DYNAMIC IN HIS WILL

Luke 8:22-9:17


I. THE STILLING OF A TEMPEST.  (Luke 8:22-25)

A. The Stormy Sea.  (Verses 22-23)

B. The Stricken Seamen.  (Verse 24a)

C. The Sudden Stillness.  (Verse 24b)

D. The Sovereign Savior.  (Verse25)  

II.
THE SUBDUING OF A TERROR.  (Luke 8:26-39)  Our Lord crossed the Sea of Galilee and arrived on the eastern side “at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee.” Gadara is located about thirty miles inland concerning the skeptics.  However, this event occurred “at the country” or general vicinity of Gadara and the terrain north of Gadara meets the demands of this account. Upon his arrival two demoniacs met the Lord Jesus according to Matthew 8:28, but Mark and Luke both focus on one individual who was probably the principle speaker.  Note “a certain man” in verse twenty-seven.
A. The Maniac. (Luke 8:26-29)

1. His Dreadful Condition. (Verses 26-29a)  This “certain man…had devils”, wore no clothes and dwelt in the tombs. Moreover, he had been in this condition for a very long time. He was a demoniac, he was disoriented and he was dangerous. This man was a terror to his community.     
2. His Dreadful Captivity.   (Verses 29b-30) This “certain man” could not be bound with chains and fetters, but he was bound by a legion of devils. The evil spirits even controlled his speech. With his tongue, they said, “What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high?” (Verse 28). Note that like other demons, these recognized Jesus (Acts 16:17, 19:15). Then the devils said, “I beseech thee, torment me not.” The devils know what will come! Compare Matthew 25:41. They even answered when Jesus asked the man’s name.  They said, “Legion: because many devils were entered into him.”
Mark 5:5, “And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.”

Acts 16:17, “The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.”

Acts 19:15, “And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye?”

Matthew 25:41, “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:”
B. The Master.  (Verses 30-31)  The devils not only know Jesus, but they recognize his authority. So, they fear him. See Mark 1:24.  “And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep.” Compare Genesis 1:1-2 and Mark 5:10. The “deep” does not refer to the Sea of Galilee because that’s exactly where the demons went.
Mark 1:24, “Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God.”

Mark 5:10, “And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country.”

Genesis 1:1-2, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”

C. The Miracle.  (Verses 32-36)
1. The Performing of the Miracle. (Verses 32-34)  Then these devils “besought him’ that he would permit them to enter into a nearby herd of swine. “And he suffered them.” The evil spirits left the man and entered into the herd of swine. Animals lack will and these pigs were immediately destroyed. This demonstrates the purpose of Satan (John 10:10). The results are the same with men. It simply takes longer. News of this event spread quickly in the community.
Matthew 12:43, “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.”

John 10:10, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”
2. The Proof of the Miracle. (Verses 35-36) A changed life is the proof. The man who had terrorized the community was completely changed. When the devils departed, he was found sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. There were eyewitnesses in verse thirty-six.
D. The Multitude.  (Verse 37) The people in the area observed the man whom Jesus had freed of demon possession and they were fearful (Verse 35b). He had been a terrible nuisance and they had tried to bind him (Verse 29). They wanted something done, but they did not want this man to become a “religious fanatic.”  There was also the matter of the swine herd (Verse 16b), because this event hurt the local economy (1 Timothy 6:10). So, they begged Jesus “to depart out of their coasts.” The Lord Jesus can be accepted or rejected and he respects individual liberty. He complied.
1 Timothy 6:10, “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”

E. The Mission.  (Verses 38-39) The demon possessed man had been completely changed by the Lord Jesus Christ. So, he naturally and earnestly desired to be with Jesus, but Jesus “suffered him not.” The Lord had a work for this man to do in that country and he did it well. See Mark 5:20 and 8:1.
Mark 5:20, “And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel.”

Mark 7:31, “And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis.”

Mark 8:1, “In those days the multitude being very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples unto him, and saith unto them,”
III. THE SUBJECTION OF A TOMB.  (Luke 8:40-56)

A. A Distracted Father. (Verses 40-42)

B. A Diseased Woman. (Verses 43-48)
C. A Dead Child. (Verses 49-56)
IV. THE SENDING OF THE TWELVE.  (Luke 9:1-10)

A. The Twelve. (Verses 1-6)

B. The Tetrarch. (Verses 7-9)
C. The Tidings. (Verse 10)
V. THE SPREADING OF THE TABLE.  (Luke 9:11-17)

A. The Crowds. (Verse 11)

B. The Crisis. (Verses 12-13a)

C. The Christ. (Verses 13b-17) 
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