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...........A "New Years" Story..........

For those of you that have been with me for awhile, you know how I feel about this month. Even though "New Years" is traditionally celebrated on January 1, and the official first day of spring is March 20, I refer to the beginning of April as the "real new year" (does that make me an "April fool"?).

The reason is pretty simple. If I didn't have a calendar, or any means of keeping track what day or month it was, mother nature has a way of doing it for me. Not so much in Southern California (where I came from), but out here in the hill country of Texas, you can bet the bank on the season changes! New grass, new wild flowers everywhere, new leaves, new deer, new levels of the rivers and lakes, new warmth on our backs as we ride an old Harley Davidson shirtless through the hills (sucks to be a non biker lol), and my personal favorite, new "Cheezer" birds !

The "Cheezer" bird was given it's name by me several years ago because of its unusual and relentless call....."cheezer cheezer cheezer", "cheezer cheezer cheezer". It was at least 10 years into this ritual that I noticed it always started on or about April first! Furthermore, it was always heard first thing in the morning, but never seen!
One year I started whistling back at it and even saying "cheezer, cheezer, cheezer", and that's when it escalated! Before I knew it, that illusive "heckler" was taunting me. It started changing it's vocabulary (I'm telling ya'll the God's honest truth) and I started looking forward to mornings just to hear what that sucker had to say. When it got to "rickity, rickity, rickity, rick" I realized It was getting serious enough that I had to write about it (think it was 2012), and this year it got really interesting........

As many will recall, my mom passed away April 28, 2014 after a six week stay in the hospital. That particular year, I was explaining my reasons for calling April 1 "New Year". In the April 2014 issue (which would have been written in late March) my mom is quoted as saying "Rick, I think I'm going to rake some of the leaves in the yard". When she said that, it occured to me that the winds of March were natures way of clearing off the branches so the new leaves could grow, and that got elaborated on instead. Bless moms heart for inspiring me that year, but it lead to no mention of the infamous "Cheezer Bird".

Last year there was no mention whatsoever of my fine feathered friend either. Frankly, the reason is because I was reminded of mom, and so bummed out that I got off on a Holistic medicine tangent instead. When I went back and read some of those two old issues (in prep for this issue) I figured out where and how that rant came about......I was pissed off! The surgeon that was to repair my moms stomach lining was so preoccupied with removing her gal bladder (that had nothing to do with why she was there) that he overlooked a golf ball sized hole on the back side of her stomach. Then the dumb ass waited five days before he thought to double check his job.......that ended up costing my mother her life! I probably should have sued the hell out of that idiot, but I'm just not into that scene. Besides, it's not like a lawsuit would bring mom back.

One year before mom passed away ( April 2013) the "Cheezer Bird" revealed his identity to me. It was the Cardinal, specifically, the Red Male Cardinal. Here's the significance, this particular bird is very distinguishable between other birds. It also happens to be my favorite, and it seems to have gone way out of its way to get my attention.........for years!

During the winter, something popped up on face book that really got my attention. It was a short story of how the male Cardinal is said to embody the spirit of passed loved ones! Their presence indicates deceased loved ones coming back to visit you!
Is it any wonder that this year the Cardinal's vocabulary has changed again? This year it sounds like "ree chard, ree chard, ree chard"...........the only time I've ever heard that was from my mom when she was sarcastically saying or calling my name!!!!!


I don't know that I'll ever understand what's at play here, but I know what I see and what I hear. I know that I'm not the most receptive to superstition or super natural stuff. I also know that I'm not an avid bird lover. I do know that this bright red Cardinal is a male, and that they are seldom (if ever) seen hanging out together (they are territorial, and they are either seeking, competing for, or hanging out with the less attractive female), but last week when I came out from the house, on my way to work, there was three bright red Cardinals on the roof of my car! I knew right away that it was mom, dad, and grandpa :)
Political Correctness Confessional

Ok, this segment is experimental, and comes to me by way of something said by a face book friend. In that conversation I suggested she pursue a forum for discussing political correct issues, and that's where I coined the phrase. Whether or not she will actually go for it is unknown, but I thought I would give it a go here.
The purpose of this segment will be to get your feedback regarding what you consider "politically correct" words, phrases, ideas, laws, mandates, or even fantasies. I will research whatever you come up with, and then dissect it, disseminate it, debunk it, or prove it, using history (Biblical predominately), common sense, and examples.
So please feel free to give me examples of "political correctness", regardless whether you are for or against it. I will take it wherever the facts, common sense, agenda, or brainwashing takes me.

