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Sunny thru Sunday

Senior swimmers competed in the “Thrice Is Nice” meet at the San Leandro High School pool. 
PHOTO BY RUBEN BANUELOS

Senior Swimmers Go the Distance

see DISCIPLINE, page 8
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Discipline Meeting 
Next Tuesday
City Council to address the 
allegations made by Bowen 
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The San Leandro High School Swim 
Center hosted the second annual “Thrice 
Is Nice 50+100+200 for Each Stroke 
and the 400 Kick for Time” swim meet, 
a United States Masters Swimming 
(USMS) league competition that drew 

Boys & Girls Clubs of San 
Leandro (BGCSL) announced 
an expansion of its partnership 
with New Haven Unified 
School District, adding two 
new school-based Clubs at 
Searles Elementary and Pi-
oneer Elementary in Union 
City,  to help New Haven 
meet the growing demand 
for after-school care for their 
students. 

The new after-school pro-
grams will open on January 

20, increasing access to  af-
ter-school care for families 
and creating new job opportu-
nities in the community.

This expansion builds 
upon BGCSL’s successful 
2024 launch of after-school 
programs at Hillview Crest 
and Guy Emanuele Elemen-
tary Schools. 

With the addition of two 
more school-based clubs, 
BGCSL will be able to serve 
an additional 500 students 

from the moment the school 
bell rings until 6 p.m. each 
school day.

BGCSL’s site will be 
staffed by trained program 
managers and youth devel-
opment professionals, guided 
by Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America values that center on 
creating a safe, supportive, 
and enriching environment 
for all youth. BGCSL and 
NHUSD are working closely 
to ensure a seamless transition 

for students and families.
“The partnership between 

NHUSD and Boys & Girls 
Clubs of San Leandro has 
contributed positively to our 
community,” said Jennifer 
Hawkins, Coordinator of the 
Union City Family Center. 
“At Hillview Crest and Guy 
Emanuele, this collaboration 
has supported working fami-
lies, enriched students’ expe-
riences, and strengthened their 

The City of San Leandro 
invites the public to a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony to open 
the Steven Taylor Sanctity of 
Life Pavilion on Saturday, Jan. 
24, from 10 a.m. to noon at 
Marina Park, 13791 Monarch 
Bay Drive. 

The project includes en-
hanced pedestrian pathways, 
amphitheater-style seating, an 
outdoor gathering area, and a 

commissioned public art in-
stallation that anchors the site. 

The Pavilion reflects the 
City of San Leandro’s com-
mitment to creating meaning-
ful public spaces that promote 
reflection, healing, and com-
munity connection, according 
to a city press release. The 
public art centerpiece sym-
bolizes humanity and strength, 

swimmers from across Northern Cal-
ifornia.

The meet featured 152 entries, held 
at San Leandro High School pool, and 
welcomed adult swimmers representing 
various Masters teams in the region.

The meet was organized around 
a unique format. Competitors could 

swim three distances—50, 100, and 200 
yards—for each of the four competitive 
strokes. This structure inspired the 
meet’s name, “Thrice is Nice.” 

Swimmers could choose which 
events to enter by paying an entry fee 
and were grouped into heats based on 

The San Leandro City 
Council has scheduled a spe-
cial meeting for Tuesday, 
Jan. 20, at 7 p.m. to discuss 
disciplinary action against two 
council members. 

The meeting is in response 
to City Councilmember Xou-
hao Bowen’s allegations that 
she and other women were 
subjected to gender-based 
bias, bullying and harassment 
and retaliation by City Council 
members Victor Aguilar and 
Fred Simon. 

Earlier this month, the City 
Council released the findings 

of an investigation to look 
into Bowen’s complaint. The 
report can be found on the 
City of San Leandro’s website 
at: www.sanleandro.org/175/
Public-Records-Online.

The investigation was con-
ducted by Jane Kow, HR Law 
Consultants which specializes 
in workplace disputes. 

The report, now on the 
city’s website, gives more 
details about statements and 
questions made by Aguilar and 
Simon at various city meetings 
which allegedly show gender 

see SWIM, page 8
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Seaman Apprentice Leslie 
Gomez Alvarado, a native of 
San Leandro, California, serves 
aboard USS George H.W. Bush, 
a U.S. Navy aircraft carrier op-
erating out of Norfolk, Virginia.

Gomez Alvarado graduated 
from San Lorenzo High School 
in 2022. She joined the Navy two 
years ago. Today, she serves as a 
culinary specialist.

“I joined the Navy because 
my hometown didn’t have a lot of 
opportunities, and I was working 
two jobs while trying to go to 
school,” Gomez Alvarado said. 
“I wanted to learn to be indepen-
dent and not live off my parents. 
I have already achieved more in 
my short time in the Navy than I 
would have as a civilian.

“My mother was scared for 
me when I joined the Navy, but 
now she is proud, even though 
she wants me back home,” Go-
mez Alvarado said.

The aircraft carrier USS 
George H.W. Bush was com-
missioned in 2009, named for 

the 41st President of the United 
States who was also a naval avia-
tor. The ship was the first aircraft 
carrier to have its namesake par-
ticipate in its christening.

Aircraft carriers are the cen-
terpiece of America’s naval forc-

Leslie Gomez Alvarado of San Leandro is a culinary 
specialist aboard the aircraft carrier USS Bush. 

PHOTO COURTESY U.S. NAVY

es. For more than 100 years, they 
have projected power, sustained 
sea control, bolstered deterrence, 
provided humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief, and main-
tained enduring commitments 
worldwide.

