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World War II and Oakland 
Police Department veteran 
Toft Jessen will celebrate his 
104th birthday at Harry’s 
Hofbrau in San Lenadro next 
Thursday, April 17, at 11 a.m.

Jessen will be honored by 
the Oakland Chief of Police, a 
motorcycle honor guard, and 
many colleagues and friends. 

Jessen was born in San 

By Jim Knowles
San Leandro Times

World War II, O.P.D. Veteran Jessen to 
Celebrate 104th Birthday at Harry’s Hofbrau

Leandro in 1921 and drafted 
into the army in 1943 just 
after his 22nd birthday. His 
background as an athlete en-
abled him to join an elite glider 
squadron. 

His squadron executed 
advance missions for Allied 
troops, landing on the Nor-
mandy coast on June 6, 1944. 
He fought through what be-
came known as “The Longest 
Day” and continued his ser-

vice throughout the war. 
In recognition of his her-

oism, France awarded Jessen 
with its highest distinction, 
The Legion of Honor, present-
ed to him by Consul General 
Frederic Jung on Sept. 18, 
2023 in Dublin, California, 
ahead of the 80th anniversary 
of D-Day. This award honors 
those who risked their lives to 
help liberate France.

Heavy equipment operators demolished a former bank building at East 14th and Davis streets in 
downtown San Leandro to make way for a new apartment building. 

PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES

Demolition Opens Space for Apartments
Inner City Demolition just opened up 

some space in downtown San Leandro.
A former bank at the corner of East 

14th and Davis streets was razed over 
the last two weeks to prepare the lot for 
an apartment building to be called Town 

Hall Square. 
The 180-unit, multi-family residen-

tial project has been planned for nearly 
a decade.  It’s a major part of the 2007 
Downtown San Leandro Transit-Orient-
ed Development (TOD) Strategy. 

City planners say the project will 
complement the Centro Callan devel-
opment which is nearly completed just 
across the street. 

According to city officials, the TOD 
see DEMOLITION, page 12

People from San Leandro 
and neighboring cities filled 
the block in front of Root Park 
near City Hall on Saturday to 
protest Trump Administration 
policies. 

When people ran out of 
room to stand at the park, they 
crossed East 14th Street and 
demonstrated on the other side 
of the street, too.

Organizers estimated about 
500 people attended, as part of 
a day of “Hands Off” demon-
strations across the country 
taking on Trump policies on 

tariffs and inflation, and lay-
offs at federal agencies. 

In the Bay Area, larger 
demonstrations were held 
in both Oakland and San 
Francisco, along with smaller 
demonstrations in such places 
as Livermore, Hayward and 
Alameda.

People held up signs as 
many drivers passing by 
honked in support, but there 
was only one speech, a short 
one by Mayor Juan Gonzalez 
III. He said he was impressed 

White House 
Policies Protested 
At Root Park

By Mike McGuire
San Leandro Times

Planned apartments part of Transit Oriented Development plan

The crowd at the “Hands Off” rally protested Trump 
Administration policies at Root Park on Saturday.

PHOTO BY MIKE McGUIRE

Toft Jessen in 2024
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Arab American Heritage Exhibit on Display at Library
The San Leandro Main Li-

brary celebrates National Arab 
American Heritage Month 
throughout April, hosting 
“Arab Americans: History, 
Culture, and Contributions,” a 
traveling exhibition created by 
the Arab American National 
Museum (AANM). 

The exhibit illustrates how 
Arab Americans have been 

integral to American soci-
ety for more than 125 years. 
Through this traveling exhibi-
tion, visitors will explore this 
community’s history, culture, 
and contributions through 

statistics, stories, and images. 
The exhibit will be dis-

played at the Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave, during the 
Library’s open hours through 
April 30.

“San Leandro is so richly 
diverse, which poses a good 
challenge to have as a library,” 
said Library Director Brian 
Simons. “Exhibits like this 
help us recognize the impor-
tance of the people around 
us. Finding and acquiring 
this exhibit is very special. It 
illustrates Arab Americans’ 
contributions to supporting 
and shaping America.”

The AANM is the first and 
only museum in the United 
States devoted to documenting 
and sharing Arab American 
contributions that shaped the 
economic, political, and cultur-
al landscapes of American life. 

The Museum, in Dearborn, 
Michigan, also illuminates the 
shared experiences of immi-
grants and ethnic groups, paying 
tribute to our nation’s diversity. 

“    Exhibits like 
this help us 
recognize the 
importance 
of the people 
around us.

— Library Director
Brian Simons

For more information 
about this exhibit, contact 
Kelly Keefer at 510-577-3954 
or KKeefer@sanleandro.org.

The display on Arab Americans is on display at the Main Library in April. 
PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES

Calling all lowriders, hot 
rodders, muscle cars and clas-
sic car owners. The St. Lean-
der School 2025 Classic Car 
Show will be held on Saturday, 
May 10, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at St. Leander School, 550 W. 
Estudillo Ave. in San Leandro. 

Join St. Leander’s inaugu-
ral classic car show fundrais-

ing event. Registration is $30. 
To register your classic 

car for this event, visit stle-
anderschool.org/car-show by 
Sunday, May 5. 

Participant space is limit-
ed. Admission to the show is 
free to the public. All proceeds 
support student grants and 
scholarships. 

St. Leander School 2025 
Classic Car Show Invites 
Car Owners to Enter
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Zaira Duncan at 667-3522.
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You’re invited to Faith Lutheran 
Castro Valley 
Holy Week 2025

Faith Lutheran Church of  Castro Valley 
20080 Redwood Road 

Castro Valley, CA 94546 
www.flccv.org

Easter Sunday April 20th services @ 9:15 (in-
person) and 11 am (in-person & livestream) 

with Easter Breakfast 9:30-11 am

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Good Friday April 18th Stations of  the 
Cross @ noon, service @ 7:30 pm

Maundy Thursday April 17th 
service @ 7:30 pm

Palm Sunday April 13th service @ 10 am
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Alta Mira Club Great Gatsby Shrimp Fest
The Alta Mira Club, 561 Lafayette Ave. in San Leandro, 

will host The Great Gatsby Shrimp Fest on Saturday, April 
12. Social hour at 5 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m. $55 per person, 
dine in or take out. Includes all-you-can-eat shrimp, pasta, 
salad, bread and dessert. For tickets and information, call 
510-562-7144. 

The Hearing Loss Association: 
Learn About Tinnitus

The Hearing Loss Association of American, East Bay 
will hold its monthly meeting on Saturday, April 12, at Kai-
ser Permanente, Fabiola Building, 3801 Howe St, Basement 
G-26, in Oakland. Social and refreshments at 9:30 a.m., 
presentation at 10 a.m., and free pizza at 11:30 a.m. Learn 
about tinnitus (ringing or noise in the ears) and ways to 
manage it. UC San Francisco audiologist Dr. Troy Cascia 
will present information about tinnitus and ways people 
can manage it. The meeting is available both in-person and 
virtually on Zoom. Register at: www.HearingLossEB.org 
by Friday, April 11.

