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Jim Hardy had a recurring dream where 
he was trying to run in the sand and his legs 
kept getting bogged down.

One day, the former combat photogra-
pher was scanning negatives from pictures 
that he had never printed. An image ap-

Veterans Turn Memories to Art
Jim Hardy displayed his carvings, drawings and photos at the luncheon at the Veterans Memorial Building last Friday.
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peared on the screen of the picture he took 
in Vietnam from a Huey helicopter firing 
rockets. 

“It came back to me right then,” Hardy 
said. “That’s what my dream was about.” 

The memory came back after 50 years. 
Hardy said he remembers the pilot flying 
low behind the sand dunes along a beach, 

so the dunes would block the sound of the 
chopper. And then the helicopter rose up 
over the dunes and people started running. 
The chopper, along with another Huey, let 
go a volley of rockets. 

“I said I think they’re farmers,” Hardy 
recalled. “But the pilot turned around and 

After ten years, it has become 
a holiday tradition and this past 
weekend San Leandro Police 
officer Louie Brandt once again 
passed out hundreds of bicycles 
to underprivileged kids at the 
Davis Street Family Resource 
Center.

“Santa Louie” spends months 
soliciting donations from San 
Leandro businesses and residents 
as part of his “Bikes for Tykes” 
campaign. This year, Brandt was 
able to raise funds to buy over 
300 bikes, and Abbott Diabetes 

By Amy Sylvestri
San Leandro Times

Santa Louie Delivers the Bikes Once Again

Care in Alameda donated over 
100 more.

The San Leandro Kiwanis 
Club pitched in 360 helmets, so 
the kids can hit the road right 
safely.

Cars lined up around the 
block at Davis Street last Satur-
day morning as parents who have 
kids enrolled in Davis Street’s 
various charitable programs 
waited to pick up the bikes in 
time to get them under the tree 
on Christmas morning.  The lucky 
kids who got bikes were selected 
in a lottery.

Jason Jower dressed as Santa and helped Davis Street 
CEO Rose Johnson and San Leandro police officer Louie 
Brandt give out hundreds of bikes last Saturday.
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As the year comes to a close, 
here is a look back at some of the 
most memorable news stories of 
2018 in San Leandro.

January
• The first San Leandro baby 

of the year, Prince Abraham 
McElligott, was born at 2:11 a.m. 
at Eden Medical Center in Castro 
Valley, weighing in at 7 pounds 
and 2 ounces, the son of Edlyn 
Rodriguez of San Leandro and 
Reuben McElligott.

• Recreational pot sales be-
came legal and business was 
booming at the two stores in the 
unincorporated area: We Are 
Hemp in Ashland and the Garden 
of Eden in Cherryland had lines 
out the doors. Despite the fact 

Newly elected City Council 
members took their oaths sur-
rounded by friends and family 
members at a love-fest Tuesday 
night at City Hall. 

In the November election, 
Mayor Pauline Cutter, District 
1 councilwoman Deborah Cox, 
and District 5 councilwoman 
Corina Lopez were all re-elect-
ed, and Victor Aguilar defeated 
incumbent Lee Thomas for the 
District 3 seat. 

Cox was sworn in by her 
husband Kevin and son James 
and her 93-year-old father flew 
in from Iowa for the ceremony.

“I want to say thank you to 
everyone and I’m incredibly 
humbled and honored to be re-
elected,” said Cox. “In the Bay 
Area we are facing huge social 
issues and we can’t solve them 
alone, we have to work together. 
I’m incredibly proud of the work 
we’ve done and I look forward 
to the work we will do in the 
future.”

Aguilar was sworn in by 
Ricardo Lara, the newly-elected 
state insurance commissioner. 
Aguilar’s defeat of Thomas was 
the first time an incumbent City 
Council person has been unseated 
since 1974.

Aguilar was emotional as 
he took the oath and said he 
was proud to be the first openly 
gay San Leandro city council 
member.

“I have experienced the sting 
of discrimination,” said Aguilar. 
“I stand up for myself and I will 

stand up for others. I pledge to 
always put the people of San 
Leandro first.”

Corina Lopez thanked her 
family, including her mother, for 
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The Boys and Girls Club of 
San Leandro is taking sign-ups 
for its Winter 2019 instruc-
tional basketball program for 
all boys and girls in grades 3 
through 6. The league begins 
in January.

The basketball program is 
designed to give players a fun 
and competitive experience. 
Each player is evaluated prior to 
being assigned to a team so that 
all teams have a balanced number 
of veterans and rookies. 

All players are required to 
play two quarters per game, so 
all players have an opportunity 
to be on the court and part of 

the action.   
All practices and games are 

held at the Boys and Girls Club of 
San Leandro, 401 Marina Blvd. in 
San Leandro.

The basketball program fee 
is $85 for current “After School” 
registered members or $95 for 
all others and includes uniforms 
and awards.  

The Boys & Girls Club is also 
looking for volunteer coaches 
for the program. For more infor-
mation on the program or if you 
are interested in volunteering 
as a coach please contact Ross 
Lim, at 483-5581 or via e-mail 
at rosslim89@gmail.com. 

Sign Up for Boys & 
Girls Club Basketball

Art: Luncheon recognizes the Veterans Art Project 
continued from front page

Hardy took this photo out on patrol on Thanksgiving day 
after a hot meal was delivered by helicopter. 

On all of his drawings in 
Vietnam, Hardy asked the 
person he drew to sign the 
picture. 

Hardy made many carvings of soldiers in Vietnam, includ-
ing this one of himself. 

said, ‘No, those are Viet Cong.’ 
That’s what I was dreaming. I 
was one of the people running 
from the helicopter.”

Hardy and a few other artists 
were on hand last Friday at the 
Veterans Memorial Building on 
Bancroft Avenue in San Leandro 
for a luncheon for the Veterans 
Art Project, hosted by the Ala-
meda County Arts Commission 
and the Oakland Veterans Center. 

Hardy’s sketches and photos 
are in Washington, D.C. but 
he made copies that he had on 
display at Friday’s luncheon. 
But the first thing to catch your 
eye is his carvings of soldiers in 
Vietnam. 

After the war, Hardy decided 
his art degree wasn’t going to 
get him a job, so he learned to 
weld. After work he wanted to 
do something else, so he started 
carving balsa wood. 

He used his photos to make 
the carvings, so they aren’t just 
generic soldiers, each is a spe-
cific person, and all his drawings 
are signed by the subject of the 
drawing.

“I didn’t want to put my 
name on it – I thought their name 
should be on it, so I asked them 
to sign the drawing,” Hardy said.

The carvings have great detail 
– the radio operator, the medic, 
the guy with the grenade launch-
er. And one is of Hardy himself, 
with his camera hanging from a 
shoulder. 

A couple of the carvings got 
knocked over and broken when 
on display in Washington one 
time. 

“The park ranger kept apolo-
gizing,” Hardy said. “I said, ‘No 
problem. These are grunts. I’ll 
just patch ’em up and send ’em 
back out.’” 

Another artist at the lun-
cheon, Ehren Tool, works with 
pottery and displayed his cups. 
Tool works in the art department 
at UC Berkeley and is a veteran 
of the war in Afghanistan. 

Another veteran, Sal Casta-
neda, said he resumed working 
in film and cinematography after 

50 years because of the Veterans 
Art Project. 

“Art can tell a very compli-
cated story in a simple way,” 
Castanada said. 

David Joseph, director of the 
Oakland Veterans Center, em-
ceed the luncheon and thanked 
numerous people who contribute 
to helping veterans, from Dorothy 
Salmon and the Pathway Home 
for donating furniture to a woman 
who helps vets file their claims to 
the yoga instructor, who got in a 
word for his class.

“Don’t think hippie yoga, 
or yoga pants, it’s just bettering 
ourselves,” he said. 

Art is part of healing from 
PTSD, said Violet Juno, the coun-
ty Arts Commission coordinator. 

Juno said one of the veterans 
told her, “It’s better to make art 
than talk about it.” 

One figure stands out in Har-
dy’s carvings, a bespectacled 
fellow with a bow tie, overcoat 
and a Panama hat with big, boxy 

camera on a tripod. 
“That’s Matthew Brady,” 

Hardy said. “So you have a com-
bat photographer from the 1860s 
and a combat photographer from 
the 1960s.”
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Bigge Crane Employees Fired 
After Posting Hurtful Photos

Off-Duty Police Officer Shot 
Himself Accidentally, Cops Say

Police 
Wonder 
Why Man 
Was in
Duct

POLICE & FIRE

PHOTO COURTESY OF ACSO

Three employees of San Le-
andro-based Bigge Crane and 
Rigging Co. have been fired after 
photos were posted to social me-
dia showing them mocking Camp 
Fire victims. 

One photo depicts a man 
sitting on a family’s mailbox, 
another shows him on a burned 
trampoline, and another shows 
a dead cat posed with an empty 
beer bottle positioned near its 
mouth.

The Bigge employees were in 
Butte County to aid in clean up 
following the devastating wildfire 
that claimed over 80 lives and 
burned over 18,000 structures.

The photos were posted by 
Rob Freestone to a public Face-
book page regarding Butte Coun-
ty. Freestone had moved to the 
Bay Area from Indianapolis just 
six weeks ago to work for Bigge 
but was fired Monday morning. 

The Town of Paradise’s Face-
book page posted that the Bigge 
employees’ behavior was disre-
spectful to fire survivors.

Bigge also posted a statement 
over the weekend saying the 
behavior could not be tolerated 
and that Freestone and two others 
have been let go.

Rob Freestone found himself out of a job this week after 
posting what he felt were comical pictures he took during 
the clean up for the Camp Fire. Butte County residents 
weren’t amused and pushed for the San Leandro-based 
Bigge Crane company to fire Freestone.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CITY OF PARADISE

An off-duty Oakland police 
officer accidentally shot himself 
in the parking lot of Bayfair Mall 
near the Chili’s restaurant last 
Saturday night at around 9 p.m., 
according to San Leandro police.

The injured officer then went 
to his girlfriend’s home and she 
called police. At some point he 
lost the gun he shot himself with, 
police said.

When officers responded to 
the girlfriend’s apartment on the 
400 block of Dolores Avenue, 
she told them that her boyfriend 
had been shot and was inside the 
apartment.

Officers began first aid and 
the injured cop was taken to the 
hospital in an ambulance, accord-
ing to Lt. Isaac Benabou of the 
San Leandro police. 

The officer, whose name has 
not been released by authorities, 
is in stable condition as he recov-
ers from a gunshot wound to the 
chest, Benabou said.

The injured officer was alert 
and communicating with police 
and told them he accidentally 
shot himself near the Chili’s 
restaurant after eating with a 
friend. 

But he could not tell them 
what happened to his gun, which 
is still missing, Benabou said.

Police are also trying to de-
termine why the officer left the 
scene of the shooting and whether 
he was alone at the time of the 
shooting.

 It is also not known at this 
time if recordings from any of the 
mall’s numerous security cam-

eras captured footage that will 
help San Leandro police in their 
investigation into the incident, 
Benabou said

It will not be known whether 
the officer will face criminal 
charges or professional sanctions 
until the investigation concludes, 
police said.

Police are asking anyone 
with information to call 577-
3315.

The Alameda County Sher-
iff’s Office provided an update 
this week on the man who was 
caught in the ducts of a San 
Lorenzo Chinese restaurant on 
Dec. 12.

The man was rescued at 
around 9:30 a.m. last Wednes-
day after a passerby on the 700 
block of Bockman Road heard 
him calling for help in a faint 
voice.

The Alameda County Fire 
Department and Sheriff’s Of-
fice were called to the scene 
and determined the voice was 
coming from a roof vent atop 
the restaurant. A ladder was 
extended and personnel were 
able to find a 29-year-old man 
trapped in a greasy metal duct 
running from the roof to the 
kitchen, according to Sgt. Ray 
Kelly of the sheriff’s office.

The man was covered in 
grease and oil and was trapped 
in such a condition that he could 
not move, Kelly said.

Firefighters quickly went 

to work and after almost an hour 
were able to extract the man from 
the metal duct. 

The man was physically 
exhausted and suffering from 
dehydration. He was transported 
via ambulance to a local hospital 
for treatment and he is expected 
to make a full recovery. Kelly 
said the man had been in the duct 
for two days and was unlikely 

to have survived much longer 
without water.

At this time, the sheriff’s 
office is conducting a trespass-
ing and vandalism investigation 
regarding the break-in. 

Police are now looking into 
whether the man intended to 
commit a burglary by entering 
the restaurant – which has been 
closed for months– via the duct. 

A man was trapped in the greasy duct of a restaurant, 
unable to move for two days.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Unity Church of San Leandro
Meeting at 13909 E. 14th St. • San Leandro • 510 483-2132

SUNDAY 11:11 A.M.

•	 We emphasize spirituality more than religion.
•	 We believe there are many paths to God.
•	 We show you how to transform your life through
	 practical spiritual principles.
•	 Everyone is welcome.
www.unitysanleandro.org

Spiritual, but not religious?
Come experience the church that fits.

PLEASE
RECYCLE

THIS NEWSPAPER
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❖ Last Minute Toy Drop Off
The Davis Street Family Resource Center is 
in need of toys of the Holiday Basket pro-
gram, especially for children 9 to 15 years 
old. Drop off new, unwrapped toys at 3081 
Teagarden St. in San Leandro, today, Dec. 
20, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. or make a donation 
online at www.DavisStreet.org. 

❖ PhotoCentral Gallery Exhibit 
Cultures in Transition: Photos by Oliver 
Klink, are on exhibit through Feb. 15 in the 
PhotoCentral Gallery, at the HARD Dis-
trict Offices, 1099 E St. in Hayward. The 
exhibit and book celebrate cultures in Asia 
including Bhutan, Myanmar, China, Mon-
golia, and India, and include essays as well 
as stories about the images by the photogra-
pher. The upstairs gallery is open Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
downstairs gallery is open on Monday from 
5 to 10 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., and by appointment. For more 
information, call Geir Jordahl at 881-6721 or 
info@photocentral.org.

