
   The Larimer County Genea-
logical Society has announced 
that registration is open for 
their “Conference for a 
Cause,” an all-day family his-
tory seminar to be held from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 15, 2016 in Loveland, 
Colo., in the Community Room 
at the Medical Center of the 
Rockies.  
     Curt Witcher, Senior Man-
ager for Special Collections at 
the Allen County Public Li-
brary, a job that entails man-
aging The Genealogy Center, 
serving as general curator for 
that institution’s Rare and 

Fine Book Collection, and su-
pervising the new Lincoln Fi-
nancial Collection’s Lincoln Li-
brary. He has worked at the 
Allen County Public Library for 
more than 35 years. Curt is a 
member of the Genealogy Com-
mittee of the American Li-
brary Association, a past chair 
of the association’s History 
Section, a former president of 
both the Federation of Genea-
logical Societies and the Na-
tional Genealogical Society, 
and the founding president of 
the Indiana Genealogical Soci-
ety. The conference will raise 
money for two local area chari-

table causes—the first is the 
Historic Marker Project at 
Fort Collins Grandview Ceme-
tery, a project of Friday’s 
Council Tree Chapter of 
DAR; the second is to raise 
money for the “Preserve the 
Pensions Project,” a national 
effort to digitize pension 
papers of soldiers from the 
War of 1812. Early registra-
tion is $45 for a limited 
time. The days’ topics will be: 
—Historical Research Meth-
ods to Find All the Answers 
—New Sites and Sources for 
Military Records & Research  

Cheyenne Genealogy Journal 
Upcoming Events: 
 
13 September 2016 
“Home On the Range” 
Ron Roberson 
6:15-8:30 p.m. 
CGHS Monthly Meeting 
Laramie County Library 
 
6, 13, 20 Sept 2016  
“Introduction to Family 
Tree”* (Intro, Adding 
Photos, Adding Sources) 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Gasson, Turner, Bosselman 
 
17 September 2016 
“Valuing Our Veterans” 
Cemetery Stroll 
10:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
Grandview Cemetery 
1900 West Mountain Ave. 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
$6  (adults); $3 (12 & un-
der) 
 
6, 13, 20, 27 Oct 2016  
“Introduction to Family 
Tree”* (Intro, Adding 
Photos, Adding Sources, 
Merging Duplicates) 
7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Bosselman,Turner 
 
15 October 2016 
“Conference for a 
Cause”** Four lectures by 
Curt Witcher presented 
by the Larimer County 
Genealogical Society  
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Medical Center of the 
Rockies, Loveland, Colo. 
**see registration info in 
article at left 
 
 
*Registration required 
@Family History Center 
Tue-Fri: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
307-634-9536 

Message from the CGHS President… 
 

     As the summer is winding down, I hope each of you have had the pleasure of doing 
something – not undone.   
     Let me explain.  I have often bemoaned my lot, as it seems like I most of what I do 
in life is undone… I weed the garden and then again in a week.  I do laundry and the 
next thing I know the basket is full – Again!  I pay the bills…., go to the dentist…., or 
my husband Bruce will take the car in for an oil change…., or mow the lawn….  I think 
you get the idea…. UNDONE, so much of what we do, simple, perhaps tedious or menial 
work, is frequently UNDONE. But, that is not the case when I am working on my family 
history!  That is one of the great pleasures to be enjoyed in discovering our ancestors.  
“Grandma” once found is usually found forever.  It is a search I never need to embark 
upon again.  True, it may have been a tedious search initially, but oh so rewarding when 
completed and finished – Forever! 
     There are other family history tasks that can be completed forever that assist our 
entire community.  We can participate in FamilySearch Indexing and index a record for 
the very last time – Forever.  That indexed record now becomes searchable and availa-
ble to anyone in the world who may be looking via the internet.  We can take digital 
images and upload them to websites like Find a Grave, Billion Graves and like magic, 
these images are now searchable and available as well – Forever!  FamilySearch also 
encourages you to share not only images, but digitized documents and stories to your 
ancestors’ pages, and they will make sure that digitized data is stored and maintained 
safely in the Granite Mountain Vault…for you and all your descendants to access and 
enjoy – Forever! 
     I was able to spend a week with my mother’s younger brother this month.  He is 92 
this September, his parents, siblings and their spouses all deceased.  He is the last one 
who can share with me the stories of my mother’s childhood, and their parents – my 
grandparents.  Oh, how I enjoyed spending the days with him, looking at photographs 
of them taken before my time.  Listening to and making record of the thoughts and 
stories they elicited was pure delight as we laughed and cried together.  Now, that the 
photos are properly captioned, I am working on uploading them to FamilySearch where 
all the family may access, view and enjoy – Forever! 
I wish you each may feel the joy and satisfaction of doing a few things – not undone.  I 

really like this completed and finished – Forever stuff!    Gloria Milmont, President 

