
Peace? 

Matthew 10:34-42 

Grace, mercy and … I guess I shouldn’t say the next word. 

Jesus clearly says in our text, Do not think that I have come 

to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, 

but a sword. 

Hananiah got into trouble for proclaiming peace when that 

was not the message God wanted the people to hear. 

From the beginning, Jeremiah had preached for the people to 

repent or God would bring calamity upon them. They didn’t 

listen. Babylon’s army came, put many to the sword, and 

carried many more off into exile. They plundered the temple 

and took those vessels back to Babylon with them. 

You only got small piece of the picture in our Old Testament 

reading. Here’s what Hananiah said just before that: In the 

fifth month of that same year, … the prophet Hananiah … 

said to me in the house of the LORD in the presence of the 

priests and all the people: “This is what the LORD 

Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘I will break the yoke of 

the king of Babylon. Within two years I will bring back to 

this place all the articles of the LORD’s house that 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon removed from here and 

took to Babylon. I will also bring back to this place 

Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah and all the other 

exiles from Judah who went to Babylon,’ declares the 

LORD, ‘for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon’ ” 

(1-5). 

Hanahiah says he is speaking this word of peace on behalf of 

the Lord. It’s probably what the people want to hear, but 

Jeremiah isn’t buying it. Neither is the Lord. This is what it 

says just a few verses after our reading : Then the prophet 

Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet, “Listen, Hananiah! 

The LORD has not sent you, yet you have persuaded this 

nation to trust in lies. Therefore this is what the LORD says: 

‘I am about to remove you from the face of the earth. This 

very year you are going to die, because you have preached 

rebellion against the LORD.’ ” In the seventh month of that 

same year, Hananiah the prophet died. (15-17) 

So, since Jesus said, Do not think that I have come to bring 

peace to the earth. Should I be proclaiming peace? 

Hananiah’s message was one of happy thoughts – words the 

people were glad to hear. Jesus’ words in our text are not. 

They are jarring. They are disturbing. Do not think that I 

have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to 

bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man 

against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person's 

enemies will be those of his own household. These are not 

happy thoughts. 

They seem to be at odds with some of our favorite Bible 

passages about Jesus and peace. The angels who appeared at 

Jesus’ birth praised God saying: Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests 

(Luke 2:14). Jesus, comforting His disciples before His 

arrest and crucifixion, said: Peace I leave with you; my 

peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 



not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid (John 

14:27). Those are much happier thoughts. That’s what we 

like to hear. 

So what do we do with words of Jesus that we don’t like to 

hear? Ignore them? That’s one option, and an easy one. A 

more difficult but better option is to try to understand them 

and what they mean for our lives. 

Because Jesus said these words, we have to begin with the 

premise that they are true. 

Sometimes two truths Jesus speaks which seem 

contradictory are both true because one is Law and the other 

is Gospel. For instance, Jesus says in Matthew 5:20 - For I 

tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Then in Luke 18 Jesus tells a parable about a 

Pharisee and a tax collector. In it, the tax collector knows 

that he is so sinful he would not even look up to heaven, but 

beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

And Jesus says, “I tell you that this man, rather than the 

other, went home justified before God” (13-14). According 

to the Law there was no way the tax collector was more 

righteous than the Pharisee. But because he recognized his 

sinfulness and sought God’s mercy his sin was forgiven and 

he was more righteous than the Pharisee – because God 

made him righteous. 

Jesus’ words in our text rub us the wrong way because there 

is Law involved. Jesus’ main reason for coming to earth was 

not to bring division, but division was a result of His 

coming. To bring division was not His reason, but it was a 

result. Jesus says in John 6 [T]his is the will of my Father, 

that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him 

should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last 

day (v. 40). 

This is the Father’s will that Jesus came to accomplish, but 

is it accomplished in everyone’s life? No. And so there is 

division. To varying degrees those who reject Christ also 

reject those who become His. Over here, two people who 

used to hang out together don’t anymore because one of 

them has become a Christian. The non-Christian feels 

judged because his friend won’t do things he used to, so they 

drift apart. On the other side are families who disown their 

child because she has left the family religion to become a 

Christian. 

Because of sin in our world, faith in Jesus does bring 

division. Jesus didn’t wake up one morning and say to 

Himself, “I’m going to go down there and bring about 

division.” But because He came into a world filled with sin, 

division was a result. Jesus was rejected and killed because 

some people didn’t like what He had to say. We should not 

think that we are going to be treated any differently. Jesus 

tells us not to expect peace, even with people who live under 

the same roof. 

In fact, this lack of peace hits even closer to home. This is 

exemplified in the words of the tax collector I mentioned 

earlier. We are not even at peace with ourselves. We know 

that there are certain things God’s Law says we should not 

do. We agree that what He says is right and good. And yet 

we do them anyway. Afterwards God gifts us with 



repentance. He enables us to see our sin for what it is, be 

sorry for it, and seek His forgiveness. Jesus didn’t come to 

make us feel bad, but it is a part of receiving His 

forgiveness; not the reason, but a result. 

Jesus came to reveal the kingdom of heaven – to show us 

what it is through His words and actions. He showed what it 

is to live according to the Father’s will in everything even to 

the point dying on the cross for the sins of the people. Jesus 

was obedient in His life, and with the prayer, “Not my will, 

but yours be done,” He went to the cross for you. There 

Jesus paid in full the price of your sin. Jesus was forsaken by 

His heavenly Father so you will not be. Jesus has bought 

with His blood peace between you and God the Father. 

Through faith in Jesus as your Savior your righteousness 

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees. One day you will 

enter the kingdom of heaven. 

In this life you will not have perfect peace. Because of sin 

you will be in conflict with those around you. You will also 

face inner turmoil. But repentance leads to forgiveness and 

life everlasting. Perfect peace will not be yours this side of 

death. But because of Jesus, you will pass through the door 

of death into eternal life with Him. And there you will have 

perfect peace forever. Amen. 


