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Community Lay Director

Shortly after my walk, one of the tfeam members from that experience
unfortunately passed away. Having just completed my walk and not
being fully aware of the strength of the community, | was surprised to
read about his Emmaus Family in the obituary. At the visitation, | discov-
ered the depth of commitment and love that the Emmaus Family em-
bodies. The support that community members showed to his family was
unparalleled and unlike anything | had ever withessed.

Since then, | have felt that same love and compassion during my times
of need from my Emmaus Family. This experience has prompted me to
reflect on the term "Emmaus Family" and its importance in having a spir-
itual family of believers. Jesus defined this kind of family in Matthew
12:50, and it echoes the Body of Christ talk from our walk. It's tfruly amaz-
ing to realize that Emmaus has changed my life, and | now see that | am
part of a large family of wonderful, faithful people, as described in John
1:12-13. | encourage you to remember the significance of our family
and the fact that it is centered on Christ, as mentioned in Romans 12:5.
Let's also reflect on the Body of Christ and the Christian Action talks. |
recall the Discipleship talk and think of Galatians 6:10, which reminds us
of the importance of supporting one another. In our greatest times of
need, we can find comfort in knowing that Jesus understood this, as il-
lustrated in John 19:26-27. As we move through the upcoming seasons,
walks, reunions, and events in our lives, | encourage each of us to lean
on our Emmaus Family—during our successes, when there is work to be
done, and especially in difficult times. Please let me know how | can be
a better family member to you; my ears are always open.

DeColores! Bill Hiler, Community Lay Director

New Board Members

Make sure to check out the Board Member page of the newsletter for
the new members and changes to positions. Keep them in prayer this
year as we move forward and keep Christ in the center of our commu-
nity.
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Upcoming Events

Feb. 24: Gathering @ 7:00

Mar. 24: Gathering @ 7:00
Apr. 28: Gathering @ 7:00

Apr. 30 - May 3: Men’s
Walk #39

May 26: Gathering @ 7:00,
Men's Walk #39 Reunion
@ 6:00
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Community Spiritual Director

Did You Survive the Holidays? A
AN 0O}

As we s’rep‘i‘m‘o a nexv year, how many of you let out a sigh of relief, be- JANUARY
cause you “survived” the holidays?

For some, Christmas was filled with warmth, laughter, and meaningful
moments with family and friends. For others, it was simply something to
endure—marked by loss, loneliness, exhaustion, or the quiet weight of
unmet expectations. When December 26 arrived, many of us shifted
quickly back into routine. Decorations came down, schedules resumed,
and life returned to what we often call business as usual.

And that's exactly where January gives us an important opportunity to reflect.

Looking back, it's easy to see how much of Christmas can become about everything surrounding
it—the gatherings, the gifts, the fraditions, the busyness. None of those things are wrong. In fact,
many of them are beautiful. But if we're not careful, they can slowly move our focus away from
the Thing we are actually celebrating.

Christmas is the celebration of Christ's coming.

And that celebration was never meant to end when the tree was boxed up or the calendar
page turned. Jesus did not come so that His presence would be acknowledged for a season and
then set aside. Emmanuel—God with us—means Christ is just as present in January as He was in
December.

This is where the Emmaus journey speaks so clearly to us. Christ walks with us on the road, not only
in moments of celebration, but in ordinary days, quiet mornings, hard conversations, and faithful
obedience long after the holiday lights are gone.

As we begin a new year, may we not leave Christmas behind, but instead allow its meaning to
shape how we live going forward. May the hope of His coming, the peace He offers, the love He
demonstrated, and the grace He extends continue to be celebrated daily—in our hearts, our
homes, and our communities.

Christmas has passed.
Christ has not.

And the greatest way we honor His coming is by living every day as people transformed by His
presence.
DeColores! Jonathan King, Community Spiritual Director
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50: October 1 -4

= ybu have any questions about sponsorship,
the picture to watch a video about sponsorship.

DeColores! Cheri McClanahan, Registrars and Sponsorship



lovemmaus.org
https://youtu.be/fAMSpW7OH1c
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re the meal, serve the
oreciate seeing your smiling faces!

rysalis Flight are allowed to attend walk

Join us for Gatherings at Washington Central
Church!

4th Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm fol-
lowed by a potluck meal

www.lovemmaus.org The Upper Room: Emmaus Website
101 Agape Ideas Click here for an application!



http://www.lovemmaus.org/
http://emmaus.upperroom.org/
https://www.lvemmaus.org/101-agape-ideas/
http://www.lovemmaus.org/form.html
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heri McClanahan

ole dio’ror: John Hendrix

Norship: David Benjamin

Music: Rob Farber

Kitchen: Nick and Jamee Rockwell

Agape Chairperson: Lana Chandler

Ruggles Liaison: Bill Henry
Good Shepherd: Kim Maiberger

Chrysalis Representative: Sydney Van Meter

Webmaster: Lauren Doyle

Historian: Mike Burke
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