
June 2026 

The Epistle 
 
 

“Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 1:2) 

God is Still Speaking 

First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

1275 Adams Ave          Church Email: churchfirstrock@gmail.com 
Rock Springs, WY  82901                                                                                                      www.firstrockucc.org                   
307-362-3530                                                              Office Hours: Mon 3:30-4:30 Tues-Thurs 12:30-4:30 

Worship: Sunday 10:30 a.m.                    
 

Pondering Pastor 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or free;  
there is no longer male and female, for all of  you are one in Christ Jesus.” ~Galatians 3:28 

Periodically, I receive unfriendly letters wondering why we at First Congregational Church (FCC) in 
Rock Springs welcome LGBTQIA2S+ people. These are not letters seeking a reply. At least once, 
such a mailing has led me to simply call the police to remove a package from my office. I still do not 
know if  that one was dangerous, but I have seen Father Micheal Lapsy preach. He had both of  his 
hands blown off  by a mail bomb because of  his work for justice in South Africa. (That particular 
worship service he was preaching, that I attended, experienced a bomb scare.) 

People of  faith can not take safety for granted anywhere. We were reminded of  this again when the 
San Diego Islamic Center was the target of  a hate crime that killed three people on May 18, 2026. 
Many of  you know that I come from San Diego, what you may not know is that both my husband 
and I grew up in the neighborhood around the mosque. I lived in, went to school and college in, and 
served in AmeriCorps in Claremont. I know the Imam at the Islamic Center. I have toured that house 
of  worship. Please keep the San Diego community in your prayers.  

Noting the proper caution and safety that faith communities need to take into account in the current 
day. If  asked to explain why FCC is “Open and Affirming" (ONA) or welcoming of  the 
LGBTQIA2S+ community I would say this: FCC officially and publicly proclaims its ONA identity 
in Rock Springs, Wyoming. Through 2025, FCC was the only church hosting a booth at Rock Springs 
Pride. I hope no church ever declares itself  ONA or participates in Pride in order to attract people to 
worship; that is not the point. Our witness to being ONA is a Christian witness to the value and  
dignity of  every human being made in the image of  God.  

At FCC, our witness to the full inclusion of  LGBTQIA+ persons is our gospel way of  telling the 
youth who grew up here and left because they faced oppression and danger, their families, the youth 
still living here, and the LGBTIQA+ community in Sweetwater County that there is a place of   
belonging for them right here. In many ways that declaration of  welcome is suicide prevention and 
violence prevention. Declaring that all people are loved by God is a witness against hate to those who 
seek to harm others. That is why we are present at Pride and ONA all year. 

In Solidarity, 

Pastor Kelli 

http://www.firstrockucc.org
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  

MONDAY 3:30-4:30 PM, TUESDAY-THURSDAY 12:30-4:30 PM 

 

WEEKLY CHURCH USE: 
LA HERMOSA– TH 7:00 PM SAT & SUN 3:00 PM 
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Women’s Fellowship will 
meet June  8th at 12:00 pm.   

All our welcome! 

June 11, 2026 

6:30 PM 
All men welcome to join 

WORSHIP SCRIPTURES  
FOR JUNE 

Summer Sermon Series I! 
June 21st-July 12th we will have a 
sermon series on the First Letter 

of  John. Come hear what was 
being said in the community 

around the Disciple John into 
the first three generations of  

Christians! 
JUNE 7, 2026 
Genesis 12:1-9 

Romans 4:13-25 
 

JUNE 14, 2026 
Leviticus 16:6-22 
Galatians 3: 21-29 

 
JUNE 21, 2026 

1 John 2:7:17 
John 8:12-20 or 12:25-26 

 
JUNE 28, 2026 
1 John 2:18-29 
John 13:31-35 

Please sign up to 
lead worship, host 

coffee hour, or share 
your art! 



IT TAKES ALL OF US TO RUN TO DO THE WORK OF OUR CONGREGATION 
AND SUPPORT OUR CHURCH BUILDING! 

 Thank You to all those who participated in the Outside Clean Day May 2nd, and the All Church Clean 
Day May 16th! 