Eden Garden Club’s Plant Pop-Up Sale
Eden Garden Club will hold a plant sale on Saturday, 

April 12, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Books on B, 1014 B 
St. in Hayward, featuring a variety of garden plants and 
homemade treats. Proceeds benefit school garden grants 
awarded to Castro Valley and Hayward schools. For more 
information, call Bonnie Remigio at 510-881-1794.

San Leandro Garden Club to Meet
The San Leandro Garden Club will meet on Tuesday, 

April 15, at 10:30 a.m. at the Marina Community Center, 
15301 Wicks Blvd., San Leandro. This month’s speaker 
will be Yon Hardisty, founder of the local non-profit For-
estr. They sponsor local events including cleaning parks, 
hosting scion (grafting) workshops, and picking backyard 
fruit and sharing it with local food pantries.  

Washington Home Owners Monthly Meeting
The Washington Home Owners Association will host its 

monthly meeting on Wednesday, April 16, at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd. in San 
Leandro.  Norma Layton, supervising librarian at the Manor 
Branch Library, will speak about the programs and events 
at our Manor Library. In addition, this will be the annual 
election of board members and officers to the Washington 
Home Owners Association. All are welcome to attend. If 
you have any questions, visit the website at : www.whoasl.
com or you can call Bob Glaze at 510-352-2058. 

Senior Lunch Program at 
First Presbyterian Church

First Presbyterian Church of San Leandro, 180 Estudillo 
Ave., will offer a senior “Young at Heart” lunch program 
the third Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m. Each lunch 
will be followed by a program ranging from musical groups 
to information about local charities.

24th Annual Arroyo Athletic 
Boosters Car Show

The Arroyo Athletic Boosters will hold its 24th Annual 
Car Show, a day of amazing cars and bikes, on Saturday, 
May 10, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Arroyo High School, 15701 
Lorenzo Ave. in San Lorenzo. Free admission. To register 
a vehicle in the show, visit https://ahs-car-show-2025.
cheddarup.com Pre-registration: $15 cars, $15 bikes. Day 
of show: $30 cars, $20 bikes. Email Arroyo.Athletic.Boost-
ers@gmail.com for more information.

Resolve to Lose Weight by Joining TOPS
Resolve to lose weight in 2025. Join TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start your 
weight loss journey. TOPS is a non-profit weight loss sup-
port group that meets on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. at the United 
Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria Street in Castro Valley. 
For more information, call Sandy Montero at 510-299-7312. 
Join for fellowship and support. What do you have to lose?

Community Calendar Events at the Library
Movies at the Main Library

Starting in April, the San Leandro Public Library will 
be showing a free film every month in the Lecture Hall. 
Wicked will be shown no Saturday, April 12, at 1 p.m. Fol-
low the adventures of Glinda and Elphaba in this recently 
released film based on the Broadway musical. Rated PG. 
Runtime 160 minutes. Costumes optional. 

Countdown to College: What High School 
Students & Families Should Know

 Learn what you can be doing now to set yourself up 
for college success on Saturday, April 12, from 3 to 4:30 
p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. 
Geared for high school students. The program will be led 
by experts from Bound4College, hosted by the San Leandro 
Education Foundation, the San Leandro Public Library, 
and the San Leandro Unified School District. Snacks and 
door prizes. 

Students – Apply for a Summer Job
At the San Leandro Library

Apply for a summer job at the San Leandro Public 
Library. Develop job skills, give back to the community, 
and have fun. Teen volunteers must be entering grades 
9 to 12 and able to commit to 4 weeks of volunteering. 
More information can be found at sanleandro.org/library. 
Applications are due May 9.

Mystical Movements: 
Explore The World Of Belly Dance

For Arab-American Heritage Month, the Manor Branch 
Library, 1241 Manor Blvd., will present a family-friendly 
event featuring local belly dancer Nicole Maria on Tuesday, 
April 15, from 6 to 7 p.m. Experience the beauty and his-
tory of belly dancing through her captivating performance, 
followed by interactive lessons where participants can learn 
basic movements. Families and children of all ages are 
invited to celebrate and appreciate Arab-American culture 
together in this enjoyable and educational experience.

Free Community Art Event: Make a Dreamcatcher 
With the Bay Area American Indian Council

Immerse yourself in indigenous values during a fun 
“crafternoon” - make a dreamcatcher with the teachers 
and mentors of the Bay Area American Indian Council on 
Thursday, April 17, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the San Leandro 
Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. Celebrate at this finale 
event for the 2025 Community Read - Moon of the Crust-
ed Snow. Enjoy pizza and an ice cream station after the 
crafting while supplies last. 

Homework Center at the Manor Branch Library
Need help with your homework? Come to the Manor 

Branch Library, 1241 Manor Blvd., for after-school home-
work help on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
This is for students in grades 1 through 5. Registration 
needed at bit.ly/4fD096R or call 510-577-7971.

Bringing Nature Home
The Friends of San Leandro Creek invite the public 

to a free discussion moderated by Kathy Kramer, founder 
of the Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour, to watch 
Doug Tallamy’s talk, “Nature’s Best Hope” on Wednesday, 
April 16, at 5:30 p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave. 

The Martina Show is now 
available on Spotify. Martina 
Lawson Hines of San Leandro in-
vites her viewers hear the show’s 
new theme song by Chelsi Alex-
sis, Prestige, and Celeste Butler, 
on Spotify.  Find the show at: 
Spotify.com and type The Martina 
Show in the search bar. Footage 
of previously recorded shows 
are available at YouTube.com/
TheMartinaTalkShow.

Robert Maheu, whose re-
al-life adventures are the basis 
for the “Mission: Impossible” 
TV show and movies, is the 
subject of a book by Tom 
Lorentzen who will speak in 
Castro Valley. 

Castro Valley Arts Foun-
dation presents Lorentzen as 
part of their Speaker Series on 
Wednesday, April 16, at 7 p.m. 
in the Exhibition Room at the 
Castro Valley Center for the 
Arts, 19501 Redwood Road. 

The enigmatic Maheu 
and Castro Valley’s own Tom 
Lorentzen were close friends 
and business partners. Hear 
Lorentzen’s first-hand stories 
of this man of intrigue and 
danger.  Glimpse the worlds 
of the FBI, CIA, the Kenne-
dys, and Howard Hughes. 
Maheu’s life touched many 
of the important events of the 
20th century.  

To m  L o r e n t z e n  h a s 
also lived a storied life, serv-
ing in appointed roles under 
three U.S. Presidents. He was 
confirmed by the U.S. Senate 
to serve on the National Board 
to the Institute of Museum 
& Library Services. He also 
served as Senior Consultant 

to the Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Memorial Commission and 
the Ronald Regan Presidential 
Foundation. 

Currently, Lorentzen is a 
faculty member of the Hutton 
House Lecture Program at 
Long Island University and 
writes a bi-weekly column for 
the Castro Valley Forum. The 
lecture is a unique opportunity 
to talk to someone who has 
been at the forefront of history. 