"Don't live in the past"

Ok, we've all heard this before, and in modern times, it's commonly applied to someone (or a group) that resists or doesn't accept "something new", or "change". It is virtually always used in a "negative" sense, as if we are so much wiser than our predecessors, or as a means to discredit ones way of thinking as "obsolete". This is generally done as a means for redirecting ones thoughts and perspective to change to that of the person (s) asserting the quote.
In researching this, the earliest reference I found was Isaiah 43:18 (King James 2000 Bible) "Remember not the former things, neither consider the things of old".


Ok, first of all one would really have to go back into the past to even find this example, which basically discredits the quote already. Secondly, if it were to be used as an example....("see there, even the Bible says it's not cool to live in the past"), the context in which it was used had to do with the Israelites coming out of enslavement in Egypt and looking forward to the promised land.
"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it"
n ose who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it"

nd looking forward to the promised land.

tsrson (s) asserting th (An Aphorism by "George Santayanna" from the latter part of the 1800's )
Here, the message is obvious and a stern reminder that for those who do not pay attention to the past, your future can and will be adversely effected.

So to put this in perspective using common sense and history, it becomes crystal clear that this quote "Don't live in the past" could have a legitimate place depending on the context. As far as society is concerned, the quote is a divisive and derogatory term meant to push an agenda of "change". However, this "change" cannot be good if you consider the "counter quote" and "real history".


I will conclude our analysis of  "Don't live in the past", with a quote of my own......."Always keep the past alive within you".

Summary:

My objective here is to open the mind of the average reader. I have zero intention of replacing "free thought" by attempting to get ya'll to think my way. I do want the reader to "THINK" though. Question everything, including me, but think! Today's quote is used frequently, and as I mentioned before, not with good intention. No matter what your political position, with this kind of examination, you will know who's right and who's wrong. When you find that history has either been left out, changed, or altered to make an agenda more plausible, mark that agenda as FALSE.


Whether or not you believe in God, or the Bible my hope is that you'll use it as a historical point of reference and a general source of human values.

My ultimate intention is to disprove a (what I believe to be) common myth "you can't teach common sense". You see, I think it can be done, and I think this is the way!

Business stuff:

You can tell from the segment above, as well as reading this newsletter in general, that my thought process works a little differently than some. Doesn't mean that I'm any better than anyone else (actually it seems like a curse most of the time, because I can't just blow things off like some) it just means that I take things a lot farther than others. With that being said I'll now explain how the latest acquisition of Valspar by Sherwin Williams ties in with both "Nature" and "Capitalism".....I know, what a frickin stretch! LOL!


The cycle of life pretty much depends on a "food chain" or "pecking order". The small fish get scarfed by the big fish, and the big fish get scarfed by the bigger fish. Well, that's exactly what has happened with Matrix, Quest, Valspar, and now Sherwin Williams.

Some would say that this isn't fair, but in life, it is absolutely essential to the "balance of Nature". In business, it is absolutely essential for capitalism to work too. Now for short minded individuals, they will bad mouth capitalism for swallowing up all the "mom and pops", "small businesses", or "sole proprietors". In reality (and by examining the situation as we did in the previous segment) you will find that acquisition by the "big fish" actually triggers a "smaller fish" to come in and do what the big boys can't !

Example: Kent Gardener starting Matrix all those years ago !

I chose this topic for two reasons;

#1, To let you know the recent news regarding Matrix.

#2, To inform any of you that may think Capitalism is anything but the greatest system on earth.


Do as I recommended above, and question my perspective and comparison. I want to hear how any other form of society mirrors nature, and the next time someone says "I think socialism would be great", hopefully you'll be able to enlighten them to the fact that according to the laws of nature, it is capitalism that most closely resembles that which God created.

"Whatever it Takes"

Rick Ciotti
