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Upcoming Events:

10 July 2018

“Starting Family Tree:
Correcting Relationships”
FamilySearch Webinar

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

A big thank-you to the outgoing officers of
the Cheyenne Genealogical and Historical
Society for 2017-18.

We appreciate your service!

CGHS Officers
for 2018-2019:

President:
Sue Seniawski
Vice President:

Judy Engelhart
Secretary:
Jeanette Hursman
Treasurer:
Tom Bonds

Meet some of Chey-
enne's famous and infamous
characters during the Chey-
enne Genealogical & Histori-
cal Society's annual Lakeview
Cemetery Walk, "Tiptoe
Through the Tombstones” on
Friday, August 10, 2018.
This living history
presentation begins at the
main gate of Lakeview Ceme-
tery of f Seymour Ave. near
Pershing Blvd. and features
a number of interesting
characters who played large
and small parts in Cheyenne's
frontier history. There is an
entrance fee of $5 per indi-
vidual for the two-hour nar-
rated tour which starts
promptly
at 9:30 e
a.m. Chil- &
drenage |
10 and
under are §
admitted
free. Par
ticipants
should
begin to
gather at !
9:00-9:15
a.m.

Walkers are
encouraged
to wear
comfortable
shoes and
sun protec-
tion, and
bring drink-
ing water if
desired. ‘
For partici-
pants who
want to at-
tend the
Cemetery Walk but find it dif-
ficult to walk the route, space
in golf carts can be reserved
before 6 August, by calling
Sharon Field at 632-6676.
Members of CGHS portray
in costume many notable
residents including Esther
' Hobart Morris, Sheriff
John Slaughter, Jim Kidd,

" Nellie Tayloe Ross, Mrs. E.

Ly Mason Smith, Willie Nick-

B cll, 'Apple Annie,’ Helen

Francis Warren Pershing
nd others, all whose

" graves are located in or

: Proceeds help fund
__ genealogy book acquisi-
® tions for the Laramie

Cheyenne Genealogical and Historical Society's Annual Cemetery
Walk to be Presented During Laramie County Fair Week—Aug 10th

County Library by the Chey-
enne Genealogical and Histori-
cal Society. For more infor-
mation on the Cemetery Walk,
or fo reserve space on a golf
cart, call Sharon Field at 632-

6676.

10:00 a.m.

19 July 2018

“"How Understanding
Jurisdictions Can Help
Your Irish Research”
FamilySearch Webinar
1:00 p.m

19 July 2018

"I Can't Find it on a
Map”

Ted Bainbridge, Larimer
County Genealogy Society
Monthly Meeting
6:30-8:30 p.m. Good Sa-
maritan Society, 508 W.
Triby Road, Ft Collins

25 July 2018

"“Beginning Genealogical
Research at the National
Archives” (covering federal
census, immigration, naturali-
zation & military records
from the Revolutionary War
to the 20th century); free.
National Archives Webinar
12:00-1:00 p.m.

26 July 2018

“Finding an Ancestor’s
Place of Origin in Nor-
way: A Case Study, Pt
2"
FamilySearch Webinar
1:00 p.m.

30 July-2 August 2018
“"The Storm,” American
Historical Society of
Germans From Russia”
Convention

Fort Hays State
University, Hays, Kansas
For more information & regis-
tration visit:

AHSGFR Registration

INTERNATIONAL



https:/s3.amazonaws.com/ps-services-us-east-1-914248642252/s3/research-wiki-elasticsearch-prod-s3bucket/images/6/6c/7-July_2018.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ps-services-us-east-1-914248642252/s3/research-wiki-elasticsearch-prod-s3bucket/images/6/6c/7-July_2018.pdf
https://www.fdlp.gov/news-and-events/3477-webinar-beginning-genealogical-research-at-the-national-archives
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ps-services-us-east-1-914248642252/s3/research-wiki-elasticsearch-prod-s3bucket/images/6/6c/7-July_2018.pdf
https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/ahsgr.site-ym.com/resource/resmgr/OnlineInvitation.pdf
https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/ahsgr.site-ym.com/resource/resmgr/OnlineInvitation.pdf