In the story “City Council 
Votes to Put Tax on the Bal-
lot,” Jan. 8, 2026, the council 
vote on the item to explore a 
revenue measure was inaccu-
rate. The story said that it was 
a 5-2 vote with Victor Aguilar 
and Bryan Azevedo voting 
no. But it was a 4-3 vote with 
Aguilar, Azevedo and Xouhua 

Bowen voting no, and Mayor 
Gonzalez, Dylan Boldt, Sbey-
deh Viveros-Walton, and Fred 
Simon voting yes. 

Also, the City Council’s 
vote just directs city staff to 
explore a tax measure. The 
council would still have to 
vote later whether to put it on 
the ballot.

Correction

Library Events
Adults 50+ Book Club

Join a book club that offers adults 50+ a welcoming 
space to explore the joys, challenges, and wisdom that 
come with growing older through insightful literature and 
meaningful conversation. Each gathering invites reflection, 
connection, and celebration of the aging journey in all its 
complexity. First Monday of the month from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. at the San Leandro Senior Community Center, 13909 
East 14th Street.

Homework Center at San Leandro 
Public Library’s Manor Branch

Need help with your homework? Come to the Home-
work Center at the Manor Branch Library 1241 Manor 
Blvd, on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
This is for students in grades 1 through 5. Registration 
needed: www.sanleandro.org.

Live Well, Be Well Health Education Classes
The San Leandro Human Services Department in col-

laboration with City Serve of the Tri-Valley will host seven 
free health Education Classes on Tuesdays starting Jan. 27, 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the San Leandro Community Center, 
13909 East 14th St. Topics covered include health of the 
brain, heart, gut, liver, kidneys, and skin, with additional 
sessions on overcoming ageism and embracing the art of 
self-care.  Register online at  www.sanleandrorec.org  or 
call customer service at 510-577-7990. Use code 26934 
to register.

Come to a documentary 
film screening and discussion 
with Will Kaku, board mem-
ber of the Japanese Amer-
ican Museum of San Jose, 
and Yuriko Gamo Romer, 
director/producer of Base-
ball Behind Barbed Wire on 
Saturday, Jan. 31, from 1 to 3 
p.m.  at the San Leandro Main 
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave.

The program is part of 

Documentary and 
Discussion on Fred 
Korematsu’s Relevance Today

the library’s exhibit – “Am I 
an American or Am I Not? – 
inspired by Fred Korematsu’s 
resistance against the violation 
of his constitutional rights. 

The exhibit examines the 
mass incarceration of over 
125,000 Japanese Americans 
during World War II and 
invites visitors to reflect on 
historical injustice and its 
relevance today.
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League of Women Voters Coffee and Conversation
The League of Women Voters–Eden Area invites you 

to join them for coffee and conversation on Sunday, Jan. 
18, at 11 a.m. at Zocalo Coffee House, 645 Bancroft Ave. 
in SanLeandro. Come and find out how to get involved and 
what’s planned for 2026. 

Washington Home Owners Association to Meet
The Washington Home Owners Association will host 

its monthly meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 21, at 6 p.m. at 
the Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd. This 
month’s guest speaker will be  Bruce King, president of 
Friends of San Lorenzo Creek. Hear the plans of the orga-
nization and how you can help their efforts. Washington 
Manor and Bonaire residents and the general public are 
encouraged to attend. For more information, visit: www.
whoasl.com or call Bob Glaze at 510-352-2058.

Cars & Coffee Community Meet
Zenti Bistro, 500 Davis St. in San Leandro, presents 

Cars & Coffee Community Meet on Saturday, Jan. 24, 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Experience exotic cars and hot rods 
with great coffee, food, and music. Family-friendly. All 
vehicles welcome. 

Pancake Breakfast & Bingo
I.D.E.S. St. John, 1670 Orchard Ave. in San Leandro, 

will host a pancake breakfast on Saturday, Jan. 24, from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. Tickets are $15, or $5 for kids up to 12, and 
includes lunch and four bingo cards. Extra bingo cards are 
25 cents each. For tickets, call Jenet Re at 510-483-1132, 
or Willie Calvo at 510-207-6326. 

St. Leander School Open House
St. Leander School, a preschool through 8th Grade 

Catholic school, will hold an open house on Sunday, Jan. 
25, from noon to 2 p.m. Families will have the opportunity 
to meet teachers, tour the campus, and learn more about 
the school’s academic programs and school community.

Origami Paper Cranes Program
Come to the Origami Paper Cranes program with origa-

mi artist Linda Mihara on Tuesday, Jan. 27, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. The 
program is part of the library’s exhibit – “Am I an American 
or Am I Not? – inspired by Fred Korematsu’s resistance 
against the violation of his constitutional rights. The exhibit 
examines the mass incarceration of over 125,000 Japanese 
Americans during WWII and invites visitors to reflect on 
historical injustice and its relevance today. 

Lose Weight by 
Joining TOPS

Resolved to lose weight in 2026? Join TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start your 
weight loss journey. TOPS is a non profit weight loss sup-
port group.  We meet on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. (doors open at 
8:45 a.m.) at the United Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria 
Street in Castro Valley. For more info contact Linda Brooks 
@ 510-461-3894. Join us for fellowship and support. What 
do you have to lose?

