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A CimizeN’s GUIDE TO THE
BioLoGicaL AsSESSMENT OF WETLANDS

THE VEGETATION INDEX
OF BIOLOGICAL INTEGRIY (IBI)

Field & Laboratory

Protocols, Pictorial
Key to the
Minnesota Pollution Common Wetland
Control Agency Plants

http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/biomonitoring/bio-
citizenmonitoring.html




WHEP Plant Sampling Resources

File  Edit Vi Favorites Help

Wetland Health Evaluation Program (WHEP)

Training Resources and Presentations
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[(spineless critters)

Vegetation Sampling

Get Involved
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WHEP Reports and
Data
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2 Determrne the major plant
- - communities in the wetland

3. Locate a spot for a representative plot
4. Determine the plot shape
5. Lay out the 100 m? plot

6. Record releve information

W7, Identify plants withi T —
| axa cover
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- Cllpboard W‘th srté & releve datasheets
* Pencils
 Compass: (optional)
4 tall garden stakes with colorful flagging
* 1 or 2 30-50m measuring tapes
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e Some basic site
information

MM WHEP VEGETATION SURVEY FIELD SHEET: SITE INFORMATION

Site Mame: DateTime:
Team Leader/Observer: Team Mame:
Local Sponsor: Couniy:

Location Information AT consdisatm fem RS ol Townshp Rangs Secl o i i, of @l distism.
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~« Plot size is standard (100m2)
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* Plot shape can be altered depending on the
wetland vegetation -

« Square — well developed emergent fringe
— 10 x 10m plot -
ey

ﬂﬁectangle iirrow fringe ofﬂs(less-m_

5 x20m plot
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o Establish corner
#1

« Measure off 1st
side w/tape

 Establish corner
H2

e Turn 90° measure
s SIS —

* Repeat for
remaining sides...




« SOome basic
information
about the releve

MM WHEP VEGETATION SURVEY FIELD SHEET: RELEVE DATA

Site Mame: DiateiTime:
Team LeaderDbssnear: Tearmn Mame:
Local Sponsor: County:

Releve Dimensions e 10mx 10 morSmx20m =100 m°

I= the releve typical of the wetland plant community ? e ems: Yes or Mo ez mies)
Waler depth in the plot s Shallowest; m Deepest

Substrateibotiom description:

Comments:

Nofe: Mumbars 4o | ) rafar o the madrics phene fhe oads ars used

Prag CC GRASSLIKE (1. 3.4 T)




Inventory plants
within the plot

«‘\Walking the plot’

|D and check off
plants on the
releve data sheet

as you go




specific plant when looking straigahﬁt down on
the plot




Cover Class Percent Cover Mid-point

(CC) Range Percent
6 75-100% 87% =
5 50-75% 63%
25-50% BT/
1 5 ——
% 1-5% . 3%

1 0-1% 0.5%
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Cover Class (CC)
6

Al = =1 =D

Percent Cover Range
75-100%
50-75%
25-50%

5-25%
1-5%
0-1%




Plant Metrics

———2. Nonvascular taxa
3. Grasslike genera

4. Carex cover _
5. Bladderwort (Utricularia) presence

‘@. Aquatic Guild ’
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safe anvciL ey your wetland
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