Information in this article is from Ances-
try.com Blog by Linda Elliott from 2 May
2018.
Ancestry DNA - finding hidden
trees |
You are so excited, your Ancestry
DNA results have arrived online, you
click to see matches and are thrilled to
find a whole list of closely related cous-
ins. BUT wait! A few have their family
trees attached, some have a tree con-
sisting of less than ten people and
some, horror of horrors, have nothing.
Never mind you think, I'll just email and
politely ask if they wish to swap re-
search - you do just that and hear
nothing - zilch! Does this sound famil-
iar? I don't wish to put anyone of f of
getting their DNA tested, as readers
of my posts will know I am a great en-
thusiast of DNA testing and believe it
is a very valuable tool in the genealo-
gists tool box. BUT (there is that "but”
again) it can very frustrating to want
contact with a DNA match to find that
you get zero response to your email and
they haven't attached a tree to their
results. Never fear, help is at hand, let
me show you how you can work through
a method of discovering if the match
does in fact have a tree on Ancestry
and how you can try another route to
contacting them.
Reasons For No Tree & No
Email Reply
Firstly T want to explain the rea-
sons why there aren't trees attached to

not respond to an email sent via the
DNA page. When you get your Ancestry
DNA kit, you do your spitting into the

you then are invited to register and
attach a tree to the results. For various
reasons your DNA match without a tree
attached has skipped this part. It may
be they bought or were given a kit and
only want to know their ethnic break-
down; it may be that they didn't have a
tree with Ancestry at that time and
haven't worked out how to attach one
once they got their results; it may be
that they are adopted and are hoping
that they will make contact with birth
family so have no tree to put online.
There are going to be a lot of reasons.
If you have sent off an email and
got no reply, again there can be a num-
ber of reasons why you haven't had a
response. It may be they just aren't
interested as they simply wanted to
know their ethnicity and are impolite
enough to ignore your email. It may be,
(T have had a couple of these) that the

email got sent to the junk folder and
wasn't discovered for months. I have
heard that some matches haven't real-
ized that they can respond to emails
and get to see their results without
having to pay for a subscription, so
they have ignored the email. The rea-
sons are going to be many and varied.

Here is a method for making sure
that there really isn't a tree on Ances-
try and you just aren't seeing it. The
problem is that you have to make a con-
science decision to attach a tree at the
time of registering your test tube be-
fore you send it off. Plus you can only
attach the results fo one tree.

T have my family split into four
trees (long story why, T'll write about it
someday) plus T have a tree for my
grandson showing both sides of the
family and a one-name study tree. So
my dilemma was which tree to attach, T
solved it by creating a new tree (again
T'll write another post about how this is
turning out to be a very good thing to
do). You can attach a tree at a later
date, but it would seem that many peo-
ple aren't aware of this.

Here is a step by step method to
check if your target match has a tree
online on Ancestry, but it simply isn't
connected up. Do send the match an
email first for if they respond, you
don't need to waste time working
through this system.

Ancestry DNA Matches—How To Check If There Is a 'Tree' Hidden Away

can click on a tree title. Click on the
black "View Full Tree" button on the
right hand side.
Second Stage

1. If you find there are no trees using
the above method, or the trees have
only a few names then return to the
list of all your DNA matches list.
2. Click on the green "View Match”
button again.
3. Click on the black "Shared Matches”
button. This will bring up a list of all
other matches on the DNA database
who share DNA links with you and your
target match.
4. If thereis alist of matches, work
down the list and look for a match that
has a tree with a good number of peo-
ple on it.
5. Contact the person who has the
tree online ask if they wish to swap
research and also ask if they have had
any contact with your target match. It
may be that the person with the tree is
a more distant match, but this doesn't
matter. If the tree person has had
contact they may have a private email
address for your target and be willing
to email them and ask them to contact
you.
6. You could contact all the matches
without trees asking them the same as
step 5, but I suggest you try the
matches with trees first.