Colorado’s ‘Conference for a Cause’ Will Be Held Oct 15 in Loveland 

—Mining the Mother Lode: 
Using Periodical Literature 
for Research 
—Doing Effective Genealogi-
cal Research in Libraries. 
   For more information on 
the conference, speaker and 
sessions, or to register, go 
to http://www.lcgsco.org//
events/conference-for-a-
cause-2016/ 

http://www.lcgsco.org/events/conference-for-a-cause/
http://www.lcgsco.org/events/conference-for-a-cause/
http://www.lcgsco.org/events/conference-for-a-cause/


This article is by Joshua Taylor, 
genealogist with Genealogy Road-
show.  See:  http: //www.pbs.org/
genealogy-roadshow/genealogy-
tips/connecting-to-royalty 
 
     A question often asked of Genealogy 
Roadshow is to verify someone's con-
nections to royalty or nobility. While 
rumors of royal connections often run 
rampant in a family tree, there are cer-
tainly valid connections to be 
found. From Charlemagne to the late 
Princess Diana, thousands of Americans 
have an interest in seeking out a royal 
connection. While it is quite unlikely 
that solving this genealogical mystery 
will result in an invitation to a family 
reunion at Buckingham Palace, finding a 
family's noble roots can be an exciting 
adventure. 
     As a first step, it is important to 
remember that connections to royalty 
are often extremely distant and far 
removed. It is not uncommon to find a 
relationship to someone such as William 
the Conqueror, though you might find 
yourself tracing your line back more 
than a thousand years to find him. Many 
find connections to members of the 
royal family that date back several cen-
turies. Often one royal connection will 
lead to another, as so many families 
intermarried across several genera-
tions. Millions of Americans can trace 
their distant roots back to someone of 
royal blood, which in turn means that 
connecting to royalty can also yield 
thousands of previously unknown cous-
ins. 
     A common way to connect to royalty 
is through a "gateway ancestor," some-
one who already has proven royal ances-
tors. Those who have colonial American 
ancestry will often find an ancestor or 
two with royal links, particularly those 
who have early New England families in 
their tree. A few key resources have 
been created that offer lists (and the 
trees) of hundreds of gateway ances-
tors: 
—Cokayne, George Edward, The Com-

plete Peerage of England, Scotland, 
Ireland, Great Britain and the 
United Kingdom, Extant, Extinct, 
or Dormant. London: St. Catherine 
Press, 1910. 

—Richardson, Douglas. Plantagenet An-
cestry: A Study in Colonial and Me-
dieval Families. Baltimore: Genea-
logical Publishing Company, 2004. 

 

The Ins and Outs of Connecting Family to Royalty 

—Roberts, Gary Boyd. Royal Descents 
of 600 Immigrants to the Ameri-
can Colonies or the United States. 
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 2008. 

—Weis, Frederick Lewis, Ancestral 
Roots of Certain American Colo-
nists Who Came to America before 
1700, 7th ed. Baltimore: Genealogi-
cal Publishing Company, 1992. 

You can often find these books at your 
local public library or in genealogical 
collections. If you can't locate a local 
copy, talk to your local public library's 
interlibrary loan department to see if 
they can order a copy to borrow.       
     In addition to printed books, some-
times an online family tree might pro-
vide a clue to royal connections. A 
strong word of caution, many links in 
online trees are incorrect and lack any 
original sources. Even printed publica-
tions contain incorrect links to royal or 
noble families. Verifying information 
against reliable publications and origi-
nal sources is absolutely essential. 
Newly discovered connections, disprov-
en lines, and other details are also of-
ten published in genealogical magazines 
and journals, such as The American 
Genealogist and the New England His-
torical and Genealogical Register. 
     As with all things in family history, 
when working to verify or identify a 
royal connection, research from the 
known to the unknown, starting with 
yourself and working back each genera-
tion to your "gateway ancestor." 

