THE SERMONIC APPROACH OF HIS ADVERSARIES

Luke 13:10-30

INTRODUCTION.  Luke 13:1-9

The first nine verses present a national call to repentance. The fruitless fig tree illustrated Israel’s Christ-rejecting unbelief. The Lord had done everything to make this tree fruitful. Nevertheless the tree turned out to be barren.

Revelation 6:9, “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:”

I. A SYMPATHETIC CHRIST.   Luke 13:10-13

A. The Sabbath. (Verse 10) Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. The man-made Sabbath restrictions imposed by the Pharisees provided frequent opportunity for criticism. Our Lord had been accused of breaking the Sabbath while in Galilee (Luke 6) and here he was scrutinized in Judea.
B. The Sufferer. (Verse 11) “Behold” there was present a woman stooped with an infirmity of eighteen years. 
C. The Summons. (Verse 12a) The Lord Jesus called her to the front of the assembly.
D. The Savior. (Verses 12b-13a) The Lord said, “Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity” as he laid his hands upon her. She was “immediately…made straight.” Her infirmity had been the result of demonic influence. It was the “spirit of infirmity” (verse 11) and Jesus “loosed” her (verse 12). There is also a clear statement in verse sixteen
E. The Sequel. (Verse 13b) The woman “glorified God” upon being healed.  However, this act of compassion also inspired indignation. 
Acts 4:31, “And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.”

Acts 5:17, “Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation,”
II. A SANCTIMONIOUS CRITIC.  Luke 13:14-16  

A. His Hairsplitting.  (Verse 14) The “ruler of the synagogue” ran to his pulpit and proclaimed, “There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day.” This religionist did not rejoice that a poor woman was released from eighteen years of bondage.  Additionally, he could not have healed the woman on the Sabbath or any other day!
B. His Hypocrisy. (Verses 15-16)  Our Lord responded with truth.  He called this man, with all of the trappings of his religion, a hypocrite and he referred to this woman who had been helpless as a “daughter of Abraham.” Then Jesus identified the hypocrisy. This priest allowed for the care of oxen on the Sabbath, but he was indignant concerning the care of this woman.  
III. A SOBERED CROWD.  Luke 13:17-30

A. How They Were Cheered. (Verse 17) At the irrefutable instruction of our Lord “all his adversaries were ashamed.”  However, the common people “rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him.”  It is futile to oppose God!
B. How They Were Challenged. (Verses 18-30)

1. His Parables. (Verses 18-21)

(a) The Mustard Seed. (Verses 18-19) 

i. The Popular Interpretation. The mustard seed is among the smallest of seeds, but it produces a plant that is the tallest among the herbs. This plant can reach a height of ten feet and birds are found among its branches. It illustrates the “kingdom of God” manifested in the church. The commencement was small, but the churches grew and spread throughout the world. However, as the churches matured they have been troubled with the “fowls of the air” or demonic activity. These birds illustrate apostasy. 

ii. The Probable Interpretation. One characteristic of the Church Age is the presence of a powerful false religious system. It begins small and becomes “MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT.” It is described as “the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird” in Revelation 18:2. Compare the church of Jesus Christ whose followers have generally been a remnant outside the mainstream. The parable of the mustard seed illustrates the remarkable rise of apostasy.

Matthew 13:32, “Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.”

Mark 4:4, “And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.”

Mark 4:15, “And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.”
(b) The Leaven. (Verses 20-21)  “Leaven” always illustrates sin in the scriptures. Our Lord Jesus had warned of the “leaven” of the Pharisees, Sadducees (Matthew 16:12) and the Herodians (Mark 8:15). The Pharisees were religionists, the Sadducees were rationalists and the Herodians were loyalists.  These positions have always hindered God’s people. This parable also prophesied of the apostasy of the Church Age.
Matthew 16:12, “Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.”

Mark 8:15, “And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.”
2. His Progress. (Verse 22) Our Lord continued teaching in the villages as he made his fateful journey to Jerusalem.  Remember Luke 9:51.
3. His Pronouncement. (Verses 23-30)  The Lord was asked, “are there few that be saved?” He answered by explaining how “many” will be lost.
(a) A Warning for the Hebrews. (Verses 23-28)  Many will be lost because of procrastination and many will be lost because of presumption. These Jewish leaders presumed salvation with a place in the Kingdom because of their lineage. However, they rejected the King.
(b) A Welcome for the Heathen. (Verses 29-30) Gentiles were despised. They were “dogs” and they were “unclean.” Our Lord gave a partial revelation here – that Gentiles from every direction will be saved and enter the Millennial Kingdom. However, Jews who reject Jesus Christ will not be saved in spite of the advantage of their lineage (Roms. 3:1)
Matthew 8:11, “And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.  12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
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