❖ SL Democratic Club’s Christmas Party 
The San Leandro Democratic Club’s Christ-
mas Party will be held tonight, Dec. 20, at 
6:30 p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave. The San Leandro Demo-
cratic Club will be serving a homeless dinner 
on Saturday, Jan. 9, at the Warming Shelter 
at the First United Methodist Church, 1600 
Bancroft Ave. in San Leandro. So the club 
is collecting care packages for the homeless. 
Set-up time is 3:30 p.m. and the dinner will 
be at 5:30 p.m. Care package donations can be 
brought to the dinner of personal items such as 
toothbrushes, socks, deodorant combs, throw 
blankets, snacks, etc.  

❖ Lawyers in the Library
An attorney from the Alameda County Bar 
Association will be at the San Leandro Main 
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. to provide brief 
consultations and referrals on Thursday, Dec. 
20, from 6 to 8 p.m. with sign ups beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. This free consultation is not in-
tended to, and does not, establish a continuing 
attorney/client relationship. The volunteer 
attorney can provide only brief consultation 
and referrals. Each consultation will generally 
be 10 minutes or less. This service is provid-
ed on a first-come, first-served basis, with a 
limited number of slots available. If you are 
limited in your speaking and understanding 
of English, you must bring an interpreter. 
For more information, call Patricia Mallari 
at 577-3971.

❖ Caroling, Cookies, and Cocoa
A free drop-by event put on by the San 
Leandro Church of Christ, 601 MacArthur 
Blvd. in San Leandro will be on Saturday, 
Dec. 22, from 5 to 7:30 p.m. The gathering 
will be in front of the church building on 
the corner of MacArthur Blvd. and Lewis 
Avenue. Stop by to munch on homemade 
cookies and sip hot chocolate while joining 
in on singing a carol or two. Invite a friend. 

❖ Christmas at Badarikashrama
Celebrate Christmas in the serene atmosphere 
of Badarikashrama with a Christmas concert 
and international vegetarian dinner on Tues-
day, Dec. 25, at 3 p.m. with music, vegetarian 

COMMUNITY CALENDARCOMMUNITY CALENDAR

Calendar items should be submitted at least one week prior to the desired edition of the 
Times, which is published Thursdays. Space limitations require we print items of the 
most general interest. Only Non-Profit Organizations should submit calendar items.

dinner, Indian cuisine and other dishes. Free 
and open to all. Reservations suggested. For 
more information, call 278-2444. 

❖ Bayfair Center Red Cross Blood Drive
Bayfair Center, 15555 East 14th St. in San 
Leandro, invites the public to help save lives 
during its Red Cross blood drive on Thursday, 
Dec. 27, from noon to 6 p.m. in the lower 
level, Suite 312. Blood donors will receive 
a free long-sleeve Red Cross t-shirt while 
supplies last. Appointments are required. To 
schedule an appointment, visit www.redcross-
blood.org and enter sponsor code “Bayfair” or 
call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
Potential donors with questions about their 
eligibility to donate blood should call 1-866-
236-3276 before scheduling an appointment. 
Identification is required to donate. 

❖ SL Holiday Lights Recycling Program 
The City of San Leandro Recycling Program 
is hosting its third annual free holiday lights 
recycling program through Jan. 11. Holiday 
lights, working or not, are being accepted 
Monday through Friday, from 7 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at the Public Works Service Center, 
14200 Chapman Road. Collection bins are in 
the lobby. The event is open to San Leandro 
residents only. Lights should be free of all 
bags, binding and packaging. Extension 
cords, compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs), 
pre-lit trees, wreaths and garland are not 
accepted.

❖ SL Boys & Girls Club’s Annual Crab Feed 
The San Leandro Boys & Girls Club’s annual 
crab feed will be on Saturday, Jan. 12, at the 
club’s facility at 401 Marina Blvd. in San 
Leandro. Social hour begins at 6 p.m. with 
dinner served at 7 p.m. Tickets are $50 per 
person, which includes all-you-can-eat crab, 
pasta, salad and French bread. The event is 
“Assigned Seating Only” and always sells out, 
so purchase your tickets early. For tickets or 
more information, call Bob Glotch at the Boys 
& Girls Club at 483-5581 between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m. Proceeds support the San Leandro Boys 
& Girls Club, which provides educational and 
enrichment after-school programs for 1,200 
children per day at 12 sites in San Leandro 
and San Lorenzo.

❖ I.D.E.S. St. John Lunch & Bingo 
I.D.E.S. St. John, 1670 Orchard Ave. in San 
Leandro, will host a spaghetti lunch and bingo 
on Saturday, Jan. 12, at noon. Lunch tickets 
are $10 for adults and children 6 to 12 and 
includes four bingo cards. Extra cards are 25 
cents each. There will also be a 50/50 raffle. 
For tickets, call Darlene at 589-6536, Willie 
at 635-6326 or Frances at 886-1568.

❖ Kiwanis Club Annual Crab Feed 
The Kiwanis Club of San Leandro presents its 
15th Annual Crab Feed on Saturday, Jan. 19, 
at the San Leandro Boys & Girls Club, 401 
Marina Blvd. Social hour starts at 5:30 p.m. 
and dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. with dancing 
and live music by Chico and the Band from 
7:30 to 10 p.m. All you can eat salad, garlic 
bread, pasta and crab. Tickets are $50, or 
$20 for children 10 and under. All seats are 
reserved. Call early to reserve group seating. 
Tickets available from San Leandro Kiwanis 
Club members, or call Terri Neumann at 
895-4425. 

ALLPHIN JEWELERS
Since 1923

155 Parrott Street
San Leandro • 357-3442

Wednesday-Friday 11am-5pm
Saturday 11am-4pm

WATCH
BATTERIES

DONE
RIGHT

PHOTO BY  JIM KNOWLES

Call 614-1555 for details!

Keep your out-of-town 
friends and family 
informed with a

subscription to the
San Leandro Times!

■	Did you know that the 
Times will mail the paper 
to anyone in the continen-
tal United States?

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
❖ SL Center for the
    Performing Arts
Brian Copeland returns to the 
San Leandro Performing Arts 
Center with another in his 
series of all-star stand-up comedy 
concerts on New Year’s Eve, 
Monday, Dec. 31, at 7 p.m. at 
the San Leandro Center for the 
Performing Arts, 2250 Bancroft 
Ave. in San Leandro. Some of 
the Bay Area’s best comedians 
are coming, including Sandy 

Stec, Chicago Steve Barkley, 
Joe Klocek, and more. Advance 
sale tickets are $65, tickets at the 
door are $70. Student prices are 
$18 advance, and $20 at the door. 
To order tickets, visit brownpap-
ertickets.com All Star Stand Up 
Comedy Concerts.

❖ Plethos New Year’s
    Eve Party
Ring in the new year with 
Castro Valley’s newest com-

munity theatre company 
Plethos Productions on New 
Year’s Eve, Monday, Dec. 
31, from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. at  
Ristorante Di Parma, 22532 
Foothill Blvd. There will be a 
Talent Showdown with stand-
up comedy and musical the-
atre. Tickets are $50, which 
includes tasty Italian small 
plates and champagne toast. 
For tickets or for more informa-
tion, visit Plethos.org.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
HOROSCOPE  by SaloméHOROSCOPE  by Salomé

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You might be busier than you had expected 
right now. But between the socializing rounds and the workplace tasks, there 
are opportunities for special moments with that certain someone.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your creative approach leads to a quicker-
than-expected solution to a workplace problem. Now you can devote more 
time to that proposal you hope to introduce by midmonth.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Technological glitches create problems early 
on. But by midweek, all runs smoothly once again, and you’re well and truly 
on your way to meeting all your deadlines.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your energy levels are high, and you feel 
you can handle everything that comes along. But try to take a break from your 
hectic pace for some quiet time with someone close to you.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Before you pounce on that shiny new 
opportunity, take more time to check it out to see how much substance actually 
lies beneath all that glitter. A family member has important news.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A personal situation you thought 
was resolved resurfaces, thanks to a possibly well-intentioned move that went 
awry. Deal with it as soon as possible. Accept the help of a trusted friend.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) That goal you set way back when 
is finally in sight. Maintain your focus on achieving it, and don’t allow yourself 
to be distracted by unimportant demands for your attention.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A temperamental flare-up 
creates negative feelings that need to be dealt with immediately. But things 
once again go well after the apologies are made and hurt feelings are soothed.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) An early impulsive 
act causes confusion. But all is smoothed over once explanations are made. 
Expect a friend or family member to ask for your kind and always wise advice.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You might have to do some 
juggling of your priorities, as a personal matter appears to require more time 
and attention. Put your pride aside and accept help from those who offer it.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Your creative aspect is strong. 
Not only does it help you accomplish your goals, but it also inspires others. 
This could lead to a potentially rewarding collaboration opportunity.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Be careful about making major 
decisions when you’re not really committed to them. And resist any pressure 
to do otherwise. Better to delay action until all doubts are resolved.

City of San Leandro workers patched the cracks in Washington Avenue last week, 
a measure that helps prevent potholes.

Patch It Up
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Alameda County Registrar 
of Voters Tim Dupuis earlier 
this month certified the county’s 
results for the Nov. 6 General 
Election.   

The certified results sent 
to the California Secretary of 
State’s Office show that 587,501 
of Alameda County’s 879,912 
registered voters cast ballots in 
the election, bringing the Coun-
ty’s overall voter turnout to 66.8 
percent. That is more than 20 
percent higher than the turnout 
recorded in Alameda County 

for the last mid-term election 
in 2014.

The Vote-by-Mail option 
grew in popularity in Alameda 
County, with 428,001 voters or 
73 percent of the total turnout  
choosing to mail in their ballots.

Only 27 percent of participat-
ing voters cast their ballots at one 
of the 815 designated election 
day polling places in Alameda 
County.   The county hired and 
trained about 5,000 temporary 
workers to work at polling places 
on election day. 

73 Percent of County 
Voters Mail In Ballots
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United Way Bay Area is 
seeking volunteer tax preparers, 
interpreters and greeters to help 
staff our Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) sites through-
out the Bay Area during the 2019 
tax season. Training is provided. 

With the support of trained, 
IRS-certified volunteer tax pre-
parers, VITA sites provide free 
tax preparation to low to mod-
erate income individuals and 
families at more than 200 loca-
tions throughout eight Bay Area 
counties. 

To volunteer, visit  earni-
tkeepitsaveit.org/volunteer.

VITA volunteers help Bay 
Area households receive the best 
possible refunds by ensuring 
they claim all deductions and tax 
credits available. For example, 
the federal Earned Income Tax 
Credit—one of the most pow-
erful poverty-fighting safety net 
programs in the country—can 
provide eligible families with 
three or more qualifying children 

a $6,431 credit. 
Sites also provide support in 

helping families access the Cali-
fornia Earned Income Tax Credit 
(CalEITC). Families with multi-
ple children can claim the max-
imum credit of almost $3,000.

Free volunteer training pro-
vided by community partners and 
the IRS begins in December and 
January. Volunteer tax preparers 
are invited to attend three days 
of classroom instruction. There 
is also a need for outreach vol-
unteers. These roles require less 
training. 

For tax professionals or ex-
perienced volunteers, an online 
training and accelerated certifi-
cation tool is available.

Site operation hours vary, 
but most volunteers are asked to 
volunteer regularly for at least one 
four-hour shift each week from late 
January until April 15. Volunteers 
of all ages and backgrounds are 
welcome. There is a special need 
for bilingual Spanish speakers.

United Way Seeking 
Volunteer Tax Preparers

2018: City manager issues 23-page email, says he dominates at ping-pong 
continued from front page

Construction got underway on AC Transit’s BRT stations on East 14th Street. 
TIMES FILE PHOTO 

see 2018, page 14

that the City of San Leandro first 
granted marijuana sales permits 
in 2015, none of the three shops 
planned have opened yet.

• City Manager Chris Zapata 
sent out a 23-page mass email 
preemptively denying sexual 
harassment allegations that had 
been brought against him by Da-
vis Street Family Resource Cen-
ter CEO Rose Johnson. Zapata 
said that Johnson was retaliating 

against him due to his demand 
that her non-profit repay a city 
loan. After a five-month indepen-
dent investigation that cost the 
city nearly $40,000, Zapata was 
cleared of wrongdoing. 

February
• City Finance Manager Da-

vid Baum gave the city a gloomy 
financial forecast, predicting a 
decade of budgets in the red, 
including a $4 million deficit 

for this fiscal year. Baum also 
reported that the city’s  projected 
unfunded pension liabilities – 
money that will be needed to pay 
pensions in future years – have 
doubled in the past four years to 
$210 million. 

• Mayor Pauline Cutter was 
appointed Chair of the Women’s 
Leadership Alliance at the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors and led a 
panel on women in government at 
the Washington, D.C. conference.

• After months and months 
of debate, San Lorenzo High 
picked the Grizzlies to be their 
new mascot, replacing the Reb-
els which some had deemed 
racially-charged. It will cost the 

DORALS

Approvedwww.doralsautorepair.comMEMBER

2000 MERCED ST. • SAN LEANDRO • 352-4221
MON-FRI • 8:30-5:30 / SAT BY APPT. ONLY 

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

Auto Repair
QUALITY

FACTORY SCHEDULED
MAINTENANCE

Your Dealer Alternative • Serving San Leandro Since 1970
We Service All Foreign & Domestic Makes

CALL FOR YOUR SUMMER
AUTO CHECK-UP

Graduate profile

The San Leandro Unified School District is pleased to share 
our newly adopted Graduate Profile. This collaborative 
vision identifies a set of student outcomes to define what 
all graduates should know and be able to do to be prepared 
for post-secondary education, career, and civic participation. 
Our adoption process involved students, parents, teachers, 
community members, board members, administrators, and 
bargaining unit representatives.

SLUSD looks forward to preparing its students for college 
and career by implementing the  Graduate Profile to 
ensure students are Cultural and Ethical Leaders, Critical 
Thinkers, Communicators and Collaborators and have a 
Healthy Mind and Body.
To see more exciting developments in SLUSD schools, visit 
www.slusd.us.

