
The Blood Saves 

Matthew 26:17-30 

There is blood, lots of blood. It’s all over the people. 

But they aren’t moaning and groaning. There are no 

sounds of pain or agony. And it’s not because they 

are dead. It is not their blood. It is the blood of the 

covenant that has been established between them and 

God. 

[Moses] sent young men of the people of Israel, who 

offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace 

offerings of oxen to the LORD. And Moses took half 

of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the 

blood he threw against the altar. Then he took the 

Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of 

the people. And they said, "All that the LORD has 

spoken we will do, and we will be obedient." And 

Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and 

said, "Behold the blood of the covenant that the 

LORD has made with you in accordance with all 

these words." 

It may surprise us that without cleaning up or 

changing clothes Moses and 73 others went up 

Mount Sinai, saw God and ate and drank with Him. 

The surprise from the standpoint of the text is that 

God did not lay his hand on [them]. They had 

previously been strictly warned not to try to come up 

the mountain or even touch it or they would die. I 

don’t think it is a stretch to say that it was the blood 

that saved them.  

There is blood, lots of blood. The word is in our 

Epistle reading 10 times. It compares the blood of 

goats and calves to that of Jesus, and states how 

much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 

God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve 

the living God. And it ends with this very bold and 

clear statement: without the shedding of blood there 

is no forgiveness of sins. 

The men that ate and drank with God did not clean 

themselves up. The blood of the covenant made them 

clean. So it is with us. What is it that makes us 

worthy to approach the Lord’s Table to eat and 

drink? That we have been pretty good this week? 

Pretty good compared to what? Some other people 

you know? That’s not much of a comparison. They, 

too, are poor miserable sinners. The true comparison 

is to God’s Law. And we always fall short. 

Does being a confirmed member of this congregation 

make you worthy to approach the Lord’s Table? It is 

a good thing. It means you have studied Scripture 

and the Small Catechism and grasp the faith of the 

Church – what it is that we believe, teach and 



confess. But being confirmed, in itself, does not 

make you worthy. 

No, what makes you worthy is faith in Jesus as your 

Savior and in His body and blood there in the bread 

and wine for the forgiveness of your sins. It is Jesus 

and His blood that makes us worthy. It is what 

cleanses us from all our sin. Jesus’ blood saves us. 

Jesus’ word of power defies our reason and logic and 

places His body and blood in the bread and wine of 

His Supper. Jesus’ word of gift adds “for you” for 

the forgiveness of all your sin. 

There is blood, lots of blood, as God acts to save His 

people. Today we remember the new covenant Jesus 

established with us – instituting the blessed 

sacrament of His body and blood given for us. 

Tomorrow we remember how He sealed the deal on 

His cross – shedding His blood to pay for the sins of 

the world – to pay for your sins. 

There is blood, lots of blood, and by it you are saved. 

Amen. 


