 
could indicate that you’re on track for getting your message to the right people. 
Devote the weekend to catching up with the special people in your life.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): December 21) A new attitude from 
those in charge could make things difficult for you, unless you can accept the 
changes without feeling as if you’re being pressured into doing so.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): Family matters once again dominate much of 
the week. But don’t neglect your workplace duties while you deal with them. An 
offer to help could come from a surprising source.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18): A difficult workplace situation begins to ease, 
but there are still matters that need to be dealt with before it’s fully resolved. 
There’s also a more positive turn in domestic relationships.

PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20): Don’t let yourself be rushed into making a decision 
about an intriguing financial arrangement. Asking questions and checking it out now 
could pay off in a big way later on.

.

SUNDAY 12:12 P.M.

•	 We emphasize spirituality more than religion.
•	 We believe there are many paths to God.
•	 We show you how to transform your life through
	 practical spiritual principles.
•	 Everyone is welcome.

Spiritual, but not religious?
Watch 12:12pm Live-stream at  

unitysanleandro.org or on Facebook Live

Unity Church of San Leandro
Meeting in person on the 1   & 3     Sundays at 12:12 PM    

San Leandro Senior Community Center 
13909 E. 14th St., San Leandro

st rd

VALLEY TRUCK & TRAILER
510-889-8103

$595 
Includes Your First Ton 
Pick Up and Drop Off Included
7 Day Rental Included 
You Load it, We Haul it, You Save

VALLEY TRUCK & TRAILER
510-889-8103

Small versatile units for home
improvement or construction
project, 9 x 7 x 7, $399 includes 
drop off, pick up & 1st month’s 
rent. $199 a month for each 
additional rental month

$595.00
Includes Your First Ton. Pick Up 
and Drop Off included. 7 Day Rental
Includes You Load it, 
We Haul it, You Save

U-LOAD  
WE-HAUL  U-SAVE $

Small Versatile Units 
For Home Improvement or 
Construction Projects 9x7x7 $399 
Includes Drop Off. Pick Up & 
1st Month’s Rent $169 A Month For 
Each Additional Rental Month

U-LOAD  
WE-HAUL  U-SAVE $
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Key Benefits of Investing in Real Estate

Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737

Robert Jones   Associates

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 510 -357-0120
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

and

— Matt Jones & Bob Jones
WE ARE HERE for YOU....

WOW! We just sold a
beautiful home in San Leandro 
for $2,700,000!!!!

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

REAL ESTATE GALLERYREAL ESTATE GALLERY

FILED                                       July 24 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 624923

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Mylittlefe located at 277 Garcia Avenue, 
San Leandro, CA 94577 Alameda Coun-
ty, is hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): Marife Rosales. located at 277 
Garcia Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577. 
This business is conducted by An In-
dividual. This business commenced 
9/1/2025
/s/ Marife Rosales
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires July 23, 2031

Aug 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
21700- SLT

FILED                                   August 3 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 625094 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Berhoney Cottage located at 553 Ke-
nilworth Avenue, San Leandro, CA 
94577 Alameda County, is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): Alissa 
Mahoney. located at 553 Kenilworth 
Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577 / An-
gella Bernal. located at 553 Kenilworth 
Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577. This 
business is conducted by An Married 
Couple This business commenced N/A
/s/ Alissa Mahoney
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires August 2, 2031

Aug 13, 20, 27, Sep 3, 2026
21710- SLT

LEGAL NOTICES
FILED                                       July 28 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 624981

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Lulu’s Craft Factory located at 569 Joa-
quin Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577 
Alameda County, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Shannan 
Recham Davis. located at 569 Joaquin 
Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577. This 
business is conducted by An Individual  
This business commenced N/A
/s/ Shannan Recham Davis
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires  July 27, 2031

Aug 20, 27, Sep 3, 10, 2026
21720- SLT

REAL ESTATE REALITY
GUEST COMMENTARYBy Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times

