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Idaho Forest Restoration Partnership 

Collaboration:  Evolution & Innovation 
Riverside Hotel 

Boise, Idaho 
March 1-2, 2017 

 
Agenda 

Wednesday, March 1  
 
8:30-9:00 Registration  
 
9:00-10:15 Welcome and Introductions – Will Whelan, The Nature Conservancy of Idaho and Dr. John 
Freemuth, Andrus Center for Public Policy, Boise State University 
 
10:15-10:45 Keynote:  The Importance of Partnerships – The Honorable Brad Little, Lt. Governor of 
Idaho  
 
10:45-11:00 Break  
 
11:00-12:30 Shoring Up Collaboration in Idaho: The Zone of Agreement 

 Where are we at with the Zone of Agreement?   

 What do we want to achieve?  

 What has evolved since the 2013 Collaborative Forest Restoration in Idaho?  

 What should we focus on next? 
A panel discussion of multiple interests. Moderator: Rick Tholen, Society of American Foresters 
 
12:30-1:30 Lunch Speaker – Supporting and Networking Forest Collaboratives in Montana, James 
Burchfield, Montana Forest Collaboration Network  
 
1:30-3:00 Break Out Groups 
Group discussion and refinement of core principles, zone of agreement.   

 What did we miss in the panel discussion Shoring Up Collaboration in Idaho?  What do you like? 

 What are the needed changes to be more sustainable, increase efficiencies, consider standard 
zone of agreement? 

 60 minutes – concurrent groups 

 30 minutes – reconvene, report out, large group 
  
3:00-3:15 Break  
 
3:15-3:45 Good Neighbor Authority Update – Craig Foss, Jon Songster & Peg Polichio - Idaho 
Department of Lands 
 
3:45-4:15 Idaho Forest Assessment – Bob Unnasch, The Nature Conservancy  
 
4:15-4:45 Landscape Scale Vision and NEPA – Will Whelan, TNC & Kim Pierson, New Meadows District 
Ranger, Payette NF 
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4:45-5:00 Reflections on the day – Dennis Becker, University of Idaho Policy Analysis Group 
 
5:00 – 6:30 Reception – no host bar w/ appetizers provided 
 
Thursday, March 2  
 
9:00-9:15 Welcome Back – Dr. John Freemuth, Boise State University  
 
9:15-10:15 Pioneer Fire Case Study:  Ecosystem Benefit from Fire Recovery? 

 Brant Petersen, Idaho City District Ranger  

 David Claycomb, Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation 

 Elizabeth Spaulding, Boise Forest Coalition facilitator, The Langdon Group 
Moderator:  John Roberts, Society of American Foresters 
 
10:15 - 10:30 Break (handout document template with instructions) 
 
10:30-11:45 Congressional Outlook  

 US House perspective – Craig Quarterman, Agriculture and Natural Resource Director for U.S. 
Rep. Mike Simpson; Doug Taylor, State Director for U.S. Rep. Raul Labrador 

 US Senate perspective – Peter Stegner, Legislative Assistant for U.S. Senator Mike Crapo ; Mike 
Roach, State Natural Resources Director for  U.S. Senator James Risch 

Moderator: Kira Finkler, Trout Unlimited 
 
11:45-12:45 Lunch Speaker - Collaboration in Oregon:  Lessons Learned, Challenges Ahead - Nils 
Christoffersen.  Nils is the Executive Director of Wallowa Resources in Enterprise, Oregon.  Nils will 
speak on the role his organization has played in community based natural resource management.  
 
1:00-1:15 Document unveiling the 2017 model year – Evolution and Innovation of Collaborative Forest 
Restoration in Idaho 
 
1:15 -2:30 Defending Your Collaborative Project   

o Payette Forest Coalition, Lost Creek Boulder Creek - Lawson Fite, AFRC 
o Panhandle Forest Coalition, Tower Creek – Christine England, US Attorney’s Office, Boise 
o Blue Mountains Forest Partners – Pam Hardy 

Moderator:  John Robison, Idaho Conservation League 
 

2:30 – 3:00 Workshop Summary – Dr. John Freemuth, Boise State University and Dr. Dennis Becker, 
University of Idaho 
 
3:00 Adjourn 


