FULLY CONQUEROR

John 20:1-31


I. REVELATIONS AT THE EMPTY TOMB. John 20:1-18

A. The Wondering Disciples. (20:1-10) 

1. Receipt of the News. (20:1-2) Mary Magdalene probably found sleep difficult. So, she went to the tomb very early on the first day of the week and found the stone rolled away. Supposing that soldiers had taken the body, she ran to tell Peter and John.
2. Reaction to the News. (20:3-10)

(a) First Reaction. (20:3-7) Peter and John immediately raced to the sepulcher, but John arrived first. He looked into the open tomb without entering it. Upon his arrival, Peter entered finding only linen grave clothes. That was curious. Why would they take the Lord’s body without the clothes?
(b) Further Reaction. (20:8-9) Finally, John went into the sepulcher and he came to one conclusion – Jesus Christ was resurrected. Of course! John saw the empty tomb undamaged and the abandoned grave clothes. John “saw, and believed.” However, the apostles did not make the important scriptural connection.
(c) Final Reaction. (20:10) Peter and John returned home and missed a tremendous blessing.
B. The Weeping Disciple. (20:11-18) 

1. Mary and the Lofty Messengers. (20:11-14) Now Mary Magdalene arrived again at the sepulcher weeping. Then, looking into the tomb she saw two angels and they said, “Woman, why weepest thou?” Mary answered,” Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.” As she spoke these words, she turned and saw the Lord Jesus resurrected, but she did not recognize him.
2. Mary and Her Living Master. (20:15-17) “Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.” Then the Lord compassionately called her by name, “Mary.” She recognized him and answered, “Master.” Mary natural reaction was to fling her arms around the Lord Jesus, but he stopped her. “Touch me not” he said. Then he continued, “for I am not yet ascended to my Father.” As our High Priest, the Lord Jesus had offered himself in sacrifice for our sins. Next, he would present his blood in heaven as illustrated by the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16). However, he met with Mary Magdalene before his ascension. Many did touch him after he completed this priestly work. Compare Matt. 28:9 and Luke 24:39.
Matthew 28:9, “And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.”

Luke 24:39, “Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.”
3. Mary and Her Lord’s Men. (20:18) Mary went to the disciples and told them how she had seen the Lord and what he had said. So, Mary Magdalene, a woman, was the first to see the risen Savior, the first to hear his voice, the first to be commissioned by him and the first to tell the good news of the resurrection.
II. REVELATIONS IN THE UPPER ROOM.  John 20:19-31

A. All Distress Banished. (20:19-23)

1. His Comfort. (20:19-20) It was Sunday evening and the disciples were in hiding “for fear of the Jews.” As the two disciples from Emmaus were telling of their encounter with the Lord (Luke 24), he appeared and stood in their midst. His greeting was “Peace be unto you.”  Jesus then demonstrated to his disciples that he truly was resurrected, showing them his glorified body with the wounds. “Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.” Jesus Christ changed the whole situation from fear to joy.
2. His Commission. (20:21-23) “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” The apostles were commissioned to continue the church that Jesus had established. They were to “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” The Lord Jesus enlisted them, but he also empowered them, breathing on them the Holy Spirit. Then the Lord gave them authority to remit sins, which is accomplished only through the gospel of Jesus Christ. No man can at will of himself forgive sins. Compare Mark 2:7.
Luke 24:33, “And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them,”

Mark 2:7, “Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?”

2 Corinthians 2:10, “To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; 11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.”
B. All Doubts Banished. (20:24-31)

1. Then and There. (20:24-29)

(a) The Doubts of Thomas Declared. (20:24-25) Thomas was absent as our Lord met with the apostles. We are not told why. Perhaps he was too busy, or perhaps he was too tired or perhaps he thought it too dangerous. Whatever the reason, Thomas missed the Lord Jesus (Matthew 18:20). He also missed the Holy Spirit. Additionally, his faith was not strengthened. “The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord.” Thomas would not be persuaded without tangible proof. He said, “I will not believe.”
(b) The Doubts of Thomas Dispelled. (20:28-31) Eight days later Jesus appeared among them again and this time Thomas was present. With tangible proof Thomas made a great confession. He said, “My Lord and my God.” However, the Lord Jesus made a great contrast. “Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”
2. Here and Now. (20:30-31) For those of us who have not seen, John added, “many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.” Then the beloved apostle stated his purpose, “…that believing ye might have life through his name.” Truly, they are blessed “that have not seen, and yet have believed.”
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