Digital Public Library of America and FamilySearch Begin Partnership 
to Expand Access to Digitized Historic Books Online 

important family history libraries in 
the world. The collection includes fami-
ly histories, county and local histories, 
genealogy magazines and how-to books, 
gazetteers, and medieval histories and 
pedigrees. Tens of thousands of new 
publications are added yearly. 
     “We’re excited to see information 
about FamilySearch’s vast holdings 
more broadly circulated to those 
trained to collect, catalog, and distrib-
ute useful information. Joint initiatives 
like this with DPLA help us to further 
expand access to the rich historic rec-
ords hidden in libraries and archives 
worldwide to more curious online pa-
trons,” said David Rencher, Fami-
lySearch’s Chief Genealogy Officer. 
     Dan Cohen, Executive Director of 
DPLA, sees the addition of Fami-
lySearch’s digital book collection as 
part of DPLA’s ongoing mission to be an 
essential site for family history re-
searchers. Within DPLA, Fami-
lySearch’s book collection will be dis-
coverable alongside over 13 million cul-
tural heritage materials contributed by 
DPLA’s growing network of over 2,000 
libraries, archives, and museums across 
the country, opening up all new possibil-
ities for discovery for users worldwide. 

 From FamilySearch Blog, 22 June 2016 
by Paul G. Nauta 

     In concert with the American Li-
brary Association Conference in Orlan-
do, Florida, in June, the Digital Public 
Library of America (DPLA) and Fami-
lySearch International, the world’s 
largest genealogy organization, signed 
an agreement that will expand access 
to FamilySearch.org’s growing free 
digital historical book collection to 
DPLA’s broad audience of users includ-
ing genealogists, researchers, family 
historians, students, and more. Fami-
lySearch is a leader in the use of tech-
nology to digitally preserve the world’s 
historic records and books of genealog-
ical relevance for easy search and ac-
cess online. With this new partnership, 
DPLA will incorporate metadata from 
FamilySearch.org’s online digital book 
collection that will make more than 
200,000 family history books discover-
able through DPLA’s search portal later 
this year. From DPLA, users will be able 
to access the free, fully viewable digi-
tal books on FamilySearch.org.   
     The digitized historical book collec-
tion at FamilySearch.org includes gene-
alogy and family history publications 
from the archives of some of the most 

http://www.pbs.org/genealogy-roadshow/genealogy-tips/connecting-to-royalty/
http://dp.la/
http://dp.la/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/


Genealogy News  You Can Use... 
CGHS September Program: 
Tales of a Working Cowboy 

the images and texts directly on your 
computer for around $100 
—A high-resolution scanner 
—And more… 
     The sapphire hard disk uses two 
20cm (8-inch) sapphire disks, molecu-
larly fused together, with a thin layer 
of inscribed platinum in between. A 
single disk can store 40,000 miniatur-
ized pages The disk is expected to have 
a lifetime of more than one million 
years, even if used over and over.  
     Sapphire is extremely hard, second 
only to diamonds. The sapphire disk is 
durable and resistant to fire, acid, wa-
ter, scratches, and more. Despite the 
difficulty of leaving a mark on a sap-
phire disk, it is possible to etch the 
surface of a sapphire with a laser. The 
new sapphire hard disk is etched by 
laser engraving, storing millions of 
bytes in a very tiny space. That re-
moves the problems of today’s magnetic 
media where the magnetism dwindles 
over time. The inventors of the sap-
phire hard disk launched a KickStarter 
Campaign to help with production costs. 
Early contributors to the campaign 
were promised sapphire disks contain-
ing whatever information each contrib-
utor supplied.  
     By using a sapphire disk, you can 
leave your family tree information for 
your descendants as well as for future 
archaeologists. You can learn more 
about the sapphire disks at  
https://www.kickstarter.com/
projects/862339253/fahrenheit-2451
-preserve-your-data-for-eternity  
or at http://www.fahrenheit2451.com. 