Umpires Needed
Hayward Softball Umpires Association is recruiting 

umpires year round to work paid HARD Recreation Softball 
games — men’s, women’s and co-ed slow pitch. Training 
for all age groups in fast and slow pitch. Email or call the 
educational director at umpire500.61@gmail.com or 510-
586-8592 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 

San Leandro Toastmasters Meet Every Thursday
San Leandro Toastmasters meets every Thursday from 

6:45 to 7:45 p.m. online through Zoom. Email sanlean-
drotm@gmail.com for more information. Also, the Toast-
masters meet in person at the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave., on the last Thursday of every month  
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

Community Calendar

The Support Group for Tobacco Recovery meets on Thurs-
days from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. in the Sequoia Conference Room, 
1100 San Leandro Blvd. 

No prerequisites, no prior experience, no requirements. 
Discussion topics include your relationship with tobacco, 
self-care and stress relief, medicines that can help, wellness 
and recovery, and the new you. 

Sponsored by Lifelong’s East Bay Community Recovery 
Project and the Alameda County Tobacco Control Program. 
For more information, visit ACTobaccofree@gmail.com or 
call 510-268-2030. 

Tobacco Recovery Support Group

More Events
SOUL Line Dancing — 

New Class Alert
The City of San Leandro’s Human Services Department 

will host a new class with NFL Raiderette Alumni Lori 
Hurley to teach SOUL Line Dancing for men and women 
50+ on Tuesdays and Thursdays (started Jan. 6) at the  San 
Leandro Senior Community Center, 13909 East 14th St. 
The cost for all eight sessions is $80 or drop-in at $10 per 
class. Register online at sanleandrorec.org or stop by the 
San Leandro Senior Community Center to register. Use 
course code 26735.

Wildlife Watercolor Paintings
At Castro Valley Library

Acclaimed local artist Rita Sklar will have a show of 
her award-winning watercolor wildlife paintings at the Cas-
tro Valley Library, 3600 Norbridge Ave., during January, 
February and March. See Oryx, Iguana, Zebras and more. 
Included will be two of her ribbon-winning paintings from 
the Alameda County Fair, on sale for half of the original 
price. This is her painting of an Iguana in watercolor. See 
her paintings at “http://www.ritasklar.com.”

Diabetes 
Support Group

The Diabetes Support Group is open whether you 
have been recently diagnosed or living with diabetes for 
many years. This support group can help you manage your 
condition. Share your experience or learn from others in 
a supportive setting. Everyone aged 50+ is welcome. The 
support group meets the third Tuesday of every month from 
10 a.m. to noon at the San Leandro Senior Community 
Center, 13909 East 14th St.

Jeffery Ortega from San 
Leandro is on the Vice Pres-
ident’s Honor Roll at Adams 
State University in Alamosa, 
Colorado for the Spring 2026 
semester. 

Students who complete 
the semester with a 4.0, or 

above, grade point average 
(GPA) are named to the Pres-
ident’s Honor Roll. Students 
who complete the semester 
with a 3.5 to 3.99 grade point 
average (GPA) are named to 
the Vice President’s Honor 
Roll.

San Leandro Student Makes 
Honor Roll at Adams State

A photo exhibit of barns 
in the East Bay is on dis-
play through Feb. 7 at the 
Hayward Area Historical 
Society Museum at 22380 
Foothill Blvd. in Hayward. 
The museum is open from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursdays, 

Barns of the East 
Bay Photo Exhibit

At Hayward Museum
Fridays, and Saturdays. 

“Barns of the East Bay: 
From Hay Day to Fading 
Away” is a series of photo-
graphs by local photogra-
pher Patty Burton that doc-
uments the area’s backroads 
and their agricultural history.

• Free private tutors and free classes for adults
• Visit sanleandro.org/literacy or call 510-577-3944    

Free help with reading and English!

PROJECT LITERACYPROJECT LITERACY
Adult Literacy & ESL Program

San Leandro Public Library

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 

The Entire line of
Garden of Life

Products

.

SUNDAY 12:12 P.M.

•	 We emphasize spirituality more than religion.
•	 We believe there are many paths to God.
•	 We show you how to transform your life through
	 practical spiritual principles.
•	 Everyone is welcome.

Spiritual, but not religious?
Watch 12:12pm Live-stream at  

unitysanleandro.org or on Facebook Live

Unity Church of San Leandro
Meeting in person on the 1   & 3     Sundays at 12:12 PM    

San Leandro Senior Community Center 
13909 E. 14th St., San Leandro

st rd

HOROSCOPE  by Salomé © 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19): Romantic aspects are high at this time for single 
Lambs who are looking for love. Warm and fuzzy feelings are also at enhanced levels 
for Rams and Ewes who are in paired relationships.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): This week favors what Taureans dote on -- 
namely, love and money. Look for more meaningful relationships for both singles 
and pairs, as well as an improved financial outlook.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20): All lingering shreds of a recent bout with boredom 
are dissipated as you eagerly accept a challenging offer. Your positive mood 
persuades others to join you in this venture.

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): You might need validation for a possible solution to 
a situation that involves someone close to you. Consider asking a trusted friend or 
relative to help you with this problem.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): Investigate carefully before agreeing to assist a 
friend or colleague with a personal problem. There might be hidden factors that 
could emerge later on, which will create problems for you.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): Your decision to work with an associate rather 
than go it alone, as you first proposed, brings an unexpected bonus. Be careful 
not to be judgmental. Allow for free and open discussion.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22):  A loved one’s health problem could, once again, 
make demands on your time and attention. But this time, make some demands of 
your own, and insist that others pitch in and help.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21):  This is a good time for the traditionally 
staid SCORPIOn to plan adjustments in your day-to-day schedules. Be more 
flexible and allow for more impromptu, off-the-cuff actions.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): Avoid creating unnecessary fuss over a 
situation that you don’t approve of. If it’s going to work, it will do so despite 
your objections. If it fails, it will do so without a push from you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): Working with a trusted colleague could open 
your mind to exploring some considerations that you previously dismissed. 
Meanwhile, the weekend brings news from a loved one.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18): Resolving a recent problem leaves you in a 
good position to strengthen your influence on how things get done. But continue 
to encourage ideas and suggestions from others.
PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20): A new friend suggests an interesting opportunity, 
but check it out before you snap at it. It might be a good deal for some people, but it 
might not work in helping you reach your goals.