COMMUNICATORS & 
COLLABORATORS

CRITICAL 
THINKERS

ETHICAL & 
CULTURAL LEADERS

HEALTHY MIND & 
BODY

•	 ANTICIPATE, PERSEVERE AND REFLECT  
•	 ARE OPEN AND CURIOUS 

•	 ARE FLEXIBLE AND CREATIVE

•	 PURSUE A PASSIONATE, JOYFUL 
AND VIBRANT LIFE

•	 LISTEN 
•	 DELIVER INFORMATION EFFECTIVELY 

•	 COLLABORATE

•	 ACT WITH INTEGRITY AND RESPECT  
FOR SELF AND OTHERS 

•	 INITIATE ACTIONS AND ARE  
COMMITTED TO SHAPING A BETTER 

COMMUNITY AND WORLD



SSEYE-026690 • Store 522 San Leandro SL Times Dec 2018
3.38”x4” • 4C • 516-935-4944

*Must purchase frames and lenses. Free second pair from a large selection with single-vision clear plastic 
lenses. Not combinable with insurance or other offers. Some restrictions may apply. See store for details. 
Offer expires 3/31/19. †Contact lens exam additional. Eye Exams available by an Independent Doctor of 
Optometry, conveniently located inside Site for Sore Eyes.

FASHION 
FOR EVERYONE

SAN LEANDRO | Fashion Faire Place Shopping Center
15100 Hesperian Blvd. | 510.276.6000 | SiteforSoreEyes.com

Book your appointment online today!† | Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Financing Available | Use your Flex Dollars before they expire!

50%
FRAMES

2ND PAIR FREE*

OFF

NMLS #291773

NMLS Consumer Access: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

HighTechLending, Inc. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential 
Mortgage Lending Act. NMLS #7147.  Licensed in CA# 4130937.
2030 Main Street #350, Irvine, CA 92614.

510-583-8123

Lori Reisfelt
Reverse Mortgage Consultant  

Live more comfortably today, and
be better prepared for tomorrow.

• Turn Home Equity into Cash
• Pay off existing Mortgage(s) and Other Debt
• No Monthly Mortgage Payments
• FHA Insured and HUD Regulated

“I pledge to provide straight forward information and excellent service.”

License#015601501

Senior Residential & Assisted Living
• 24 Hour Care • Socializing

• Activities • Chef Prepared Meals
• Housekeeping • Laundry

• Quality of Life • Independence
• Legacy

Private and Shared Apartments Available!
Call today for a Free

Lunch & Tour
510-276-2872

21000 Mission Blvd., Hayward CA 94541

Yes, we are
Pet Friendly!

JORDAN LAW
WINKLER LAW

Living Trusts &
Trust Administration

Probate • Wills
Real Estate • Litigation

— Give Us a Call —
Most Initial Consultations

Are Free
(510) 357-3403

1883 East 14th Street
San Leandro

Making Your Charitable Gifts Count Under the New Tax Law
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A
Q I am wondering if I can 

still get deductions for 
charitable gifts under 
the new tax law? Do 

you have any thoughts on this?

Yes. Under the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, effective 
this year, the traditional 

method of making a gift and item-
izing your deductions on your tax 
form, as in years past, may not 
work. 
  This is because of the way the 
new Standard Deduction works: 
essentially, your charitable and 
other qualified itemized deduc-
tions would need to exceed the 

By Gene L. Osofsky, Esq.
Special to the Times

amount of the increased Standard 
Deduction before you would re-
ceive a tax benefit for your char-
itable gifts. Reason: you cannot 
claim both the Standard Deduction 
and itemized deductions; you must 
choose one or the other.
  Under the new tax law, the 
Standard Deduction has been al-
most doubled: it is now $12,000 
per year for single individuals and 
$24,000 per year for a married 
couple filing jointly.  
  But, here’s the good news: there 
are some “workarounds” for those 
who are charitably minded, but 
also wish to also receive a tax ben-
efit. Here are three:
  1) Bunch Your Deductions and 
Make Them in Alternate Years.  
  For example, if you are single 
and normally make up to $10,000 
per year in charitable deductions 
consider making $20,000 per year 
in charitable deductions in alter-
nating years.
  2) Consider a Donor Advised 
Fund (“DAF”) Offered By a Pub-
lic Charity. 
  Many charities offer DAF’s to 
their contributors. A DAF allows 
you to contribute what would nor-
mally be several years’ worth of 
charitable donations into the fund 
in one year, and receive a charita-
ble deduction immediately. 
  Your contribution would then 
typically be invested and grow tax-
free. Meanwhile, you could make 

donations to charities from that 
account as time goes on, whether 
in the year of gift or in following 
years. Additional contributions to 
the DAF in later years would also 
be tax-deductible. 
  However, you should first check 
with your financial advisor to 
choose an appropriate DAF, select-
ing one with a good management 
and investment record. Since the 
advent of the new law, DAF’s have 
increased in popularity.
  3) Consider a Qualified Charita-
ble Donation Through your IRA. 
  If you are at least 70.5 years of 
age, and already taking Minimum 
Required Distributions (“MRD’s”) 
as required by the IRS, you could 
arrange to allocate some of your 
MRD draws directly to a charity of 
your choice. 
  The contribution would still 
count toward your required 
MRD’s, and the distribution will 
not be included in your gross in-
come, which essentially lowers 
your overall income tax bill. 
  However, there are special rules. 
Notably, the contribution must be 
made directly from the IRA to the 
charity; it cannot be made to you 
initially, with you later turning 
around and sending the funds off 
to the charity. 
  Check with your IRA custodian 
to see if it offers this service. I un-
derstand that Fidelity, Vanguard, T. 
Rowe Price, and Charles Schwab 

offer this option to their customers. 
  Note: the charity must re-
ceive the contribution and cash 
the check before the end of the 
tax year to make this work.  Al-

though you will then receive 
a Form 1099-R, it is up to you 
– not your brokerage company 
– to properly report the contri-
bution as a nontaxable Qualified 

Charitable Donation.
  Gene L. Osofsky is an Elder 
Law and Estate Planning attorney 
in Hayward. Visit his website at 
www.LawyerForSeniors.com.

  Mistakes in the Social Security 
earnings record are actually fairly 
common. Your Social Security 
benefits are based on your highest 
35 years of earnings history. So, 
if your earnings for any particular 
year are underreported, it will re-
duce your benefits.   
  These errors typically occur 
because your employer either re-
ported your earnings incorrectly 
or reported your earnings using 
the wrong name or Social Security 
number. Or if you got married or 
divorced and changed your name 
but did not report the change to 
Social Security.
  •  Check Your Statement
  The best way to keep an eye on 
your benefits and avoid any possi-
ble mistakes is to carefully review 
your Social Security statement 
every year. To do this, go to SSA.
gov/myaccount and then print 

By Jim Miller
Special to the Times

Have You Checked Your Social 
Security Statement for Errors?

your statement out on paper.
  If you’re age 60 or older and 
not yet receiving benefits and 
don’t have a “My Social Securi-
ty” account online, your statement 
will actually be mailed to you 
about three months before your 
birthday.
  Your Social Security statement 
lists your earnings record for each 
year of employment and estimates 
the benefits you and your family 
may receive as a result of those 
earnings.
  Once you get your statement, 
take some time to verify its accu-
racy by comparing the earnings 
listed on your statement with your 
own tax records or W-2 state-
ments. You have to correct errors 
within 3 years, 3 months and 15 
days following the year of the 
mistake. 
  If you happen to spot a discrep-
ancy within that time limit, follow 
these steps. 
  First, call your nearest Social 
Security office (see SSA.gov/lo-
cator or call 800-772-1213 to get 
the number) to report the error. 
  Some corrections can be made 
over the phone, or you may need 
to schedule an appointment and 
go in with copies of your W-2 
forms or tax returns to prove the 
mistake, or you can mail it in.
  If you suspect a discrepancy 
but don’t have backup records, 
the Social Security Administra-
tion (SSA) may be able to use 
your employment information to 
search its records and correct mis-
takes. If the SSA can’t locate your 
records, you’ll need to contact the 
employer to obtain a copy of your 

W-2 for the year in question.
  Once your earnings record is 
corrected, Social Security will 
send you a confirming letter. If 
you don’t receive the confirmation 
within three months, contact them 
again, and double-check the cor-
rection by making sure it appears 
on your Social Security statement.
  If corrections aren’t made on 
your statement, start an appeals 
process (see SSA.gov/pubs/EN-
05-10041.pdf).
  Other Mistakes
  Social Security earnings mis-
calculations can also happen if 
there’s a mistake in your current 
mailing address that the IRS has 
on file for you. Check your fed-
eral tax returns for this possible 
error, especially if you’ve moved 
recently.
  To correct your address, contact 
the IRS at 800-829-3676 and ask 
them to mail you the “Change of 
Address” form 8822, or print it off 
at IRS.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8822.pdf, 
fill it out and mail it back to the 
address on the form.
  Other factors that can cause 
mistakes are if your name or date 
of birth in the SSA records isn’t 
the same as it appears in the IRS 
files. So double-check your Social 
Security statement for these possi-
ble mishaps, and if you find an er-
ror call the 800-772-1213 and ask 
for Form SS-5, “Application for a 
Social Security Card,” and submit 
it with the correct information. 
The form can also be downloaded 
at SSA.gov/forms/ss-5.pdf. 
  Jim Miller is a contributor to 
the NBC Today show and author 
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 
Ester-C
With Citrus
Bioflavonoids
500mg
240 caps

American Health
Vitamins
Including...
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Bikes: Program delivers 400 bikes 
continued from front page

Hundreds of bicycles stood ready for pickup at the Davis Street Family Resource Center 
last Saturday. 

PHOTO BY AMY SYLVESTRI

Fest: New council sworn in 
continued from front page

City Councilwoman Corina Lopez was surrounded by her family as she was sworn in 
for a second term on the council. 

PHOTO BY  AMY SYLVESTRI

coming to the ceremony. Lopez 
is the daughter of migrant farm 
workers and she often comments 
that her childhood disadvantages 
shaped her values.

Lopez said she was proud to 
be the first Latina San Leandro 
council member when she was 
first elected four years ago and 
even more proud that the coun-
cil now has two more Latino 
members, a Chinese-American 
member, and that women are well 
represented on the council.

“It has been quite a road from 
the lettuce fields of Bakersfield 
and Salinas to being here on the 
San Leandro City Council,” said 
Lopez. “It’s my hope and antici-
pation that the next four years will 
be as productive as the past four.”

The last person to be sworn in 
was Mayor Pauline Cutter, who 
was surrounded by three genera-
tions of her family and sworn in 
by her daughter Jessi.

Cutter told the crowd this 
would be her sixth and final time 
getting sworn into an office after 

having first been elected to the 
San Leandro School Board 20 
years ago.

Cutter called her fellow coun-
cil members a family who “are 
all in it for the right reasons” and 
also thanked the city’s staff for 
their work with the council.

“When you work together, you 
can create things that really matter 
to you,” said Cutter. “I think I bring 
common sense, and leadership 
through common sense is a good 
thing to have. It just makes me so 
proud to stand up here.”

And this Friday, Davis Street 
will hold its annual toy giveaway, 
passing out toys to families in 
need to put under the tree. 

In the decade that he has 
overseen the “Bikes for Tykes” 
program for the San Leandro 
Police Officers Association, 
Brandt estimates that they’ve 
given away over 3,000 brand 
new bicycles to boy and girls 
of all ages – from tricycles to 
mountain bikes.

Brandt says he may retire 
this upcoming year, but plans on 

handing over the reigns of the 
Bikes for Tykes program to Jason 
Jower from Abbott Diabetes Care 
to make sure San Leandro kids 
will be provided for.

“The program will absolutely 
continue,” said Brandt. “I am 
proud of what we’ve done so far 
and it will go on. Everyone has 
been so generous. It’s a commu-
nity effort.”

Davis Street CEO Rose John-
son says that Brandt’s Bikes 
for Tykes giveaway is always a 
highlight of Davis Street’s holi-
day season.

“Louie has brought so much 
joy to so many over the years,” 
said Johnson.

The bike giveaway is over 
for this year, but Davis Street 
is still accepting donations for 
their toy drive and turkeys and 
other food for their holiday 
basket program through today, 
Dec. 20. 

You can drop off toys at the 
Davis Street Family Resource 
Center at 3081 Teagarden Street 
or visit www.davisstreet.org for 
more information or to make a 
monetary donation. 

582-7761
Boots-Shoes-Repairs

BOOTS & 
SLIPPERS

Mens & Womens

ALL 
MAJOR
CREDIT 
CARDS

Since 
1958

Free Water proofing • Free Christmas Lay-A-Way

22443 Foothill Blvd., Downtown Hayward

Twenty
Styles to 

choose
from

MON - THURS 9am-6pm/FRI 9am-7pm/SAT 9am-5:30pm, SUN 11am-4pm

STARTING DEC. 16th

$  $  $  $  $  $  $
Can’t Qualify with the BANK?

Today is Your Lucky Day!
REAL ESTATE LOANS
510-909-0957

Gaukroger Enterprises LTD
MICHAEL GAUKROGER, Broker

47 Years Experience DRE# 01355785

Investments, Business Purpose

PIZZA SPECIAL 

25% OFF*
BREAKFAST
Sat. & Sun. 7am - 9am
*Excludes alcohol. Can’t be

combined with any other offer. 

$300 OFF*  Any
Regular Size Pizza

3600 Castro Valley Blvd. Castro Valley
510-876-5151 • www.DineJPs.com

Banquet Room
Available

Santa
& Mrs. Clausecoming to Jp’s, Dec.1, 14, 21 • 5 - 8 pm

• Nightly Specials
• Soup made fresh daily
• Happy Hours: Weekdays
   3-6 pm, Sun. 3-8 pm
• Steak, Seafood, Pasta,
   Burgers, Salads,
   Sandwiches, Pizza,
   Chicken Wings
• Prime Rib Every Thursday
• Sunday’s Family Style
   Specials

*Takeout only. Good for up to 3 pizzas. 
Can’t be combine with any other offers, 

must present coupon. Exp. 1/31/19.