Preserve Your Data for Millions of Years on a Sapphire Disk 
Article from Dick Eastman’s Online Ge-
nealogy Newsletter, 29 June 201 5 
(NOTE: two-inch disks began shipping 
Apr 2016 according to the Kickstarter 
web site) 
   Many of us are disappointed in the lim-
ited life spans of today’s media. Paper 
and film fade with time. Floppy disks, CD
-ROM and DVD-ROM disks, flash drives, 
and other media also all have limited 
lifespans. Even microfilm is expected to 
last only about 300 years and that is only 
when stored in rigidly controlled temper-
atures and humidity and then ONLY if it 
is never used! (Microfilm scratches and 
wears quickly when used.) Now a new 
storage media has been created that 
should last long enough for most of our 
needs: a million years or more. Even bet-
ter, reading data from the disk can be 
read by the human eye when using a pow-
erful magnifying glass or a microscope. I 
suspect those items will still be available 
in a few million years. The information is 
recorded at 1/30,000th of the original 
size and is preserved for all time. Water, 
acid, age, scratches or fire will not dete-
riorate the information. The text is ac-
tually written as readable text or as im-
ages. Every character recorded on the 
sapphire disk has a height of 10 microns, 
smaller than the thickness of a human 
hair! The information is readable by the 
human eye if any one of the following is 
used: 
—A powerful magnifying glass 
—A camera with a macro-lens: a simple 
picture will make the content readable 

—A digital microscope, which will display 

     "Home on the Range," is the top-
ic of the monthly educational program 
presented by the Cheyenne Genealogi-
cal & Historical Society, which will 
be held on Tuesday, Sept. 13th in 
the Sunflower Room of the Laramie 
County Library. The program will be 
presented by Wyoming native Ron Rob-
erson, former working cowboy and law 
enforcement officer, who is now a pub-
lished author, historian, artist and sto-
ry teller. He will share a colorful, en-
tertaining, and true presentation of his 
experiences growing up on a working 
ranch and being trained by the last of 
the open range cowboys. He will also 
relate his experiences in law enforce-
ment as Wyoming's first range detec-
tive. Registration is not necessary for 
this program, which is open to the pub-
lic. The meeting begins at 6:15 p.m. with 
a social followed by a short business 
meeting and the program at 7:00 p.m  

Grandview Cemetery Stroll:  
“Valuing Our Veterans” 

The 20th annual 
Fort Collins 
Cemetery Stroll 
will be Satur-
day, September 
17, at Grandview 
Cemetery, 1900 
Mountain Ave., 
Fort Collins, 
Colo., with two 
separate per-

formances—at 10:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
The Cemetery Stroll is a historic rep-
resentation or re-enactment of some 
of Fort Collins’ most well-known histor-
ic figures. Every year, volunteers tell 
stories of Fort Collins past to partici-
pants at historic gravesites and this 
year they will “honor veterans—
guardians of world peace who have de-
voted their lives to our country.” Tick-
ets are $6 for adults and $3 for youth 
age 12 and under and may be purchased 
in advance at either the Senior Center 
(1200 Raintree Drive) or the office at 
Grandview Cemetery, 1900 West Moun-
tain Ave., Fort Collins, CO 80521 
Graveside transportation will be pro-
vided by golfcarts for those who have 
difficulties walking. 
Contact Email: recreation@fcgov.com 
Contact Phone: 970-221-6644 

TLC Renews “Who Do You Think You Are?” and  “Long Lost Family“ Shows 
     TLC announced recently that the 
network has ordered additional seasons 
of the fan TV favorites “Who Do You 
Think You Are?” and “Long Lost Family.” 
The most recent seasons of both series 
averaged over 1.8M viewers. Executive 
produced by Lisa Kudrow and Dan Bu-
catinsky, “WDYTYA?” is a two time Em-

my-nominated show. Ancestry is team-
ing up with TLC again as a sponsor of 
the upcoming seasons for both series 
which are produced by TLC by Shed 
Media. As part of the sponsorship, 
Ancestry provides exhaustive family 
history research to help make discov-
eries possible on both shows. 
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The Cheyenne Genealogical &  
Historical Society urges you to 
attend the first CGHS meeting 
of the new program year...Sept 
13 at 6:15 p.m. at the Laramie 
County Library...we challenge 
you to bring a friend who enjoys 
history and genealogy and wants 
to explore family history! 

Cheyenne 

Genealogical & 

Historical Society 

P.O. Box 2539   

Cheyenne, Wyoming 
82003-2539 

Website: 
www.cghswyoming.org 

To contact CGHS or to  
submit newsletter 
suggestions and/or 
articles, send a note to 
Wendy at 
wendywy04@aol.com 
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