Tickets are $11.32. For 
tickets: cvartsfoundation.org 
or call 510-889-8961. Free 
parking, disabled access.

Lorentzen to Speak
On Robert Maheu at 
CV Center for Arts

San Leandro Toastmas-
ters meets every Thursday 
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. online 
through Zoom. Email sanlean-
drotm@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Umpires Needed for HARD Recreation Softball
Hayward Softball Umpires Assoc. is recruiting year round, 

to work paid HARD Recreation Softball games – men’s and 
women’s and co-ed slow pitch. We train all age groups in fast 
and slow pitch. Call Educational Director at 510-586-8592 
between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. or email umpire500.61@gmail.
com for more information.

The Martina Show Now on Spotify

Martina Lawson Hines

Also, the Toastmasters 
meet in person at the San 
Leandro Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave., on the last 
Thursday of every month  
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

San Leandro Toastmasters Meet 
Every Thursday at the Main Library

By Terry Liebowitz
Special to the Times

Tom Lorentzen will speak 
on April 16 about Robert 
Maheu.

TITLE VI INDIAN EDUCATION
Public Hearing

Friday, April 18, 2025
5:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Alameda County Office of Education
Martha: 510-302-5327 BAAIC: 510-667-6950

2025 - 2026BAAIC/INCFA
Indian Community
Based Organization
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19): You’re doing better on the flexibility issue, but 
you still need to loosen up a bit to show that you can be less judgmental and more 
understanding about certain sensitive matters.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): Your personal aspect continues to dominate this 
week. But try to make time to deal with important career-linked matters as well. A 
change of plans might occur by the weekend.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20): Excuses are not really needed for much of the 
confusion that occurs this week. However, explanations from all parties could help in 
working things out to everyone’s satisfaction.

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): A surprising (but pleasant) recent turn of events 
continues to develop positive aspects. But be prepared for a bit of a jolt on another 
issue that needs attention.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): Creating a fuss might bring you the attention that 
you want. But are you prepared for all the explaining you’d have to do? It’s better 
to use more subtle ways to make your bid.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): With education continuing to be a strong factor 
this week, this could be the time to start learning some new skills that can later be 
applied to a bid for a potential career move.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22):  You might do well to reconsider some of your 
current time priorities before you get so deeply involved in one project that you neglect 
meeting a deadline on another.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21):  With an important decision looming, 
you need to be careful about the information you’re getting. Half-truths are essentially 
useless. Get the full story before you act.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): Find out what everyone’s role is 
expected to be before accepting a workplace proposal. Getting all the facts 
now could prevent serious problems later on.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): A flexible position on a workplace matter could 
be the best course to follow during the next several days. A personal issue also 
benefits from an open-minded approach.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18): Involving too many people in your workplace 
problem can backfire. Remember, allegiances can shift. Ask trusted colleagues for 
advice, but don’t ask them to take sides.
PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20): Before submitting your suggestions, take more time 
to sharpen the points you want to make. The clearer the presentation, the more chance 
it has to get through when submitted.

Matzo Ball Soup

The Importance of Matzos in the Celebration of Passover
assover, one of the most 
significant observances 
on the Jewish calendar, 

begins at sunset on Saturday 
with the first Seder meal and 
continues until the evening of 
Tuesday, April 22.
 It celebrates the exodus of the 
Israelites from Egypt. During 
the Seder banquet, the Hagga-
dah is read which reenacts the 
journey. 
 The favorite kosher foods 
of Passover, baked or fried, are 
chock-full of symbolism – but 
no leavening. Matzo, an unleav-
ened flat bread, is a staple that 
shows up in dozens of recipes. 
The dough is a mixture of flour 
and water, and is worked very 
quickly and baked in a very 
hot oven so it does not have a 
chance to rise.

MATZO BALL SOUP

  Soup:
1 (5-pound) chicken
2 large celery stalks, 
chopped
2 large carrots, cut in 
    chunks
1 onion, quartered
3 sprigs parsley
Salt and pepper, to taste

P   Matzo Balls:
4 eggs, lightly beaten
4 tablespoons chicken fat
  (from the above soup)
1 cup matzo meal
2 teaspoons salt
1/4 cup hot water
12 cups salted water

 Wash the chicken with water 
and place in pot. Cover with 
water and bring to a boil over 
high heat, skimming off bub-
bling foam as it forms. Add 
celery, carrots, onion, herbs, 
salt and pepper and simmer, 
half-covered at lower heat, 
for at least 45 minutes, until 
the chicken comes away eas-
ily from the bone. Pour soup 
through strainer to get a clear 
broth. Let cool. When broth has 
completely cooled, skim off the 
fat and save for the matzo balls.
 In a mixing bowl, mix to-
gether 4 eggs and 4 tablespoons 
chicken fat. Stir in the matzo 
meal and salt. Add the 1/4 cup 
of hot water. Cover and refrig-
erate for at least 1 hour. 
 Form the matzo dough into 
balls the size of walnuts. Bring 
the salted water to a boil. Add 
the matzo balls, cover, and 
cook for 20 minutes. Bring 

the chicken broth to a simmer. 
Remove matzo balls from hot 
water with a slotted spoon and 
add to the simmering chicken 
broth just a few minutes before 
serving.

PASSOVER MUFFINS

1 tablespoon sugar
1 teaspoon salt 
1/2 cup peanut oil
1-1/2 cups boiling water
2 cup matzo meal
4 eggs    
 Preheat oven to 400°F.
 Mix sugar, salt, oil and wa-
ter in a saucepan and bring to 
full boil. Pour mixture over 
matzo meal and mix nutil well 
blended. Beat eggs thorough-
ly and add. Using wet hands, 
form mixture into small balls 
and drop into ungreased muffin 
tins. Bake for 10 to 12 minutes, 
lower temperature to 350°F 
and bake for 50 minutes until 
golden brown.

MATZO MEAL 
PANCAKES

3/4 cup matzo meal

1 cup water
1 tablespoon sugar
1 teaspoon salt
4 large eggs, separated

Oil for cooking

 Soak matzo meal in water. 
Add sugar, salt and egg yolks. 

Mix well. Beat egg whites un-
til stiff. Fold them into matzo 
mixture. Let batter rest at room 
temperature for 30 minutes.
 Coat large skillet with oil 
and place over medium heat. 
When oil is hot, spoon enough 
batter to form small pancakes 
in skillet and cook 3 minutes on 
each side. Turn over pancakes 
when bubbles appear at top and 
cook bottom side until golden 
brown, 1 minute or so more. 
Repeat with remaining batter, 
using additional oil as needed. 
Makes 18 pancakes.

