
Law at Work 

Acts 2:14a, 22-36 

Don’t get me wrong, I like cats. We would have 5 or 6 at 

a time on the farm. And we got along fine. I understand 

though, that if you want to aggravate a cat, rub it the 

wrong way. Start at the tail and work your way toward 

its head. The more you do it, the more the hair stands up 

in clumps. And the more irritated the cat gets. 

God’s Law does that to us. It rubs us the wrong way. It 

aggravates us. It irritates us. 

To smooth things out again with the cat, you could 

change the direction of your hand – pet it the other way. 

Another option would be to turn the cat around. 

That’s what God does! He does not change the way He 

deals with us. He turns us around. 

God always deals with us in the same way – with Law 

and Gospel. If there is any change, it is not with God. It 

happens in us, and it is God’s doing. He turns us around. 

Do you think the people Peter addressed in his Pentecost 

sermon were happy to hear him say that they killed 

Jesus? He tells them in verse 23 of our reading, this 

Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified… He says in verse 

36, Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain 

that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 

whom you crucified. 

Is Peter trying to win friends? If he is, he has a lot to 

learn. But he’s not, is he? What he is doing is 

proclaiming God’s Law in order to turn these people 

around. 

They very well could have rejected God’s work in their 

hearts and minds. It wouldn’t have been the first or last 

time the crowd picked up rocks and threw them until the 

speaker was dead. Just a few chapters later in Acts, 

Stephen is killed in this way. 

Jesus had rubbed them the wrong way enough times that 

they killed Him. They didn’t stone Him though. They let 

the Romans do the dirty work for them. Peter points this 

out, this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite 

plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed 

by the hands of lawless men. 

That’s what the Law can do. It irritates us. It make us 

angrier and angrier. We encounter it as an accusation 

condemning us for our sins. It hems us in and frustrates 

us because this is what I want, but God’s Law says no. It 

makes us so angry that we crucified Him. 

Well, in fact I didn’t crucify Him. I wasn’t there when 

they crucified my Lord. But I would have if I could 

have. If I was there, my voice would have been one of 

those shouting, Crucify Him! Crucify Him! 

You and I both know that day in and day out we nail 

Jesus to the cross. We nail Him to the cross because He 



makes us angry. He shows us that our ways are not His 

ways, that the things we do and say are not the way He 

wants us to live our lives. We nail Him to the cross to 

get Him out of the way. We nail Him to the cross so we 

can safely ignore what He says about what we should 

and should not be doing. 

But Jesus does some nailing of His own. As St. Paul 

writes about baptism in Colossians 2, he says that Jesus 

takes the charges leveled against us by the Law and nails 

them to His cross. The list of our sins gets so covered in 

His blood that no one can read it anymore – not even our 

heavenly Father. Our sins are covered in Jesus’ blood. 

They are paid for in full – never again to be held against 

us. Jesus’ blood covers all your sins. 

Hearing this Gospel message completes the process 

begun by the Law. God turns us around so that we are 

no longer angry with Him, but full of love and gratitude 

for His mercy shown to us in His Son, Jesus. Our hearts 

are filled with peace and joy that our sins are forgiven 

and that God welcomes us into His family as His 

beloved children. 

And so it is, as Peter wraps up his sermon, he points the 

people to baptism. The Law accomplished God’s good 

purpose. Now when they heard this they were cut to the 

heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

“Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter doesn’t point them 

to themselves. He points them to acts of God: Repent 

and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and 

for your children and for all who are far off, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to himself. 

God’s Law and Gospel worked mightily. Luke ends this 

discourse with these words, So those who received his 

word were baptized, and there were added that day 

about three thousand souls. 

The Holy Spirit is here today, to rub you the wrong way 

with the Law, but also to turn you around, and pour into 

you the joy of the Gospel. 

We began in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit to ask God to be present in this place, 

and also to remind you of your baptism – that your sins 

have been washed away. The Holy Spirit continues to 

daily and richly forgive you all your sins. 

Be nice to your cat, if you have one. And all of you 

continue to listen to God’s word that He may turn you 

around and fill you with joy and peace that passes all 

human understanding. Amen. 