$2 OFF* WEEKDAY BREAKFAST
*With min. purchase of $20, limit one per table, can’t be combine with
  any other offers, must present coupon, Exp. 1/31/19.

Open Every Day
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Full Bar, 14 TV’s
Banquet Service up 100 persons

KIM BROS. JEWELRY • 357-4069
14393-A WASHINGTON AVE. • SAN LEANDRO (NEAR PAK  ‘N’ SAVE)

Jade • 14k & 18k
Watches

Battery Replacement Jewelry & Watch Repair
REGULARLY $11.00 • EXCEPT LITHIUM

With this ad. Expires 12/31/18. With this ad. Expires 12/31/18.

Christmas Sale
OPEN WEDNESDAY -  FRIDAY: 10AM-6PM • SATURDAY: 11AM-5PM • CLOSED SUN., MON. & TUES. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Thurs 12/27 • 12PM-6PM near food court

Live Holiday Performers 
every weekend!*

Holiday Festive Strings, Sat 12/22 • 1PM-3PM
Dickens Carolers, Mon 12/24 • 1PM-3PM

PHOTOS WITH SANTA 
THROUGH DECEMBER 24, 2018

*Performers will 
begin in Center 
Court & stroll the 
center Visit ShopBayfair.com for more information 

Holiday Events
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San Leandro High hosted the 2018 
Roger Briones Invitational on Saturday 
when San Leandro, Arroyo, and Castro 
Valley all competed in the largest athlete 
turnout in recent history for this event.

Albany placed first overall with 
177.5 points, Castro Valley placed sec-
ond with 113 points, and Menlo-Ather-
ton placed third with 108 points. 

“Today is about competing against 
a large number of top teams in the area 
to gain valuable experience in prepara-
tion for the North Coast Section (NCS) 
Tournament later this season,” said San 
Leandro head coach George Zuber.

Alia Abush of Arroyo 
Takes First Place 

In 189-Pound Division
Arroyo placed sixth with 93.5 points, 

and standout Alia Abushi placed first 
in the 189-pound class. Alisha Nar-
vaez placed second in the 121-pound 
class, Jorja Loera placed fourth in the 
143-pound class, and Tatianna Herrera 
placed fourth in the 235-pound class. 

“The Briones Invitational is great 
because you get to compete at a high 
level, meet new people, and get an 
experience that you don’t get anywhere 
else in California,” said Narvaez. “My 
personal goal for this 2018 season is 
to go to the California Interscholastic 
Federation (CIF) state finals and place 
well there.”

The Pirates placed 13th overall with 
50 points. Notables for San Leandro 
include Kendall Branchaud who placed 
third in the 189-pound class with a 
win-by-pin, Nichole Sanchez who 

Arroyo High School wrestler Alicia Narvaez (black uniform) competes in the 121-pound preliminary round 
en route to finish second place in her class.

placed fifth in the 121-pound class, and 
Wendy Molina who place seventh in the 
137-pound class with a win-by-pin. San 
Leandro’s last NCS team championship 
came in 2005 on the end of a back-to-
back title season.

“It’s an honor and a gratifying feel-
ing to play host to such a large event 
that pays tribute to one of the program’s 
greatest supporters,” said Sanchez. 
“We’ve all been preparing since last 
Monday for today, knowing how much 
more effort we need to give than we did 
in our last two tournaments.”

Notables for the Trojans include 
Amanda Decker who placed first in 
the 131-pound class, Olivia Ott who 
placed fourth in the 160-pound class, 
and Ever Esparza who placed fourth in 
the 189-pound class. 

“The goal for us today in the first 
major tournament of the season was to 
go out there and give it your all and have 
fun,” added Abushi.  “A lot of wrestling 
in general is about making weight before 
competition so we made sure to get a lot 
of work done in practice.”

The winners in each weight class 
were spread around to different schools 
all over Northern California at the invite.

“It was a great turnout this year and 
hopefully a lot more girls in the future try 
out for their team,” said Abushi.

The sport of women’s wrestling in 
California, specifically The Bay Area, 
is growing rapidly every year and is 
welcome to support and interest from 
the community.

“I think, statistically, women’s 
wrestling is the fastest growing female 
high school sport—even though 15 
years ago it didn’t even exist. It’s here 

now and it’s thriving and growing,” said 
coach Zuber. “It’s great to have these 
high level tournaments to showcase all 
this talent.”

The first place winners in each 

weight class: 
101 pounds – Mikayla Guevarra, 

Amador Valley
106 pounds – Jewelina Ko, Benicia
111 pounds – Carmen Perez, Wind-

sor

116 pounds – Camila Barranco, 
Aptos

121 pounds – Desinee Lopez, Fol-
som

126 pounds – Evelyn Calhoon, 

San Leandro Times
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By Andrew Joseph
San Leandro Times

Arroyo Wrestler Wins 189-Pound Class at Briones Tourney

PHOTO BY  ANDREW JOSEPH

see WRESTLING, page 16

*FREE ITEM MUST BE OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE. OFFERS EXPIRE 12-31-18.

VETERINARY CLINICS
Every Sunday

From 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Ho! Ho! Ho!

BUY 3 GET 4TH FREE
Dog & Cat Treats or Toys

710  E. 14th St. • San Leandro
510-638-2005

www.mikesfeedandpets.com
MONDAY-SATURDAY 9AM-7PM

SUNDAY 10AM-6PM

10% OFF ANYTHING!
With this ad, on any in-stock merchandise.
May not be combined with any other offer.

*

BUY 3 GET 4TH FREE
Fresh & Salt Water Fish

*

20% OFF ALL DOG HOUSES
Keep your best friend warm and dry this winter!

Holiday Sale! Makes the Holidays 
a Bite Better

GHIRARDELLI CHOCOLATE
FACTORY OUTLET 

1111 139TH AVE SAN LEANDRO

15%OFF
TOTAL CHOCOLATE
PURCHASE

*Cannot be combined with any other discount or coupon.

Holidays
around the
Town

1900 E. 14th St. • San Leandro • 357-3000
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM-6PM

SATURDAY 10AM-5PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

As we approach the Holidays, we would 
like to thank our loyal customers for 

making our store what it is today!
Come take a look at our new Holiday 

merchandise and take advantage of our 
special Holiday Dividend…

ALL ABOARD THE HOLIDAY SPECIAL…
…for Special, Low Prices on Great Gifts for You & Your Home!

1900 E. 14th St. • San Leandro • 357-3000
OPEN M-F 10AM-6PM • SAT 10AM-5PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

www.Duprees-Furniture.comNot valid on previous purchases or other special offers. Expires 1/2/19.

HOLIDAY DIVIDEND
PREFERRED CUSTOMERS

UP
TO: THE SUM 500 DOL 00 CTS
VALUED DUPREE’S CUSTOMER

	$25 Off Any Purchase Over ......$199
	$50 Off Any Purchase Over.......$399
	$100 Off Any Purchase Over.....$599
	$200 Off Any Purchase Over.....$999
	$300 Off Any Purchase Over...$1499
	$500 Off Any Purchase Over...$2499

CREDIT DEPARTMENT

Our gift to
you!

SANTA EXPRESS
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REAL ESTATE REALITY
GUEST COMMENTARYBy Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times

  Winter storms are making 
their mark across the country, a 
vivid reminder we are officially 
into the Holiday season. 
  While most of us have warm 
homes to snuggle in as we head 
towards Christmas, we are 
witnessing a dramatic increase in 
the numbers of folks who do not.
  First, the number of homeless 
tent encampments appears to 
be proliferating. Second, recent 
fires in Butte County destroyed 
more than 13,000 homes. With 
so many displaced and needing 
support, the Central County 
Realtors want to remind you that 
this is the Season of Giving. We 
urge you to focus outward to 
meet housing needs at home and 
abroad.
  Give Locally:
  As the weather turns colder, 
the homeless in the Bay Area 
need additional support. While 
it is easy to stereotype the 
homeless, they are real people 
with specific needs we can help 
meet. Go to projects.sfchronicle.
com/sf-homeless/how-to-help/ 
for a list of organizations you 

It’s Beginning To  
Look Like Christmas

can support.
  Give Statewide:
  The Camp Fire in Butte 
County is officially the deadliest 
wildfire catastrophe in recorded 
California history. Fire is no 
respecter of persons and the 
devastation has impacted every 
socio-economic category.
  While many want to provide 
clothing and other items, the 
most practical support is finan-
cial donations. There is also a 
need for housing and volunteers. 
KQED has published a list of 
support organizations at www.
kqed.org/news/11705542/how-
to-help-camp-fire-victims
  Give Nationally:
  Every year we encounter 
disasters across our country, 
including the recent earthquake 
in Alaska, wildfires in numerous 
states, tornados in the mid-west, 
hurricanes on the East coast and 
more. Go to www.redcross.org/
donate/ to learn how to partner 
with relief efforts across the 
country.
  Give Globally:
  As a family, we have chosen 
to forego giving gifts to adults 
and focus instead on providing 
for the needs of families around 
the world. We collaborate with 
www.worldvision.org to provide 
funds that will buy a cow or 
other animals for families in 
less-fortunate areas. 
  Other organizations such as 
www.streetsofhope.com take 
abandoned boys from the streets 
and provide them with housing, 
food, clothing and an education. 
The boys are taken from a life 
of despair and given the gift of 
hope.
  We want to wish you a very 

Merry Christmas and Happy 
Holidays. The true heart of the 
season is in giving, and it is our 
desire that you not only have 
a peace-filled season, but that 
you also experience the joy that 
comes from giving to those in 
need.
  Carl Medford is a licensed Re-
altor with Keller Williams Realty 
and a licensed general contrac-
tor. This article is sponsored by 
the Central County Marketing 
Association.
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REAL ESTATE GALLERYREAL ESTATE GALLERY

WEEKEND 
GARDENER

  As temperatures in the East Bay 
continue to dip down to and below 
the freezing mark, Cal Fire is re-
minding residents to take steps to 
heat their homes safely. 
  The frosty nights mean that 
many will need to turn on home 
heating sources to keep warm in-
doors. 
  The cold winter months are also 
the time of year fire departments 
across the state see an increase in 
home fires due to faulty heating 
equipment or unsafe practices.
  “Taking the time to check your 
heating equipment and maintain-
ing it correctly could make the dif-
ference in protecting your home, 
but most importantly, your life,” 
said State Fire Marshal Tonya 
Hoover. 
  “If heat is provided using fossil 
fuels, there should be a working 
carbon monoxide alarm to help 
alert residents if a malfunction in 
their heating equipment occurs. 
And make sure you have work-
ing smoke alarms throughout the 

Cal Fire Warns of Home Heating Danger 
home.” 
  Cal Fire offers these tips:
  •  Keep anything that can burn 
at least three feet away from heat-
ing equipment, like the furnace, 
fireplace, wood stove or portable 
space heater.
  •  Have a three-foot “kid-free 
zone” around open fires and space 
heaters.
  •  Never use your oven to heat 
your home.
  •  Have a qualified profession-
al install stationary space heating 
equipment, water heaters or cen-
tral heating equipment according 
to the local codes and manufactur-
er’s instructions.
  •  Have heating equipment and 
chimneys cleaned and inspected 
every year by a qualified profes-
sional.
  Remember to turn portable 
heaters off when leaving the room 
or going to bed.
  For more information on safe 
home heating visit the Cal Fire 
website at www.fire.ca.gov

Sam & Jessica
Medina

510.481.8400
“Your Neighbor & Realtor!”

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT &

REAL ESTATE SALES

(510) 326-4263

“Realtors in Motion”
Ballroom Dancers

“The Agents with the Visual Tours”

Visit us @
www.ListedbyAntonio.com

R.E. eBroker Inc. • A Virtual Real Estate Brokerage

Sales ~ Property Management ~ Leasing

581 E. 14th St.  •  San Leandro  •  632-1234
www.deadrich.com CBRE #00360465

Robert Jones   Associates

Robert JonesMatt Jones John Chovanes

and
Selling San Leandro Since 1964  •  www.RobertJonesandAssociates.com

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 357-0120

1103 MacArthur Blvd. • San Leandro • (510) 568-6171 • www.RinettiCo.com

 

Dave Adams
510-637-8136

dave@daveCadams.com
Coldwell Banker

BRE # 01740758

How to Prepare to  
Sell? Call Dave!

  Prune
  Prune fruit trees and vines this month and next, but 
only after all of the leaves have fallen. Pruning plants 
that are not fully dormant leads to disease and damage to 
the tree tissue. Don’t prune roses until mix-January.

  Vegetables
  Transplant globe artichokes, Jerusalem artichokes, 
asparagus, broccoli, cabbages, cauliflower, horseradish 
and rhubarb. Dig the soil when it’s not waterlogged. If 
you squeeze a handful of soil and it stays in a lump, it’s 
too wet to dig.

  Flowers
  Transplant azaleas, camellias, ornamental cabbage 
and kale, cyclamen, primroses and pansies. Be on the 
lookout for snails. If you prefer not using pesticides, use 
a flashlight to handpick them just after dark . If the plants 
are dry, sprinkle them at dusk which will encourage the 
snails to come out of their hiding places.

Serving the San Francisco Bay Area

Your Neighborhood Real Estate Specialists
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By Buzz Bertolero
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

What are the general 
rules about mulching 
plants for cold weather 
protection? I see very 

little being done, but I’m new 
to the area.