MATZO CANDY

12 matzo crackers
1 cup butter
1 cup brown sugar
1 12-ounce) bag semi
    sweet chocolate chips
1 cup chopped walnuts
 Preheat an oven to 350°F. 
Line two baking sheets with 
aluminum foil. Place the matzo 
crackers in a single layer on the 
lined baking sheets, breaking to 
fit, if necessary.
 Bring the butter and brown 
sugar to a boil in a heavy bot-
tomed saucepan over medium 
heat. Continue to cook, stir-
ring constantly, until thick and 
smooth, about 3 minutes. Pour 
the hot sugar mixture over the 
matzo, and spread evenly with 
a heat proof spatula.
 Place the caramel topped 
matzo in the preheated oven 
for 10 minutes. Remove from 
oven and evenly sprinkle the 
chocolate chips on top. Return 
pans to oven to melt chocolate, 
about 1 minute. Smooth melted 
chocolate to completely cover 
the caramel. Sprinkle with the 
chopped walnuts. 
 Chill in refrigerator for 20 
minutes, or until set. Break into 
about 4 dozen small pieces to 
serve.
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— Matt Jones & Bob Jones

For All Your 
Real Estate Needs

We Are 
Here For You

Lots of Rentals Call Today!!~ ~

Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737

San Leandro, Open Sunday 2-4:30
1400 Carpentier St. #325
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, $425,000
United Brokers Real Estate
Tere Lee / Daniele Ewing , (510)305-8827
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RECENT HOME SALES

21314 Gary Drive #206 94546: $530,000 [2 BD - 1,100 SF - 1991 
21314 Gary Drive #302 94546: $566,000 [2 BD - 1,100 SF - 1991 
8387 Norris Canyon Road 94552: $720,000 [2 BD - 1,448 SF - 1924 
4314 Shamrock Way 94546: $806,000 [3 BD - 1,220 SF - 1959 
21965 Nugget Canyon Drive 94552: $829,000 [3 BD - 1,618 SF - 1989 
21153 Tyee Court 94546: $920,000 [3 BD - 1,317 SF - 1947 
18069 Judy Street 94546: $970,000 [3 BD - 1,090 SF - 1953 
19435 Santa Maria Avenue 94546: $1,235,000 [3 BD - 1,480 SF - 1927 

TOTAL SALES: 8 
LOWEST AMOUNT:        $530,000       MEDIAN AMOUNT:       $817,500
HIGHEST AMOUNT:   $1,235,000       AVERAGE AMOUNT:    $822,000 
   
SAN LEANDRO ————————-------
2077 Washington Avenue #309 94577: $300,000 [1 BD - 618 SF - 1984 
680 Fargo Avenue #20 94579: $445,000 [2 BD - 910 SF - 1965 
241 West Juana Avenue 94577: $670,000 [2 BD - 909 SF - 1917 
15067 Crosby Street 94579: $770,000 [2 BD - 924 SF - 1948 
2110 167th Avenue 94578: $785,000 [2 BD - 1,108 SF - 1940 
14981 Patton Avenue 94578: $830,000 [2 BD - 1,328 SF - 1945 
379 Alvarado Street 94577: $870,000 [3 BD - 1,599 SF - 2000

TOTAL SALES: 7 
LOWEST AMOUNT:      $300,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT:         $770,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:       $870,000    AVERAGE AMOUNT:       $667,142
 
SAN LORENZO  ————————-------

23 Paseo Grande #C 94580: $533,000 [2 BD - 1,056 SF - 1985 
17309 Via Melina 94580: $550,000 [3 BD - 1,031 SF - 1952 
588 Via Pacheco 94580: $840,000 [3 BD - 1,380 SF - 1944

TOTAL SALES: 3 
LOWEST AMOUNT:        $533,000   MEDIAN AMOUNT:              $550,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:      $840,000   AVERAGE AMOUNT :          $641,000
HAYWARD  ————————-------

665 Dartmore Lane #257 94544: $550,000 [2 BD - 894 SF - 1988 
25055 Oakridge Court 94541: $710,000 [3 BD - 1,365 SF - 1973 
24454 Marie Drive 94542: $717,000 [3 BD - 1,673 SF - 1948 
785 Dean Place 94541: $755,000 [3 BD - 1,381 SF - 2005 
27239 Capri Avenue 94545: $850,000 [3 BD - 1,128 SF - 1957 
27437 Lyford Street 94544: $955,000 [4 BD - 1,413 SF - 1956 
25928 Gushue Street 94544: $960,000 [4 BD - 1,831 SF - 1991 
26985 Hayward Boulevard 94542: $965,000 [3 BD - 1,662 SF - 2008 
2657 Warwick Place 94542: $1,030,000 [3 BD - 1,699 SF - 1957 
29016 Tern Place 94545: $1,730,000 [5 BD - 2,687 SF - 2005 
29144 Marshbrook Drive 94545: $1,905,000 [5 BD - 3,213 SF - 2003
TOTAL SALES:            11 
LOWEST AMOUNT:    $550,000   MEDIAN AMOUNT:           $955,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:   $1,905,000    AVERAGE AMOUNT      $1,011,545

Castro Valley —————————

Steps for Getting 
Your Condo Sold

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

Bay loan officer, explains, 
“A Fannie Mae/Fred-
die Mac approval on a 
complex greatly expands 
the number of available 
buyers.” Dutra, who has, 
over the years, helped 
many developments get 
Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac 
approvals reinstated, has 
developed a strategic plan 
to get things back on track 
so as to open the door for 
potential sales.
 
 It is not always an easy 
process since the devel-
opment seeking approval 
must verify that they have 
adequate insurance, the 
proper amount of reserves 
(mandated by the state), 
be free of any lawsuits or 
ongoing litigation, have 
met any state require-
ments for upgrades or 
retrofits (eg. California’s 
Balcony Inspection laws, 
SB326 & SB721), be in 
overall good condition 
with an ongoing mainte-

L ast week I dealt 
with the fact that 
many condos have 

become ‘blacklisted’ by 
Fannie May and Freddie 
Mac, making it impossible 
for buyers to get a normal 
loan, thus rendering a 
sale virtually impossi-
ble. While there are still 
a few options available, 
the purchaser must either 
buy with cash, obtain a 
non-qualified mortgage 
(which comes with higher 
fees, rates and downpay-
ment requirements, thus 
eliminating many poten-

tial buyers) or, if a seller 
owns the property free 
and clear, they can opt to 
carry back financing for a 
predetermined period of 
time.
 
 Unfortunately, all of 
these factors combine to 
keep condo prices low-
er than they might be 
otherwise. Ultimately, 
if a seller (or group of 
sellers in a specific de-
velopment) wishes to see 
sales opening up for their 
condos, the best option is 
to get the complex off the 
blacklist.
 
 John Dutra, an East 

nance program in place. 
Additionally, the develop-
ment usually must be at 
least 70% owner occu-
pied.
 
 Many condo owners 
do not know where their 
developments are with 
regard to these items, so 
to begin, we recommend 
contacting the HOA so as 
to become fully informed. 
Secondly, it is important 
to attend all HOA meet-
ings to be involved in 
any ongoing discussions. 
Third, you could also seek 
a position on the HOA 
Board to actually become 
involved in the deci-
sion-making process.
 
 While some develop-
ments will be able to get 
approved with relatively 
minimum effort, others 
have a long, arduous 
process ahead of them. 
Dutra further explains, 
“Homeowners should be 
proactive in knowing how 
their HOA/Complex is 
doing and then insist on 
obtaining this approval.  It 
is no longer an option to 
be without it.” Successful 
sales begin with a healthy 
HOA.
 Carl Medford is a 
licensed Realtor with 
Keller Williams Realty 
and a licensed general 
contractor. This article is 
sponsored by the Central 
County Marketing Asso-
ciation.

