The Paint Spot Newsletter
(September 2013)


I'll start by mentioning the trip to Costa Rica that my daughter and I took............"It's a jungle down there"!

If you think Vidor and Houston Texas gets humid, think again. There's a reason they call it "the rain forest". We did jungle tours, catamaran trips, white water rafting and zip lined for miles through the jungle. Played with "white faced" monkeys, saw crocodiles larger than a car, got up close and personal with "sloth's" and realized Iguanas were as common as house fly's here.


Got brushed up on my Spanish while we were there, but I have to tell you, there are a lot of Americans that live there as well. I saw a shop that sold "hemp" clothing while we were in a small town for breakfast. It was early and the store hadn't opened for business yet, so the owner was sitting Indian style on the side walk in front of the place reading the newspaper. The funny thing was, this dude looked exactly like "Tommy Chong" (from cheech and chong). I think Cheyenne may have taken a picture of this guy with the "Hemp" clothing sign in the back ground.....if so I'll attach it to the website. It wouldn't be that hard to fathom from the lifestyle that he's lead, and don't forget about the trouble that he got into selling paraphernalia on the internet from California.............that could explain a relocation to Costa Rica. LOL!

We had a good time, but Cheyenne had a tough time getting used to the cultural differences between North America and a foreign country. I have seen much of the world and know that most other countries are not as neatly laid out as the U.S. but that's the whole point of visiting other countries. I told her that when she was back in the states she would reflect on her South American trip with fond memories, and sure enough, she is. All in all, it achieved its purpose............to spend some quality time and create indelible memories with my precious daughter. She has gone off to college now and is even thinking of studying abroad for a couple of years :( .
Variance deck:


Working without one of these is like trying to rebuild a car engine with a crescent wrench!

99% of the time I use (and mix) the "prime" or "standard" formula and there's never a problem with the blending (as long as you use MPB-500.....if you're not using that, you're stupid!), but what happens when your vehicle has a variance? Well, here's what I do when a customer (that doesn't have a bank) orders a factory code.........I mix the "standard". Now, when he figures out that it doesn't match, the first thing that he says is "that color doesn't match, you mixed the wrong color". I then tell him two things, "I did mix the right color" and "you didn't give me the right information". Diplomacy definitely comes into play here because the customer is always right and doesn't like being told otherwise, and since I'm never wrong, it could get "dicey" real quick. Virtually every time this has cropped up the customer hasn't had a variance deck to confirm whether or not the vehicle was originally painted with the "standard" formula (or they're panel painting, and that's when I remind them of their foolishness). This is costly for The Paint Spot because unlike my nemesis in San Marcos, I replace the color for.....FREE! He instead, puts a "get out of jail free" sticker on the top of the can saying "paint match is the responsibility of the painter". Now, in fairness to Hofmann's, he's right, however, that's expensive as well ( I was a printer for 26 years, and labels aren't cheap), but I suppose it works itself out because they will also charge you for the next mix!
The reason I don't charge the customer is this: They couldn't have known that they were giving me bad information!


Since I'm loosing money any time this happens, and I don't feel right about charging the customer twice, I offer this solution: Buy a Matrix variance system from me and I will sell it at my cost and even allow you to make payments on it. The system costs about $750.00, which compared to the PPG variance system that I bought years ago for $1500.00 is a steal. Not only that, the Matrix variances are all on one card, making it a lot more user friendly than the other guys!
To all of our customers who acquire these variance systems, you'll receive updates (new variance colors) as they are released at our cost.

Take me up on this offer. It will save me money, save you time and money, and allow us to talk intelligently over the phone when you place your orders!

Stay tuned for the upcoming variance system from Lusid Technologies "North Star", It's the first one of its kind for "Fleet" work!

Iwata:


I'm a big believer in Iwata guns. Although I use several models, my hands down favorite is the LPH-400 with a water borne air cap (orange) and a 1.3 fluid tip. I can consistently spray anything from enamel to candy. Single stage, polyurethane, Lacquer, water borne, and both base coat and clear coat with just one gun. This goes for any manufacturers paint as well. Now I'm going to give ya'll one more reason to use Iwata, but first I'll have to give you another reason NOT to use SATA'S.


The reason I stopped being a Loyal Sata user is because of the seal that continually needed to be replaced between the fluid tip and the gun body @ $13.00 / each (NR 2000 & 3000......the NR 95 was a great gun). As time went by another problem surfaced, it was the female threads in the gun body for the fluid adjustment. When this happened the gun was trash! No way to fix the gun, I tried helicoils, but because of the precise alignment of the needle, it was impossible to get perfect. The Iwata's on the other hand, have a replaceable fitting!


This issue surfaced on two of the LPH-400 "Charlie Hutton" guns at Slix recently, and when I looked at them I was shocked to find that Iwata already anticipated this area as a potential wear factor, and allowed for that potential threat by making it a changeable part! It's kind of like comparing PPG to Matrix............one company wants your money (and as much of it as possible) and the other wants your business (and your loyalty). Sata used to be the greatest gun on the planet, and then they got greedy...........sound familiar?

I have plenty of these fittings in stock and if you have a thread jamming issue with an Iwata gun, this is the place to get them. If you bought that gun from me, I will replace the first one absolutely free!

Touch up pens:


Have you ever tried to touch up a base coat/clear coat paint job with just base coat? If so, you've already found that it doesn't match. The reason for this is pretty simple, the vehicle is base coat with a clear coat on top, and what you're trying to touch it up with is just the base. If you've tried to go a step farther and actually catalyze a drop of clear and put it on top, you've probably found that it's "hit and miss" at best. Now there's a solution:

The Paint Spot has acquired a handy little gadget that will eliminate the guess work with touch ups. It's a cylinder that has two chambers, one for base color and a separate chamber on the other end for an "air dry" clear. This device is about the size of a "sharpie" and it can easily stow in the glove compartment of any vehicle. Now you can take some of the exact paint you painted your customers vehicle with, and fill the color chamber with the disposable syringe that comes with the pen, then do the same with the air dry clear. The customer shakes the pen, unscrews the paint side cap, colors the scratch, allows the base to dry, then repeats with the clear. When they're done the pen goes back into the glove box and is there to use again should the situation arise.


