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The Epistle 
 
 

“Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 1:2) 

God is Still Speaking 
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PASTOR’S PONDERING  

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers 
in the desert.--Isaiah 43:19 

Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are ruined, 
but new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved. ~Matthew 9:17 

 

As I write this, we are just a day away from when the sun will spend the least time in 
the sky, of  any day of  the year. We are also just a few days away from celebrating the 
birth of  Christ. I have been feeling the change in the air. Not only is it colder, but it 
seems as if  the world is on the brink of  something new. 

God promises to do new things for humanity. As Christians we see some of  that  
newness come to be in the life of  Jesus, but we also experience the newness of  God’s 
promise by paying attention to what God may be saying to us. There are times when 
life presents us with opportunities to begin again, and there are times we need to do 
that. 

Whenever something new comes into our lives, be it a new experience, a new person, 
or new ideas, we may experience both excitement and apprehension. God creates for 
us new opportunities that may have benefits for us we cannot fathom until they are 
past. And yet changes to what feels comfortable and normal give us pause. We are hu-
mans. We don’t always like what is new. But that is what God promises. God offers us 
experiences we may not be sure what to do with. Then along comes Jesus who chal-
lenges us to not let things be the way they always have been. Jesus calls us to take hold 
of  the newness God offers, whatever it may be and trust. Jesus invites us to welcome 
what may seem new and even to make a home for it with new wine skins, or whatever 
it needs to thrive in our lives. 

As we move into 2023, let us do so knowing God is with us!  

Imagine What Might Be, 

Pastor Kelli 

http://www.firstrockucc.org
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January 2023 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  

MONDAY 2:45-4:30 PM, TUESDAY-THURSDAY 12:30-4:30 PM 

 

WEEKLY CHURCH USE: 
LA HERMOSA– TH 7:00 PM, SAT & SUN 3:00 PM 

BOYSCOUTS– TUESDAY 6:00 PM                 
CUBSCOUTS– WEDNESDAY 5:30 PM 

MIA’s LEARNING TREE 8:30-2:40 MWF,  
9:00-2:15 T & TH 

DEACONS 

9:15 AM 

WORSHIP 

10:30 AM 
VISION COMM 

 AFTER 

WORSHIP 

WORSHIP 

10:30 AM 

NOISY 

CHANGE 

WORSHIP  

10 :30 AM 
 

WORSHIP  

10:30 AM 

ANNUAL 

MEETING! 

BIBLE STUDY  

10 AM 

MISSIONS 

11:30 AM 

WOMEN’S  

FELLOWSHIP 

NOON 

PUB  

THEOLOGY 

@ LOS 

CABOS 

6 PM 

VILLAGE 

INN 

LUNCH 

NOON 

BIBLE 

STUDY  

10 AM 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

BIBLE 

STUDY  

10 AM 

 

WORSHIP 

10:30 AM 

BIBLE 

STUDY  

10 AM 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

BIBLE 

STUDY  

10 AM 

 

 

 

COUNCIL 

6:30 pm Epiphany 

ORTHADOX 

CHRISTMAS 

ST.  

CHRISTOPHER 

MEETING @ 

HC10:30 AM 



Bible Study  
continues Mondays 

at 10 am. We are 
reading the Gospel 

of  Matthew.  

ANNUAL MEETING  
AFTER WORSHIP 

JANUARY 29, 2023 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE BY  

DECEMBER 31, 2022 

Scriptures for January 
 

 

Jan 1 Matthew 2 

Jan 8 Matthew 3 

Jan 15 Matthew 4:1-17 

Jan 22 Matthew 5:1-20 

Jan 29 Matthew 6:5-21 

Pastor Away 

It is likely that Pastor Kelli will be away for a week in 
January to tend to family. The timing depends on the 
needs of others and will be announced when dates are 
known. John Anderson has agreed to lead worship 
when Pastor Kelli is away; he may change scriptures 
planned for worship listed elsewhere in the Epistle. 
 