 
Mulching plants with 
straw and other materi-
als are used to insulate 

their roots when the ground 
freezes. 
  Fortunately, the ground never 
freezes in the Bay Area, so 
mulching isn’t necessary. But 
we do get freezing temperatures 
that damage and even kill many 
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Water Container Plants Before a Frost

Q

A

plants. Summer color and other 
soft tissue, herbaceous plants 
are the first to go. 
  The key to the damage with 
woody ornamental plants is 
how long the temperatures stay 
below 32°F after the sun rises 
and how much moisture there is 
in the ground. 
  Cold temperatures are a 
descant, withdrawing moisture 
from plant cells at a very rapid 
rate. This results in the burnt 
or brown foliage and in severe 
cases, the plants don’t recover. 
Hence it’s essential to water 
container plants before a frost. 
  Frost damage is a concern 
when the air is still and never 
an issue during windy condi-

tions. The wind chill factor is of 
no concern with plants, as they 
have no central nervous system. 
Only the actual temperature 
affects them. 
  Herbaceous herbs such as 
parsley, basil, and others don’t 
survive most cold periods and 
must be replanted each spring. 
Sage, oregano, rosemary and 
other woody varieties are not 
affective by our winter tem-
peratures. 
  We protect cold-sensitive 
plants like citrus, bougainvil-
leas, mandeville’s, hibiscus and 
others with Bonide Wilt Stop 
or Cloud Cover. These products 
put a protective film or barrier 
on the leaves. I like to refer to 

them as ‘ChapStick’ for plants. 
  Also, plants can be covered 
with N-Sulate or a similar plant 
blanket. N-Sulate is a UV treat-
ed, reusable tarp-like covering 
available at many garden cen-
ters. It is used to drape groups 
or clusters of plants. 
  You could also use sheets or 
blankets, but plastic sheeting is 
not recommended. With plastic, 
the cold travels right through 
the material. This is not the 
case with the other materials. 
Plastic could be used as long 
as you ‘tent’ the plants keeping 
the material from contacting the 
leaves. It is not recommended 
to wrap plants long term as 
we do with water pipes for the 

winter.  
  Typically, we would expect 
our coldest temperatures in 
January and February. It is not 
recommended to prune off any 
frost damaged until March.  
  Buzz Bertolero is an Advance 

California Certified Nursery 
Professional. The Dirt Garden-
er’s website is www.dirtgarden-
er.com and questions can be 
sent by email to buzz@dirtgar-
demer.com  or on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/Buzz.Bertolero

RECENT HOME SALES
San Leandro —————————
3811 Yorkshire Street #2 	 94578: $435,000 2 BD - 918 SF - 1987  
357 Maud Avenue 	 94577: $475,000 2 BD - 1,568 SF - 1972  
16800 Los Banos Street 	 94578: $508,000 4 BD - 1,603 SF - 1955  
1353 Jean Way 	 94577: $515,000 2 BD - 995 SF - 1942  
891 Martin Boulevard 	 94577: $545,000 2 BD - 817 SF - 1942  
2078 Trombas Avenue 	 94577: $605,000 2 BD - 1,009 SF - 1944  
1661 Grand Avenue 	 94577: $610,000 3 BD - 1,060 SF - 1946  
1096 Auburn Avenue 	 94579: $615,000 3 BD - 1,081 SF - 1951  
15305 Churchill Street 	 94579: $630,000 3 BD - 1,092 SF - 1950  
3733 Carmel Way 	 94578: $650,000 3 BD - 1,606 SF - 1954  
1582 Wayne Avenue 	 94577: $670,000 4 BD - 1,968 SF - 1942  
380 Bowling Green Street 	 94577: $680,000 3 BD - 1,067 SF - 1942  
1060 Belleau Street 	 94579: $700,000 3 BD - 1,419 SF - 1958  
523 Warden Avenue 	 94577: $730,000 4 BD - 2,080 SF - 1946  
1910 Lomita Drive 	 94578: $751,000 3 BD - 2,115 SF - 1968  
15568 Baypoint Avenue 	 94579: $827,000 4 BD - 2,405 SF - 2000  
16621 Selby Drive 	 94578: $830,000 3 BD - 1,837 SF - 1965  
2093 Fairway Drive 	 94577: $1,300,000 8 BD - 3,240 SF - 1963  
1049 Via Honda 	 194580: $700,000 3 BD - 1,484 SF - 1965  
TOTAL SALES:	 19	
LOWEST AMOUNT:	 $315,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:	 $630,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:	 $1,300,000	 AVERAGE AMOUNT:	 $652,157

Castro Valley ————————
18110 Apricot Way 	 94546: $814,000 3 BD - 2,248 SF - 2002  
18651 Pepper Street 	 94546: $875,000 3 BD - 1,562 SF - 2000  
19998 Shadow Creek Cir 	 94552: $925,000 4 BD - 1,970 SF - 1999  
20967 Glenwood Drive 	 94552: $935,000 3 BD - 2,197 SF - 1994  
18549 Greenridge Court 	 94552:  $1,125,000	
18549 Greenridge Court 	 94552: $1,125,000     2,119 SF - 1976  
20175 San Miguel Ave 	 94546: $1,850,000 3 BD - 756 SF - 1953  
7144 Dublin Meadows St 	 94568: $540,000 2 BD - 1,007 SF - 1992  
TOTAL SALES:	 8	
LOWEST AMOUNT:	 $508,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:	 $930,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:	 $1,850,000	 AVERAGE AMOUNT:  $1,019,625

Last summer, I repaint-
ed the garage. Because I 
had plans to paint some 
other rooms, I wrapped 

up the rollers and brushes in old 
plastic shopping bags to keep the 
paint damp. And then ... I forgot 
about them. This morning while 
cleaning my workspace, I found 
them again. The paint has hard-
ened to stone. Can I save the 
brushes and rollers, or do I need 
to just buy all new stuff? 

I’m not going to judge. 
I’ve let far too many 
paint-laden brushes dry 
out myself when I got 

distracted. But you should defi-
nitely try to salvage the brushes 
and rollers before shelling out 
money for new paint supplies. 
  First, confirm what kind of 
paint you used in the garage last 
summer by checking the label 
on the cans of leftover paint. It 
most likely was latex-based in-
terior paint, but oil-based paint 
is still in use. 
  The good news is, latex is the 
easiest paint to clean up, even 
when it’s been dried on for some 
time. Don’t use solvents like 
turpentine, alcohol, gasoline 
or anything else to clean latex, 
and don’t listen to anyone who 
insists you use these chemicals. 
  To clean latex paint off your 
brushes and rollers, fill a pail or 
utility sink with warm, soapy 
water. (Plain dish soap is fine.) 
Peel the plastic shopping bags 
off the brushes and discard them. 

Tips for Salvaging Old Paint Brushes
By Samantha Mazzotta
Special to the Times

If pieces of the plastic stick to 
the rollers or brushes, just leave 
them on, rather than potentially 
damaging the brushes by trying 
to pry them off. Drop the brush-
es and rollers into the soapy wa-
ter and let them sit for at least 20 
minutes. 
  Check to see if the dried latex 
is loosening up, being careful 
not to bend or tug at the bristles 
of the paintbrushes. If they’re 
still stiff with paint, the bris-
tles could fray or break. Keep 
soaking them, checking every 
20 minutes or so, until the latex 
loosens from the bristles and 
roller sponges, and you can easi-
ly push it off the brushes.
  (If the brushes are still stiff or 
have bits of paint stuck to them, 
try soaking the bristles in boil-
ing-hot white vinegar for about 
five minutes, then run a stiff ny-
lon or plastic brush (never met-
al) through the bristles.)
  Rinse the soapy water off, 
shake or spin the rollers and 
brushes to get rid of excess wa-

ter, and let them dry on sheet of 
newspaper or clean towels.
  Oil paint is a different matter. 
If you used oil-based paint and it 
has dried, you can try salvaging 
the brushes by soaking them in 
mineral spirits or paint thinner 
for several minutes. Make sure 
the room is well-ventilated, and 
that you wear gloves and eye 
protection during this process. 
  Roller sponges with oil paint 
dried on them may not be sal-
vagable but if you need to pry 
them off the roller handles, 
apply mineral spirits or paint 

thinner to the ends to loosen the 
dried paint.
  Finally, store rollers upright 
and either hang brushes up or 
store them in a clean paint can, 
handles down and brushes up-
ward.
  Home Tip: To easily hang up 
paintbrushes, run a wire or twine 
across the front of a storage shelf 
and either thread the brushes 
onto the wire by the holes in 
their handles, or attach pegboard 
hooks to the wire and hang the 
brushes from them. 

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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  Mortgage rates dropped sig-
nificantly last week after several 
weeks of moderating.
  The 30-year fixed rate fell to 
4.63 percent last week – the lowest 
it has been since mid-September. 
Mortgage rates have either fallen 
or remained flat for five consec-
utive weeks and purchase appli-
cants are responding with an up-

Mortgage Rates Drop to 
Lowest Point in 3 Months

tick in demand given these lower 
rates. 
  Fifteen-year home loan rates 
last week averaged 4.07 percent, 
down from 4.21 percent. A year 
ago at this time, the 15-year rate 
averaged 3.36 percent. 
  Five-year hybrid adjustable-rate 
mortgages (ARMs) averaged 4.04 
percent, down from 4.07. 

For more information, Call Tere Lee, CRS, 
at (510) 305-8827.

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

And, a special  
THANK YOU 

to the Marina Seagate  
Residents who donated Food 
Bags to the Alameda County 

Community Food Bank!

Michelle Ross Miller
Real Estate Broker

BRE# 01012751

"Because You Deserve More"
510.701.3442 • michelle.miller@compass.com

Licensed Since 1989 ~ Estudillo Estates Resident since 1990

Independently owned brokerages, Pacific Union & Compass Real 
Estate recently merged. I'm excited about Compass because they pro-
vide world class technology and high level marketing for my clients, 
which would not be financially feasible for a company with limited 
resources. Additionally, the impressive group of engineers and sup-
port staff that work in the background, 
came to Compass from some of the 
most successful companies in business 
today. 

One of my favorite new listing 
tools is called Compass Concierge. If 
the property is eligible, Compass pays 
up front for the cosmetic fix-ups, stag-
ing, landscaping etc. and the seller 
reimburses the company at the close 
of escrow. It's a very exciting program.

The real estate industry is chang-
ing rapidly and the old way of doing 
business is no longer enough. Please 
contact me for additional information 
or to discuss your real estate needs.

From Michelle:
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Thank-You…
Tender Loving Care for

advertising with us for over 10 years!

We truly appreciate all
of our advertisers!

San Leandro Times / Castro Valley Forum

REACH OVER 60,000 READERS
Advertise your services in 
both of our newspapers… 
at one low price!

HOME
SERVICES
DIRECTORY
For More Information, 

Call  614-1558

CASTRO VALLEY FORUM
San Leandro Times

Construction

(510) 909-8552
FREE ESTIMATES  •  LIC. #818840

www.bayareacontractor.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Additions / Remodels

Kitchens / Baths • French Drains
Foundations / Dry Rot / Stucco

Retaining Walls / Patios
Decks / Construction & Repair

� �

Painting

Diego Painting
• Residential/

Commercial
• Interior/

Exterior
• Power Washing

(510) 331-6152

Lic. #855054 • diegopainting@comcast.net
www.diegopainting.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Roofing

Call Now For A Free Written
Roof Analysis & Estimate

Serving San Leandro & The Entire
Bay Area. For Those Who Demand

Superior Personalized Attention.
SINCE 1975 / FULLY INSURED

Complete Residential & Commercial 
Roof Systems

(510) 357-5116

K     R E E D     R O O F I N G

Lic. #311818

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Plumbing

510-969-4358
LIC. #904794

Compare
Our Prices!
FREE ESTIMATES
24/7 SERVICE

CAPELLI PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING

Military & Senior Discounts
Family Owned & Operated

Gardening / Tree Service

EXCELLENT REFERENCES / SINCE 1994
INSURED / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / UNLICENSED

CALL 510-385-2122

TREE SERVICE

PEREZ
Gardening &
Maintenance

Pruning, Topping, Removing, Synthetic
Grass Installation, Planting, New Lawns &
Lawn Care, Sprinkler Systems, Lots & Hill-
sides Cleaned & Planted, Drainage/Gutters,
Fences, Decks, Patios, Arbors, Concrete, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES

Painting

Q Residential & Commercial
Q Interior & Exterior Painting
Q Drywall
Q Home Restoration
Q Custom Finishes

Painting the Bay Area
Since 1983

510-919-7903
Coastbrushworks.com

Lic. #662915

Fences/Decks

FREE ESTIMATES!
510-706-6189

Randy McFarland

Fence Leaning?
Don’t Replace…
Repair & Save!
*Reinforcement of existing
fences is my only buisness,

Rotted posts are my specialty.

Advertise with us
today in the

HOME SERVICES
DIRECTORY

HAVE SERVICES?

REACH OVER 60,000 READERS
Advertise your services in 
both of our newspapers… 
at one low price!

For More Information, Call  614-1558

CASTRO VALLEY FORUM
San Leandro Times

HOME SERVICES
DIRECTORY

REACH OVER 60,000 READERS
Call today for ad rates 

and availability.

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Call  614-1558

www.tlc-housecleaning.com
510-481-9193

House Cleaning Service
Family Owned Since 1980

WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

BONDED & INSURED  •  ALL TAXES PAID

EMPLOYEES
COVERED BY
WORKERS’

COMP. STATE
DISABILITY
INSURANCE FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing
in detailed

cleaning tailored
to your home

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

HAVE SERVICES? CALL US

REACH OVER
60,000
READERS BY
ADVERTISING 
IN THE

ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 65,000ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 65,000

SERVICES
10 words
(1 week)

Call 510-614-1558 (Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m - 5 p.m.)
2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA  94577

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD TO VIEW THE CLASSIFIED ADS
Visit our Websites 24 hours a day

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE
New ads, cancellations or ad changes:

MONDAY BY 5:00 P.M.www.sanleandrotimes.com
www.castrovalleyforum.com

510-614-1558
510-483-4209

VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER ACCEPTED

RENTALS
10 words
(1 week)

10 words
(3 weeks)

HELP WANTED
10 words
(1 week)

GARAGE SALES
10 words
(1 week)

10 words
(3 weeks)

CALL

EMAIL

$35$35 $30$30 $35$35 $30$30 $35$35 $30$30

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD ON OUR WEBSITE AND SAVE $5 PER WEEK OFF THE ABOVE PRICES!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

AUTOMOBILES/TRUCKS
CYCLES/TRAVEL TRAILERS

1972 Honda CL-450 Scrambler. 
Original paint & graphics, red. 
$1,700.   510-878-2698.

SELL YOUR CAR OR TRUCK  
with a Classified Ad

For more info or to place an ad
call 510-614-1558

San Leandro Times/Castro Valley Forum

AUTOMOBILES WANTED

I  buy used Travel trailers and Pop-
up trailers. Please call Miller 510-
209-7524.