Third Stage:
1. If stages 1 and 2 have

some DNA results and why matches may

tube (so hot like the tv police programs)

1 GRANDMOTHER
SRESEARCH W
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failed, then try this third
stage.

2. Note the name that the
match has given when regis-
tering their DNA test. It
may be an actual name, it
may be a user name, it may
be initials, or whatever.

3. Go to the Ancestry
Home Page and click on the

vi I
ZBROTHER Z ZZFATHRR =S = “Search” button on the top
< == == O =% | black bar. A drop down
S 02 = = menu will appear, click on
2 = x "Member Directory."
4. Enter whatever your
First Stage target match has attached to their

1. Go to your Ancestry DNA page and
click on the green button "View All DNA
Matches.”

2. Chose which match without a tree
you wish to check out and click on "View
Match”. This is your target match.

3. If they do have a tree on Ancestry,
but not attached to their DNA results
then there will be a box on the bottom
left-hand side “Select A Tree To Pre-
view."

4. A drop-down box will appear and you

DNA result. Click the orange "Search”
button.
5. If the name used is unusual then you
may get only one result or you may get
a list. If your target match has a photo
attached to their DNA results then it
is an easy matter to identify them.
6. Create a message asking if the per-
son is the DNA match with you and if
they are then would they like to swap
research.

(Continued on page 3)
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Finding Possible Hidden Trees in Ancestry DNA Matches

(Continued from page 2)
This can then be sent via Ancestry to all
those on your list. I also ask if they
would kindly reply if they don't wish to
swap research saying if this is so then I
won't bother them again or if they
aren't the match then could they let me
know so that I can eliminate them from
my list. I find this works well. Using
stage 3 you are checking out those peo-
ple who don't have trees on Ancestry
and also those who may have a subscrip-
tion account and a guest account with
Ancestry. The DNA can be attached to
the guest account whilst the subscrip-
tion account is used for research. Don't
ask me why people would do this, but
apparently they do.
Fourth Stage

If stages 1, 2 and 3 have failed then
then you could try searching social me-
dia such as Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest
etc, using the name/user name
given on the DNA match. The name/user
name would need to be fairly unusual for
this to work, however you may have suc-
cess as people often use one user name
for a number of accounts. However bear

Forces War Records Announces the Launch of aNew Look Website

Information in this article is from Dick
Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter of
16 May 2018

Forces War Records, the website
to visit for anyone researching their
family’s military history or searching
for ancestors through military data
are excited to announce that it's new
and refreshed website is now live.
With a fresh new design and feel, the
new look website gives users the op-
portunity to navigate through Forces
War Records extensive database of
military records, documents, products
and services with ease. Delivering a
fully responsive experience, the new
website gives users a seamless transi-
tion from desktop to mobile browsing
and improved searchability. Also,
there's a whole host of smaller but
impactful changes, all to make your
experience with the Forces War Rec-
ords site much better. Visitors are
able to explore the site at:
https://www.forces-war-
records.co.uk.

Forces War Records specializes
only in military history—the genealogy
site contains over 10+ million records
of individuals who have served from
medieval times - right through to the

in mind that people are becoming more
aware of their privacy and social media
and some of those you message might
see your actions as stalking - not the
actions of a keen genealogist.
Summary
T hope you find this helpful. I and

several friends have used stages 1, 2 and

3 with success, I have heard that stage

4 has been used and been successful, but

I don't know the people personally. One
suggestion I do have for you is not to
contact too many people at once as

National Park Service Commemo-
rates 150th Anniversary of
"1868 Treaty of Fort Laramie”

More than two years of planning
between the Fort Laramie National
Historic Site and several sovereign
tribal nations of the Northern Great
Plains culminated in a 150th anniver-
sary commemoration of the signing of
the historic 1868 Treaty of Fort
Laramie. The ceremonies and associ-
ated events were held at Fort
Laramie on 28 April through 1 May
2018.

you can easily get overwhelmed with
replies and requests for research
swaps. I work with not more than
three DNA matches at a time and I
warn them that T am busy blogging a
lot of the time and ask them to be
very patient. So far all my matches
have become readers of
MadAboutGenealogy.