St Christopher’s Highway Update 

St. Christopher's has been funded by a grant 
from the Episcopal Dioceses for the past three 
years, that funding likely will not be renewed 
and plans need to be made for the future of this 
ministry. St Christopher’s Highway is a  
traveler's aid service that assists travelers in 
need of lodging, food, or gas to get back on 
their way. This ministry is volunteer run and is 
in desperate need of additional volunteers for 
the new year. Training is provided, speak to 
Pastor Kelli if you may be interested. A  
meeting will be held to discuss the future of 
the ministry on January 7th at 10:30 am at  
Holy Communion, please attend if you have 
been or wish to be part of this ministry. 

Food Pantry 

Our neighbors continue to turn to our 
food pantry to help in these tough times. 

Due to the recent closure of the Hands Up 
Food Cart, we have seen an increase in 
need. Somehow we continue to have 

enough to meet the need, each time we 
get low, donations arrive. Our biggest 

needs, in order of need, as we enter 2023 
are: canned fruit, canned beans, canned 
ravioli (for those with nowhere to cook), 

and peanut butter. Pop-tops 
preferred.  

Donations of food, funds, or 
ideas for drives are welcome. 
Thanks to all who have given! 

 

Seeking Your Thoughts 

We have a cart full of books about scripture, 
spirituality, and Christian living in the Pilgrim 
Room. Have you read one? Will you read one? 
Would you like to share your thoughts about 
one in the Epistle? Let us know! 



In order for our Sunday Worship to run 

smoothly we need your help! Please sign up 

to be a worship leader, coffee hour host or 

show us your beautiful art 

work. 

You can find the sign-up 

sheets in the lobby or contact  

Michele Olson. 

Thank you to all of  our  

volunteers. You are greatly  

appreciated! 

JANUARY 9TH 
NOON 

All women welcome! 

Pub  
Theology 

January 19, 2022 
This month we will meet at Los Cabos at  

6 p.m. and we will be joined by our friends at 
Holy Communion! 

WHO DOESN’T LOVE FREE PIE?! 
Be sure to join us on  

Wednesday, January 25 at Noon  

for Lunch & Pie! 
They offer free pie 

on Wednesdays! 
YUMMM! 

Thank Yous for December 
Thanks to the Deacons for arranging the decorating of the church, ushering on Christmas 
Eve, and preparing brunch for Christmas Day. 

 
Thanks to those who have given to the food pantry. 

 
Thanks to those who rang the bell for Salvation Army 

 
Thanks to Paul L. for the snow shoveling and snow blowing. 

 
Thanks to Kathy G., Mary Ruth P, Godfrey Family, Michele O., Terry M., Aubrielle M. for 
being worship leaders. 
 
Thanks to Aubrielle M., Will M., and Combined Choir for special music 

 
Thank You to Maria V. for sharing her mother’s art in the narthex. 
 
Thank You to Legerski/Godfrey family, Jan Z., Cheri H.,  and Amy R for hosting Coffee 
Hour! 



Don’t forget about our 

church book checkout cart 

in the Pilgrim Room.  

There is something for  

everyone to enjoy! 

Don't forget to register and 

use  www.smile.amazon.com  when  

shopping online.  Register  

First Congregational Church,   

Rock Springs, WY  

as your charity of  choice and we will  

receive a rebate on every purchase  

you make. 

Quarter 3 donations=$19.63 

Please drop tabs off at the church. 

 

Pick up the tab for the  

Ronald McDonald House  

Intermountain Area! 

COLLECTING CANS  
AND BOTTLES  

We continue to collect cans and  
bottles for recycling. The funds from this 

collection are add to our  
discretionary fund.  
 

*Remember to take 
your tabs off the cans 
and bring them to the 
office for the Ronald 
McDonald House.* 

 
A new suicide  

prevention number is in 
place nationwide! 

 

http://www.smile.amazon.com/

