
Job’s Problem; God’s Response 

Job 38:1-11 

Among the many songs that were played at the wedding 

reception last Saturday was Charlie Daniels’ The Devil Went 

Down to Georgia. The devil went down to Georgia, he was 

lookin' for a soul to steal 

He was in a bind 'cause he was way behind 

And he was willin' to make a deal. 

Something similar really happened. You don’t have to be a 

Bible scholar to know the turn Job’s life took because of the 

deal the devil made with God. 

Job suffered great loss – loss of family, fortune, and health. 

His ten children died when the house they were in collapsed on 

them. His sheep, camels, oxen, and donkeys were carried off 

or killed, along with the servants who were tending them. Job 

was covered with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to 

the crown of his head (2:7). 

All of these things happen in chapters one and two. The other 

40 chapters are spent trying to make sense of it all. 

Job’s wife has an answer: Do you still hold fast your integrity? 

Curse God and die. Job’s friends have a different answer: 

“You must have sinned against God in some way, and He is 

punishing you for it. Confess and repent of this sin. Then His 

anger and wrath will subside.” Job rejects this answer, and his 

wife’s as well. 

Job’s faith in the Lord as his Savior is strong. We sing some of 

his words in one of our Easter hymns. Job speaks prophetically 

of Christ’s return and confidently of his own resurrection from 

the dead: I know that my redeemer lives, and at the last he will 

stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus 

destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for 

myself, and my eyes shall behold… (19:25-26) 

Job does not have a Third Article problem. He has the Holy 

Spirit in him. He believes in the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Job does not have a Second Article problem. He believes that 

the Father will keep His promise and send a Savior to crush 

Satan’s head, and that He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

Job’s struggle is a First Article problem. We confess in the 

Creed: “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth.” Job would also confess the same thing, at 

least in theory. In practice, it’s a different story. 

Job’s eternal salvation is not in question. He continually looks 

to God for the forgiveness of his sins. He even goes to God on 

behalf of his children for the forgiveness of their sins. What 

Job has a problem with is God’s handling of creation – the 

here and now – the things that happen in this life. 

We can understand why Job would have questions about 

God’s ruling of the universe. He had experienced great loss. 

In our text this morning, God begins to give Job an answer. 

We may not find it to be very satisfactory. It is much like we 

may have heard from a parent or boss. It’s a classic 

conversation. The child asks, “Why?” and the parent responds, 

“Because I said so, that’s why.” 

It is an answer that is a non-answer. But it does put into 

perspective the dynamics of the relationship. 



[T]he LORD answered Job … "Who is this that darkens 

counsel by words without knowledge? Dress for action like a 

man; I will question you, and you make it known to me. 

"Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell 

me, if you have understanding. Who determined its 

measurements--surely you know! Or who stretched the line 

upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its 

cornerstone, when the morning stars sang together and all the 

sons of God shouted for joy? "Or who shut in the sea with 

doors when it burst out from the womb, when I made clouds its 

garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, and 

prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors, and said, 'Thus 

far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud 

waves be stayed'?” 

God gave Job the opportunity to respond: I will question you, 

and you make it known to me. Did you hear Job answering any 

of the questions? We don’t, but we can see his answer (hands 

raised in an “I don’t know” gesture). 

To drive home His point God continues to fire questions at Job 

for the rest of chapters 38 and 39. At the beginning of chapter 

40 Job gets 3 verses: Then Job answered the LORD and said: 

"Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer you? I lay 

my hand on my mouth. I have spoken once, and I will not 

answer; twice, but I will proceed no further." 

He seems to get it, but just to make sure Job understands who 

is God and who is not, the Lord uses the rest of chapters 40 

and 41 describing the great mysteries of creation and His 

control over them. 

Job gets it. In the last chapter he confesses, I know that you 

can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be 

thwarted… I have uttered what I did not understand, things too 

wonderful for me, which I did not know (42:2-3). You are 

right, Lord. You are God and I am not. 

Switching very quickly from quoting Job to quoting Charlie 

Daniels: 

The devil bowed his head because he knew that he'd been beat. 

And he laid that golden fiddle on the ground at Johnny's feet. 

The devil’s deal with God concerning Job did not work out the 

way he wanted. It worked out the way God know it would. 

Job’s faith remained strong, and when Job listened to God’s 

word of Law, he repented of his doubt in God’s ability to take 

care of bodily things as well things spiritual. 

Vera Gienapp has a saying on her refrigerator that puts it in a 

more Gospel way. I took a photo of it when I visited her on 

Thursday. Stitched in green lettering on a white background, it 

says, “Good morning, this is God! I will be handling all your 

problems today. I will not need your help, so – have a good 

day.” 

We know that we are in God’s hands – body and soul, and that 

that’s a good place to be. He saved our souls through His Son, 

Jesus’, life, death, and resurrection. He gave us His Holy Spirit 

in our baptism and He continues to come to us in His Word. 

God the Father is the creator and sustainer of all things, 

including you. God’s got you. God’s got you soul and body. 

Amen. 


