THE LORD’S PRAYER

John 17:1-26


INTRODUCTION.  As our Lord walked from Jerusalem to the Mount of Olives near midnight, he talked with his apostles. Then he paused and talked directly to his Father.

 I.
THAT PREFERRED WORLD. John 17:1-10
A. His Supreme Goals. (11:1-4) “Father, the hour is come” indicates that the time of our Lord’s suffering was very near. Strange it seems that the “emblem of suffering and shame” should be called glory. But it is glory because the crucifixion of Jesus Christ is the only means of redemption (Galatians 6:14). The Lord Jesus glorified the Father by finishing his work, which required sinlessness. He was “given…power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.” Who are those that “thou hast given him?” Compare John 6:37.
B. His Supernal Glory. (17:5) The Son of God became the Son of man. While he never ceased being God, he did humble himself (Php. 2:8) and he did put aside his eternal glory. His former glory included a “brightness above the sun” and having completed his work he was to be glorified again. 
C. His Spiritual Gifts. (17:6-8) Note the gifts that the Lord Jesus received of the Father. First, consider “the men which thou gavest me out of the world.” They’re separated out of the world because “they have kept thy word…and they have believed that thou didst send me.” Secondly, consider “the words which thou gavest me.” 
D. His Special Glory. (17:9-10) “I am glorified in them.” Our Lord’s people are to him a special glory. So, he prays for them. 
Luke 20:35, “But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage:”

Galatians 6:14, “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”

John 6:37, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”

Acts 26:13, “At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.”

Revelation 1:17, “And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead…”
II. THIS PRESENT WORLD.  John 17:11-23

A. His Detachment from This World. (17:11-13)

1. His Separation. (17:11a) “And now I am no more in the world.” Our Lord Jesus had nearly finished his work and he would soon depart this world. In his heart he was already with the Father. “I come to thee.”
2. His Solicitation. (17:11b-12) The Lord Jesus anticipated his coming departure but he was mindful that his disciples would remain in this world. Jesus had always taken the brunt of the opposition and he had rescued them many times. He said, “I kept them in thy name.” He now prayed for them, “keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me.” The only exception was Judas whom he called the son of perdition (2 Thess. 2:3).
John 1:10, “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.”

2 Thessalonians 2:3, “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;”
3. His Satisfaction. (17:13) “I speak…that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.” Jesus Christ rejoiced that his work was nearly finished and that he was going to return to his former glory (Hebrews 12:2). He also rejoiced concerning the reconciliation of sinners. We should also rejoice.
Hebrews 12:2, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

B. His Disciples in This World. (17:14-23)

1. Their Precepts. (17:14a) “I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them.” The gift of the word separates the believer from the world. See Mark 4:17.
2. Their Prospects. (17:14b) The world system demands conformity (Rom. 12:2). The Lord Jesus did not conform to the world and the world opposed him. His apostles faced the same prospects and they were all martyred. Should we expect a pass?
3. Their Purity. (17:15-17) Please carefully consider the Lord’s prayer and desire for his people. He did not pray for their immediate removal from the world, but rather their sanctification in the world. They are his ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20). The practice of sanctification pleases our Lord, but it also identifies his disciples. How is this sanctification accomplished? It is accomplished by his word.
4. Their Program. (17:18-21) The term “apostle” means “he that is sent.” Jesus Christ is “the apostle” (Heb. 3:1) and he was sent into the world by the Father. Then he sent apostles into the world (Mark 16:15) to preach the gospel. Though the office of the apostle has passed (Heb. 2:4, 2 Peter 1:19), every believer is in practice an apostle.
5. Their Perfection. (17:22-23) “And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them.” This is not the eternal glory of his deity (17:5), but rather the glory of his sinless humanity (17:2). So, it is the Lord’s desire for believers to practice his holiness (1 Peter 1:16). Any sincere practice of holiness is only possible when the believer is in fellowship with the Father.
Mark 4:17, “And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.”

1 John 5:19, “And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.”

III. THE PERFECT WORLD. John 17:24-26

A. His Pre-existence in That World. (17:24) The desire of the Savior is that the redeemed will join him in that world and know his eternal glory. Compare 1 John 3:2.
B. His Presence in This World. (17:25-26) The world does not know the Father but he is revealed to believers by the Son. Additionally, the Son’s presence in the world is manifested through his own followers.
1 John 3:2, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”






August 12, 2012