Have fun connecting with your
DNA matches. I hope you are as
successful as I have been with find-
ing cousins and swapping information,
images and genealogy friendships.

present day. This fascinating site also
has a team of professional researchers
and military experts on hand to person-
ally uncover extra layers of history
about long-gone forebears. Its mission
is to hold the most in-depth, accurate
and helpful military records available.
Initial searches are free, but for a
subscription costing, at most, £8.95 a
month, users have complete, unre-

stricted access to Forces War Records’

data. Every time a search is made, all
files are cross-referenced automatical-
ly and every relevant article will appear
where a particular ancestor is refer-
enced, maybe even a photo from our
historic library archive. Search results
can include such information as an indi-
vidual's rank, nationality, service num-
ber, campaigh medals, regiment, battal-
ion, and promotion dates and more.
(Please be aware that due to the way
we collate and cross-reference our da-
tabases, some records will contain more
information than that listed.)

With the impending World War One
Centenary in 2018 marking the 100th
anniversary of the end of the First
World War, Forces War Records is
sure to be the first port of call for
many researching the conflict and their
family history.

To commemorate the treaty's
national significance, the National
Park Service titled the event
“Honoring the Spirit" of indigenous
sovereign nations and the treaty's
signers, who attempted at the time
to make the best choices for the fu-
ture of their people: the Lako-
ta/Dakota (Sioux), Arapahoe, Chey-
enne and Crow nations.

Tribal representatives and de-
scendants of the 13 original signatory
tribes of the treaty came together
for a four-day event to remember
their families, walking in their foot-
steps; to reflect on past struggles;
and to build a common narrative for
the future. Native American and oth-
er speakers, colorful ceremonies,
tribal encampments, interpretive
treaty exhibits, a Native Arts Mar-
ketplace and other activities marked
the commemorative events.

The 1868 Treaty of Fort Laramie
affected not only the tribes of the
Northern Great Plains, but also nearly
all indigenous people in the United
States. Tribal nations consider the
treaty an active and living document
and many representatives shared
their perspectives during the four-
day event. The full commemoration
period will continue through Nov 6,
the date in 1868 when Oglala Lakota
leader Red Cloud was among the last
to sign the treaty. For more infor-
mation, visit the park website at
www.hps.gov/fola.

May-Jun 2018
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Thomas MacEntee, genealogical research-
er, writer and speaker, provided this article
about selecting the right DNA test at the
best price; genealogy societies were encour-
aged to share the information with their
members. (Editor's note: When checking
these hyperlinks...some are no longer active,
but this information is still relevant.)

As personal DNA testing increases
in popularity, there is also an increased
focus from media on the topic of DNA
and family history. In addition, you can
bet that the opportunists looking to
make quick money are coming out of the
woodwork! Even the most savvy shopper
or knowledgeable genealogist can get
taken in on some of these tricks, many
of which have increased in their sophis-
tication!

—Use a Reputable DNA Testing Company.
Always stick with the Big 5 DNA test-
ing companies if you want to use DNA
test data for genealogy and family his-
tory research: 23andMe, Ances-
tryDNA, Family Tree DNA, Living
DNA and MyHeritage DNA.