CITY GUIDE A = SAN LEANDRO  •  B =  BRENTWOOD  •  C = CASTRO VALLEY  •  D = DUBLIN  •  F = FREMONT  •  H = HAYWARD
L = LIVERMORE • M = MODESTO • S = SAN RAMON • SLZ = SAN LORENZO •  W = WALNUT CREEK  •  Z=ALAMEDA 

SATURDAY - SUNDAY
APRIL 12-13

 CITY SAT       SUN      ADDRESS                             PRICE           BDR./BA.        REALTOR                  AGENT    PHONE
C       1:30-4    1:30-4      4403 Ewing Rd            $1,780,000           4/3            Berkshire Hathway       Cathy Brent Team          510-381-1065
A                      2-4         574 Lewis Avenue       $899,000              2/1             Rinetti & Co Realtors        Tianne                          510-329-4158
A                      1-4       15094 Alexandria St $1,199,888       3/2           Re/ Max Accord     The Lovewell Team      510-351-5555
A                      1-4         868 Serra Dr.            $829,000          3/2           Re/ Max Accord      The Lovewell Team      510-351-5555
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Summer break – just hear-
ing those words can conjure 
up images of sunshine, re-
laxation, and a much-needed 
respite from the routines and 
responsibilities of school or 
work. 

But while the idea of end-
less free time is appealing, 
it’s easy to let the days slip 
by without truly making the 
most of them. 

A successful summer 
break doesn’t necessarily 
mean being productive every 
single moment. It’s about in-
tentionally using the time to 
recharge, pursue interests, and 

set yourself up for success in 
the season ahead. 

So, how can you ensure 
your summer is both enjoyable 
and fulfilling? Let’s explore 
some strategies.

Plan, but Don’t Over-Plan
Resist the urge to schedule 

every minute of every day. The 
beauty of summer lies in its 
flexibility. 

Instead of rigid timelines, 
consider creating a general 
framework of what you’d like 
to accomplish. 

This could involve listing 
specific goals like reading 

a certain number of books, 
mastering a new skill, or vol-
unteering. Or simply outlining 
broad for each week – such as 
“Adventure Week,” “Creative 
Week,” or “Relaxation Week.” 

This way, you have di-
rection without sacrificing 
spontaneity. Think of it as a 
road map, not a rigid itinerary.

New Experiences
Summer is the perfect op-

portunity to step outside your 
comfort zone. 

Always wanted to try kay-
aking? Sign up for a lesson. 
Curious about cooking a spe-
cific cuisine? Find a class or 
try some new recipes. Con-
sider volunteering for a cause 
you care about. 

Even small experiences, 
like trying a new ice cream 
flavor or exploring a different 
part of your city, can add 
excitement to your summer. 
These new experiences will 
keep you entertained, broaden 
your horizons and help you 
discover new interests.

Rest and Recharge
While trying new things 

is great, don’t forget the core 
purpose of a break: to rest and 
recharge. 

Make sure you’re getting 

enough sleep, eating nutri-
tious meals, and incorporating 
physical activity into your 
routine. Disconnect from tech-
nology regularly. Spend time 
outdoors, whether it’s hiking, 
swimming, or simply relaxing 
in a park. 

Mindfulness and medi-

tation can also be valuable 
tools for reducing stress and 
promoting relaxation. Re-
member, burnout can happen 
even during vacation if you 
don’t prioritize self-care.

Relationships
Summer offers a chance 

to reconnect with friends and 
family. Plan picnics, road 
trips, or game nights. Visit 
relatives you haven’t seen 
in a while. Strengthen your 
bonds with the people who 
matter most. 

These connections are cru-
cial for your overall well-be-
ing and can provide a strong 
support system throughout the 
year. Put down your phone and 
be present when you’re with 
loved ones, truly listening 

and engaging in meaningful 
conversations.

Learn Something New 
Summer provides a won-

derful opportunity for learning 
without the stress of grades 
or deadlines. Pick up a new 
hobby, learn a new language 
through an app, delve into a 
subject that always intrigued 
you. 

Online courses, library 
resources, and community 
workshops are all readily 
available and can provide 
enriching learning experi-
ences. The key is to choose 
something you genuinely en-
joy, so the learning process is 
intrinsically motivating. This 
could be anything from coding 

see SUMMER, next page 

PARENTS GUIDE
Summer Strategies – Making the Most of Your Break

Summer is a good time to step out and go where you want. 
TIMES FILE PHOTO 

bike/scooter riding

WOODROE  
WOODS 

 SCHOOL

SUMMER DAY CAMP 2025

750 Fargo Ave. San Leandro |  woodroewoods.org |  510-582-3273

A  private, non-profit school serving
children preschool aged through 5th grade. 

For students who have completed Kindergarten through 5  grade. th

Daily  Adventures 
Include:

arts & crafts 

 outside play time

game room

2025 
Themes: 

Ultimate Sports

Mega Fun Fest 

Inventor’s Workshop

Art & Rhythm

For more information please visit 
www.woodroewoods.org/summer/

Now touring our
preschool/pre-k programs

for 25/26!

Children must be 2.5yo
& fully potty-trained

Pre-K: 4yo by 8/1/2025 

Limited spots remain in
our Elementary Program

for 25/26:

Kindergarten 
First Grade 
Fourth Grade
Fifth Grade 

Currently Enrolling
Preschool - 8th Grade Students

Our Summer School Program
Is Starting June 16th

Some financial scholarships are available!

St. Leander School
Now accepting applications

2025-2026 School Year

Email: across@csdo.org 
or Call: 510-351-4144

THE SWIM ACADEMY
Summer Swim Lessons

at San Leandro High School Pool

Registration
Opens Wed.,
April 9, 2025

For more information: swimacademy.co

Bilingual Learning, Socialization and Pottytraining
Call (510) 962-2208 and ask for Mrs. Lorena Rosas-Alejandre

CHILDREN’S
MONTESSORI
ADVENTURE

Children Ages 2-6

580 Joaquin Ave.
San Leandro, CA 94577

License #013418096
At Children’s Montessori Adventure, we provide a 
safe, fun and nurturing learning atmosphere where 

children can work to their fullest potential in a
multicultural and supportive environment.

It is our goal to build the foundation for a lifetime of  
discovery and thrive to inspire a love of  learning.

To assist our families’ schedules, we offer year-round
5-day programs: 9 am -12 pm, 9 am - 3 pm or 7 am - 6 pm

We are open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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HEALTH & FITNESSPARENTS GUIDE
Summer: Enjoy the season 
continued from previous page

California Poison Control 
System asks: Can you tell the 
difference between candy and 
medicine?

Many people can’t, espe-
cially children. So safely store 
or dispose of all medicines.

All too often candy and 
medicine—both prescription 
and over-the-counter (OTC)—
can look, smell, and even taste 
alike, says the California Poi-
son Control System (CPCS). 

