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	Twixus Childcare Centre
Spring Term - 
Medium Term Planning Theme: I Can See the Sea!
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	The Three Prime Areas – these are particularly important for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning and for building their capacity to learn and thrive.

	Prime Area
	Planned Activity 

	Personal, Social & Emotional Development
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	· Concern for the environment; safety 

· Treating living things with care

· Showing respect for each other; taking turns/manners etc

· Behaviour in different settings; outdoor /indoor

· Discuss sharing; Rainbow Fish

· Keeping safe near the sea

· Jonah and the Whale

	Physical Development
	· Small world play 

· Large construction

· Sand and water play; find underwater animals in sand/water; water and blue glitter with lots of sea creatures in; floating and sinking

· Playground games

· Actions to accompany different rhymes

· Think about how creatures might move in the sea

	Communication & Language
	· Describing using senses about underwater animals 

· Say/sing rhymes and songs about underwater animals 

· Read stories related to fish/other underwater animals; The fish who could wish, Rainbow Fish and N fiction texts

· Using finger puppets

· Examine a collection of shells together think of words to describe them.

· Recreate underwater sounds


	The Four Specific Areas – the application of these areas of learning and development support and strengthen the three prime areas. 

	Specific Area
	Planned Activity

	Literacy
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	· Describing different aspects of the seashore/sea creatures

· Matching sea creatures to their names

· Drawing favourite sea creatures and creating our own sea creatures – adding labels and captions to art work

· Speaking and listening circle time about experiences in rock pools

· Daily morning phonics rotational activities 

· The fish the could wish

	Mathematics


	· Recognising and sorting objects by size, colour and shape (sea creatures/shells)

· Arrange shells in order of size smallest to largest

· Use vocabulary such as ‘smaller’ ‘larger’ ‘smallest’ ‘same’.
· Counting objects; how many underwater animals can you see?

· Investigate shapes in stories

· Make a number octopus

· Estimating marbles in a jar

· Estimating creatures in a rock pool/fish in an ocean scene
· 2D/3D Shapes 

· Pirate treasure hunt (3D shapes)
· Box modelling sea creatures/bottle fish



	Understanding the World
	· Looking at photographs/pictures of underwater animals; encourage children to recognise images

· Discuss conditions that underwater animals need to live

· Using playdough to make underwater animals

· Discuss safety when looking at underwater animals

· Sea creatures play dough mats

· Role play area designed as Aquarium

· Watch a video about a rock pool and talk about the different sea life within it

· Learning names of creatures that live in rock pools 

· Creating a rock pool 

· Making an edible ocean with jelly and haribo fish

· Looking at drift wood 

· Making paper plate aquariums 

· Making boats  

· Creating our own seaside scenes 

	Expressive Arts & Design
	· Sponge printing using underwater animal sponges’ repeating fish patterns

· Songs/rhymes about underwater animals

· Colouring images of underwater animals

· Tracing pictures of underwater animals

· Paint large images for display in water area

· Paper plate octopus

· Use large piece of fabric to create waves move it to correspond to the music

· Sea creature collage pictures

· Play a selection of musical instruments to represent calm and stormy seas

· Making paper plate rock pools 

· Pebble painting (fish/whales etc)

· Boat role play area with row row row your boat music, fish nets, blue material, buckets and spades

· Sponge roller sea pictures with collaged fish over the top

· Painting pictures of our favourite parts of the aquarium 

· Beach role play in sand pit /beach hut in role play area

· Listen to whale music and discuss 

· Under the sea music 

· Making shark teeth from salt dough and putting them on string to make shark tooth necklaces 

· Making lighthouses
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Under the seas  - example pages                               Fish prints using potatoes and bubble wrap ---(
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