CHURCH

You’re Invited!
NATIVITY OF JESUS LIVE

Dec. 18, 19, 20, 21
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Drive by and experience the    
Living Nativity. Live actors       

portraying the birth of Jesus.
Castro Valley Church of the     

Nazarene, 19230 Lake Chabot 
Road, Castro Valley  581-8377

www.castrovalleynaz.org

CONCRETE SERVICE
*AFFORDABLE CONCRETE. Drive-
ways, Walkways, Patios, Retaining 
Walls, etc. Lic.#868589. 510-575-1163

*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio, 
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete, 
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1004427. Milo  
510-502-9336.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE
Need Contractor Service?
Check our HOME SERVICE 
& CLASSIFIED ads for help!

Castro Valley Forum/San Leandro Times

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

*LOOKING  FOR  WORK?
Check the Help Wanted ads on    
the next page of this newspaper.

Also: Limited Time Offer! You  
can run  a FREE 15 word “Employ-

ment Wanted” ad. Ad runs in       
the San Leandro Times & Castro 
Valley Forum. Call  510-614-1558

to place an ad or for more info.
(Some restrictions may apply)

Licensed preschool teacher can 
babysit evenings/ weekends. I have 
First Aid and CPR Training. Call 
Sherry  510-329-7267.

FENCES/DECKS

FENCE LEANING? Don’t  replace... 
repair  and  save!  Call Randy  510-
706-6189.

A.T. WOOD FENCES & DECKS 
Fence, Concrete, Tree, Lawns, 
Painting,  Cleanups.  510-507-1457/ 
510-507-0968.

GARAGE SALES

CASTRO VALLEY
ESTATE SALE 12/22  &  12/23, 
10am-2pm. 2718 Jennifer Drive, 
Castro  Valley.  510-340-6751.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

VIEW the CLASSIFIED Ads
Online at

sanleandrotimes.com  or
castrovalleyforum.com

For help or for more info call
510-614-1558.  E.B. Publishing

FENCES/DECKS

                                                                       



Handyman

HANDYMAN
SERVICES
Serving Castro Valley &

San Leandro for 28 Years

Big or Small —
We Do It All!

(925) 548-4202

Hardwood Flooring

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Jeff Today!

510-366-6491
Lic. #803455

FERREIRA’S
HARDWOOD FLOORING
Sand • Install • Refinish

Glista • Oil Base
25 Years Experience

www.tlc-housecleaning.com
510-481-9193

House Cleaning

House Cleaning Service
Family Owned Since 1980

WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

BONDED & INSURED  •  ALL TAXES PAID

EMPLOYEES
COVERED BY
WORKERS’

COMP. STATE
DISABILITY
INSURANCE FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing
in detailed

cleaning tailored
to your home

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Whatever your specialty, the place 
to advertise is in the…

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Delivered to 32,736 homes in
San Leandro, over
20,000 homes in
Castro Valley, and
another 8,264 are
delivered to
businesses and
libraries.

MEMBER

Roofing

$200.00 OFF
COMPLETE REROOFING WITH TEAR-OFF

One Coupon Per Customer  •  Expires 1/31/19

(510) 538-1530(510) 538-1530

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED

Over 25 Years Experience
Reroofs  •  Repairs  •  Inspections

Dry Rot Repair  •  Seamless Gutters 
(Pre-painted)

FREE ESTIMATESCastro Valley      Lic. #642517 • Insured/Bonded

Roofing

+  New Roofs  +  Re-Roofs  +  Roof Repairs  +

•  ASPHALT SHINGLES
•  FIREPROOF TILE & SLATE
•  CEDAR/SHAKE SHINGLES
•  METAL ROOF SYSTEMS
•  TAR & GRAVEL
•  SINGLE-PLY SYSTEMS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

BANNER ROOFING CO.

510-895-4433

WWLICENSED / BONDED / INSURED  •  2424 CLEMENT ST., ALAMEDA

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
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+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

WE CONTROL
YOUR RAIN!

� � � �
ALL TYPES OF
ROOF REPAIRS

� � � �
PROFESSIONAL
WORKMANSHIP

� � � �
FREE ESTIMATES

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
LIC # 657692   BBB A+

•  SEAMLESS ALUMINUM,
•  PREPAINTED IN 20 COLORS
•  GALVANIZED 5”, 6” & 7”
•  COPPER GUTTER SYSTEMS
•  SHEETMETAL FABRICATION
•  OVERHANG SOFFIT & FASCIA
•  CLEANING & REPAIRS

GUTTER TYPES

ROOFING TYPES

20%
OFF

20% OFF ANY OF OUR ROOFING & GUTTER SERVICES
20% OFF ANY COMPLETE OR PARTIAL ROOFING JOB
20% OFF ANY COMPLETE OR PARTIAL GUTTER JOB
20% OFF ANY ROOFING OR GUTTER REPAIR JOB

ONE DISCOUNT PER HOUSEHOLD

REACH OVER 60,000 READERS
Call today for ad rates 

and availability.

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Call  614-1558
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GARAGE SALES

SAN LEANDRO
*FALL CLEANUP!!!

Time to clean out your Attic,   
Garage, Basement (House)!!!

Get your items together and 
place a GARAGE SALE ad in 
the San Leandro Times and    
the Castro Valley Forum for     

as little as $30.
To place an ad

Call  510-614-1558

GARDENING

*BEAUTY GARDEN LANDSCAPING
Design - Construction - Maintenance. 
Cleanups, New Lawn, Artificial 
Grass, Irrigation, Patios, Pathways, 
Brick, Stone, Concrete Fence/ 
Decks. Free Estimates! Lic.#925130. 
510-691-8852.

*NAVA'S COMPLETE GARDENING:
Mowing,  trees,  cleanup/hauling. 
FREE estimates. 510-512-5857

NEED Gardening Service? 
Check the advertisers in our 

“Home Servic Directory” and 

our “Classified Ads” for help!

GIVEAWAYS

FREE - Toilet, complete with tank, 
valves, and seat. Looks and works 
great. About 5 yrs old. 510-813-7864.

VIEW the Classified Ads

Online at
sanleandrotimes.com or
castrovalleyforum.com

IT’S EASY!
For more info call 

614-1558

HANDYMAN SERVICE
HANDY PEOPLE. Any type of job. 
No  job  too  small. 510-934-1251.

Handyman Service Unlimited. 
Honest  dependable  work  at  good 
rates. Carpentry, floors, gutters, 
plumbing, decks, windows, trees, 
painting, iron work, etc. FREE 
estimates.  Call  Zuri  510-978-6620.

HOME IMPROVEMENT. FREE 
Estimates. Residential Interior/ 
Exterior. Roofing, Painting, 
Concrete, Sheetrock, Fencing, 
Ceramic Tile, Texturing, Decks, 
Siding     Repair,     Bathrooms/  
Kitchens, Remodeling, Carpentry, 
Hauling, Cleanups, etc. Jose 
Cruz   510-294-9017.

TORRES, A PERFECT HANDYMAN  
•Honest  •Dependable  •Responsible
Painting, Plumbing, Retaining Walls, 

Fences, Tiles, etc. FREE  Estimates. 
510-305-3205

HAULING SERVICE
*SMALL/LARGE JOBS. Wood, 
trash, concrete, furniture. Low 
rates. 510-268-1412/ 510-631-5463.

HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

HELP WANTED

GENERAL

*LOOKING  FOR  WORK?
Check the Help Wanted ads        

in this newspaper.

Also: Limited Time Offer! If you 
are looking for a job you can run a 
FREE 15 word “Employment Want-
ed” ad. Ad runs in the San Leandro 

Times & Castro Valley Forum.   
Call  510-614-1558 to place an    

ad or for more info.
(Some restrictions may apply)

Do you need some help at 
your business?

To place an Help Wanted ad
call 510-614-1558

Your ad will run in and the Castro
Valley Forum on Wednesday and 

the San Leandro Times on Thursday.
Find help and support your local 

newspaper at the same time!
- Thank you -

General office clerical support
for CV based Hansen Landscape. 
Answer phones, filing, misc paper-
work. Applicant must be willing 
to learn computer payroll, accounts 
payables and receivables. Pay will 
increase as you learn our 
operations. $16 to $20/hr to start 
depending upon experience. PT
or FT availability negotiable. PT
minimal  benefits  or  FT full  bene-
fits. Please email your resume 
or info  about  yourself  and  your 
availability to Steve Hansen at: 
Hansen.steve@comcast.net   Please  
do  not  call.

Do you love helping people? 
Carlton Senior Living is the place for 
you! Now Hiring, various positions 
and schedules. Walk-ins welcomed 
1000 E.14th St. or visit our website 
www.Car l tonSeniorL iv ing.com 
to apply online.

HELP WANTED

Temporary Work – 2 Job Open-
ings – Starting: 01/15/2019 and 
ending: 11/15/2019

General maintenance of hives, in-
specting hives, bees, frames, treat-
ing and fixing as necessary to pro-
ducing queens.  Bee queens need 
to be replaced regularly to ensure 
the continuation of beekeeping. 
The employee needs to have no 
fear of bees, not be allergic to pol-
len and bee stings and be able to 
lift 50lbs repeatedly.  Job requires 
frequent stooping and repetitive 
movements.  The employee also 
needs to have a valid driver’s li-
cense to transport hives.  Must 
have an Apiary certification or be 
able to obtain one in 30 days. Will 
be working in hot and cold weath-
er.  Require 3 months experience 
as a Bee Keeper. The employer, 
Corneliu Prelipceanu DBA Elsi 
Bees from San Leandro/Castro 
Valley, CA will pay the AEWR rate 
of $13.18/hr. The employer guar-
antees 3/4 of the workdays in the 
work contract. The work tools, sup-
plies and equipment are provided 
without cost to the worker, if appli-
cable. Free housing is provided to 
workers who cannot reasonably re-
turn to their permanent residence 
at the end of the workday. Trans-
portation and subsistence expens-
es to the worksite will be provided 
or paid by the employer upon com-
pletion of 50% of the work contract 
or earlier.  Workers interested in 
the job should contact the Tri-Val-
ley One Stop Career Center, 6300 
Village Pkwy, Suite 100, Dublin, 
CA 94568 Phone: 925-560-9439 or 
your nearest local State Workforce 
agency and mention job order 
number:  CA 16320659.

HELP WANTED

HEALTH CARE
Direct Care Staff / DSP, to work 
with D.D. Adults in care home in 
San Leandro. Overnights, weekends 
and  afternoons  available.  Salary+ 
benefits.  510-563-5140.

TAX ACCOUNTANT
Castro Valley CPA firm  seeking  
tax accountant with ability to 
prepare complex individual tax 
returns for 25+ hours/week during 
tax  season.  Email  resume  to: 
sue.mckinneyt@sbcglobal.net

HOUSE CLEANING
*CONNIE’S NATURAL CLEANING

Licensed/     Insured/     Bonded
Make Your  Home  a  Pleasant       

and   Healthy  Environment 
www.conniesnatural.com

Call  510-506-5053

Cristina House Cleaning, free 
estimates,  senior  discount. Bus.-Lic.  
#121121.  510-825-0459.

WALTON’S  JANITORIAL
Licensed / Bonded / Local

For a SPARKLE CLEAN
OFFICE or Home
Windows • Floors

• Carpets • Restrooms

Phone 352-7948
Member of S.L. Chamber of Comm.

HOUSE SITTING
Do you NEED A HOUSE SITTER/ 
Caretaker from Jan. 4 to April 15. 
Call Bill 812-225-9046, San Leandro 
area.

LOST & FOUND
FOUND - Large Orange Tabby cat at 
E. 14th St. & Davis Street in San 
Leandro.  Call  650-274-5231.

FOUND - Large Siamese cat in San 
Lorenzo. Call 510-276-7440

PLEASE help  us  find  our  dog 
“Snowball”, 1 yr old male all white 
15 lb mixed breed. Lost on 12/7/18 at 
Stenzel Park in San Leandro. RE-
WARD. Call 415-652-2842.

MISC. FOR SALE

ANTIQUES
Antiques, collectibles, 1999 Dodge 
Van, Children's stuff, etc. Don 
510-921-8524.

SPORTS
Razor Ripstik Caster Board with 
lighted wheels, black with orange, in 
excellent condition. $25. Call Patrick  
510-517-3351.

VARIOUS ITEMS
FAWSsit fold away portable shower, 
excellent condition. $1,200 o.b.o. Call 
510-363-4219.

All private party ads are prepaid 
(paid in advance). Use your M/C, 
VISA or DISCOVER card, mail 
in your payment, or stop by our 
office  to  place  an  ad.

“MISC. FOR SALE” ads
run 3 WEEKS for the price
of 1 week. Call 614-1558.

MISC. WANTED

WANTED: Electric typewriter.... in 
good condition. Call 510-686-1910.

WANTED: Reel to reel tapes (for 
tape recorder). Call Patrick at 510-
517-3351.

MUSICAL
SERVICES LESSONS

EAST BAY MUSICIAN has moved
to: 19067 Lowell Avenue, Hayward. 
Lessons, Good with Kids. Call 510-
427-3955.

PAINTING SERVICE

NEED  PAINTING  WORK? 
Check the TIMES & FORUM 

Home Service ads for help. We 
really appreciate our advertisers!  