 Thank You to Growing Faith, Mary Ruth P., Terry M, and …. For being Worship Leaders 
 Thank You to Lynne F., Liz S., Amy R. Johnny R., Cheryl W., and the Legerski Family  

for hosting fellowship. 
 Thank You to Deanne A. for displaying art in the Narthex.  
 Thank You to Kathy G., Linden O., John R., and Paul L. for working on the  

garden project! 

Cancer Care Bags 
The Mission Board and Women’s Fellowship continue to make Cancer Care bags to support 
those newly seeking treatment at Sweetwater Oncology. Donations may be made by giving funds 
or items. Below is a list of  items that go in each bag: 

 
Personal care 

Soft Socks 
Lip Balm 

Hand/body sensitive skin lotion 
Water bottle 

Hard candies/ginger chews for nausea 
Herbal tea bags 

“Give it to God” tins 
 

Skin and Sun Protection 
Mineral-based sensitive skin sunscreen (SPF 30+) 

 
Treatment Day essentials 

Journal 
Pen 

Puzzle book/color page 
Colored pencils 

Fidget items 
 

Emotional Support Items 
Handwritten note/inspirational card/quote 

Finger Labyrinth 
Other 



Reminder that we 
have a  church book 
cart in the Pilgrim 

Room.  

There is something 
for everyone to  

enjoy! 

PLEASE SIGN UP 
TO HELP MOW 

THE LAWN! 

Food Pantry 
The FCC Food Pantry continues to support  
community members in need. The pantry is  
available Monday through Thursday. We are  
currently stocked with food. Our hygiene supplies 
are getting low and we likely won’t do a 
drive until late summer. Needed items 
include deodorant, regular size  
shampoo, conditioner, lotion, toilet  
paper, and feminine hygiene supplies.  

Book Study 
How We Learn to Be Brave 

We are reading How We Learn to Be Brave by 
Marianne Edgar Budde with our friends from 
Mount of  Olives Lutheran Church and Holy 
Communion Episcopal Church. We meet  
Monday nights at 6:30pm. We have snacks but 
not a full meal. We are discussing a chapter a 
week and will discuss Chapter 4 on June 1st. 
 
 



Garden Update 
The Garden Committee has planted our three  
existing garden beds. This year tomatoes, peppers, 
onions, cucumbers, beets, and some flowers have 
been planted. We will be setting a harvest schedule 
and will ask for your help to harvest and weigh 
what we grow. Some of  this food will be donated 
and some of  it will be canned. 

Boy Scout Troop 4 has started construction of  a 
fourth garden bed. On June 1st and 2nd the  
Garden Committee will meet at 8am to create  
fencing for the in-between gardens. Please speak 
with Michele O., Linden O. Paul L., Kathy G.,  
Amy R., or John R. if  you would like to help! 



Please drop tabs off at the church. 

 

Pick up the tab for the  

Ronald McDonald House  

Intermountain Area! 

COLLECTING CANS  
AND BOTTLES  

We continue to collect cans and  
bottles for recycling. Please bring in rinsed- 

out food cans--we actually get a higher 
price for these than the drink cans. The 

funds from this collection are 
add to our discretionary fund.  

 
*Remember to take your tabs 
off the cans and bring them to 

the office for the Ronald 
McDonald House.* 

The Trevor Project has stepped up 
to provide a suicide  

prevention hotline tailored to the 
needs of the LGBTQIA2+  

community. Trevor Project: text  
‘START’ to 678-678 or phone  

 1-866-488-7386.  

The Bible Study group  
is meeting on Mondays at 2pm. 
We are reading Hosea, Micah, 

and Joel. Please join us! 

St. Christopher’s Highway assists people 
who get stuck in Sweetwater County to get 
back on their way to their destination. This 
is a major way of preventing homelessness 

in Sweetwater County.  
We need volunteers to answer the  

St. Christopher phone!  
Training is provided and you become part 
of a network of people who help, no need 
to do it on your own. Speak with Pastor 
Kelli about this opportunity and plan to  

attend the next St. Christopher’s Highway 
Board meeting June 28th at 5:30 pm. 

 

 
 
 

June 29th! 
Join us at 5pm for a potluck on  

Monday, June 29th. We may put 
out some games to play and we 

may invite you to paint rocks for the  
labyrinth. Join us for food and  

fellowship and fun!  
Sponsored by the Diaconate. 

 