NO LIMIT!!!

• 14k/18k Gold
• Colored Stones
• Jades
• Pearls
• Watches
• Diamonds

KIM BROS. JEWELRY • 357-4069
14393-A WASHINGTON AVENUE • SAN LEANDRO

WED-FRI 11(ISH)AM - 5 PM/ SAT 11(ISH)AM -4 PM/ CLOSED SUN-TUES

Battery Replacement Jewelry & Watch Repair

Anniversary Sale
SINCE 1989

UP TO 50% OFF
With this ad. Expires 1/31/26

Expires 1/31/26

REGULARLY $15.00
With this ad. Expires 1/31/26.

$12 00
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Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737

Robert Jones   Associates

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 510 -357-0120
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

and

— Matt Jones & Bob Jones
WE ARE HERE for YOU!

We Offer Great Experience Plus Enthusiasm!!
                     	 Listing • Sales       
               Property Management

     Call Us...

REAL ESTATE REALITY
GUEST COMMENTARY

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
JANUARY  17 & 18

	CITY	 SAT	      SUN           ADDRESS                    PRICE	               BDR./BA.        REALTOR                           AGENT	    PHONE
A                      1-4     1202 Lillian Avenue        $819,000             3/2                 Re/ Max Accord         The Lovewell Team    510-351-5555
A        1-4        1-4     1903 Bradhoff Ave      $928,000            2/1                Coldwell Banker           Laurie Pfohl                 510 851-3551 

All real estate advertised in the Castro Valley Forum is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, marital status, national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation or discrimination. The Castro Valley Forum will not knowingly accept any advertisement for real estate 
that is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

A = SAN LEANDRO  •  B =  BRENTWOOD  •  C = CASTRO VALLEY  •  E =EL CERRITO  •  F = FREMONT  •  H = HAYWARD
L = LIVERMORE • P = PLEASANT HILL • S = SAN RAMON • SLZ = SAN LORENZO •  W = WALNUT CREEK  •  Z=ALAMEDA CITY GUIDE

  

21062 Gary Drive #313 94546: $450,000 [2 BD - 1,056 SF - 1980 
22134 Orange Avenue 94546: $695,000 [2 BD - 1,018 SF - 1948 
20860 Baker Road 94546: $702,000 [2 BD - 836 SF - 1956 
21284 Tyee Street 94546: $725,000 [2 BD - 1,048 SF - 1947 
2633 Somerset Avenue 94546: $775,000 [3 BD - 1,423 SF - 1963 
3086 Greenview Drive 94546: $900,000 [3 BD - 1,282 SF - 1954 
19474 Vaughn Avenue 94546: $930,000 [2 BD - 1,061 SF - 1954 
4817 Kathleen Avenue 94546: $999,000 [3 BD - 1,192 SF - 1948 
21036 Greenwood Circle 94552: $1,140,000 [4 BD - 1,875 SF -  ]
4347 Moreland Drive 94546: $1,428,000 [4 BD - 2,625 SF - 1960 
5295 Winifred Drive 94546: $1,500,000 [3 BD - 1,956 SF - 1956 
6312 Paloverde Road 94552: $1,550,000 [3 BD - 1,840 SF - 2005
TOTAL SALES:	 12	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	      $450,000       MEDIAN AMOUNT:       $915,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:   $1,550,000       AVERAGE AMOUNT:    $915,000

SAN LEANDRO ————————-------
1540 Mono Avenue 94578: $320,000 [5 BD - 2,464 SF - 1943 
1615 167th Avenue 94578: $440,000 [3 BD - 1,325 SF - 2007 
1316 Hubbard Avenue 94579: $500,000 [4 BD - 1,749 SF - 1953 
2444 Belvedere Avenue 94577: $618,000 [3 BD - 1,740 SF - 1972 
1947 Placer Drive 94578: $629,000 [1 BD - 800 SF - 1956 
2041 Star Pine Way 94577: $775,000 [3 BD - 1,111 SF - 1989 
2081 Strang Avenue 94578: $833,000 [3 BD - 1,541 SF - 1948 
16063 Berkshire Drive 94578: $905,000 [3 BD - 1,585 SF - 1948 
16153 Windsor Drive 94578: $920,000 [3 BD - 1,359 SF - 1947 
1834 Skyview Drive 94577: $1,268,000 [4 BD - 2,374 SF - 1962 
972 Collier Drive 94577: $1,275,000 [3 BD - 1,878 SF - 1943 
16639 Selby Drive 94578: $1,290,000 [5 BD - 1,914 SF - 1965

TOTAL SALES:	 12	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	     $320,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:         $804,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:    $1,290,000    AVERAGE AMOUNT:       $814,416
 
SAN LORENZO  ————————-------
1781 Via Rancho 94580: $775,000 [3 BD - 1,143 SF - 1955 
710 Videll Street 94580: $800,000 [3 BD - 1,402 SF - 1951 
15958 Via Descanso 94580: $820,000 [4 BD - 1,252 SF - 1944