—Beware of "fly by night" companies.
Avoid those that you've never heard of
or that don't provide a way to match
and connect with other DNA testers on
their site. Do your research and check
the List of DNA Testing Companies at
the International Society of Genetic
—Avoid Review Sites on the Internet.
Many of the review sites that you find
out on the Web tend to be "gamed” . ..
meaning that they accept payment for
posting positive reviews or use affiliate
links to make income on positively re-
viewed products (especially without full
disclosure as to the affiliate relation-
ship). For reliable reviews of DNA test
kits, stick with reputable review sites.
See The Best DNA Ancestry Test, a
review from the Wirecutter website.
—Watch DNA Prices-Not Too Low and
Not Too High. Remember that I recent-
ly predicted that the lowest price we
would see during National DNA Day

is $49 USD for a basic autosomal DNA
test (and that didn't include shipping).
—Watch out for super low prices such
as $29 USD or $39 USD for a DNA
testing kit. Many of these tests

are only for the DNA collection materi-
als (spit or swab) and then you are re-
quired to pay extra to actually get your
results! Here is an example: While this
item from Grant Enterprises via Ama-
zon might look like the 23andMe DNA
test kit (the basic Ancestry Service
kit, normally $99 USD) on sale for $59

USD. This vendor is selling the
“saliva kit" for $49 USD on Amazon.
If you find it, you will see that there
is an "extra fee" for lab processing
once you send in the sample.

D3andMe DNA Tt Personal Genetic Semvie- Sl it
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Well, the "saliva kit" is a legitimate,
albeit in my opinion “misleading”
product sold by 23andMe in several
Big Box stores such as WalMart,
Best Buy and Target as well as the
online stores for these merchants.
Click here to see that Best Buy is
selling the exact same "saliva kit" for
$29.99 USD.
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—Don't overpay with DNA tests!
The converse of the above warning is
just as true. Check out the AGS
Health & Wellness Genetic Test by
Advanced Genomic again via Amazon,
priced at an unbelievable $499 USD!
There are not many reviews (that
should make you suspicious), and one
of the critical reviews points out
that you are not getting any more
information than a lower priced DNA
test with health data would provide.
Again, you would be better off going
with the 23andMe Ancestry Service
+Health test, regularly $199 USD
(click here for latest sale price, as
low as $99 USD).

DNA Tester Beware! Watch out for These DNA Testing Scams & Sales Tactics

—A DNA certificate is not worth
anything. Look closely at the Premium
Female DNA Test mtDNA by DNA Con-
sultants via Amazon, another over-
priced test (an amazing $339 USD). It
provides a fancy, authoritative looking
certificate that is actually worthless.
Big deal, it says you took a DNA test -
good for you! And it lists your haplo-
group! Wow! These certificates cannot
be used legally or to prove any genea-
logical research. Don't waste your time
and money on them. You would be bet-
ter of f purchasing the mtFull Sequence
test at Family Tree DNA, regularly
$199 USD (the latest sale price was as
low as $146 USD).

DNA DNA

>>>>>>
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ORDERED A PREMIUM FEMALE DNA ANCESTRY TEST FROM OUR LABORATORIES

INDICATING THE FOLLOWING ANCESTRAL LINE
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Jue 13,2016,

—Access to Your DNA Test Results is
Important. You pay good money for a
DNA test and you should have easy
access to the raw data from the DNA
test results.

—Any reputable DNA testing vendor
will provide an easy way for you to
download the raw DNA data and let you
keep it to use at other sites. You should
never have to pay extra to get your
DNA data.

—Make sure you safeguard your DNA
test results. This includes backing up
any DNA data files on your computer
and not posting your raw DNA data
unless you are familiar with the website
(like GEDmatch).

—Be Wary of These DNA Test Claims.
There are TONS of myths, urban leg-
ends and outrageous claims when it
comes to DNA testing. Again, the rea-
son? The increasing popularity of at-
home DNA testing. See the recent ar-
ticle DNA Fact or Science Fiction? 6
Genetic Genealogy Myths at Family
Tree Magazine.