Whether you're using solvent based or water based paint, or whether you're buying our paint or some body else's, the pen will do the job. Whether you buy from The Paint Spot normally or not I will sell them to you. This is an excellent way of adding a little "value add" to your finished product. The customer will greatly appreciate having it and remember you for providing it! We are currently giving each customer that has had repair work done at Slix one of these free! Thank you "Ray" at K.O. Collision for the idea!

We sell these pens individually or in a box of  15, call for pricing! These pens are generally sold to the shop empty, but in the case of a walk in customer or a customer that doesn't have access to a mixing bank, we can fill them for you upon request and color code information. There will be a slight charge to cover the cost of materials. We also have the air dry clear for $7.25/per pint.
I kind of feel like "Billy Mays" or the "sham wow" dude, but if you're waiting for me to say "but wait, there's more"............there aint!

Swepco motor oil:


I have decided to take on Swepco motor oil here at The Paint Spot, and before you think "what the hell does that have to do with body and paint", let me explain.
I have always been into cars and motor cycles (as many of our customers are). Anything with an internal combustion engine has always fascinated me. I started collecting older cars (mostly muscle cars) about 35 years ago, and to date I've got quite a few in various stages of completion. Along with the cars, I started collecting rare engines such as the Chevy 409, 396, and 427's. I also have several Chrysler engines like 413 wedge, 440 hp/6, magnums, and a 426 Hemi. When we build a hot rod at Slix I usually build it around one of these junk engines and then send it out for machining and rebuild it ourselves (little or no "store bought shit" here at Slix). Recently we've had some problems with these engines literally eating themselves alive upon break in. Example: My 1987 Chevy Monte Carlo SS originally had a 305 and an automatic with a crappy rear end. Now Chevrolet might have called that an SS, but a real SS should have a 396, Muncie 4 speed, and a 12 bolt 3:73 posi rear end........so that's what we did! We hand built the clutch pedal assembly just for this car, and modified everything to accept the new drive train. Everything works including AC in this car, and it was done in such a fashion that you wouldn't know it wasn't done on the assembly line. You can imagine what it felt like when it ate itself up in 11 minutes!

We built another 396, and that one lasted 600 miles, then ate itself up. The first one was rebuilt and installed as a third engine and it lasted 12 minutes............what the hell was going on! Now I have to tell you that I have been building engines, transmissions, and rear differentials for most of my life, and the last one was built by a professional, so the chances of amateur assembly wasn't a factor.

We consulted Iskendarian Racing Cams for answers, and here's what we learned: Zinc has been taken out of motor oil because it had an adverse reaction with catalytic converters. Since then engines have been designed with tighter clearances and "roller" style camshafts to eliminate friction, thus eliminating the need for Zinc. At the same time (and for years preceding this) earlier cars have been a target for elimination by our government. I knew some of this already, so we usually used Rotella because of the zinc content, well guess what.............the zinc has been all but eliminated in that oil now. 

I have two cars that have had no problems what so ever, and when we researched why, we found that these two cars (both with big block Chevy's, and both with solid lift cams) were running with "Swepco" oil. Coincidently, the second engine in the Monte Carlo had Swepco until I changed it at...........600 miles! At that point I had run out of my supply, and went with Rotella...............you think I would have figured it out right then, but no way, everyone I talked to said it would be fine.............they were dead wrong!
The long and short is this: I spent $12,000.00 on machine work, parts, and materials going through theses engines (for the same vehicle) before I educated myself on the situation. I interviewed "Royal Purple", "Shaefer", and "Swepco", and was recommended "Brad Penn" by Isky. Royal Purple is expensive, and it is synthetic, and synthetic has it's share of issues and is less versatile than a conventional oil. Only Swepco stood out at the end and for a few good reasons. Swepco is cost effective, it contains the most zinc of them all, it won't leak from seals and loose tolerance gear boxes (Muncie four speeds), anything from old Harley Davidson's, heavy equipment, differentials, big rigs, standard transmissions, automatic transmissions, hydraulics, racing engines, racing transmissions, and newer every day drivers has a corresponding Swepco lubricant. 15,000 miles with a filter change at 7500 is what you can expect with this oil, and I've actually seen it! This oil is the only thing that saved the 55 and the 51 Chevy's (the two cars I mentioned above), not to mention my 1951 and 1961 Harley Davidson Pan heads. I won't ever use anything else, and to make it available for all my "Buddies" out there, I've put a really small mark up on it only to cover cost of ordering and freight. Now if you're local to me, this is practical but if you're not, just get in touch with me and I'll be happy to refer you to a local source. Ricky Reinhardt, Gilbert Delarosa, Kendrix Machine, Dennis Sweirnik, David Jolander, Jeff Rabideaux, David Urbach, David Auch, Dean Richel, Danny's Hot Rod's, Miller Street Works, Xtreme Street Kustomz, Riske Fleet, Chopped & Diced, Next Concepts, and so many more...............I'm talking to you! No excuses for not being able to go fast consistently, and for years to come.

Call The Paint Spot @ (830) 899-2845 or E-Mail me at: rcpaintspot@gmail.com with questions and orders, or just come on in and see me. 292 Canyon Bend ,Canyon Lake, Texas 78133.
"Whatever It Takes"

   Rick Ciotti  


