
Natural Horsemanship 

Every Horse Deserves a Chance 



We are very experienced in dealing with horses from all walks of life.  
The majority of the work we do is centred around starting (in more 
traditional methods called breaking in) young horses and remedial 
programmes, which have been individually planned for horses with 
behavioural problems. 
 
We can help you overcome many issues including : 
 
• Horses that bolt, nap, buck or rear 
• Phobias such as traffic, dogs, clipping, vets, dentists 
• Horses that refuse to load into horse boxes or trailers 
• Horses who are aggressive to other horses or people 
• Competition horses lacking in confidence or becoming over-excited at events 
• Enabling children to handle ponies 
• Starting young and problem horses (breaking-in) 

 
But you don't need to have experienced these problems to bring 
your horse to us!  We also work with young horses and offer 
training for owners who have bought a new horse, enabling 
them to establishing leadership and building a good relationship 
from the start!  
 
Trust and leadership is achieved by controlling the horse's 
movements in much the same way as a lead mare would do in a 
herd.  With a leader to follow (imitating the instinct of herd-living 
animals) the horse actively seeks to work with its trainer rather 
than resist. 
 
This is achieved over a number of sessions in the round pen, 
the rate of progress depends entirely on the horse's response. 
 
This work cannot be rushed, however Gary has publicly demon-

strated that it is possible to gain the trust of a completely untouched horse and, within the 
space of half an hour, have it moving fluently under both saddle and rider. 
 
In the case of a starter, our work ensures that the horse has trust in its handler and will hap-
pily accept the bridle, saddle and rider.   
 
The key to our work is that we work with you AND your horse.  We don't take 
horses in without involving you and we like you to see all the work we do with 
your horse - our aim is to train you in our techniques to enable you to contin-
ue the work at home. 
 
The only equipment we sell is our simple Double Diamond halters - we don't 
sell expensive books, videos and fancy equipment.  The halters are vital for 
continuing the groundwork and halter training you will learn from us. 
 
We assess each horse on the first work day and the work programme is tailored to each 
specific case.  Every horse and owner is different and we believe in training you and your 
horse specifically to ensure success. 

Introduction to Witheford Equine                      
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       Services and charges 
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General Terms 

All prices effective from 05.04.17 & subject to VAT at prevailing rate 

*Excluding travel—car mileage @ 45p / mile 

Third party services charged at cost + 15% 

Veterinary fees invoiced direct to Owner 

Please see our Terms & Conditions of Trading 

Payment due on or before departure please 

E&OE 

Residential Services Cost £ 

Residential Work including all Livery (per day) 70.00 

Horsewalker Livery (per day) 40.00 

Box rest (per day) 35.00 

Lesson / Ridden Session (for horses on Horsewalker livery 10.00 

Winter Grass Livery (per day) 11.50 

Summer Grass Livery (per day) 9.50 

Transport Services  

Loader Call out* 300.00 

Horse Transport (Third Party Supplier) Cost + 15% 

Horse Transport per mile (WEL Horsebox) 1.50 

Treatments  

Clipping 25.00 

Farrier/Dentist/Osteopath Cost + 15% 

Medication Cost + 15% 

Consumables  

Halter 25.00 

Rope 5.00 

Aloe Vera 3.785l (VAT exempt) 35.00 



All new arrivals are assessed before work to ensure they are 
ready to be worked, ensuring there are no medical issues such as 
dental or skeletal matters causing behavioural issues. 
 
Owners are key to the work we do, we actively encourage you to 
be involved in the training so that you can return home and carry 
on using our techniques. 
 
Starting Youngsters 
Horses are started in our indoor round pen with a short session of 
lungeing but we quickly move on to long reining and the 
introduction of a jockey. 
 
The work continues in a schooling environment, trotting ring and 
on our gallops, any horsebox loading issues are also dealt with 
and all horses leave here having been de-flighted. 
 
Any farrier, dentist, osteopath or veterinary attention required is 
arranged by us and we give regular updates.  Any issues are 
resolved before leaving Westcourt. 
 
General Remedial Work 
We deal with a huge variety of issues for horses of any age and at 
any stage in their career, these include all sorts of ridden 
problems such as napping or bolting, bucking, rearing, problems 
when legging jockeys up, aversion to veterinary treatments such 
as injections or scoping, problems with clipping, putting the bridle 
on etc. 
 