This can be too great a 
temptation for children to 
resist, which makes safely 
storing and disposing of med-
icines critical. 

Ninety-five percent of 
children under age five who 
are treated in emergency de-
partments (ED) for ingesting 
medicine are there because 
medicines were accidentally 
left within their reach, accord-
ing to a report from Safe Kids 
Worldwide, “Safe Storage, 
Safe Dosing, Safe Kids.” 

“Kids are great explorers 

Can You Tell the Difference 
Between Candy and Medicine?

and when they find pills that 
look like candy or colorful 
liquid medicines that look like 
something cool to drink, they 
are almost certain to pop it into 
their mouth,” says Dr. Rais 
Vohra, Medical Director for 
the Fresno/Madera Division 
of CPCS. “Unfortunately, that 
can all too often be dangerous 
for your child, resulting in a 
trip to the ED. 

Those emergency room 
visits could have been pre-
vented if parents had taken 
steps to help keep their child 
from accidentally eating or 
drinking medications, Dr. 
Vohra said. 

CPCS offers parents and 
caregivers the following safety 
tips to help keep kids from 
accidentally eating or drinking 
medications.

9 Tips for Storing and Dis-
posing Medicine Safely

• Some medicines that 
have bright colors, interesting 
containers, and a sweet smell 

can be attractive to children, 
so help them avoid temptation 
by keeping all medicines out 
of their sight and reach.

• Never call any medicine 
‘candy’ in front of children.

• Store all medicines in a 
locked cabinet, out of sight, 
and out of the reach of chil-
dren.

• Keep all medicine in 
their original container with 
child-resistant caps. But re-
member: child-resistant caps 
are not 100 percent child-
proof.

• After each use, make 
sure the medicine cap is on 
tight, and return it to a locked 
cabinet.

• Be aware that OTC items, 
such as eye drops and vita-
mins, can be just as dangerous 
as prescription medicines, so 
make sure to also keep them 
safely out of reach of children.

• Properly dispose of all 
medicines that are expired or 

see MEDICINE, page 12

A summer evening is the time for outdoor theater. 
TIMES FILE PHOTO 

A walk 
in  na-
ture is 
g r e a t 
f o r 
y o u r 
health 
a n d 
s e n s e 
of well 
being. PHOTO  BY JIM KNOWLES

to photography to playing a 
musical instrument.

Set Realistic Goals 
And Track Your Progress

While summer is a time 
for relaxation, setting a few 
achievable goals can give you 
a sense of accomplishment 
and purpose. 

These goals don’t have to 
be monumental. They can be 
as simple as reading a book a 
week, exercising three times a 
week, or de-cluttering a specif-
ic area of your home. 

To stay on track, consider 
using a journal, planner, or 
app to monitor your progress. 
Celebrating small victories 
along the way can provide mo-
tivation and keep you feeling 
positive.

Boredom Can Have 
Its Benefits

In our hyper-scheduled 
world, boredom is often 
viewed as a negative. But it 
can actually be a catalyst for 
creativity and innovation. 

Instead of immediately 

reaching for your phone when 
you feel bored, allow yourself 
to simply be. Let your mind 
wander, daydream, and ex-
plore different thoughts and 
ideas. 

You might be surprised at 
what you discover. Boredom 
can be a powerful tool for 
self-discovery and can lead 
to unexpected passions and 
insights.

Reflect and Re-evaluate
As summer winds down, 

take some time to reflect on 
your experiences. What did 
you enjoy? What did you 
learn? What would you do 
differently next time? 

This reflection can help 
you identify your priorities 
and make informed decisions 
about how you spend your 
time in the future. 

It can also help you appre-
ciate the value of the summer 
break and carry the positive 
energy and insights you gained 
into the rest of the year.

A successful summer 
break is about using your 
time to recharge, explore your 
interests, and connect with the 
people and things that matter 
most to you. 

By prioritizing self-care 
and finding new experiences, 
you can create a summer 
that is both enjoyable and 
fulfilling. 

So go ahead, embrace the 
sunshine and make this sum-
mer your best one yet.

Annual 
Egg Hunt!

The City of San Leandro Recreation & Parks Department hosts its

Saturday, April 12th at 10am,  Stenzel Park • 15300 Wicks Blvd

This FREE rain-or-shine event is perfect for kids 10 years and 
under, so bring the whole family for a morning of springtime fun! 

Join us for a festive morning: 
• Egg Hunting
• Face Painting
• Photo ops with our very own 
Captain Splash & More!

Don’t forget your 
baskets, cameras 
& your biggest 
smiles. We can’t 
wait to see you 
there! 

LEARN
MORESAN LEANDRO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

WWW.SLUSD.US

YOU BELONG IN

SLUSDSLUSD
Spanish & Mandarin Immersion
Before/After School Programs
NEW! Transitional Kindergarten
(TK) Eligibility
If your child turns 4 on or before
Sept. 1, they’re eligible for
Transitional Kindergarten!

If your child turns 5 on or before
Sept. 1, they’re eligible for
Kindergarten!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

CONCRETE SERVICE

*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio, 
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete, 
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1054154. Milo  
510-502-9336.

S.L. CONCRETE SERVICE Drive-
ways, Sidewalks, Stamped Con-
crete, Retaining Walls, Tree and 
Drain Service. Lic.#982202. 510-
856-8937.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

*SPECIALIZING IN WOOD FEN-
CES, DECKS & RETAINING 
WALLS. Replace or repair paved 
walkways, yard cleaning, tree work, 
brush removal (fire prevention... don’t 
get insurance cancelled). Insured & 
Bonded #8189. Jerry 510-410-2427.

GGARDENINGARDENING/T/TREEREE SSERVICEERVICE

NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing, trees, cleanup, haul-
ing, FREE  estimates. 510 512-5857.

GIVEAWAYS

Collection of Old Time Radio shows 
CD’s to good home. 510-213-1699.

HANDYMAN SERVICE

HANDYMAN 15 years in home serv-
ice. Senior discounts, all phases re-
pairs. Rick 510-813-2599.

MISC. FOR SALE

Girls TREK 10 speed mountain bike 
$50. Castro Valley. 510-825-8412.

Queen size complete bed set 
(sheets, pillowcases, sham). $50. 
510-813-6550.

RENTALS

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

TREE SERVICE

*A CAREFUL TREE    SERVICE.  
Certified. Arborist. Lic.#694067. Trim-
ming, Removals. FREE Estimates. 
Bonded.  Call  510-581-7377.

YOUR INFOAdvertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558 CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.

MISC. FOR SALE

To Place a Garage Sale Ad 614-1558

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558

RENTALS/RV SPACES

RV/ Trailer space in San Leandro 
and Oakland& Hayward. $975/ 
month.  Call  510-481-9901.

NEED
REMODELING?

How about a
new kitchen or

bath? Check
the TIMES

"Classified Ads" &
The TIMES "Home

Service" ads for
help!