July Numbers Down
By Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times highs so houses for sale are 
sitting on the market longer, 
and fewer buyers are bid-
ding above the asking price 
than a year ago, though 
there are large local market 
variations.”
  All of which adds up to 
a dip in prices. The average 
single family home sales 
price in Alameda County 
in May/26 was $1,584,000, 
receding to $1,499,000 
in June/26 with a further 
decline to $1,383,000 in 
July/26. This translates to a 
whopping 7.7% decline in 
sales prices from June/26 to 
July/26.
  In a follow-up statement, 
Yun clarified, “Job gains 
should bring more buyers 
into the market, especially 
if mortgage rates stabilize 
or decline, though that 
impact takes time to show 
up.” He further explained, 
“Right now, pending con-
tracts are 30% below their 
pre-pandemic 2019 level, 
while payroll employment 
is 5% above. That gap 
points to sizable pent-up 
demand that should be un-
leashed in the coming years 
as more supply reaches the 
market and affordability 
improves.”
  In other words, things 
will eventually get bet-
ter. One of the accepted 
realities in all free markets 
is that they fluctuate up and 

I f you suspected that 
pending home sales 
had slowed in July, 

you would be correct. Data 
released by the National 
Association of Realtors 
(NAR) reveals that national 
month-over-month pending 
sales decreased by 2.3% in 
July and 2.2% year-over-
year. This is on top of an 
already sluggish market 
originating back in May/22 
when mortgage rates began 
vaulting upwards towards 
more historic averages.
  The numbers are even 

larger in Alameda County, 
where July/26 pending 
sales dipped 10.5% from 
June/26’s numbers. Year-
over-year numbers are no 
better, with a dip of 10.4%. 
Closed transactions were 
also down: July saw 7.7% 
fewer closed sales than 
June/26 and a 5.4% deflec-
tion from July/25.
 In a statement by NAR 
Chief Economist Dr.   
Lawrence Yun, he stated, 
“The highest mortgage 
rates of the year hit right in 
the middle of summer, and 
that’s pulling back contract 
signings.” He continued, 
“Home prices are at record 

down given market condi-
tions at any point in time. 
The housing market is no 
exception and, like other 
markets, will eventually 
turn for the better. The only 
unknown is when exactly 
that will be.
   Those looking to sell 
in the current market must 
price with these realities 
in mind: when markets are 
going up, they can price 
higher than previous sales. 
In a downward market, 
however, they should price 
lower if they hope to sell.
 
Data from Trendgraphix.
com
 
  Carl Medford is an 
active licensed Realtor with 
Keller Williams Advisors 
and a licensed general 
contractor.

  Best Buys
  With the summer gardening sea-
son winding down, look for bargains 
for your fall landscaping projects. 
Flowering plants in 1-gallon con-
tainers, such as lantana, star jasmine, 
flowering vines and zonal geraniums 
are on sale at some nurseries and 
home centers.
  Feeding Trees and 
Shrubs
  Continue to water and fertilize 
fruit trees after the harvest is gone. 
They need nutrients to produce a 
good crop next season. Give yellow-
ing azaleas, citrus, rhododendrons 
and camellias an iron supplement 
along with their normal fertilizing 
routines.

  Flowers
  Continue to water and fertilize 
fruit trees after the harvest is gone. 

They need nutrients to produce a 
good crop next season. Give yellow-
ing azaleas, citrus, rhododendrons 
and camellias an iron supplement 
along with their normal fertilizing 
routines.
  Lawn Dry Spots
  Even the healthiest of lawns get 
brown spots, where water has trou-
ble penetrating and eventually the 
grass dies. When some soils begin 
to dry, they actually start repelling 
water. No matter what the cause, it 
is difficult to deeply rewet these dry 
areas unles you use a wetting agent 
(all nurseries and garden centers 
carry these penetrating solutions). 
Coring and dethatching may also 
help.
  Disposing of Fallen Fruit
  Gather fruit from under trees 
and add them to your compost pile. 
However, if the fruits are infested 
with insects or disease, discard them 
in the garbage. Do not let fruit rot on 
the ground.

FILED                                         July 7 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 624545

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Dock2Dock Enterprise located at 1825 
Pacific Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577 
Alameda County, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Buford Pow-
ers. located at 1825 Pacific Avenue, 
San Leandro, CA 94577. This business 
is conducted by a Individual This busi-
ness commenced N/A
/s/ Buford Powers
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires July 6, 2031