We also deal with many horses who get anxious at events such 
as show jumping, dressage, cross-country and fun rides. 
 
Loader call outs 
We all know how frustrating it can be if you want to go to a show or 
even get home and your horse decides not to load!  We offer 
several options to help! 
 
A 'bad loader call out' – we come to your yard, load the horse(s) 
and train you in the basic techniques. 
 
A call out followed by the horse coming to Westcourt for a follow up 
remedial work for loading issues – this gives you far more time to 
learn and practice the techniques and reduces the likelihood of the 
horse ‘trying it on’ or any other issues coming out later!  We reduce 
the call out fee by 25% for this option. 
 
The horse is simply brought here without a prior call out – if you can 
load and travel the horse by hook or by crook, or with a companion 
or even sedated by the vet...for the last time! 

Our methods allow the horse to quickly learn and respond in the light of their own natural 
behavioural patterns.  In this way they learn to accept human control  quickly and are ready 
to go into training in a much shorter space of time. 

Remedial Work                            
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      Our Facilities 
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We have 40 loose boxes with isolation quarantine boxes for international arrivals / 
convalescing horses. 
 
Westcourt comprises 80 acres of excellent grazing offering daily turn-out facilities in secure 
post and rail paddocks, each with field shelters. 
 
Burbage offers a variety of local village roads ideal for young horses and for re-educating 
horses with previous traffic problems. 
 
Our Indoor and Outdoor Round Pens are secure and have all weather surfaces, lighting and 
are perfect for all ridden work, loose schooling and the groundwork involved with remedial 
cases.   
 
Our purpose-built Canter Ring has secure rails and a bark surface which is ideal for working 
juveniles, nervous horses and those known to bolt. 
 
Our private Gallops are secure, with viewing galleries for owners to watch horses work.   

 
We have skilled riders and dedicated staff.  This, together with 
excellent relationships with our Veterinary Surgeons, Farrier, 
Equine Dental Technician and Chiropractor, ensures all horses 
in our care receive the best attention. 
 
Our main yard is served by a covered Horsewalker, Equine 
Weighing Scales, CCTV and automatic security gates serving 
the main entrance, Canter Ring and Gallops. 
 

Database records are kept of each horse for future reference. 
 
We are also distributors for Double Diamond Halters and Myler bits.  This means we can 
recommend and supply whichever  halter and / or bit is suitable for your horse.  
 
Our Oakley Lambourn Racemaster Horsebox is modified for horses 
who have loading / travelling issues and is also on hand to transport 
horses all over the UK. 
 
We can use our transport or yours for loader callouts, whether the 
horse is coming to Westcourt or not, we can discuss the options with 
you. 

Westcourt Stables is equipped with all the facilities needed for working with young and 
problem horses to ensure that horses are cared for and worked in a safe, relaxed and 
professional environment.  



1. Do I need to bring my horse’s feed or hay? 

No, all our prices include hard feed and hay – although as we feed a very simple diet of 
nuts, cool mix or Alfa, if you really need your horse to be kept on a specific diet we would 

ask you to bring it.  
 

Any supplements you include in his / her diet can be brought and included in 
each feed as directed. 

 

Hay or Haylage is included.  Any specific dietary or medical requirements will be noted on 
your horse’s stud card after you check in. 
 

2. Do I need to bring tack, boots or rugs? 

You do not need to bring your tack as we use all our own equipment, but if 
you use very specialised equipment, it will be labelled with your details and 
locked in our tack room. However, we cannot take responsibility for loss or 
damage. All horses worked at Westcourt are worked in boots supplied by us. We ask you 
to bring a stable rug or fly sheet if required dependent upon the season. Most horses are 
not turned out whilst on remedial programmes so Turn Out rugs are not required unless 
we advise otherwise.  
 

Please bring and use your own PPE (riding hat, body protector, riding boots) when you 
ride your horse or a companion / lead horse at Westcourt. 

 

3. Do I need to bring the horse's passport?  

Yes please, we do require your horse's passport and also a signed copy of 
the Remedial agreement for our insurance which can be downloaded from 

our Natural Horsemanship page. 
 

4. When will my horse be worked? 

We will book a time with you when you check in unless this has been done during your 
initial booking.  
 

