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Nestled into a hillside lot with a
panoramic view of Stone Valley,
the Alamo Round House, as this
home is named, was designed
and built in 1973 by the late Leon
Meyer of the firm Meyer & Taylor
Modern Structures. The Oakland-
based firm designed dozens of
flat-roofed round houses as well
as round libraries, schools and
commercial buildings between
the mid-'60s to the late ‘80s.

The structural components

were manufactured offsite, but
the houses were designed to suit
the hillside sites on which they
were usually constructed.

One sure way to authenticate a Meyer house from
others is the use of smoked Plexiglas windows.
Meyer actually created the equipment to bend this

material while maintaining the rounded building form.

The windows were tinted in an effort to maintain a
clean “minimal” design appearance and to avoid the
need for shades or other coverings over the expansive
window areas while keeping the house cool. However,
the tinted Plexi did not hold up to the test of time.

continued on page 33
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Attempting to preserve the original footprint of the house, the renovation included the completely
round second floor area with the first floor partially set into the hillside and the remaining first floor ]

area radiating out at geometric angles from the center point of the house (previous page and above). |

Glass, skylights and mirrors all work together to bring in natural daylight, and enhance views of

tree canopy, flora and fauna. The modified living room also includes a band of nine consecutive

42-inch-wide floor-to-ceiling windows following the round outside perimeter of the house.

A large mirror at the end of the fireplace reflects outdoor views and creates the illusion of

a 180-degree curved wall in the living room.

Curved and architecturally

sculptured entry staircase adds

drama and elegance to this airy,

modern home.
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All under one roof.

"GAYLER .
CONSTRUCTIONE

319 Diablo Road, Suite 202 ¢ Danville ¢« 925.820.0185

www.gaylerconstruction.com

A s’ta_te—of—the—‘}art kitchen, like
the rest of t’he-jwuse, ta kés full
ativahtage of the views of treés
and nature’s full spectacle, where
wildlife is free to roam:.
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Imported Furniture, Rugs & Accessories

1821 Mount Diablo Boulevard ¢ Walnut Creek ¢ 925.946.9500
www.thegalleriainc.com
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We are at the peak

of our business!
Yorkshire Roofing

OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, INC.

* Specializing in a variety of fire
proof materials

* Over 6,000 roofs installed

e Full liability insurance
- Lloyds of London -

¢ Member of Better Business Bureau

® Master installers of GAF,
GERARD and OWENS CORNING

Yorkshire Roofing |

OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, INC.

7275 NATIONAL DRIVE, SUITE B
LIVERMORE

(925) 606-6700 or 1(800) 794-7444

www.yorkshireroofing.com |
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In 2005, the house was restored and
an addition added by architect Mark
Molinar, A.LA., of Molinar Home
Design located in Dublin, California.
Molinar appreciated the graceful
simplicity of the original house and
introduced new ideas that built upon
Meyer's vision, while at the same time
correcting the original scale and dura-
bility problems. Molinar also made the
space more livable through the use of
light, warm colors, and opened up the
rooms to outside views, making way
for indoor natural light. The focus of
the home is now its architecture rather

than ornate décor. m

Wayne Rasmussen is the president
Rasmussen Planning, a land use
planning and urban design firm
located in San Ramon.
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I creative solutions with personal service
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porcelain tile hand-painted granite
mosaic murals limestone
hand-crafted metal slate
ceramic marble slabs
glass travertine hardwood

SIENA TILE & STONE

Now Offering a Fine Selection of Hardwood Floors

SAN RAMON 2172-D San Ramon Valley Blvd. 925.831.8685
LIVERMORE 4175 North First Street 925.454.8583

Cabinetry Systems
for the whole house:
Kitchens, Baths,

Home Offices,
Entertainment Centers

Celebrating our 25th year!

Award Winning Designs at
Affordable Prices

10'Designer Kitchens on Bisplay

Free Design Consultation and Estimate

Wide Variety of Woods

Solid Maple Povetail Drawers

Full Extension Undermaunt Guides

Painted Finishes, Highlight Clazing,
and other Gustom Finishes

Visit ©ur ©n-line Shewroom

www. dicblovalleycabinefry.com

Posi )

Diablo Valley Cabinetry ) Offce
12907-J Alcosta Blvd:,
San Ramon, CA 94583

Showroom Hours:
Mondy = Friday, 8:30am'=5pm
Saturday, 10am = 4pm
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