Aug 27, Sep 3, 10, 17, 2026
21730- SLT

WEEKEND GAR-WEEKEND GAR-
DENERDENER

Historic 
Bal Theatre

Thur. Aug. 27, 2026        
7 PM • San Leandro

Ultimate Beatles 
Tribute Concert 

Britain Finest
 Tickets at: 

baltheatre.com and
Ticketmaster.com

510-614-7700

Historic 
Bal Theatre
Sat. Sept. 12, 2026        
8 PM • San Leandro

Kalimba, The Spirit 
of Earth Wind      and 

Fire 
 Tickets at: 

baltheatre.com and
Ticketmaster.com

510-614-7700
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OPINION

Time to Act on 
Rent Ordinance

Editor,
I am writing to encour-

age city legislators to pass a 
comprehensive package of 
Community Protection Ordi-
nances designed to augment 
and enhance the Rent Adjust-
ment Ordinance set for full 
implementation January 1, 
2027.  The package I refer to 
includes a robust Just Cause 
for Eviction Ordinance and a 
Tenant Protection Ordinance, 
as well as meaningful reform 
of the Mobile Home Space 
Rent Stabilization Ordi-
nance.  

They are called Commu-
nity Protection Ordinances 
because it is the community 
at large that benefits from 
the positive results these 
ordinances deliver.  These 
benefits include stability of 
occupancy of our renters, 
who are not economically 
stressed by excessive rents, 
and whose preventable dis-
placements minimize added 
stressors on the community’s 
health, education, police, and 
emergency services.  All of 
us, homeowners, housing 
providers, and renters, desire 
the benefits these protections 
afford. 

The ordinances I refer 
to are not novel, radical, or 
risky. Forms of them have 
been around decades and are 
legally tested. 

Way back in February 
of 2023 the community 
expressed loud and clear 
priorities for this legisla-
tion. Since that time, these 
same priorities have been 
reaffirmed in meeting after 
meeting, including by our 
City Council. The time to 
enact these measures is now, 
not some vague time in the 
future. Council’s recent 
announcement of proposed 
timelines for enactment up to 
2028 is way way too long.  

In the meantime, too 
many of us will fall victim 
to ineffective, loophole 
filled state laws that allow 
for up to 10% rent increases 
per year for many of our 
neighbors. Times being what 
they are (and have been for 

Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number, and must be under 300 words. Letters can 
be edited for clarity or length. Letters are the views of the author and not necessarily the views of the newspa-
per or its advertisers. E-mail letters to: letters@ebpublishing.com or send by mail to: The Editor, San Leandro 
Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577. 

LETTERS to the EDITOR

seemingly forever) we, the 
community at large, simply 
cannot afford it.  

San Leandro City Coun-
cil, please act now.

Marc S. Janowitz
San Leandro

No Trucks on Interstate 580
Editor,

What do 4,400+ trucks a 
day on I-580 from the Castro 
Valley “Y” to I-80 sound 
like? That’s equivalent to an 
average of 1 truck passing 
by every 12-13 seconds 
over a 16-hour day (when 
most trucks are traveling); 
plus hundreds more travel-
ing between 10 p.m. and 4 
a.m. to make early morning 
deliveries.

How do 4,400+ trucks af-
fect the 150,000 commuters 
who rely on I-580 for their 
daily commutes?  

What difference would 
500 trucks on 150th Avenue 
make (compared to 110 
today)?  

What happens when truck 
crashes occur? What happens 
when there’s a wildfire in the 
hills or a brushfire alongside 
the freeway?  

What happens to the 
pavement on I-580 when it’s 
used by thousands of trucks 
every day?  Where can driv-
ers safely pull off the road 
when shoulders on either 
side are already limited?  

What happens to response 
times when you have an 
emergency and need to get to 
one of the hospitals adjacent 
to I-580 ASAP?  

What are the health rami-
fications for people who live 
along the I-880 and I-580 
corridors?

These are just a few of 
the important life-or-death 
issues completely ignored 
or answered in a misleading 
way in the recently-pub-
lished Caltrans Truck Access 
Study Draft Report. You 
can review the Caltrans 
report at https://publicinput.
com/04580tas#tab-76873

If you oppose remov-
ing the truck ban, tell your 
mayor, your council member, 
your state and county repre-
sentatives. Join 6,300+ who 

have signed a Petition to pre-
serve the existing truck ban.  
https://www.nobigrigs580.
org/petition/

Steve Murphy 
Sheffield Village and 

Wendy Silvani 
Oakland

Coal Trains Need 
Environmental Impact Report
Editor,

The scheme to ship coal 
through Oakland is still 
being promoted despite the 
overwhelming opposition of 
the East Bay community.

