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Spring is almost over and now the 
Summer season is here! Of course that 
means that First Presbyterian Church is 
preparing for Vacation Bible School 
2025. This yearôs VBS curriculum is 
entitled: ñTrue North ï Trusting Jesus 
in a Wild World.ò This is a non-
denominational curriculum whose pur-
pose is ñjust sharing Jesusô love with 
everyone.ò VBS is July 13th through 
July 17th. It begins with a light dinner 
at 5:30 pm with the programming tak-
ing place from 6:00 ï 8:00 pm. Ages: 4 
years old through 5th grade. 

March 8th was Game Night, hosted by 
Ann Coulson and Rachel Millinger. 
This was a fun and relaxing evening of 
good food, good fellowship and games, 
games, games! Thanks to Ann and Ra-
chel for planning and preparing this 
event. 

March 16th was the baptism of Ty 
Schaefer during our regular worship 
service. It is always a blessing to our 
church to have an infant baptized into 
our church family. We welcome Ty as 
a beloved child of God. On July 20th 
we have another baptism scheduled:  
Lucy Bohnert will be baptized during 
that Sundayôs regular worship. I hope 
everyone can be present to participate 
in Lucyôs baptism. 
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Mary Blanford died on April 11th 
of this year at the age of 96. Mary 
joined this church on April 3, 
1955 ï she was a member here for 
70 years! She was a recipient of 
the Lifetime Membership Award 
of First Presbyterian Church in 
1987. Mary will be greatly missed 
by her church family. 

On April 17th we commemorated 
the very first Lordôs Supper with 
our Maundy Thursday worship 
service. This service focused on 
the confession of the Roman cen-
turion who said: ñTruly this was
(is) the Son of God,ò at the mo-
ment of Jesusô death on the cross. 
We concluded this traditional ser-
vice with communion. 

On April 18th, I traveled to the 
Perryville First Presbyterian 
Church to conduct a Good Friday 
worship service for their congre-
gation. This was a moving and 
meaningful service which con-
cluded with a stripping of the 
sanctuary as a reminder that Jesus 
was stripped and beaten before he 
was hung on the cross. 

Easter dawned bright and early 
for us at First Presbyterian as the 
children and youth presented an 
Easter SonRise Service at 8:30 
am. Their service focused on the 
last seven phrases of Jesus before 
his death and resurrection. The 
service included the decorating of 
a ñflower crossò which then 
adorned our sanctuary for the next 
few worship services. See the pic-
ture of this flower cross in the 
newsletter. A breakfast was pro-
vided for all after the SonRise 
Service and then the traditional 

childrenôs Easter egg hunt 
was held indoors (in the 
sanctuary!) due to the wet 
grass conditions outside. 
Regular Easter worship fol-
lowed ï He is Risen! He is 
Risen Indeed! 

The Board of Deacons held 
a church work day on May 
17th and the building and 
grounds were certainly 
ñsprucedò up! Thanks to all 
the hard work by the Dea-
cons and other volunteers to 
make this annual work day 
a success. 
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On May 17th we held an all-church 
picnic on the back lawn of the Sil-
versmithôs House to commemorate 
the Birthday Offering which is an-
nually sponsored by the Presbyteri-
an Women. Over $400 was raised 
to contribute to the ministries des-
ignated by the Presbyterian Women 
ï and a great time was had by all 
who attended the picnic on this 
beautiful day! Thanks to the Ter-
ryôs for cooking the pork steaks, 
hamburgers, and hot dogs for the 
picnic. 

The practice of ñpassing the peaceò 
during our worship services has 
been re-instated by our Session 
now that the height of the cold and 
flu season has passed.   

A Presbytery Gathering (which was 
a hybrid in-person or Zoom meet-
ing) took place on Saturday, May 
3rd at First Presbyterian Church in 
Cape Girardeau. This very long 
meeting included the approval of a 
personal and medical leave for our 
Presbytery Leader, Rev. Ryan Lan-
dino, of 12 weeks, beginning May 
4th. At a subsequent called Presby-
tery Gathering later in May, the 
Rev. Liz Kanerva, who is our Asso-
ciate Presbytery Leader, was ap-
pointed to fill in for Ryan during 
his absence. 

As I write this article, I have just 
received word that Marjorie Ander-
son died (June 4). Marjorie has 
been attending worship with us for 
the past few years. She liked to be a 
little late (on purpose) and she qui-
etly came in and sat near the back 
on the south side of the sanctuary. 
She often wore a hat as she had 
been battling cancer for almost five 
years. Marjorieôs struggle is now 
over. She is at peace. May God 
continue to hold her in the palm of 
His hand. Prayers for her family 
and friends ï she will be missed. 

Pastorõs Notes continued An update on my work for the 
Presbytery in moderating the Ses-
sion of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Perryville:  Most of you 
are aware that my current work for 
our presbytery is to serve as mod-
erator of the Session of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Perryville. 
I meet with their Session on the 
second Tuesday of the month as 
they continue the Lordôs ministry 
as a small but inspired congrega-
tion. Of course, I am unable to be 
present for their Sunday morning 
worship, as I serve here in Ste. 
Genevieve on Sundays, but I was 
able to conduct a Good Friday ser-
vice for them in April. They con-
tinue their search for a new pastor 
but they have limited resources as 
their membership has dwindled 
over the years. I ask for your pray-
ers for this congregation which is 
our nearest Presbyterian neighbor. 
My work on behalf of the presby-
tery is volunteer work on my part 
and in no way will it interfere with 
my ministry here in Ste. Gene-
vieve ï the people and ministries 
of our church are always my first 
priority.  

I look forward to the Summer ac-

tivities of our church, especially 

the Vacation Bible School July 

13th ï 17th. First Presbyterian 

Church regular Sunday worship is 

at 10:45 am (with announcements 

beginning at 10:40 am),  except for 

August 10th, when worship be-

gins at 8:00 am to accommodate 

the Jour de Fete activities. I hope 

to see you in worship this summer! 

Trust in the Lord with all your 

heart, and do not rely on your own 

insight. In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will 

make straight your paths.   

Proverbs 3: 5 & 6 (RSV)             

  Pastor Steve 

 

___________________________ 

 

Valentines  

The children and youth, and 

one very helpful cat, made 

valentines for members and 

friendsl 

Congratulations, 

Jared! 

Jared graduated Summa 

Cum Laude on May 17 

from Missouri University 

of Science and Technolo-

gy.  He received the Bach-

elor of Science in Chemi-

cal Engineering with a mi-

nor in Chemistry. 

 Heõs living in Maryland 

Heights and working for 

Clayco Design and Engi-

neering as a Process Engi-

neer. 



Game Night  

March 8  
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Easter SonRise Service  

April 20,  2025  
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Easter Breakfast  



Easter  

Searching for Easter Eggs  



Motherõs Day 

Raising Money for the New Roof  
Marcia and Rikki hosted a yard sale on June 

7, donating the proceeds to the church roof 

fund.  The yard sale was quite successful 

with sale item donations from church mem-

bers; even the children got involved! 

Beautiful flowers and pots from the 

children and youth. 

Roof Repair  

After many, many years of ser-

vice, our church roof is in desper-

ate need of replacing.  The Ses-

sion met May 8 and decided to go 

ahead and contract with a roofing 

company to replace the entire 

roof.  This is NOT a planned ex-

pense in the 2025 budget so we 

are requesting special donations 

specifically for the church roof 

replacement.  Please help if you 

can. 



Deaconsõ Work Day 

May 17, 2025 


