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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Warning the Wicked                           September 6, 2026 
 
In every congregation, there are those who once sat together with us in 
the pews but have since been lost to error or sin. Those who used to be 
Christian may constitute a number larger than those who are currently 
Christian. It is one thing to lament this and criticize from the sidelines. It 
is quite another to warn the wicked. Though some might assume that 
the chief purpose of church discipline is to condemn the sins and errors 
of others, our Lord reminds us that discipline is an act of love that seeks 
to restore the fallen. While this idea may seem out of step with the 
emphasis in our times on tolerance without judgment, if our Lord loves 
the lost enough to save us, then we are called to do no less. Key to this is warning the wicked (as Ezekiel 
puts it) with the voice of God’s Word. This certainly includes condemning sin and error, but it also includes 
restoring the fallen through forgiveness. It is not the will of our Father in heaven that any should perish, and 
it is the joy of heaven to welcome them back. Is it also our passion to seek them out, to warn them with the 
voice of God’s Word, and to welcome them home through forgiveness? 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
PRELUDE 
 
HYMN   “As Surely as I Live,’ God Said”           LSB 614 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
PSALM  Psalm 32  (Spoken together) 
 
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the 
man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. For 
when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the 
heat of summer. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, 
“I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my 
sin. Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be 
found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him. You are a hiding place 
for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. I 
will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye 
upon you. Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must be curbed 
with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you. Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but 
steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the Lord. Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, 
O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People: Amen. 
 

X WORD X 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE          “We Praise You, O God”                           LSB 785 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, 

Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right 
and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING              Ezekiel 33:7–9  
     (I have made you a watchman.) 
 
“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you 
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, 
O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from 
his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your 
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hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his 
way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 
 
People: Fear the LORD, you His saints, for those who fear Him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him 
out of them all. 

 
EPISTLE             Romans 13:1–10  
   (“Love is the fulfilling of the law.”) 
 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists 
the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one 
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is 
God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the 
wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for 
the sake of conscience. For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are 
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to 
whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is 
owed, honor to whom honor is owed. Owe no one anything, except to love each other, 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You shall 
not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and 
any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE Matthew 5:3 
 
People: Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  
  heaven. Alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL            Matthew 18:1–20  
   (The Son of Man came to seek the lost and save them.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say 
to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. “Woe to 
the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the 
one by whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut 
it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands 
or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out 
and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be 
thrown into the hell of fire. “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell 
you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. What 
do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he 
not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went 
astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-
nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of 
these little ones should perish. “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he 
does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell 
it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, 
if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father 
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Where Charity and Love Prevail”         LSB 845 
 
SERMON 
 
CREED Nicene Creed 
 
People:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.  

 
   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life X of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ and for all people according 

to their needs. 
     Silence for prayer 
 
Pastor: That the Lord would move us to seek out the lost, address them with the 

voice of God’s Word, and restore them who receive this warning with 
penitence, that the hearts of all once forgiven be moved to forgive one 
another in Christ’s name, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That the church burn with zeal for the lost and for those caught up in heresy, 

error, and immorality and learn to rejoice with the angels over every sinner 
who repents and is saved, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That the Lord of the church well supply His people with faithful pastors and 

church workers and that He impart His rich blessing upon those newly 
ordained and consecrated and those training up for church work vocations, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That the Lord raise up for us good and faithful leaders on every level of 

government, bless those who serve with gifts of wisdom and prudence, and 
protect and defend all who protect and defend us, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: That the Lord continue to show mercy to those afflicted in body, mind, or 
soul; grant them comfort and aid; and sustain them in this mercy to 
everlasting life, [and especially do we pray for . . .], let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That the Lord would bless the homes where His people dwell, giving 

courage and strength to husbands and wives in the fulfillment of their 
promises and blessing all parents with wisdom and grace to attend to the 
children in their care, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That we learn gratitude for the manifold and rich gifts that God supplies 

every day and that we learn generosity to share with those in need, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That we use our skills and abilities in honest labor and that the work of our 

hands be blessed, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That the Lord would grant to all who approach this altar with repentant 

hearts and faith to receive here the gifts bestowed in this communion of 
Christ’s flesh and blood, and that the Lord bless us with unity of doctrine 
and life together, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That the Lord grant us a blameless life and a blessed death, that at the last 

we be received into the arms of His mercy, and that the Lord grant His 
comfort and peace to the dying and all who grieve, [especially . . .], let us 
pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
      Silence for meditation 
 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

X SACRAMENT X 
 
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
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Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled 
Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, 
even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal 
death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS       (see page 13 of this bulletin) 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 
on the cross.  

People: Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My Xbody, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.”  

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My X blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PAX DOMINI 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI       (see page 14 of this bulletin) 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN    “As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered”     LSB 612 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING Psalm 106:1 
 
Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 
People: for His steadfast love endures forever! 
 
Pastor: Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek 

and to save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear His 
call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast with Him forever in His 
kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS 
 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and X give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN   “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”         LSB 707 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS for September 6, 2026 

 
Rev. Jeffrey L Schufreider 

 
KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY HEALTHY: Please note that masks are now optional and 
highly encouraged.  Masks are required if you will be singing during the service. 
 
BIBLE STUDY: resumes on Wednesday, September 9, 2026 
 
LWML MITES contributions fund district and national mission grants.  
Please mail in your mites offering to the attention of Lori Fisher. 
 
FOOD PANTRY: needs replenishing as some food items are near expiration. Please 
donate a few staple (canned soup/fruits/vegetables, grains) 
 
ZOOM SERVICE remains for now at 9:15 am for those who are not able to make it to 
church 

 
Sunday Service:  Meeting ID: 436 149 3761 (Sundays at 9:15 am)  

Password: 350350 
Link:     https://zoom.us/j/4361493761?pwd=YnFHZWpPWXpJV2dZeTErZkpmbHFMUT09   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/4361493761?pwd=YnFHZWpPWXpJV2dZeTErZkpmbHFMUT09
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HYMN   “As Surely as I Live,’ God Said”           LSB 614 
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HYMN OF PRAISE          “We Praise You, O God”                           LSB 785 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Where Charity and Love Prevail”         LSB 845 
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SANCTUS      
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AGNUS DEI         
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN    “As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered”     LSB 612 
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HYMN   “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”         LSB 707 
 

 