Developer Phil Tagami 
(aka Oakland Bulk and 
Oversized Terminal LLC) 
and hedge fund operator 
Jon Brooks (aka Insight 
Terminal Solutions) are 
renewing a toxic scheme 
to build a giant coal export 
terminal in West Oakland 
with the support of the coal 
industry, friendly local 
politicians in Utah and Wyo-
ming, and President Donald 
Trump.

If they succeed, cities 
in the East Bay could see 3 
or more 120-car coal trains 
rattling past their neighbor-
hoods each day spewing 
highly toxic coal dust en 

route to the rail yard in West 
Oakland and back to coal 
country.

Rep. Mia Bonta in-
troduced AB 40 to hold 
polluters accountable for 
the air and water pollution 
these trains will cause. I 
believe the California Senate 
will vote on this next week. 
Please, readers, write to your 
representatives in Sacramen-
to asap to express support for 
AB40, or see the NoCoal.org 
website for a link to support 
AB40.

Mayor Juan Gonzalez is 
on the Bay Area Air District 
board, and I request that 
the BAAD require a full 
environmental impact report 
before issuing any permits 
on the project. I will also 
request Mayor Gonzalez 
to meet with us at NoCoal 
in East Bay, and issue a 
letter of opposition from 
San Leandro, as the cities 
of Richmond and Berkeley 
have done.

For more information, see 
NoCoal.org. There is much 
we can do to stop this envi-
ronmental atrocity, and we 
welcome you to the fight.

Tyler Yarbrough 
San Leandro

Music: If you’re a 
musician, bring a song 
continued from front page

Umpires Needed for H.A.R.D.
Hayward Softball Umpires Association is recruiting um-

pires year round to work paid HARD Recreation Softball 
games — men’s, women’s and co-ed slow pitch. Training for 
all age groups in fast and slow pitch. Email or call the educa-
tional director at umpire500.61@gmail.com or 510-586-8592 
between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 

to understand all the words of 
a song in order to be moved by 
the melody or to feel the sen-
timent expressed by the artist.  

Secular and sacred music 
from around the world is wel-
come at this free,  inclusive,  
family-friendly event. 

If you are a musician and 
would like to share a tune with 
the community, please register 
in advance at the church web-
site:  https://www.fumcsl.org/  
Original compositions, covers, 
classical arrangements, world 
music, and old favorites are all 
welcome.  

A piano will be avail-

able that you are welcome to 
use. Any other instruments 
will need to be provided by the 
artist. Performers are asked to 
stay within a 5 minute limit to 
accommodate as many artists 
as possible.

If you like to listen to 
music, come and join. Chairs, 
light refreshments and an 
activity area for children. 
And if you feel like lifting 
your own voice in song, there 
will be a couple of sing-along 
opportunities. We’ll be sitting 
outdoors, so bring a hat.Come 
and experience the joy at First 
United Methodist Church on 
August 29. All are welcome.

THE TIMES CROSSWORD

               DOWN
	 1	 Corn core
	 2	 Eggs
	 3	 Shatner’s “--War”
	 4	 Vigor
	 5	 Slightly
	 6	 Regret
	 7	 Military attacks
	 8	 Moon cavity
	 9	 Move, in Realtor lingo
	 10	 Pt. of U.S.A.
	 11	 Tournament passes
	 16	 Caviar base
	 20	 “Pinocchio” fish
	 21	 “Cheers” order
	 22	 Part of A.D.
	 23	 Film formats
	 24	 Point -- Peninsula
	 26	 Record holder?
	 27	 “The Music Man” setting
	 28	 Ireland
	 29	 Droops
	 31	 Small combo
	 34	 Dahl of films
	 35	 Marble cake patterns
	 37	 Reggae relative
	 38	 Vatican leader
	 39	 Pundit’s piece
	 40	 TV journalist Lisa
	 41	 Remain
	 44	 Lennon’s partner
	 45	 Charged bit
	 46	 Conceit
	 47	 Plant seeds

 		   ACROSS
	 1	 Doves’ home
	 5	 Coach Parseghian
	 8	 Beach crawler
	12	 Pizza cooker
	13	 Greyhound vehicle
	14	 -- Martin (cognac)
	15	 Bread sellers
	17	 Sheltered
	18	 Hogwash
	19	 Thespians
	21	 Sheriff’s star
	24	 Hold sway
	25	 Jealousy
	26	 Stalks for soups
	30	 Finale
	31	 Give it a go
	32	 Man-mouse link
	33	 Sets of prayer beads
	35	 Big gulp
	36	 Eyeglass frames
	37	 Lake flock
	38	 Hoi --
	41	 Enjoy Aspen
	42	 Mayberry young ‘un
	43	 Officials with seals
	48	 Ivy in Philly
	49	 Literary collection
	50	 Corporate symbol
	51	 Perimeter
	52	 Actress Myrna
	53	 Winter blanketGALVAN’S MARKET