Patrick V.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

HH
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

*SCOTT HARRISON - Realtor
Coldwell Banker  510-388-4536

RENTALS

APARTMENTS
Castro Valley 2-bedroom, 1-bath, 
Walk to BART and Village. Gated, 
laundry, pool, fitness. $2,395. 510-
582-8389.

www.bartplazaapartments.com

Hayward 1-bedrooms  $1,425 - 
$1,525, 2-bedrooms $1,695 - $1,795 
(check availability). Patios, balconies, 
pool, ample parking, storage, spa-
cious.  510-887-6633.

Hayward spacious 1-bedroom 
$1,200+,  2-bedroom  $1,500+.  Bal-
cony,  patio,  pool.  510-581-4702.

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

SERVICES

SELL YOUR CAR OR TRUCK  
with a Classified Ad

For more info or to place an ad
call 510-614-1558

San Leandro Times/Castro Valley Forum

NEED - Handyman Service?
Check the Classified Ads under 
“HANDYMAN SERVICE” for help.

TREE SERVICE
*A CAREFUL TREE    SERVICE.  
Certified. Arborist. Lic.#694067. Trim-
ming, Removals. FREE Estimates. 
Bonded.  Call  510-581-7377.

YOUR INFO

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

GIVEAWAYS

Need Remodeling?
How about a new
kitchen or bath?

CHECK OUT OUR
CLASSIFIED ADS

&
HOME SERVICES

FOR HELP!

THANK-YOU
for supporting the Castro Valley
Forum and San Leandro Times!

We greatly appreciate our many
advertisers who make it possible for

us to publish these newspapers.

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS ONLINE!
CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

Attention
Classified &

Home Services
Directory

Advertisers
Classified & Home Service ads
run in both the Castro Valley

Forum and San Leandro Times.

TOTAL CIRCULATION
60,500

Call Patrick at 614-1558
for details and rates.

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
CALL  614-1558

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR

VIEW ALL
CLASSIFIEDS

ONLINE!
CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

SELL YOUR CAR
OR TRUCK NOW!

10 word maximum ($1.00 for each addi-
tional word). Private party ads only (no
dealers). Some restrictions may apply. For
more information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

$25
Runs for 3 weeks in both the San
Leandro Times & Castro Valley
Forum for only…

Complete Garage
Sale Kit Included

Call 614-1558
or place your ad online at
www.sanleandrotimes.com or
www.castrovalleyforum.com
Only $20 (10 words or less — $1.00
for each additional word). For more
information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

with the purchase
of any Garage
Sale ad in the
San Leandro
Times and Castro
Valley Forum.

GARAGE
SALE

• SPECIAL OFFER •

Your ad will run in the San Leandro
Times and Castro Valley Forum, as well
as online on our website, for 12 weeks.

Private party ads only (no dealers).
Some restrictions may apply. For more
information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

FREE

Place your Automobile or
Truck 10-word ad online
at sanleandrotimes.com

or castrovalleyforum.com
and your ad runs…

ONLY 10-WORD AUTOMOBILE OR
TRUCK ADS PLACED ONLINE ARE FREE.

You may rent your property with
a sign in the window or with an
ad on the internet… But why not
also advertise your rental in both
the San Leandro Times & Castro
Valley Forum for as little as $25,
and reach over 60,000 readers!
TO PLACE AN AD, CALL 614-1558

ATTENTION
LANDLORDS

BUY, SELL & SAVE
HERE IN YOUR LOCAL

MARKETPLACE

BUY, SELL & SAVE
HERE IN YOUR LOCAL

MARKETPLACE

All real estate advertised in the CASTRO
VALLEY FORUM and SAN LEANDRO
TIMES is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference, limitation or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handi-
cap, marital status, na-
tional origin or intention
to make any such pref-
erence, limitation or
discrimination.

EASTBAY PUBLISHING, INC. will not
knowingly accept any advertisements
for real estate that is in violation of the
law. All persons are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised are
available on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Need Remodeling?
How about a new
kitchen or bath?

CHECK OUT OUR
CLASSIFIED ADS

&
HOME SERVICES

FOR HELP!

THANK-YOU
for supporting the Castro Valley
Forum and San Leandro Times!

We greatly appreciate our many
advertisers who make it possible for

us to publish these newspapers.

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS ONLINE!
CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

Attention
Classified &

Home Services
Directory

Advertisers
Classified & Home Service ads
run in both the Castro Valley

Forum and San Leandro Times.

TOTAL CIRCULATION
60,500

Call Patrick at 614-1558
for details and rates.

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
CALL  614-1558

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR

VIEW ALL
CLASSIFIEDS

ONLINE!
CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

SELL YOUR CAR
OR TRUCK NOW!

10 word maximum ($1.00 for each addi-
tional word). Private party ads only (no
dealers). Some restrictions may apply. For
more information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

$25
Runs for 3 weeks in both the San
Leandro Times & Castro Valley
Forum for only…

Complete Garage
Sale Kit Included

Call 614-1558
or place your ad online at
www.sanleandrotimes.com or
www.castrovalleyforum.com
Only $20 (10 words or less — $1.00
for each additional word). For more
information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

with the purchase
of any Garage
Sale ad in the
San Leandro
Times and Castro
Valley Forum.

GARAGE
SALE

• SPECIAL OFFER •

Your ad will run in the San Leandro
Times and Castro Valley Forum, as well
as online on our website, for 12 weeks.

Private party ads only (no dealers).
Some restrictions may apply. For more
information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

FREE

Place your Automobile or
Truck 10-word ad online
at sanleandrotimes.com

or castrovalleyforum.com
and your ad runs…

ONLY 10-WORD AUTOMOBILE OR
TRUCK ADS PLACED ONLINE ARE FREE.

You may rent your property with
a sign in the window or with an
ad on the internet… But why not
also advertise your rental in both
the San Leandro Times & Castro
Valley Forum for as little as $25,
and reach over 60,000 readers!
TO PLACE AN AD, CALL 614-1558

ATTENTION
LANDLORDS

BUY, SELL & SAVE
HERE IN YOUR LOCAL

MARKETPLACE

BUY, SELL & SAVE
HERE IN YOUR LOCAL

MARKETPLACE

All real estate advertised in the CASTRO
VALLEY FORUM and SAN LEANDRO
TIMES is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference, limitation or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handi-
cap, marital status, na-
tional origin or intention
to make any such pref-
erence, limitation or
discrimination.

EASTBAY PUBLISHING, INC. will not
knowingly accept any advertisements
for real estate that is in violation of the
law. All persons are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised are
available on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.
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Rebecca Chualong brings lunch for the homeless a couple times a week at Root Park.

TIMES FILE PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES

Meadow Presley affixed tiles to a mosaic planter with an Ohlone theme in May in down-
town San Leandro. 

TIMES FILE PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES

2018: Some Alameda County administrators highest paid in the state
continued from page 5

see 2018, page 16

school an estimated $200,000 to 
re-brand with the Grizzly logo.

March
• On March 14, someone at 

San Leandro High wrote a school 
shooting threat on a bathroom 
wall, leading to a 4-hour campus 
lockdown and the cancellation of 
classes the next day. Dozens of 
worried parents gathered outside 
the school while police investi-
gated the threat, using police dogs 
to search the campus. The threat 
was eventually determined to not 
be credible. 

• A week later, a 15-year-

old student was caught with a 
semi-automatic gun on campus 
at Arroyo High and arrested. 
In May, a 16-year-old student 
brought a loaded gun onto the 
San Lorenzo High campus. No 
one was injured in any of the 
incidents. 

• Mayor Pauline Cutter de-
livered the annual “State of the 
City,” declaring San Leandro “a 
city where kindness matters.”

April
• The East Bay Municipal 

Utility District marked the 112th 
anniversary of the great San 
Francisco quake by giving a tour 

of their sites around the East 
Bay and showing off flexible 
pipes and retrofitted reservoirs 
to prove they are prepared for the 
“Big One.”

• The Alameda County Sher-
iff's Office announced plans 
to take over operations at the 
REACH Ashland Youth Cen-
ter, but hundreds attended a 
standing-room-only community 
meeting to dispute that plan. 
Opponents said that kids would 
be intimidated by an overt po-
lice presence at REACH and 
questioned why law enforcement 
would be involved in what is es-
sentially a youth social services 

program. Supervisor Nate Miley, 
who had suggested the sheriff’s 
takeover, withdrew his request 
but left the door open for the sher-
iff's office to do so in the future.

• The San Leandro Unified 
School District was named an 
Advanced Placement District of 
the Year by the College Board, an 
award given to just three school 
districts in the nation. 

May
• The annual salaries of Al-

ameda County’s top employees 
continued to be among the highest 
in the state. Administrator Susan 
Muranishi was paid $775,000 in-
cluding benefits, nearly $300,000 

more than the next highest paid 
county administer in California.  
Alameda County Sheriff Greg 
Ahern’s pension and benefits 

totaled more than $630,000 and 
District Attorney Nancy O’Mal-
ley’s totaled $487,000.

THE TIMES CROSSWORD

ANSWERS ON PAGE 3

ACROSS
	 1	 Trumpet
	 5	 Recipe meas.
	 8	 Arduous journey
	12	 Reed instrument
	13	 Pussy-Cat’s partner
	14	 Present
	15	 Freebie
	17	 Wedding symbol
	18	 “Golly!”
	19	 Illuminated
	20	 Actor Tommy Lee
	21	 Automaton, for short
	22	 Not many
	23	 Strictly __ nous
	26	 Excise
	30	 Old Italian money
	31	 Godfather’s address
	32	 Greet silently
	33	 Abandon the nest
	35	 Gold measure
	36	 Child
	37	 Whatever number
	38	 Caesar, for one
	41	 Saturnian saucer?
	42	 Locate
	45	 Cabbage salad
	46	 Hidden passenger
	48	 Passport endorsement
	49	 Rowing need
	50	 Foundation
	51	 Annoyingly slow
	52	 Definite article
	53	 Picnic invaders

DOWN
	 1	 “Dukes of Hazzard” boss
	 2	 Theater award
	 3	 Wander
	 4	 Born
	 5	 Namely
	 6	 Bat a gnat
	 7	 Thickness
	 8	 Disposable
	 9	 Check
	10	 Sea eagle
	11	 Small barrels
	16	 Burn aid
	20	 Lustrous black
	21	 Made to come apart easily
	22	 Merriment
	23	 Sprite
	24	 Zero
	25	 Have a go at
	26	 Coquettish
	27	 Series of skirmishes
	28	 Actress Gardner
	29	 Still
	31	 Pop
	34	 Victory
	35	 Recognize
	37	 Earlier, in verse
	38	 Answer an invite
	39	 Hodgepodge
	40	 Halloween purchase
	41	 Hexagonal state
	42	 Former ugly duckling
	43	 Bridge position
	44	 Spud’s buds
	46	 Drunkard
	47	 Lawyers’ org.

Antone "Tony" Castro passed 
away on December 10, 2018, in San 
Leandro. He was born on September 
9, 1933. He leaves behind his son, 
David Castro, and wife Teri. His 
Granddaughters, Kelsey and Madi-
son Olivetti all from Castro Valley. 
His sister, Margaret Dambley, and 
Brother-in-law, Earl Dambley from 
San Leandro. His Nephew, Steve Ro-

Antone "Tony" Castro 
9/9/33 - 12/10/18

drigues, and wife Denise from Car-
michael, CA. His Nephew, Don Rodrigues, and wife Debi 
from Florida. Two Great-nieces, a Great-Nephew, Cousins, 
Aunts, Uncles and Friends. Tony was pre-deceased by his 
parents Antone and Roseline Castro. 

Tony was a graduate of San Leandro High School. He 
learned to play the drums, and formed his own band while 
still in high school. After graduation he joined the Navy and 
served during the Korean War. Back in civilian life, he re-
turned to his love of music. He worked professionally for 
over 60 years. Besides playing in night clubs throughout 
the Bay Area, he also played in Reno, Lake Tahoe, Carson 
City, and Palm Springs. He especially enjoyed playing with 
his band, "Tony Castro and Friends," on the Princess Cruise 
Line, with his singer, Karen Salentine, and keyboardist, 
Bob Enos. He will be forever a missing link in the family 
who loved him. A memorial service will be held on Satur-
day December 29, 2018 at 12:00 p.m. at Santos and Robin-
son Mortuary 160 Estudillo Ave in San Leandro, CA.

510-483-0123
www.santos-robinson.com

CA LIC. FD-81

FUNERAL AND CREMATION
PROFESSIONALS

Traditional Services • Cremation Options
Pre-Arrangements

Serving All Faiths and Cultures

SANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARY

FAMILY
OWNED

Supporting Local Churches and Families for Over 80 Years

San Leandro Funeral Home
407 Estudillo Ave, San Leandro, CA 94577
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OPINION

Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number, and must 
be under 300 words. We reserve the right to edit as necessary. E-mail letters to: 
letters@ebpublishing.com or fax to: 510-483-4209, or send by mail to: The Editor, 
San Leandro Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577. 

LETTERS to the EDITOR

‘Time to Question Every Dime
The Council Spends’
Editor:
  Well, it must be a record for the San 
Leandro City Council as it took them 
less than a month after being re-elected 
to push for new taxes to cover their 
past flaws. 
  When I read the Letter to the Editor 
last week by Ricardo Trigueros (“Calls 
for Fewer ‘Pointless Government Ser-
vices,” Letters, Dec. 13) he hit the nail 
on the head by stating that the Council 
has mismanaged our tax dollars for 
years and now because of their actions 
we are operating in the red and the 
future shows no way out of this hole. 
  It’s time to question every dime that 
the Council plans to spend and keep a 
running total of every wasted expen-
diture and hold them fully accountable 
for their actions. 
  Such a shame that Mr. Trigue-
ros didn’t run for a seat on the City 
Council as I would have been out 
beating the bushes for him as he sure 
would have been a breath of fresh air 
compared to our current mayor and her 
posse.  