TOTAL SALES:	 3	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	      $775,000   MEDIAN AMOUNT:              $800,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:      $820,000   AVERAGE AMOUNT :         $798,333

HAYWARD  ————————-------
665 Dartmore Lane #155 94544: $535,000 [2 BD - 906 SF - 1988 
24159 Magna Avenue 94544: $550,000 [4 BD - 1,536 SF - 1953 
829 Voyager Way 94544: $552,500 [3 BD - 1,312 SF - 1988 
22832 Evanswood Road 94541: $633,000 [2 BD - 1,200 SF - 2004 
860 Medford Avenue 94541: $680,000 [3 BD - 1,178 SF - 1935 
25322 Ironwood Court 94545: $730,000 [3 BD - 1,503 SF - 1980 
28044 Thackeray Avenue 94544: $740,000 [3 BD - 1,359 SF - 1956 
589 Evangeline Way 94544: $885,000 [3 BD - 1,078 SF - 1955 
2356 Bermuda Lane 94545: $990,000 [3 BD - 1,431 SF - 1957 
1835 Egret Lane 94545: $1,100,000 [4 BD - 1,658 SF - 1965 

RECENT HOME SALES

Castro Valley —————————

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

Increasing Numbers of  
Homeowners  Are Staying Put

listings, our response to them 
is always the same: “NO, 
this is our forever house and 
we plan on leaving here in a 
box.”
 
  Truth is, my wife and I 
had been looking for a home 
like ours for close to 40 years 
and so, when the opportunity 
finally arose, we jumped on 
it. Given the location of our 
home, the amount of money 
we have invested in it to 
make it fit our lifestyle, our 
extremely low mortgage rate 
and proximity to other fam-
ily members, it is no small 
chance we firmly fit into the 
category of homeowners 
who, according to Redfin’s 
01/07/25 news post by Dana 
Anderson declare “They will 
never sell.”
 
  The Redfin article goes on 
to delineate potential sellers 
by strata, stating, “More 
than one-third (34%) of U.S. 
homeowners say they’ll nev-
er sell their home, according 
to a recent Redfin-commis-
sioned survey. Another 27% 
say they wouldn’t consider 
selling for at least 10 years. 
Roughly one-quarter (24%) 
plan to sell in five to 10 
years, while just 8% plan 
to sell in three to five years 
and 7% within the next three 
years.
 
  Broken down by gener-
ation, older homeowners 
are more likely than their 
younger counterparts to say 
they’ll never sell. More than 
two of every five (43%) baby 
boomer homeowners say 
they’ll never sell, compared 
to 34% of Gen X owners and 
28% of millennial/Gen Z 
owners.”
 
  Data suggests that a 
significant percentage of 

Hardly a week goes by 
without a call from 
someone asking us if 

we are interested in selling 
our home. Whether a flipper 
looking to score an off-mar-
ket deal or a local Realtor 
searching for potential 

homeowners, working hard 
over the years to eliminate 
their mortgage, have either 
attained that goal or are close 
enough that, in their minds, it 
makes no sense to sell. Using 
the analogy of a car, many, 
having paid off their vehicle, 
choose to continue driving it 
instead of opting to sell and 
buy a new vehicle with a new 
set of payments. It appears 
the same logic applies to 
sellers. In fact, looking at the 
demographic who would be 
most likely to have liquidated 
their mortgage payments 
– Boomers (those born be-
tween 1946-1964) – Redfin’s 
latest data reveals that 43% 
state they will never sell their 
existing home.
 
  While the national average 
for moving has increased 
from 7 years to 13.2 years, 
for some … it is “never.” 
  Carl Medford is a licensed 
Realtor with Keller Williams 
Realty and a licensed general 
contractor. This article is 
sponsored by the Central 
County Marketing Associa-
tion.

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

ANSWERS
Coldwell Banker • 510-851-3551 • www.LauriePfohl.com

Realtor Associate Since 1984 

Laurie Pfohl  
CRS • DRE # 00866660
LauriePfohl@gmail.com

2 bedrooms - 1 bath - 1,165 sf approx. - 5,032 sf lot 
Assumption Area. Spacious rooms. Refinished hard-
wood floors. Dual paned windows. Freshly painted. 
Private covered patio. Asking $698,000

 1903 Bradhoff Avenue • San Leandro •  $698,000
Open Saturday and Sunday. 1:00 - 4:00

New Listing
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uriosity is the foun-
dation of meaningful 
learning. Children 

who are encouraged to ask 
questions and seek under-
standing tend to become more 
engaged students, stronger 
thinkers, and more confident 
problem-solvers. Inquisitive-
ness allows children to move 
beyond memorizing facts and 
toward developing the skills 
needed to analyze, reason, and 
form their own ideas. While 
schools play a critical role in 
shaping academic curiosity, 
the home environment often 
determines whether children 
feel comfortable questioning, 
exploring, and thinking inde-
pendently.
  A child’s willingness to ask 
questions begins with how 
those questions are received. 
When parents respond to 
curiosity with patience and 
interest, children learn that 
their thoughts are valued. 
Even simple questions deserve 
thoughtful responses, because 
dismissing or rushing an 
answer can unintentionally 
discourage further inquiry. 
When parents do not know 
the answer, admitting uncer-
tainty and suggesting that they 
research together teaches chil-
dren that learning is not about 
always being right but about 
being willing to explore.
  Parents also influence cu-
riosity by modeling it in their 
own lives. Children are keen 
observers, and they notice 
when adults show interest in 
learning new things. Talking 
aloud about questions that 
arise during daily activities, 
reading books for pleasure, or 
researching topics of personal 
interest sends a clear message 
that curiosity is a lifelong 
habit. When learning is 
visible and ongoing at home, 
children are more likely to see 
inquiry as natural rather than 
something reserved for the 
classroom.
  Encouraging deeper think-
ing helps children move from 
surface-level understanding to 
meaningful learning. Rath-
er than focusing solely on 
correct answers, parents can 
prompt children to explain 
their reasoning, consider dif-
ferent perspectives, and think 
about how they arrived at a 
conclusion. These conversa-
tions teach children that learn-
ing is a process that involves 
reflection and evidence. Over 
time, this approach builds 
confidence and resilience, 
especially when children 
realize that thoughtful effort 
matters more than immediate 
correctness.
  In an age where informa-