(510) 351-5707 * Jason Burnett, Owner
1275 MacArthur Blvd., San Leandro

Family Owned & Operated Since 1960 

Fresh Seafood Delivered 5 Days a Week 
Featuring USDA Prime Beef 

& Authentic Wagyu Beef 
Organic Poultry 

Wild Game Processing 
Imported Goods from across Europe 

Full Service Deli with Amazing Sandwiches 
House Smoked Meats 

Catering Available

ANSWERS ON PAGE 3



Classified Advertising

Whatever your specialty, the place 
to advertise is in the…

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Delivered to 32,736 homes in
San Leandro, over
20,000 homes in
Castro Valley, and
another 8,264 are
delivered to
businesses and
libraries.

Call Now For A Free Written
Roof Analysis & Estimate

Serving San Leandro & The Entire
Bay Area. For Those Who Demand

Superior Personalized Attention.
SINCE 1975 / FULLY INSURED

Complete Residential & Commercial 
Roof Systems

(510) 357-5116

K     R E E D     R O O F I N G

Lic. #311818

RoofingRoofing

MEMBER www.WonderlinRoofing.com

$200.00 OFF
COMPLETE REROOFING WITH TEAR-OFF

One Coupon Per Customer  •  Expires 10/31/26

(510) 538-1530(510) 538-1530

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED

since 1992
Reroofs  •  Repairs 

Dry Rot Repair 
Seamless Prepainted Gutters

FREE ESTIMATESCastro Valley      Lic. #642517 • Insured/Bonded

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Roofing / Gutters / Solar

FREE ESTIMATES
SENIOR DIS-

621-A WILLIAMS • SAN LEANDRO
STATE CONTRACTORS LICENSE NUMBER 260176

ROOFING CO.
~ SINCE 1922 ~

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING & GUTTERS
P.V. SOLAR / SKYLIGHTS

(510) 351-1922

Roofing Painting

FREE ESTIMATES

Diego Painting
•	 Residential/
	 Commercial
•	 Interior/
	 Exterior
•	 Power Washing

(510) 331-6152

Lic. #855054 • diegopainting@comcast.net
www.diegopainting.com

Plumbing

510-969-4358
LIC. #1026755

Compare
Our Prices!
FREE ESTIMATES

24/7 SERVICE

CAPELLI PLUMBINGCAPELLI PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING& DRAIN CLEANING

Military & Senior Discounts
Family Owned & Operated

Trenchless Sewer Repair

Licensed Child Care
Nurturing Environment

Contact Us Today
This Ad Space Could be 
Yours! To reserve this ad 

space call advertising 
Sales Rep Patrick Vadnais 

at 510-614-1560

Child Care

ROOFING COMPANY

NEW ROOFS & REPAIRS

510-895-4433
FREE ESTIMATES  

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING
RAIN GUTTERS INSTALLED & REPAIRED

LICENSE # 657692

Dry - Rot & Termite Structural Repairs
Decking - Soffits - Fascias - Rafters - Gables - Etc
14349  WASHINGTON  AVE    SAN  LEANDRO 

Drainage/Structural

• RETAINING WALLS
• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
• FOUNDATION REPAIRS
• SEISMIC UPGRADES
• CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
 www.alameda-engineering.com

510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors 

License# 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net

 Alameda Engineering 
 Since 1989

Gardening / Tree Service

EXCELLENT REFERENCES / SINCE 1994
INSURED / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / UNLICENSED

CALL 510-385-2122

TREE SERVICE

PEREZ
Gardening &
Maintenance

Pruning, Topping, Removing, Synthetic 
Grass Installation, Planting, New Lawns & 
Lawn Care, Sprinkler Systems, Lots & Hill-
sides Cleaned & Planted, Drainage/Gutters, 
Fences, Decks, Patios, Arbors, Concrete, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES

House Cleaning

www.tlc-housecleaning.com
510-481-9193

House Cleaning Service
Family Owned Since 1980

WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

BONDED & INSURED  •  ALL TAXES PAID

EMPLOYEES 
COVERED BY 

WORKERS’ 
COMP. STATE 
DISABILITY 
INSURANCE FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing
in detailed 

cleaning tailored 
to your home

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM

Hardwood Flooring

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Jeff Today!