(Continued on page 5)
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https://genealogybargains.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=c397e35f45&e=5fa47e1777
https://genealogybargains.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=c397e35f45&e=5fa47e1777
https://genealogybargains.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=adb53137b0&e=5fa47e1777
https://genealogybargains.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=adb53137b0&e=5fa47e1777
https://genealogybargains.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=2bfd1df988&e=5fa47e1777
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/dna-fact-or-science-fiction/?ranMID=43068&ranEAID=GGIf2GFEj0Q&ranSiteID=GGIf2GFEj0Q-Ym1PaU.kOMDUg.p10w6Eew
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/dna-fact-or-science-fiction/?ranMID=43068&ranEAID=GGIf2GFEj0Q&ranSiteID=GGIf2GFEj0Q-Ym1PaU.kOMDUg.p10w6Eew
https://genealogybargains.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=ee7af757ca&e=5fa47e1777
https://genealogybargains.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=03b2394216&e=5fa47e1777
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https://www.amazon.com/AGS-Health-Wellness-Genetic-Test/dp/B01MR0USUB/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&tag=geneabloggers-20&linkId=74f34cbbf6c170c4a0b4fe1cd61b6761
https://www.amazon.com/AGS-Health-Wellness-Genetic-Test/dp/B01MR0USUB/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&tag=geneabloggers-20&linkId=74f34cbbf6c170c4a0b4fe1cd61b6761
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias=aps&field-keywords=23andme&linkCode=sl2&tag=geneabloggers-20&linkId=1b4bca093e854e8a5e1143495677aaa3
https://genealogybargains.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=92d2975435&e=5fa47e1777
https://genealogybargains.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=2cb210496c&e=5fa47e1777
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Genealogy News You €an Use...
23andMe Files Lawsuit Against Ancestry.com Over "Spit-Kit” Method and Trademarked Name

This article is from The Week Magazine of
June 15, 2018.

"Genealogy products—tests that tell
people where their ancestors hailed
from and match them with distant fami-
ly members—have captured the consum-
er imagination,” said Megan Molteni in
Wired.com.The number of people who
have submitted a saliva sample and had
their DNA analyzed doubled last year to
more than 15 million. But Ancestry.com,
the industry's biggest player, is being
taken to court by rival 23andMe, ac-

cused of infringing on a "patented meth-
od for identifying relatives from tidbits
of DNA." 23andMe also accused its com-
petition of “false advertising” and asked
the court to nullify the frademarked
"Ancestry"” name. "The outcome of this
has the potential to reshape the genetic
genealogy testing industry right as it's
beginning to boom."

This additional information is from Dick
Eastman's Newsletter of May 12, 2018

Genealogy company 23andMe Inc. hit
rival Ancestry.com with a false advertis-

DNA testing Scams and Suspicious Sales Tactics

(Continued from page 4)

~Avoid DNA tests that say they can
prove Cherokee or other specific Na-
tive American tribe identification.
There is no such technology or DNA
test available at this point in time. Some
reputable tests, such as AncestryDNA
and Family Tree DNA will show Native
American ethnicity in your ethnicity
estimate although the accuracy of such
estimates is in dispute. In fact, here is
the statement on Native American eth-
nicity estimates from the AncestryDNA
website: "The AncestryDNA test may
predict if you are at least partly Native
American, which includes some tribes
that are indigenous to North America,
including the U.S., Canada and Mexico.
The results do not currently provide a
specific tribal affiliation. (Please note
that your AncestryDNA ethnicity re-
sults cannot be used as a substitute for
legal documentation.) In addition,

see Genetic Markers Not a Valid Test
of Native Identity.

~Paternity DNA tests cannot be used
for genealogy and family history re-
search. If you think hearing “you are
NOT the father” will help with genea-
logical research, then think again. Many
of these tests are very low priced
($19.99 USD and up), but don't provide
any real usable data or allow you to
match with other DNA festers.
—A reputable DNA testing company
should be able to provide documenta-
tion on the science behind its testing
methodology. In addition, that docu-
mentation should be peer reviewed.
Some DNA tests are making unfounded
claims in terms of specific migration
routes and locations. Other tests are
based on unsound research that has
been disputed by the genetic genealogy
community. Click here for an example of
AncestryDNA's documentation.