5. Why can’t I come and work with you after I finish work?  

We have routine for the benefit of the horses and the yard closes at 4pm for evening sta-
bles. We also prefer to work all horses in the morning but if commitments mean this is 
difficult for you, we can discuss alternative arrangements for an afternoon work session. 
 

6. Why do bookings start on a Sunday? 

We like all horses to arrive on Sundays as they are given time to settle in 
without being worked straight away. Sundays are rest days for all resident 
horses and as the yard is shut to owners it is quieter for the new arrivals. 
 

7. Are any horses worked on the day they arrive? 

Not usually. This is because we like to let them settle and it gives us the opportunity to 
observe their general behaviour and attitude when being handled during yard duties be-
fore any round pen work. 
 

8. What time should we arrive at Westcourt? 

You can arrive anytime between 11am and 3pm, this enables the staff to moni-
tor your horse before evening stables and gives the horse time to settle in dur-
ing evening stables.  

 

We do arrange an ETA with you but you do not have to arrive exactly on time, however 
we do appreciate a call if you are going to be very early or late! 

www.garywitheford.co.uk                    

Frequently Asked Questions!                       



9. How long will my horse be with you? 

We cannot determine this until we have seen both you and your horse and carried out an 
initial assessment. It is a bit like counselling and as each case is different.  We will en-
deavour to keep your stay here as short as possible but you will be updated and consulted 
daily after each session and you are involved in all the work so will be able to judge first 
hand how well you are both progressing. You should be aware that if we have suggested 
completing Points and Call-Up with your horse, this will involve a minimum stay of 5 work-
ing days. 
 

10. What happens if my horse needs the farrier, vet, osteopath or any oth-
er medical intervention? 

We have excellent practitioners for all these requirements and these can be 
booked prior to your horse’s arrival or after arrival if a problem is highlighted. 
 

11. Can I hack my horse out whilst at Westcourt? 

This is generally not the case as the pen work is quite hard work physically and psycho-
logically for the horse and therefore extra work is not advised, however in cases where 
your problems are associated with ridden work, riding will obviously be built into the reme-
dial course as appropriate. 
 

12. Do I need to do any specific work or training before coming to you? 

No, you may as well let us see your horse as he / she really is! We see all sorts of cases 
and the points and call-up resolves each case by Establishing Leadership in the first 4-5 
days – therefore any work done prior to arrival tends not to be of benefit. 
 

13. How do I pay the bill? 

We accept cash and cheque payments and can also accept credit / debit card 
payments by prior arrangement, although these payments are subject to a han-
dling charge. We ask for all remedial accounts to be settled on departure. 

 

14. Can I leave my trailer / horsebox at Westcourt? 

Yes, your keys will be locked away securely but we cannot take responsibility for loss or 
damage. 
 

15. What if my horse goes lame or is ill before my date of arrival? 

Just keep us informed and we will re-schedule as soon as possible – the pen work is quite 
demanding so it is best to wait until your horse is fully recovered to get the best results 
when here. If they become lame or unwell here, they can be put on livery if you wish, until 
they are recovered. 
 

16. Can I bring my friends, children, dogs, family.....? 

We encourage you to work with us as much as possible and with that in mind, any family, 
friends or yard staff that are involved with your horse and who you feel would benefit from 
being involved with the remedial work, are welcome to attend with you and be involved as 
you feel appropriate. We are as child friendly as possible (!) but suggest that it may be 
best if very young children who may interrupt your concentration, are not brought to 
Westcourt unless you have a 'babysitter' to keep them occupied!  
 

With regards dogs, we politely ask that you do not bring dogs to the yard as 
we have our own yard dogs and this can cause some difficulty (and noise)..... 
 

Any other questions? Just contact us by phone or e-mail us 

and we will do our best to help! 
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       Services and charges 



Westcourt Stables 

Westcourt 

Burbage 

Marlborough 

Wiltshire  SN8 3BW 

 

Phone: 01672 811423 

Fax: 01672 811416 

Email: info@garywitheford.co.uk 

www.garywitheford.co.uk 

LOCATION 

Approximately six miles from Marlborough 

Easy access from all major routes 

(M4, M3 / A303 & A34) 

For satnav systems our postcode is SN8 3BW 
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