THE IMPACT IN JERUSALEM

John 5:1-47

The Signs of the Son of God (John 1:19-12:50)


Section 1 – His Deity is Declared (1:19-4:54)

   
Section 2 – His Deity is Disputed (5:1-10:42)


Section 3 – His Deity is Disowned (11:1-12:50)

I. THE IMPOTENT MAN CHALLENGED.  John 5:1-15

A. The Multitude. (5:1-4) The Lord Jesus went to Jerusalem during a feast, which was probably the Passover. Compare 2:23, 6:4 and 11:55. There was a pool near the sheep market, which provided healing for one individual at “a certain season” (verse 4). So, all manner of sick people gathered “waiting for the moving of the water.” This multitude represents all of humanity waiting and hoping for a miracle.
B. The Man. (5:5) “And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.” He was apparently paralyzed and unable to enter the water before any others. This “certain man” suffered for thirty-eight years and had become a fixture in the community. His companions were the blind, the halt and the withered. No one offered assistance, not even the priests; his circumstance was hopeless.
John 6:4, “And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.”

Proverbs 13:12, “Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.”
C. The Master. (5:6-15)

1. The Invitation. (5:6, 42) The Lord Jesus “saw him” and knew all about him just as he knew about Nathanael and the woman of Samaria. He then said, “Wilt thou be made whole?” The Lord’s knowledge never violates the will of the individual.
2. The Restoration. (5:7-9) The “impotent man” responded in his helplessness. He surely desired to be whole, but he was ignorant of our Lord’s offer. Jesus said, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” The man responded in faith and obeyed. “And immediately the man was made whole.” Our Lord’s miracle was a sign. John added, “the same day was the sabbath.”
3. The Confrontation. (5:10-15) As this newly restored man carried his bed, he was charged by the Jewish leaders with Sabbath-breaking. They had made burdensome what the Lord intended as a blessing – the Sabbath. The man responded, “He that made me whole…said…Take up thy bed, and walk.” These priests had done nothing for this man. So it was obvious who had the greater authority. They asked, “What man?” He did not know. However, Jesus found him later in the temple and said, “…thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.” This condition was the result of sin. It was evidently something in this man’s youth that had robbed him of his best years. Sin is a serious matter. In verse fifteen, the healed man innocently told the Jews “that it was Jesus, which man him whole.”
Mark 2:27, “And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:”

Exodus 31:13, “Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you.”  (See also Ezekiel 20:12.)

Romans 14:5, “One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.”

Colossians 2:16, “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:”
II. THE IMPENITENT MEN CHALLENGED.  John 5:16-47

A. The Indictment Raised. (5:16) With this information, the Jews focused their entire wrath on Jesus. They charged him with profaning the Sabbath. First, by healing the paralyzed man on the Sabbath and then by instructing him to walk about carrying his bed. These religionists “sought to slay him.”
B. The Indictment Refuted. (5:17-38) 

1. The Witness of the Father. (5:17-32) 

a. The Father and the Sabbath. (5:17-18) The Sabbath was based upon God’s seventh day creation rest (Genesis 2:1-3), but God’s Sabbath had been broken by the introduction of sin into the world. Jesus said, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” God was completing a new work – the work of redemption. Then the Jews seemed to lose interest in their Sabbath charge and seized upon our Savior’s claim to be coequal with the Father. Compare Philippians 2:6.
b. The Father and the Son. (5:19-24) The Father and the Son are always in complete agreement. The Son always does the will of the Father, and the Son possesses the power of the Father. The Father has “committed all judgment unto the Son” and the Son is to be honored.
c. The Father and the Sepulchre. (5:25-30) The Father has “committed all judgment unto the Son,” so Jesus will judge all men. He taught the Jews concerning the two resurrections of the dead (Revelation 20). The first resurrection is the resurrection of the saved who “have done good.” Compare John 6:29.
2. The Witness of the Forerunner. (5:31-35) Jesus reminded the Jewish leaders of the witness of John the Baptist. He was a prophet and he had identified Jesus as the Christ. Thousands had accepted his preaching and submitted to his baptism. His witness should have convinced them.
3. The Witness of the Fruits. (5:36-38) The Lord’s “works” testified of his authority. See Acts 2:22 and John 10:25. The many “works” of Jesus were all part of the one “work” he came to do – redemption. See John 4:34.
C. The Indictment Reversed. (5:39-47) Our Lord silenced the Jewish leaders with several challenges. He challenged them to “search the scriptures” in verse thirty-nine. Then he challenged them to search their own hearts in verses 42-44. Finally, Jesus challenged them to search the writings of Moses specifically in verses 45-47.
John 6:29, “Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.”

Acts 2:22, “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:”

John 10:25, “Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.”

John 4:34, “Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.”
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