510-366-6491510-366-6491
Lic. #803455

FERREIRA’SFERREIRA’S
HARDWOOD FLOORINGHARDWOOD FLOORING

Sand • Install • Refinish
Glista • Oil Base

25 Years Experience
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Painting

PHIL’S PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Residential & Commercial
Low Rates • Free Estimates

Excellent References
Since 2002 • Lic.#805192

PHILLIP LAWHUN
Bus (510) 317-1844
Cell (510) 681-8284

philspaintingco@comcast.net
www.philspaintingco.com

Beautify

Your 

Home

Mortgage Rates 
Decline for Second 
Consecutive Week
The 30-year fixed-
rate mortgage de-
clined this week 
averaging 6.65%. 
With a dip in rates 
providing modest 
relief for homebuy-
ers, it’s important to 
remember borrowers 
can potentially save 
thousands by shop-
ping around for the 
best mortgage rate.

The 30-year fixed-rate 
mortgage averaged 
6.65% as of August 
20, 2026, down from 
last week when it 
averaged 6.67%. A 
year ago at this time, 
the 30-year FRM 
averaged 6.58%.

The 15-year fixed-rate 
mortgage averaged 
5.95%, down from 
last week when it 
averaged 5.96%. A 
year ago at this time, 
the 15-year FRM 
averaged 5.69%.

HOME SERVICES GUIDE
Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

To Place an Ad ...

Call  614-1558

*DAD’S LOCKSMITH. Excellent 
Service. Affordable Rates. Customer 
Satisfaction.  Call  925-820-5747.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1555, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

BISTRO/KARAOKE

*ZENTI BISTRO. KARAOKE with 
Host Fresh Kymm Every Tuesday 
6:30pm-9:00pm. *Ask about a FREE  
drink  with  purchase.  510-856-8541.
www.Zenti-Bistro.com  San Leandro

CATERING

*HONEY BROWNS CATERING & 
MEAL PREP. Cooking with Love. 
Theron & Yetta Brown 510-606-8063. 
honeybrowns4you@gmail.com

CONCRETE SERVICE

ISLANDER CONCRETE. Quality 
Work, Free Estimates. Lic.#989994. 
Steven 925-915-5240/ 510-798-3732.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

FENCES/ DECKS Repair/ Replace, 
Gutter Cleaning. Insured/ Bonded. 
Jerry 510-410-2427

FLORIST
*LUCY’S CREATIONS - Voted San 
Leandro’s Top Florist. Flowers for all 
occasions. Local delivery available.

Lucyscreationsforyou.com

GARAGE DOORS

*HAPPY GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 
& MAINTENANCE. Best  Repair 
Service, Maintenance, Installation. 
415-716-2874.

GARDENING

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

HANDYMAN SERVICE
*IT’S TOTALLY FINISHED CON-
STRUCTION. Specializing in ADU’s 
& Garage Conversions, Kitchen/ Bath 
Remodels. Floor Care: Vinyl & Lami-
nate (no hardwood). Lic.#583113. 
Call Martin Sharp 510-384-8041.

HELP WANTED

The City of San Leandro is 
accepting online applications for: 

Senior Library Assistant 
(Part-Time) - 

$35.11 - $42.68

For more detailed information, 
please visit www.sanleandro.org. 

EOE

HOUSE CLEANING
*JUST LIKE GRAMMAS CLEAN-
ING!! Detail Cleaner with over 20-
years experience. 30-Days Airbnb 
Special $29 an hour. Fatimah 510-
978-6803.

LORENA’S HOUSE CLEANING & 
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Also Carpet Cleaning/Installation
FREE Estimates 

925-435-7748/ 510-613-5777

Santana’s Cleaning Services.
Home/ Office. Licensed/ Insured/ 
Bonded. Reliable/ Excellent Referen-
ces. Great Prices. Free Estimates. 
Call 510-928-9570.

www.santanascleaning.com

LOCKSMITH

*DAD’S LOCKSMITH. Excellent 
Service. Affordable Rates. Customer 
Satisfaction.  Call  925-820-5747.

