THE FAITH OF A FATHER

John 4:43-54


INTRODUCTION.  Our Lord experienced two eventful days in Samaria and then continued on to Galilee. Notice the sequence of the events. Jesus spent two days in Samaria where he was well received (4:40). The majority of the Jews in Jerusalem had rejected him when he had cleansed the temple (2:24), but the Jews of Galilee received him as he arrived (4:45). So, he was rejected by Jews, but received by Gentiles for two days. Then Jews received him after the two days. These events illustrate both Advents separated by the Church Age.

2 Peter 3:8, “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”

John 1:11, “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.”

Acts 28:28, “Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.”

Jeremiah 23:5-6, “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
I. THE RETURN TO CANA.  John 4:43-46a

A. Rejection in Judea. (4:43-44) “…a prophet hath no honour in his own country.” Our Lord spoke this proverb on other occasions concerning Nazareth where he grew up. Compare Matthew 13:57, Mark 6:4 and Luke 4:24. This time he spoke of Judea. It was the country of his birth, but his messianic claim had been rejected. Many did believe because of the miracles, “But Jesus did not commit himself unto them.” Contrast this with the Samaritans. With no miracles, they had not only received him, but also proclaimed, “this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.”
B. Reception in Galilee. (4:45-46a) Upon his arrival the Galileans received him. Apparently, many from Galilee observed the Passover in Jerusalem where they witnessed the works of our Lord Jesus. See John 2:13-23. Word preceded our Lord resulting in a warm reception, then he continued to Cana.
Matthew 13:57, “And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.”

Mark 6:4, “But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house.”

Luke 4:24, “And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country.”
II. THE REQUEST FROM CAPERNAUM.  John 4:46b-54

A. His Plight. (4:46b) While in Galilee our Lord Jesus first visited Cana, the site of his first recorded miracle, and a “nobleman” from Capernaum met him. He was greatly distressed because his son was near death. Status and influence do not insulate anyone from every trial in life.
B. His Plea. (4:47-49) Though high in office, the nobleman went personally to see Jesus and “besought him that he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death.” Our Lord Jesus spoke to all present saying, “Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.” His response was a lesson in faith. Remember, “he knew what was in man” (2:25). In desperation, the nobleman said, “Sir, come down ere my child die.”
C. His Path. (4:50) Jesus said, “Go thy way; thy son liveth.” The man had “besought him that he would come down, and heal his son.” It is not necessary for Jesus Christ to be present to act on our behalf. The Lord required faith of this nobleman. He said in effect, “Go and trust me.” “And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.” The nobleman demonstrated faith with obedience.
D. His Proof. (4:51-54) As the nobleman arrived, his servants met him with good news, “Thy son liveth.” Those are the very words of Jesus and they were proven true. The nobleman learned that his son’s fever had “left him” at 1:00 on the previous day and he knew that this was the precise time of our Lord’s assurance. He “believed, and his whole house.” The nobleman had believed on the promise of Jesus (4:50) and now he believed on the person of Jesus. In the end, every word of Jesus Christ will be proven true – not only to believers, but also to unbelievers. This was the Lord’s second miracle in Galilee. After this, “Jesus went up to Jerusalem” (5:1). 
1 Corinthians 13:12, “For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”

2 Kings 7:1-2, “Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the LORD; Thus saith the LORD, To morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God, and said, Behold, if the LORD would make windows in heaven, might this thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.”
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