tion is instantly accessible, 
helping children learn how to 
find accurate and reliable an-
swers is essential. Parents can 
guide children toward legiti-
mate sources such as libraries, 
reference books, educational 
institutions, museums, and 
reputable news organizations. 
Discussing how information is 
created, reviewed, and shared 
helps children understand 
why some sources are more 
trustworthy than others. 
These conversations also 
provide an opportunity to talk 
about misinformation and the 
importance of verifying facts, 
skills that are increasingly 
important in both academic 
settings and everyday life.
  Reading remains one of 
the most powerful tools for 
sparking curiosity. Exposure 
to a wide range of books 
introduces children to new 
ideas, cultures, histories, and 
scientific concepts. When 
parents discuss what children 
are reading and ask what 
questions the material raises, 
reading becomes an active ex-
perience rather than a passive 
one. These discussions often 
lead children to seek addition-
al information and explore 
new topics on their own.
  Experiential learning 
further strengthens curiosity 
by connecting questions to 
real-world contexts. Hands-
on activities such as science 
experiments, building proj-
ects, cooking, gardening, and 
exploring nature encourage 
children to observe, hypoth-
esize, and test ideas. Visits to 
museums, historical sites, and 
cultural institutions provide 
opportunities for children 
to ask questions that extend 
beyond textbooks. These 
experiences help children see 
learning as something dy-
namic and meaningful rather 
than abstract.

  It is also important for 
parents to help children 
understand that uncertainty 
and mistakes are natural parts 
of learning. Many children 
hesitate to ask questions be-
cause they fear being wrong 
or appearing uninformed. 
When parents emphasize that 
changing one’s mind based on 
new information is a strength, 
children become more com-
fortable taking intellectual 
risks. This mindset fosters 
resilience, adaptability, and a 
deeper commitment to under-
standing rather than simply 
performing well.
  Supporting curiosity at 
home also reinforces what 
children experience at school. 
When parents ask about the 
questions children explored 
during the school day or 
encourage them to bring 
thoughtful questions into the 

classroom, children begin to 
see inquiry as a shared value. 
This partnership between 
home and school strengthens 
a child’s confidence and rein-
forces the idea that learning 
does not stop when the school 
day ends.
  Ultimately, inquisitive 
children are not simply born 
with curiosity; they grow into 
it through consistent en-
couragement and thoughtful 
guidance. By creating a home 
environment that values ques-
tions, models curiosity, and 
emphasizes seeking accurate 
information from legitimate 
sources, parents help children 
develop a love of learning that 
lasts a lifetime. These habits 
equip children not only for 
academic success but also for 
thoughtful, informed partic-
ipation in the world around 
them.

Curiosity: The Foundation of Learning
C

Support curiosity at home: Reading remains one 
of the most powerful tools for sparking curiosity.

REDWOOD CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

6-8pm | January 26th
19300 Redwood Road | Castro Valley

510.889.7526     WWW.RCS.EDU/EXPLORE

See how RCS is 

  

at our TK-12 Academic  
Demonstration Night and Open House.

Inspiring Futures
Please RSVP Come at 

Come at 5:30pm for 
5:30pm for Info Session

Info Session

EARLY CHILDHOOD TEACHER
HYBRID CREDENTIAL PROGRAM

DESIGNED FOR WORKING PROFESSIONALS!
  

BEGIN: February 9, 2026 - GRADUATE: June 2027

INCLUDES:
AMS Credential

346 Academic & 540 Practicum Hours
F-1 Eligibility

22781 Canyon Ct 94552
510-581-3729 Montessori.ins@gmail.com

Montessori-Training.com

Become a Montessori teacher
Impact the world!

Become a Montessori teacher
Impact the world!

Learn Curriculum, Leadership, Philosophy!Learn Curriculum, Leadership, Philosophy!
MONTESSORI AT FIVE CANYONS, CASTRO VALLEY

All Are Welcome!
OPEN HOUSE

January 31, 10:30-12:30 p.m.
(pre-register)

www.olgschool.org

“Fast Facts”  
*Faith based

Up to 90% Spanish immersion starting with age 4, through grade 2
 • Latin grades 6-8  • Average Student-Teacher ratio 14:1 

• 4th highest reading scores in the Oakland Diocese   
• Individualized math and reading groups  • Academic rigor  

• Diverse and Inclusive community   
• Extended before and after school care with supervised homework club

19920 ANITA AVE, CASTRO VALLEY • JR. K - 8TH • OLGSCHOOL.ORG • 510.581.3155

Ignite Curiosity, Inspire Learning,
& Develop 21   Century Skills

Our Lady of Grace 
Catholic School 

Spiritual · Social · Academic 
A vibrant community of 

scholars, families and educators. 
Building Character in a Diverse Community 

All Are Welcome! 
2023-2024 School Year 
Please visit the website 

for a virtual tour 

St

Join us for Open House

If you are unable to attend Open House we 
will have a Parent Information Night on 
Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 6:00PM.
 For more information call the school office or 
visit our school website.