—VYes, Virginia, There is DNA Spam!
Keep in mind that when anything be-
comes “popular” the spammers are sure
to try and find opportunities!

—Verify all emails related to DNA
test purchases and results. Lately
we've seen many "phishing" emails either
verifying the purchase of a DNA test
that you never made OR telling you that
your DNA test results are ready. If you
did in fact purchase a DNA test or are
awaiting results, ALWAYS go to the
DNA testing company's website, log in
and you should see a hotification on the
website.

—Manage Your DNA Test Result Noti-
fications. Once your DNA tfest results
are ready, the DNA testing company will
update you via email when you have nhew
matches with others who have tested (if
you gave your consent to be matched).
These emails are not spam, per se, but
if you are overwhelmed by the frequen-
cy, visit the DNA testing company web-
site and change your notification set-
tings.

—Stay Educated and Stay Safe. In addi-
tion, remember, when it comes to DNA
products and services, if it sounds too
good fo be true, it probably is! Check
out the many FREE DNA education tools
and resources at DNA Bargains BEFORE
you decide to purchase and take a per-
sonal DNA test. Disclaimer: All prices and
offers are subject to change. Some items
may be sold out and have limited inventory.
Also check to see if you have automated pur-
chase settings enabled, such as Amazon Buy
with 1-Click: it is your responsibility to make
sure you are getting the correct price for
any item before you check out and finalize
the transaction. (Note: The posted content
above contains affiliate links, which means
Thomas MacEntee makes a percentage of
sales via these links. This does not increase
the price you pay as a consumer. It simply
supplements his income so he can continue
providing free genealogy content .)

ing and patent infringement lawsuit in
California federal court in May, seek-
ing to invalidate its "Ancestry” trade-
mark and claiming the company sells a
DNA-based ancestry test that infring-
es 23andMe's patent. The suit accuses
the Utah-based Ancestry.com of in-
fringing its patent since 2013 by sell-
ing AncestryDNA kits that identify a
person’s relatives who share parts of
their DNA. 23andMe also claims that
Ancestry.com has been misleading cus-
tomers by running a “perpetual sale”
and by falsely claiming in ads that it
tests five times more regions than its
rivals. "Defendants’ repeated pattern
of false and misleading advertising has
caused, and will continue to cause ir-
reparable injury o 23andMe's reputa-
tion, goodwill and business, if not en-
joined,” the suit says. -

Searching Passport Applications:
An Excellent Source of Genealog-
ical Information from NARA

Passport applications can be an
excellent source of genealogical in-
formation, especially about foreign-
born individuals. The National Ar-
chives and Records Administration
has passport applications from Oct.
1795-Mar. 1925; the U.S. Department
of State has passport applications
from Apr. 1925 to the present. The
Department of State has issued pass-
ports to American citizens traveling
abroad since 1789, but did not have
sole authority to do so until Aug. 23,
1856, when Congress passed an act
prohibiting other governmental enti-
ties, such as state and judicial au-
thorities, from issuing passports.

Foreign travel in the nineteenth
century was much more frequent than
one might expect. Overseas travelers
included businessmen, the middle
class, and naturalized U.S. citizens
who returned to their homelands to
visit relatives. For example, statistics
show that the State Department is-
sued 130,360 passports between 1810
and 1873, more than 369,844 be-
tween 1877 and 1909, and more than
1,184,085 between 1912 and 1925. Tt
is unknown how many American citi-
zens traveled abroad with passports
issued by state or judicial authorities
prior to 1856 or without any passport
prior to 1918. For more information
see the NARA Passport website, or
Ancestry.com's passport database.
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