MISC. FOR SALE

You can place a FREE

“MISC. FOR SALE” ad
for items $50 or less

at: sanleandrotimes.com  
or at: castrovalleyforum.com 

or more info call Patrick Mon-Fri. 
9am-1pm at 510-614-1560
(some restrictions may apply)

PLUMBING SERVICE
*PRIEBES PLUMBING “Where You 
Can Count On Honesty & Quality”. 
Lic.#1034397.  Call  925-895-8977.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

��
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

RENTALS

APARTMENTS
LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

RESTAURANTS
*Café Sorriso - FREE Coffee or Iced 
Tea with meal purchase (offer 
expires 12- 31-26). 1501 Washington 
Ave.,  San Leandro.  510-351-3605.

YOUR INFO

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or

PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under

“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

*SCOTT HARRISON DRE#00966212 
Sunshine Realty  510-388-4536

Mortgage Rates Decline for 
Second Consecutive Week
The 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gage declined this week av-
eraging 6.65%. With a dip in 
rates providing modest relief 
for homebuyers, it’s important 
to remember borrowers can 
potentially save thousands by 
shopping around for the best 
mortgage rate.

The 30-year fixed-rate mortgage 
averaged 6.65% as of August 
20, 2026, down from last week 
when it averaged 6.67%. A year 
ago at this time, the 30-year 
FRM averaged 6.58%.
The 15-year fixed-rate mortgage 
averaged 5.95%, down from 
last week when it averaged 
5.96%. A year ago at this time, 
the 15-year FRM averaged 
5.69%.
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Marina: Former marina fenced off; no timetable for aquatic park 
continued from front page

The dilapidated, empty docks at the San Leandro Marina have been sitting idle for years. 
PHOTOS BY PAUL SINGH

“    While 
progress has 
been slow, 
progress is 
being made.

between developer Cal Coast 
and the City of San Leandro.

Specifically, it was sup-
posed to be a Monarch Bay 
shoreline redevelopment to 
redesign the 9-hole Monarch 
Bay Golf course, and a $24.9 
million developer loan.

“The City is a secure credi-
tor in the matter, and is merely 
taking steps to accelerate sale 
of the property. This is part of 
the bankruptcy court process,” 
Michael Yuen, City Manager 
of San Leandro said.

However in 2024, Mon-
arch Bay For Sale Residential 
LLC filed for Chapter 11 
Bankruptcy.

Furthermore, at a meeting 
on March 9, the City Council 
voted 5-0 to part of an old deal 
for Shoreline development 
that was in 15 years of the 
making. In addition, Cal Coast 
did not acquire permits for 
flood protection, demolition, 
grading and tree removal in a 

timely manner after the city of 
San Leandro issued warnings 
early last year.

Gerald Lassalle from Hay-
ward has been visiting the 
marina for 25 to 30 years. 
Lassalle remembers how vi-
brant the San Leandro Marina 
was before it fell into a state of 
disrepair. People used to visit 
the marina and the docks were 
filled with boats.

Now the marina is all 
fenced off, no public access. 

“You have some right-of-
way to the water where kids 
used to fish from or drop bait 
into the water,” Lassalle said. 
“So that’s blocked off be-
cause I guess the government 
doesn’t want to be responsible 
for injuries to people who 
might be here.”

On the other hand, possible 
renovations could negatively 
affect business at Horatio’s. 

“If they did put housing 
here, I feel like it would af-
fect it because then there’s no 

view,” said Arthuletta.
The marina was perma-

nently closed off in January 
2023 resulting in an increase 
of unwanted activities to the 
point that some San Leandro 
residents thought it was to 
become a center for crime.

In previous years, there has 
been metal theft, vandalism 
and unhoused populations 
living in derelict “anchor out” 
boats.

Now, reports show efforts 
to reduce the crime and re-
tain public safety in the area 
including details on boat re-

moval, debris cleanup and the 
demolition of buildings.

A structure that used to be 
the Blue Dolphin restaurant 
burned down years ago. Trash 
and abandoned boats were re-
moved and obsolete buildings 

were demolished.
“While progress has been 

slow due to grant availability, 
permitting requirements, and 
the strain on the City’s public 
safety resources, progress is 
being made,” according to the 
Shoreline Facilities Update - 
January 10, 2024.