HOME REPAIRS 35 years experi-
ence. Painting, Carpentry, Roof/ 
Fence Repair, Landscaping, Hauling, 
etc. Senior Discount. 510-427-0455.
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Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number, 
and must be under 300 words. Letters can be edited for clarity or 
length. Letters are the views of the author and not necessarily the 
views of the newspaper or its advertisers. E-mail letters to: letters@
ebpublishing.com or send by mail to: The Editor, San Leandro 
Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577. 

LETTERS to the EDITOR

OPINION

San Leandro Times10 THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2025

The Alameda County 
Women’s Hall of Fame recent-
ly announced the recipients of 
the 2025 Youth Scholarships, 
awarded through the Mary 
V. King/Wilma Chan Youth 
Scholarship Fund. 

These scholarships sup-
port young women graduat-
ing from Alameda County 
high schools as they pursue-
post-secondary education.

This year, six outstanding 
students have been selected to 
receive a $5,000 scholarship 
each:

• Yuying Huang – KIPP 
King Collegiate High School, 
San Leandro

• Ester Leng – Mission San 
Jose High School, Fremont

• Jasmith Levey Baskar – 
Dublin High School, Dublin

• Huan “Katie” Liang – 

Alameda County Women’s Hall of Fame Announces Youth Scholarships

The Rock ’n’ Roll Hall of Fame is one of the places students visit who had 
winning essays, art or poems. 

The Benefits of Immigration
Editor,

I was in junior high school 
when my dad got real sick. They 
took him to UCLA medical center 
and did a lot of tests.  The doc-
tors couldn’t figure out what was 
wrong.  

Then a blood test intern who 
had arrived here from Korea on a 
student visa suggested a test for 
some disease that was common 
in his country but rarely appeared 
here. That test pointed out the 
problem. My dad got the appropri-
ate medication, and returned home 
healthy.

What if Trump had been presi-
dent and deported the intern? Our 
whole country benefits from im-
migrants from different countries, 
with different cultures, different re-
ligions, different races. Somewhere 
here, some “different” person has 

the knowledge and experience to 
solve a pressing problem.

We need to maintain an in-
clusive society. Don’t let MAGA 
deportation policies take away the 
special sauce that makes America 
truly great. Trump’s policies wreck 
and weaken our country.

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont

Uplifted by Turnout
Editor,

It was uplifting to see the 
turnout on April 5th as thousands 
protested the attacks on work-
ers, immigrants and democratic 
rights at home, but it will take a 
lot more to stop what is a rogue 
state dragging us to the edge of the 
abyss. Slogans like, “Payback at 
the primaries” and, “Dump Trump” 
will not resolve the very serious 
crises we face.

It is understandable that the de-
generate, sexual predator and con 
man Trump is the target of people’s 
anger, but Trump is not the cause 
of our, and the world’s, problems. 
He is a symptom. 

One aspect of this is the po-
litical situation. Workers have no 
political party and no voice.

Americans are disgusted with 
the two capitalist parties as we 
have seen our living standards and 
rights decline under their gover-
nance. A recent Gallup poll found 
that 63 percent of U.S. adults cur-
rently agree with the statement that 
the Republican and Democratic 
parties do such a poor job of repre-
senting the American people that a 
third major party is needed.

But we need to recognize that 
for the victims of US capitalism’s 
foreign policy, “poor job” is an 
understatement. The Democratic 
Party refused to allow a Palestinian 
speaker at its national convention. 
Biden laid waste to Gaza and 
Trump wants to build a casino over 
the bodies of murdered Palestinians 
and is now threatening to bomb 
Iran. 

As I write, the mass murderer 
and war criminal Netanyahu is a 
guest at the White House. 

The “Hands Off” movement is 
the Democratic Party’s attempt to 
get back in the game. Vote Blue is 
the goal. The protests are positive 

and hopefully will take on a life of 
their own and a real movement and 
alternative working class politi-
cal party is the result. Our future 
depends on it.

Richard Mellor
San Leandro

Article Included 
Immaterial Information

Editor,
We were glad to see that this 

paper covered in its March 27 issue 
the allegation that Vice Mayor 
Xouhoa Bowen made against 
Councilman Daniel Parra of the 
City of Fowler. However, we are 
angry about how that story was 
reported. 

Most of the article quotes 
from an official statement that 
Bowen made about the assault she 
experienced and the subsequent 
charge that was filed, which was, 
of course, appropriate. What was 
not appropriate — 1) the insinua-
tion that there is reason to ques-
tion Bowen’s allegation because 
she was not “more specific,” 2) 
ending the article with completely 
immaterial and prejudicial infor-
mation about how Bowen attended 
another National League of Cities 
conference recently and how much 
San Leandro council members 
are permitted to spend annually 
on professional development (it is 
infuriating that these points were 

included, as they cast Bowen in a 
negative light and have nothing to 
do with whether she was physical-
ly assaulted), and 3) choosing the 
jump headline “Parra’s attorney: 
‘He is innocent’ when there are 
plenty of other options for a fairer 
jump headline.

We trust that you are aware of 
the fact that women chronically 
underreport the type of assault that 
Bowen has reported. In part this is 
because of a fear that we all share 
of being publicly dragged through 
the mud or otherwise shamed for 
reporting what happened. Your 
recent article completely vali-
dates this fear. Shame on you, San 
Leandro Times. We expect and 
demand better from you.

Jessie Rubin and 
Jaimy Magdalena Mann

San Leandro

Protect Indian Lands
Editor,

American Indians for several 
centuries have entrusted guardian-
ship of sacred lands in this country. 
The lands are part of their way of 
life.  However, President Trump 
wants to desecrate the lands for 
the benefit of the corporations who 
want to exploit it for both oil and 
minerals. This is cultural genocide 
and it should be stop immiediately.

Billy Trice Jr.
Oakland

Oakland High School, Oak-
land

• Addison Lola – New-
ark Memorial High School, 
Newark

• Michelle Wong – Oak-
land High School, Oakland

Applicants were evaluat-
ed based on their academic 
achievements, leadership 
qualities, and commitment 
to community service. Spe-

cifically, they were asked 
to demonstrate how they 
embody the values of former 
Alameda County Supervi-
sors Mary V. King and Wil-
ma Chan—trailblazers who 
championed policies and 
programs benefiting women, 
girls, and families in Alameda 
County. 

Scholarship recipients 
were also recognized for their 

efforts to mentor others and 
break barriers in their com-
munities.

Mary V. King was the first 
African American woman 
and Wilma Chan the first 
Asian American to serve as 
Alameda County Supervisors. 
Both dedicated their careers to 
advocating for social justice, 
education, and healthcare ac-
cess, leaving a lasting impact 

on the community.
The six scholarship recip-

ients will be honored at the 
30th Annual Alameda County 
Women’s Hall of

Fame Luncheon & Induct-
ee Ceremony on Saturday, 
April 26, at The Club at Cas-
tlewood in Pleasanton.

The event will also cele-
brate 12 new inductees into the 
Women’s Hall of Fame.

America’s Field Trip is 
a nationwide contest de-
signed to engage elementa-
ry, middle, and high school 
students around America’s 
upcoming 250th anniversa-
ry in 2026. 