Call: (510) 351-4144 www.stleanderschool.org

     Sunday, January 25th 12:00PM - 2:00PM 

Parents Guide
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1555, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

BISTRO/KARAOKE

ZENTI BISTRO. KARAOKE with 
Host Fresh Kymm Every Tuesday 
6:30pm-9:00pm. *Ask about a FREE  
drink  with  purchase.  510-856-8541.
www.Zenti-Bistro.com  San Leandro

CATERING
HONEY BROWNS CATERING & 
MEAL PREP. Cooking with Love. 
Theron & Yetta Brown 510-606-8063. 
honeybrowns4you@gmail.com

CONCRETE SERVICE
*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio, 
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete, 
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1054154. Milo  
510-502-9336.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

*FENCES/ DECKS Repair/ Replace, 
Gutter Cleaning. Insured/ Bonded. 
Jerry 510-410-2427

FENCES/DECKS

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

FLORIST
LUCY’S CREATIONS - Voted San 
Leandro’s Top Florist. Flowers for all 
occasions. Local delivery available.

Lucyscreationsforyou.com

GARDENING

GARDENING     MAINTENANCE, 
Cleanups, Tree Work, Pruning, Pow-
erWashing and all Handyman Serv-
ice.  Call  Cruz  510-798-0682.

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

Master Gardener/ Landscaper/ 
Handyman. 30 years. Senior Dis-
count. FREE Estimates. 510-427-
0455.

GGARDENINGARDENING/T/TREEREE SSERVICEERVICE

NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing, trees, cleanup, haul-
ing, FREE  estimates. 510 512-5857.

GUTTER CLEANING
GUTTER WORKS Cleaning and Re-
pairs. Residential/ Commercial. Rea-
sonable Rates. FREE Estimates. 
925-575-4488. 

GutterWorks025@gmail.com

GIVEAWAYS

FREE - Piano Hammond Upright 
Grand 54” High 61” Wide 28” Deep. 
Good Condition-Beautiful Wood 
Bench Included. Call Kathleen 510-
919-5631.

HANDYMAN SERVICE
HANDYMAN 15 years experience. 
Senior discounts, all phases repairs. 
Carlos 510-589-8927.

HAULING SERVICE
HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

GARDENING

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558
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HOUSE CLEANING
JUST LIKE GRAMMAS CLEAN-
ING!! Detail Cleaner with over 20-
years experience. 30-Days Airbnb 
Special $29 an hour. Fatimah 510-
978-6803.

LOCKSMITH

DAD’S LOCKSMITH. Excellent 
Service. Affordable Rates. Customer 
Satisfaction.  Call  925-820-5747.

MISC. FOR SALE

25 Wonderful Classical CD’s in excel-
lent condition. Call 510-654-1951.

MISC. WANTED

WANTED! Pokeman, Baseball, Bas-
ketball, Magic cards. CASH. Call/ 
Text 510-717-2727.

POWER WASHING

PRESSURE WASHING SPECIALS: 
Business Awnings, Sidewalks, House 
Exteriors. Gutter Cleaning & Repairs, 
Window Washing, etc. Call Martin, 
The Crown Gutter Service 510-384-
8041.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

*SCOTT HARRISON DRE#00966212 
Sunshine Realty  510-388-4536

H
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

KEITH MURRAY DRE#01245452
Reliance Realty Group 510-582-5540

RENTALS

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

RESTAURANTS
Café Sorriso - FREE Coffee or Iced 
Tea with meal purchase (offer 
expires 1-10-26). 1501 Washington 
Ave.,  San Leandro.  510-351-3605.

SERVICES
HANDYMAN & CONTRACTORS 
You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $30 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save $5 by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Stop online scams. Real medical 
professionals are ready to help you 
lose weight with semaglutide. In-per-
son visits and personalized medical 
support. Call 510-930-9366. www.fit-
formula365.com.
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Expands: Boys & Girls Club grows 
continued from front page

Pavilion: ‘Inclusive spaces’ 
continued from front page

Swim: ‘Swimming is wonderful because all the muscles are used’ 
continued from front page

Discipline: 
Investigation 
expense 
adds up        
continued from front page

With the additional school-based clubs the Boys & Girls Club will serve more 
students. 

PHOTO BY ZAC BORJA

The city will hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
pavilion on Saturday, Jan. 24.

PHOTO: CITY OF SAN LEANDRO

Suspects who were armed 
and wearing masks tried to 
carjack a driver on Tuesday 
afternoon at the intersection 
of Doolittle Drive and Pol-
vorosa Avenue.

The suspects emerged 
from two vehicles at about 
2:30 p.m., armed with both 
handguns and rifles, accord-
ing to San Leandro police. 

Police said the victim 
was able to drive away and 
report the carjacking attempt 
to the San Leandro police. 
The victim was not harmed, 
police said. 

Police used Flock public 
safety cameras to assist in 
canvassing for one of the sus-
pect vehicles. Later, an officer 
found the vehicle, a white Mer-
cedes SUV, on 82nd Avenue in 

Oakland. The suspect vehicle 
fled and police pursued.  

The Mercedes pulled 
over in the 100 block of 
Glenwood Glade, near High-
way 13 in Oakland, and three 
suspects fled on foot into the 
neighborhood near Duncan 
Way, according to police. 

Police conducted a pe-
rimeter search and all three 
suspects were found and 
taken into custody.  