—Brent Heath
San Leandro

Says North Area Trying to Stop 
Development on Their Side of Town
Editor:
  Here we go again! Rose Riskind and 
the rest of the north area NIMBYs are 
trying once again to stop all develop-
ment on their side of town. In classic 
NIMBY fashion they think building 
on the west side is just fine. Let them 
deal with the traffic even though we’re 
closer to BART and the new Rapid Bus 
line. 
  How much longer are we going to 
let this angry mob chase transit orient-
ed development away from San Lean-
dro? Our tech transition has been com-
pletely destroyed because this group 
can’t imagine paying market-rate rents 
and is doing everything they can to 
stop anyone from building market-rate 
housing. Tech workers making good 
wages are actually being discouraged 
from living in San Leandro through 
their actions. How does that make us 
look to the rest of the cities in the Bay 
Area?
  It would all make sense except they 
hate subsidized housing as well. They 
seem to hate everything. So, look 
around San Leandro and notice all the 
“For Lease” signs from Westlake to the 
Wells Fargo building and ask yourself, 
how much longer are we going to let 
the north area NIMBYs stop prosperity 
in town?

—Gary Langbehn
San Leandro

Lee Thomas Thanks Friends for 
Their Support
Editor:
  To my friends and family, thank you 
for the support you have given me over 
the past four years during my term as 
a City Council member, and through 
two elections. When I first embarked 
on this journey, I reached out to you 

for support and because of you, I am 
able to leave office with a record of 
achievements in place to support youth 
and families in San Leandro. 
  While the outcome of the 2018 elec-
tion was not what we had worked for, I 
am proud of the work I have accom-
plished. Together we created programs 
for our young people such as the Teen 
Take-over and the Summer Youth 
Trades Program. We banned flavored 
tobacco, raised the minimum wage and 
made San Leandro a Sanctuary City to 
support and protect those who need us 
the most. We created stronger ties with 
working families to ensure that hard 
working people receive a good wage 
on projects in our city. And with your 
support, I was able to lay the ground-
work for San Leandro to expand public 
safety staff to ensure residents remain 
safe as our city grows.
  It has truly been my honor to serve 
San Leandro residents and the won-
derful organizations in the East Bay. I 
leave this position knowing my accom-
plishments were possible because of 
love and support you gave me.  
  I am grateful to my wife Ida, and 
our daughters, Kylee and Hailee, for 
their understanding and support, and 
the sacrifices they made that allowed 
me to serve the people of San Leandro. 
I want to thank every volunteer who 
walked, talked, donated and put up 
lawn signs to support me during this 
election. I appreciate every one of you.  
  I wish you all the happiest of holi-
days.

—Lee Thomas
City Council member

‘Shaking Their Heads’ over
Leo West’s  Claims
Editor:
I’ll give in to Mr. West’s explanation 
on the black hole issue. I questioned 
his understanding of physics due to his 
poorly constructed, run-on sentence. 
My apologies.
  However, Mr. West, I am sad for 
you. Because we disagree does not 
make me your enemy. We are happy 
to hear all voices but pick one and get 
your facts straight. Your letters appear 
unhinged.
  This time, we shake our collective 
heads when you:
  1) claim climate change deniers 
cling to biblical-centric world views. 
Who are you arguing with here? I 
don’t know if what you say is true. I do 
know that religious, Sun-goes-around-
Earth theories were proven wrong 
hundreds of years ago and scientists 
died at the hands of clergy to suppress 
the facts. Same now but it’s the fossil 
fuel church with the baton. So your 
statement doesn’t help your “climate 
change is a hoax” stance.
  2) claim that local weather obser-
vations are used to support climate 
change theory. No, Mr. West. That’s 
you. You flip-flop here. Climate change 
science focuses on the global averages 
and mega-trends.
  3) claim I said climate change 
started 100 years ago. Distortion, Mr. 
West. My letter clearly said “we were 
warned.”

  As shown, Mr. West, you can’t keep 
your facts straight let alone stay on a 
topic. I’ll stop there since nothing I say 
will change Mr. West.
  Readers, try to be better stewards of 
the planet by turning down your thermo-
stat, if it’s yellow let it mellow, brown 
lawn is the new green lawn, reduce/reuse/
recycle, etc.

—John Clouston
San Leandro

Earth ‘Showing Symptoms’ of
Cimate Change
Editor:
  Come on, guys! Forget about black 
holes. Keep it simple and focus on the 
issue. Is climate change real, or is it a 
hoax? Few of us may be scientists, just 
as few of us are physicians. But when 
you’re having symptoms that could in-
dicate cancer, do you go to a politician 
for advice, or do you go to a doctor?
  Our earth is showing symptoms that 
scientists predicted decades ago would 
occur as our climate warmed: rising 
ocean levels, more frequent and more 
destructive hurricanes, severe drought 
and wind making wildfires more de-
structive and harder to control.
  Ninety-seven percent of scientists 
worldwide agree that increased climate 
warming is real and primarily caused 
by CO2 released from burning fossil 
fuel. The data is there. Just look at a 
graph of earth’s average yearly tem-
peratures over time, and you can’t miss 
the sudden spike in rate of change right 
after the industrial revolution. Coinci-
dence?  
  Yes, 3 percent of scientists disagree, 
just as you can find a tiny percentage 
of doctors who claim they aren’t sure a 
high fat diet or smoking increases your 
risk of cancer and heart disease. Funny 
thing ... some of the very same scien-
tists who told us cigarettes were safe 
are now funded by Big Oil to convince 
us climate change is a hoax.
  So, who are you going to be-
lieve? Politicians from one political 
party, addicted to large campaign dona-
tions from the fossil fuel industry? The 
few dissenting scientists who pulled this 
scam before, when they worked for the 
tobacco industry? Or the overwhelming 
majority of scientists around the world, 
who are telling us that global warming 
is real and may be irreversible if we 
don’t take action now? 
  If you don’t care enough to learn the 
facts and act accordingly, I guarantee 
that your kids are going to care. Do 
you really want to risk their future? 

—Jeri Libby
San Leandro

‘Appalled’ by Ruling that 
Health Care Act is Unconstitutional
Editor:
  It is appalling when a federal judge 
in Texas has struck down the Afford-
able Health Care Act which he claims 
is unconstitutional. For his action, the 
Indian Health Care Improvement Act, 
which improves the health of American 
Indians, will be eliminated as well as the 
majority of Americans losing their health 
care coverage.
  For President Trump to say that the 
judge’s ruling is a victory for the Amer-
ican People shows how hypocritical he 
and the Republicans are. They claim to 
be pro-life but want to take away health 
care from American Indians and the ma-
jority of Americans. Their actions need to 
be stopped.

—Billy Trice Jr.
Oakland

INQUIRING REPORTER
What style should not come back?             
 			                — Asked at the Main Library 

Bell-bottoms. That was a fad, 
but now in 2018, I don’t think it 

would ever come back. I had a 
pair of bell-bottoms. It’s like you 

have lampshades on your lower 
legs over your shoes.

Christopher Ransom, Jr.
Oakland

The baggy pants that hang 
down. It doesn’t look good 
on the boys. It’s not formal, 
it looks sloppy. 

Irene Garcia, 
with son Saul
San Leandro

The bouffant hairdo. I used to 
have one. It just looks too fake 

and it’s a lot of trouble to do. 
But it was fun at the time.

Jan Schumann
San Leandro

Presently, the way men and women 
color their hair blue or red. It looks 

ridiculous. And tattoos on the face or 
neck. It looks terrible to me, and when 
you get older it just looks like bruises. 

Jerry Wheeler
San Leandro

Back in the late ’60s and early ’70s, 
females were wearing these long capes. 
All the girls started getting them. For 
those of us who are short, it doesn’t do 
well. It’s just funny looking.
Joanne Mellor, with Roscoe
San Leandro
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Billy Simon

Al l  Sa in t s  Ep i scopa l 
Church, 911 Dowling Blvd, San 
Leandro will hold two services 
on Christmas Eve. 

At 4 p.m. there will be a 
Christmas Eve Children's Ser-
vice with Communion, carols, 
and lots of fun. All the prayers 

The pets of the week at the 
Hayward Animal Shelter, 16 
Barnes Court in Hayward, are 
Billy the cat and Simon the 
bunny.

Billy is a sweet 3-year-old 
who loves to lean into your hand 
for chin, cheek, and neck scratch-
es. He’s full of love and just 

enough cattitude to be interesting. 
Simon is a young, fun-loving 

and friendly bunny. He loves to 
snuggle and cuddle and would 
love a home where he gets to 
spend lots of time with his family. 

For more information on 
Billy or Simon, call the Hayward 
Animal Shelter at 293-7200.

in the service have been written 
for children and families. 

The church will also hold 
a 9 p.m. Christmas Eve Vigil 
Mass with Communion, carols, 
and rich solemnity and festiv-
ity. For more infomation, visit 
www.saintsalive.net. 

Christmas Eve 
Services at All Saints Wrestling: Winners 

continued from page 9

2018: San Lorenzo voters pass school bond 
continued from page 14

The Arroyo High basketball team rallied to best crosstown rival San Lorenzo, 68-60, 
last February. 

TIMES FILE PHOTO BY ANDREW JOSEPH

Prince Abraham McElligott 
with mom Edlyn Rodriguez.

Menlo-Atherton
131 pounds – Amanda Deck-

er, Castro Valley
137 pounds – Mary lopez, 

Liberty
143 pounds – Joanna Qiu, 

Albany
150 pounds – Beyonce Gar-

cia, James Logan
160 pounds – Francesca Lo-

Presti, Albany
170 pounds – Abigail Eric-

son, Menlo-Atherton
189 pounds – Alia Abushi 

of Arroyo
235 pounds – Lillian McCoy 

of Casa Grande.

• The City Council decided 
against placing a parcel tax on 
the 2018 ballot, saying they didn’t 
want to compete with the school 
district’s parcel tax. Immediately 
after the election in November, 
the City Council directed city 
staff to research putting a parcel 
tax on an upcoming ballot.

• “Truth Thursdays” returned 
to the downtown area on the last 
Thursday of May, June, July, 
and August and featured food 
trucks and live music in the 
space around the 55-foot “Truth 
is Beauty” statue at the tech 
campus.

June
• Thousands gathered down-

town for the Cherry Festival, the 
annual event celebrating San 
Leandro’s now defunct agricul-
tural roots which was first held 
in 1909.

• The primary election was 

held and just 20 percent of reg-
istered Alameda County voters 
showed up at the polls. Locally, 
the San Lorenzo School District 
passed Measure B, a $130 million 

bond that the district said will 
be used to update classrooms 
and improve student access to 
technology.

• Michael Kitterall, 25, was 
stabbed to death with a pair of 
scissors in the Downtown Plaza. 
Kitterall and a co-worker got into 
a fight in the parking lot with 
Michael Mendozaroche, 23, and 
Alex Fernandez, 23, after they 
all left a bar downtown. Kitteral 
was killed in what is San Lean-
dro’s only murder so far in 2018. 
Mendozaroche and Fernandez 
continue to be held without bail at 
Santa Rita Jail and have their next 
court date scheduled for Jan. 4.

Look for Part II covering 
the second half of 2018 in next 
week’s issue.

Monthly

To receive City Council and
Commission agendas and

meeting materials, press releases,
quarterly newsletters and City

sponsored information,
you can subscribe at

sanleandro.org/mycity.

Para Asistencia en Español
如需中文協助:
(510) 577-3351

 The City of San Leandro wishes the public a happy and 
healthy holiday season. In observance of the holidays, 
city hall offices will be closed from December 24th 
through January 1st, with regular office hours being 
restored on January 2nd. Police and other essential 
services will continue uninterrupted throughout this 
time. The Main Libarary will observe modified hours 
during this period; please call the information desk at 
577-3971 for more details.

City Departments
City Manager’s O�ce....................(510)577-3351
Community Development.........(510)577-3423
Engineering & Transportation...(510)577-3428
Alameda County Fire.....................(510)577-3317
Finance.......................................(510)577-3376
Human Resources..........................(510)577-3396
Police Department
(Non-Emergency)................................(510)577-2740
Library Services............................(510)577-3970
Public Works..................................(510)577-3440
Recreation & Human Services....(510)577-3462

Keep In Touch With The City!

Twitter @CitySanLeandro

Instagram                 @CityofSanLeandro

Facebook                     City of San Leandro

www.sanleandro.org/dept/pd

www.sanleandronext.com

www.sanleandro.org/mycity

S A N  L E A N D R O
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Save the Date: 
City Council Annual 
Planning Session

Saturday, February 2, 2019  
8:30 am 

 Senior Community Center 
13909 E. 14th Street

The public is invited to attend and 
o�er input at the City Council’s annual 
planning session. The meeting will 
include an update on City �nances as 
well as accomplishments from the 
past year and Citywide goals for the 
upcoming year.
For more information, please contact 
Eric Engelbart, Deputy City Manager 
at eengelbart@sanleandro.org

Save the Date: 
MLK Celebration Oratorical 

Festival & Poetry
January 21 @ 10:30am

Senior Community Center
13909 E. 14th St.

The public is invited to attend the 
annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Oratorical 
Festival & Poetry slam. Students will 
perform original or well-known essays, 
speeches, or poems honoring MLK, Jr.

Holiday Lights Recycling
7:00am - 3:30pm - Now thru January 15, 

2018 Public Works Service Center
14200 Chapman Rd.

Did you know it can take up to 1,000 years for plastic 
holiday lights to break down in a land�ll? To help 
address this issue, the City is now o�ering free holiday 
lights recycling. San Leandro residents may drop o� 
lights in working or non-working condition at the Public 
Works Service Center. Lights should be free of all bags, 
binding and packaging. Extension cords, Compact 
Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs), pre-lit trees, wreaths and 
garland will not be accepted. For more information, 
contact the Recycling Hotline at 577-6026.

San Leandro City Council
Mayor Pauline Russo Cutter

Vice Mayor Deborah Cox, District 1

City Manager Je� Kay

Happy Holidays 
from the City of 

San Leandro!

Ed Hernandez, District 2 

Lee Thomas, District 3 

Benny Lee, District 4 

Corina N. López, District 5 

Pete Ballew, District 6
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