Students are invited to 
submit an essay, artwork, or 
poem answering the question: 
“What does America mean to 
you?” 

Field Trips for 
First-Place Winners

First-place winners will be 
awarded one of several unfor-
gettable field trips to places 
like Kennedy Space Center 
in Florida; the Rock ’n’ Roll 
Hall of Fame in Cleveland, 
Ohio; the National Archives 
in Washington, D.C. and 
more. Second-place winners 
and teachers can also earn 

America’s Field Trip Invites Students 
To Enter and Win an Unforgettable Trip
Winning students take a field trip to  Kennedy Space 
Center, Yellowstone National Park, Independence Hall

cash awards.  

Entries Due by April 16
Entries are due by April 16 

at 5 p.m. Entry guidelines and 
submission instructions can 
be found on the website for 
America’s Field Trip: https://
america250.org/fieldtrip  

Find teacher resources 
at:  https://america250.org/
fieldtrip/teacher-resources/
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Protest: Rally goers bring homemade signs and American flags
continued from front page

The crowd at the “Hands Off” protest chanted and waved signs as they lined up along East 14th Street in front of Root Park on Saturday.
PHOTOS BY MIKE McGUIRE 

Fil Rodriguez has a suggestion for where Donald Trump and Elon Musk should 
go, at the Root Park protest against administration policies on Saturday. 

Kathryn Garcia-Rivera holds sign showing a few things she would like the Trump 
Administration to keep its “Hands Off” at the demonstration by that name held 
at Root Park at East 14th Street & Dan Niemi Way on Saturday. 

The whole Rider family, joined by Bellem from Canines Against Chaos, came 
to the  “Hands Off” protest. A different dog owner brought a sign reading 
“Beware of DOGE.”

by the breadth of agreement 
among San Leandrans on the 
need for Washington to follow 
a different path.

“There are some people 
who are quite conservative 
here, and some people who are 
very liberal,” Gonzalez said.

There was a separate 
demonstration attended by 
about 100 people and overseen 
by a different organization, 
Indivisible, in Castro Valley 
on Friday night. 

San Leandro’s protesters 
objected to the tariffs and 
layoffs at Social Security 
and Medicare. They railed 
against Elon Musk and the 
Department of Government 
Efficiency (DOGE), proposed 
cutbacks at national parks and 
in health care, and a belief that 
democracy itself was under 
attack.

Some signs got specific: 

One urged “Make My 401(k) 
great again.”  Another suggest-
ed to  Musk and Trump that 
“Mars Is Waiting,” showing 
a rocket possibly produced 
by Musk’s Space-X company. 

One family dog, Bellem 
who came with the Rider 
family, purported to represent 
Canines Against Chaos, while 
the sign on his other side 
warned of DOGE. A common 
“Beware of Dog” sign, this 
one carried by a human, was 
edited to read “Beware of 
DOGE.” 

Protests were held in all 50 
states and in some overseas 
U.S. territories. Organizers 
said some 600,000 across the 
country had signed up in ad-
vance to attend, although this 
was not required to take part.

American flags were in 
abundance in San Leandro and 
often elsewhere, along with 
protest signs.

Demonstrators at some re-
cent protests, particularly over 
the Middle East, had skewed 
toward the young. This one, 
however, drew people across 
the age spectrum. Some ar-
rived by stroller, joined by stu-
dents of various ages, younger 
adults often pushing those 
strollers, the middle-aged and 
the elderly. 

Some observers at the large 
demonstrations ascribed this 
to members of those latter two 
age groups worrying about the 
value of their pensions. 

Those based on  401(k) 
retirement plants depend for 
their value on the stock mar-
ket’s wellbeing. 

The administration’s great-
ly increased tariffs on for-
eign goods have unsettled 
those markets, leading to a 
recent drop in stock prices, 
and made people worry about 
their 401(k)’s value.
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Medicine: Safely dispose 
continued from front page
not being used.

• Do not throw medicine 
in the trash or down the toilet 

Jessen: Shot, returned to duty 
continued from front page

Demolition: More people downtown
continued from front page

All that remains of the former bank at the corner of East 14th and Davis streets 
is two of the bank’s vaults. The demolition company will bring in some special 
equipment to remove them. 

PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES

Toft Jessen as an Oakland policeman in 1984. 

unless instructed to do so on 
the medicine label.

• Find a safe medicine 
disposal site near you.

For questions or advice on 
the safe use of medicines call 
the CPCS 24-hour hotline at 
1-800-222-1222.

After his military service, 
Jessen became an officer with 
the Oakland Police Depart-
ment where he served from 
1947 to 1984. He was once 
caught in an ambush and shot 
multiple times. But he retuned 
to full duty. 

His bravery and dedication 
continue to be legendary in 
the department and broader 
community. 

The birthday party will 
take place at the weekly gath-
ering of “The Thursday Club,” 
a tradition of active and retired 
Oakland police officers, their 
families and friends. Sup-
porters of law enforcement, 
including first responders 
– firefighters, EMTs, para-
medics, and dispatchers – are 
always invited. 

“The Thursday Club” has 
convened weekly since the 
1960s, previously at various 
locations in Oakland before 
establishing its current home 
at Harry’s Hofbrau. 

All who wish to join in 
honoring Jessen on this spe-
cial occasion and recognize 

his contributions to both the 
nation and community are 
welcome.

Strategy works to bring more 
housing, retail, and jobs to the 
city’s downtown to create a 
sense of place, reduce reliance 
on automobiles, maximize 
transit options, and promote a 
mixed-use, pedestrian-orient-
ed community. 

The seven-story building 
will include five floors of 
housing atop two floors of 
parking, as well as common 
areas and amenities. 

Each apartment will be 

equipped with a full kitch-
en, including a refrigerator, 
dishwasher, range/oven, and 
in-unit washer and dryers.

City official say the proj-
ect will bring a number of 
economic benefits to the city 
and community. In the short 
term, it is estimated that the 
developer will invest over $40 
million in the development, 
pay over $150,000 in Building 
Permit Fees, and contribute 
over $4.5 million in Impact 
Fees to support the school dis-

trict, parks and other impacts 
of the project.

According to the City of 
San Leandro, in the long term, 
the project will result in a sig-
nificant increase in property 
value and annual increases 
to property taxes contrib-
uted towards city services. 
Additionally, the over 400 
residents living in the building 
are expected to shop in the 
downtown area, supporting 
local businesses and increas-
ing annual sales tax revenue.

EXPANDEDEXPANDED
COLLECTIONCOLLECTION
SERVICESSERVICES

ACI OF SAN LEANDRO CUSTOMERS:

EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 2025.

Scan the QR code, 
or visit SanLeandroRecycles.com/
newservices for more information.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, 

NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

THE LEAFFILTER ADVANTAGE

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

BEFORE AFTER

+

We’re looking to install our 
NEXT GENERATION gutter 

guard on your home!

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase*

++ We o� er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Seniors + Military

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-510-690-89201-510-690-8920

1-510-690-8920
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285
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