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Modus Operandi

TOOLS:

• Claw Back Memorandum

• Executive Orders

• Administrative Stays

• Guidance

• Rulemaking

TARGETS:

• Rules not yet signed

• Rules signed but not published

• Rules published but not yet effective

• Rules already final and effective

• Rules in litigation



Rule-by-Rule

• Climate Rules for Power Plants

• Oral Argument held Dec. 6, 2024; decision unlikely (but possible?)

• States can put pencils down; some questions remain

• Mercury and Air Toxics Standards

• Briefing complete, Oral Argument not scheduled; decision highly unlikely

• Oil & Gas Sector Methane Standards

• Briefing in progress; decision nearly impossible

• Good Neighbor Rule Interstate Transport

• Supreme Court and Appeals Court stays; decision(s) possible (one just issued)

• Regional Haze Disapprovals

• Several disapprovals final, but litigation not yet filed; reconsideration likely

• EPA’s approval of Georgia’s regional haze plan is final, but likely to be challenged



Leadership

EPA Administrator:  Lee Zeldin

• U.S. House of Representatives (NY) 2015-2023

• Defended Trump in Impeachment proceedings

• Attorney, Army Reserve

Other Key Positions:

• Chief of Staff & Policy Advisors

• Asst. Admin., Office of Air & Radiation (OAR)

• Asst. Admin. Office of Enforcement & Compliance Assurance (OECA)

• Regional Administrators—Who will take over at Region 4?

Many Staff Are Unlikely Change

• Director, Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards (OAQPS)

• Regional Enforcement Staff



Enforcement

“EPA’s enforcement and compliance assurance program produced its 

strongest results since 2017”

—David Uhlmann, Asst. Admin. OECA



Questions?
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