Construction for these ren-
ovations were supposed to be-
gin last year and be completed 
around 2027 but nothing has 
been done so far. In September 
and October, there will be city 
council meetings to discuss 
the renovations.

Deer Creek Funeral Service
Cremation Services

Castro Valley Office
Please call (510) 317-7890

Jayspencer29@yahoo.com
FD1505 fdr651

Since 1965

Jess C. Spencer

Offering
Personalized

Memorial and
Cremation
Services.

21228 Redwood Rd.,
Castro Valley
581-9133

Mortuary &
Crematory

FD 1168 CR49

Live Scan Fingerprinting
Ink Fingerprinting
Notary Services
Apostille Processing
Certified Translations
2x2 Passport Photos

                                    & more...

JS Live Scan & Notary
Fast • Professional • Local

APPOINTMENT ONLY

 Book Online or Call
JSLSN.com 

510-945-0000
933 MacArthur Blvd.

San Leandro, CA 94577
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Superintendent Michael 
McLaughlin is on leave.

Supe: School board says details can’t be 
discussed until investigation is complete 
continued from front page

American Legion Post 
117 of San Leandro will host 
its monthly Last-Sunday-
of-the-Month Breakfast on 
Sunday, Aug. 30, from 8 to 11 
a.m. at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 1105 Bancroft Ave. 
in San Leandro. Pancakes 
with sausage, eggs, juice, cof-
fee, tea, and fruit. Donation: 
veterans $8, non-veterans $9. 

American Legion 
Post 117 Sunday 
Breakfast

Sergeant: ‘Small stepping stones’ 
continued from front page

Sgt. Faumuina (kneeling, left) with the SWAT unit. 
PHOTO COURTESY SLPD 

in Records and as a Police 
Service Technician before 
attending the police academy 
and becoming an officer. She 
later served as a detective and 
became SLPD’s first female 
SWAT Team Operator.

The path is meaningful 
considering how Faumuina 
describes herself when she 
first joined the department.

“Before I was in records, I 
was so shy... I feared my own 
shadow,” she recalled.

Working in Records and 
interacting with the public 
helped her build confidence. 
Each role exposed her to 
another part of police work 
and prepared her to take the 
next step.

“Small stepping stones 
get you to your bigger goals,” 
Faumuina said.

Her latest step is a historic 
one. Faumuina is the first 
woman promoted to sergeant 
at the SLPD since 2012, and 
the first Hispanic woman 

promoted to the rank in the 
department’s history. 

Her promotion also reflects 
SLPD’s participation in the 
30x30 Initiative, a national 
effort to increase the represen-
tation of women in policing.

“Maria’s promotion re-
flects years of dedication, 
leadership, and service to our 
community,” Police Chief 
Joseph Kreins said. “Her jour-
ney from intern to sergeant 
demonstrates what’s possible 
when we invest in developing 
talent from within.” 

For Faumuina, that service 
is taking place in the commu-
nity where her story began. 
Her family remains in San 
Leandro, and she continues to 
call the city home.

Her message to others con-
sidering their own next step is 
simple: “Don’t let your own 
doubts stop you from achiev-
ing what you want to achieve.”

Information about SLPD 
careers, internships and the 
Police Explorer Program is 
available at SanLeandro.org/
Police and WearOurBlue.org.

first reported that McLaughin 
was on leave, said that three 
sources with knowledge of 
the complaint said the com-
plaint accuses McLaughlin of 
acting inappropriately toward 
another school district official 
during a work retreat. 

The sources told NBC 
Bay Area that the complaint 
said alcohol was involved and 
McLaughin made unwelcome 
advances toward a female 
manager. 

The school district’s state-
ment said district employees 
made the allegations of inap-
propriate conduct and, if true, 
would violate district rules of 
conduct. 

“The district has also im-
mediately initiated an inde-
pendent investigation into the 
allegations while the superin-
tendent is on administrative 
leave,” the school district said 
in a statement. 

“California state law re-
quires confidentiality during 
such employment situations,” 
the school district said. “To 
protect privacy rights and the 
integrity of the investigation, 
we are unable to discuss de-
tails until the independent 
investigation is complete and 
the Board of Trustees takes 
appropriate action.”

McLaughlin is a highly 
regarded superintendent who 
has been at the helm of the 
San Leandro school district 
since 2013. His base pay is 
$390,352. According to public 
database Transparent Califor-
nia, he receives other pay and 
benefits for total compensation 
annually of $523,138.  
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