During the incident, the 
SLPD was assisted by the 
Oakland Police Department 
and the Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Office who both 
provided air units, person-
nel, and police K9 units.    

Police said that while ar-
rests have been made, the in-
vestigation is still on-going.

Police Catch Suspects
After Carjack Attemptsense of belonging. We are 

prepared to extend this mod-
el to two more schools and 
continue to provide the care 
and learning experiences our 
students and families need.”

The expansion will open 
the door to new career oppor-
tunities in Union City, with po-
sitions available for Youth De-
velopment Professionals and 
program support staff. These 
roles offer meaningful path-
ways in education and youth 
development, perfect for those 
passionate about making a dif-
ference in the lives of young 
people. Interested candidates 
can apply at  tinyurl.com/
BGC-NHUSD25.

BGCSL’s CEO Kim Pace 
emphasized that the expansion 
reflects the broader commu-
nity’s shared commitment to 
youth and families. 

“Each time Boys & Girls 
Clubs of San Leandro grows, 

it demonstrates what’s pos-
sible when schools, partners, 
and communities come togeth-

er to invest in young people,” 
said BGCSL CEO Kim Pace. 
“By expanding access, we’re 

creating more opportunities 
for every child to learn, grow, 
and belong.”

their seed times.
“The fastest eight peo-

ple are in heat one, the sec-
ond fastest eight are in heat 
two, and so on,” said Marcia 
Benjamin, head coach of 
the MEMO Swim Team in San 
Leandro. “People swim next 
to people who are their same 
speed, but when it comes time 
to rank them, they’re only 
competing against people of 
their same gender and age 
group.”

Age groups were divided 
into  5-year increments, en-
suring fair competition among 
swimmers of similar ages. 
Swimmers ranged in age, with 
some competitors in their 70s 
and beyond.

Benjamin emphasized the 
importance of swimming as a 
lifelong activity. 

“Swimming is a wonderful 
form of exercise because all 
the muscles are used,” she 
said. “You’re using your arms, 
your core, turning your head to 
breathe—everything. You can 
do it when you’re pregnant, 

you can do it when you’re 80 
years old.”

Participation in the meet 
required swimmers to be 
members of  United States 
Masters Swimming, the na-
tional governing body for 
adult competitive swimming. 
Local swimmers often train 
with regional teams such as 
MEMO, though Benjamin 
said there are Masters teams 
throughout the area.

Volunteers also played an 
important role.  Claire John-
son, who helped out at the 
meet, said Masters swimming 
offers motivation and account-
ability. 

“It’s hard to keep yourself 
going on your own,” Johnson 
said. “Having teammates and 
competitions like this gives 
you something to look for-
ward to.”

Johnson has been part 
of MEMO since 2015, after 
returning to swimming as an 
adult. She previously swam in 
high school and played water 
polo before reconnecting with 
the sport through Marcia Ben-

jamin’s program.
For some swimmers, the 

meet was about personal 
improvement.  Clayton Ev-
ans and Chris Griner, longtime 
swim buddies, competed with 
the goal of improving their 
times. 

“I needed a healthy outlet 
in life,” Evans said. “Swim-
ming was always a passion 
of mine.”

Both swimmers highlight-
ed swimming as a low-impact 
sport that supports long-term 
health.

Among the competitors 
was  Daniela Barnea, a Mas-
ters swimmer with nearly 40 
years of experience in the pro-
gram. Barnea said swimming 
is both physically demanding 
and mentally calming. 

“There’s something sooth-

ing about being in the water,” 
she said. “It’s like meditation.”

Barnea, who was born 
in Israel, competes national-
ly and internationally year-
round. Last summer, she com-
peted in Singapore, where she 
won  five gold medals  in her 
age group. At  81 years old, 
she competes in the  80–84 
age group.

“For me, swimming keeps 

me happy and healthy,” Bar-
nea said. “When I don’t swim 
for a day or two, I get very 
antsy.”

The “Thrice is Nice” meet 
highlighted the inclusive and 
lifelong nature of Masters 
swimming, bringing together 
athletes of different ages, 
backgrounds, and experience 
levels—all united by a shared 
love of the water.

reinforcing the Pavilion’s role 
as a place of reflection and 
renewal.

Taylor was shot and killed 
by a San Leandro policeman 
at the Walmart on Hesperian 
Boulevard in 2020 after police 
were called about a shoplifter 
brandishing a baseball bat. 
Police officer Jason Fletcher 
was later charged with man-
slaughter. But the case was 
dismissed by a judge in De-
cember after District Attorney 
Ursula Jones-Dickson said 
she didn’t have the evidence 
to prove that Fletcher had 
committed a crime beyond a 
reasonable doubt. 

The pavilion was installed 
after several years of discus-
sion and community com-
ments. The project is fully 
funded by the City of San 
Leandro. The city statement 
said that it reflects the city’s 
continued investment in inclu-
sive public spaces that reflect 
community values.

bias. 
It also details a dispute 

between Simon and Bowen 
over the vice mayor title, 
where Bowen says that Si-
mon promised to support her 
the following year and then 
reneged on the promise. 

Simon said he supported 
releasing all the documents 
with the report so people could 
make up their own minds. 

T h e  c i t y  p a i d  K o w 
$134,000 in 2025 for her 
work in investigating the 
complaints, according to city 
documents also on the web-
site. In total, the city has paid 
$271,000 over the past five 
years to investigate com-
plaints against both council 
members, employees and a 
board/commission member.

Deer Creek Funeral Service
Cremation Services

Castro Valley Office
Please call (510) 317-7890

Jayspencer29@yahoo.com
FD1505 fdr651
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